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Bee Boxes Installed on Campus 
Concordia College is a warm and welcoming environment

for students, staff, faculty, and now, bees! Honey bees, as well

as many other local bee species, are in danger for a variety of

reasons, one of these being habitat destruction. To help

strengthen bee populations, Concordia student Ellie DeVos

and faculty member Dr. Bryan Bishop have taken on a

project installing bee boxes on campus. These bee boxes,

which will be installed along the Northwest edge of the

Living Classroom and the South side of the Integrated

Science Center, provide safe and stable homes for local

bees. The bee boxes will be filled with reeds enclosed in

parchment paper which will be helpful when checking for

parasitic wasps and problems with the bees. To prevent

further weathering and damage, shelters over the two sites

Faculty Explore Sustainability

On May 23rd, a group of Concordia faculty attended the

summer's first sustainability focused workshop led by Tim

Hiller and Jackie Maahs. The group toured sustainability

non-profits in the Fargo-Moorhead area in order to foster

relationships between faculty and community organizations.

For the second workshop on June 5th, Rick Chapman and

Ken Foster invited three panelists who work in organizations

focused on sustainability and diversity to speak about their

experiences in these fields. Their comments stimulated

discussion about improving and integrating sustainability

and diversity at Concordia. On August 15th, the final

workshop, coordinated by Jonathan Steinwand provided

insights into how to integrate climate change education

into course work. These workshops provided valuable

information and training to both faculty and staff.

First Ever GHG

Emissions Report
This summer, Concordia completed

its first Greenhouse Gas (GHG)

Emissions Inventory which outlines

the top sources of greenhouse gasses

at the college. Of the overall GHG

emissions, 44% comes from the use of  

electricity, and 36% is from heating.  

The emissions can be categorized

into three scopes. Scope 1 emissions

are physically produced on campus,

scope 2 emissions are associated with

purchased utilities needed for

campus operations, and scope 3

emissions are not controlled or

owned by the college but are central

to operations and activities on

campus. Of scope 3 emissions, nearly

50% are from air travel and roughly

41% are from commutes to campus.

To view the full report visit

http://reporting.secondnature.org/

may be constructed, and the boxes will be taken down during the winter months. When asked

what her favorite part of the project was, Ellie DeVos responded, "My favorite part of the project

was learning about the diversity of insect pollinators, their habitats, and how to identify them." In

the future, she hopes Concordia will expand efforts to protect pollinators and one day become a

Bee Campus through the Xerces Society.



Harvest Day at Concordia
On July 17th, the Cornucopia organic garden hosted the

summer's first Community Harvest Day! During the event, over 25

volunteers from both the Concordia and Fargo-Moorhead

community arrived and split into groups to help pick the

produce. Nearly a dozen different vegetables were available for

harvesting. A few of these included beets, carrots, peas, peppers,

broccoli, and onions. After only an hour of work, the first

Community Harvest Day of the summer was complete, and each

volunteer brought home their share of fresh veggies!

Local Youth Event

Teaches Sustainability
On July 22nd, Concordia College joined other

colleges and community organizations at

the Minnesota State Community and

Technical College campus to help children

and youth from summer programs discover

potential careers through a variety of

activities. 

Sustainability Coordinator, Jackie Maahs, and

student staff, Ashley John, represented

sustainability and engaged kids with a fun

recycling game. Children were asked to work

together to sort through eighteen objects,

placing some in a bin marked "Trash" and

others in a bin labeled "Recycling." When

they were finished, the leader of the activity

removed the items from each box and

discussed why that object was in the correct

bin or why it was in the wrong bin. 

Children and youth learned what materials

may be recycled in Moorhead, Minnesota,

and what number plastics are allowed at the

recycling facility. Other topics discussed

included reusing items before recycling

them, and avoiding some objects, such as

plastic straws and bags, all together. 

Sustainability Student

Leader of the Month:

Ashley John

Ashley is the current Sustainability

Programming Intern for the Office of

Sustainability. She is majoring in Environmental

and Sustainability Studies with a concentration

in Sustainability, as well as minoring in

Communication Studies. After graduating from

Concordia, she hopes to become a Sustainability

Consultant. Ashley is also a member of the

Student Environmental Alliance and is an

advocate for sustainable living on campus. 

Her passion for sustainability stems from her

love of hiking which grew into an appreciation

for nature. Among the different aspects of

sustainability, she is particularly interested in

reusable alternatives to everyday items and

renewable energy sources. To Ashley,

sustainability means "being mindful of the little

things in your daily life to help reduce your own

environmental impact."
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Coming up!
Cobber Clothing Swap during Homecoming

Fall HILT Trip - Oct. 19-27 (Sign-up by end of

September)


