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Gabrielle graduated from Concordia College in

2020, with a degree in Global Studies. During

her time at Concordia, she was involved in

sustainability as an Ecohouse resident, in

addition to participating in a HILT trip. Since

graduating, she has had a variety of experience

working various part-time jobs in the Fargo-

Moorhead community, which ultimately led

her to apply for the sustainability coordinator

role. She was a sustainability fellow for the City

of Moorhead, an intern for the Growing

Together Community Garden non-profit, a

project coordinator for the Moorhead

Community Resilience Task Force, and most

recently she was the garden manager for

Cornucopia, the organic garden and high

tunnel on Concordia’s campus. Gabrielle

wanted to be the sustainability coordinator

because she is proud of Concordia’s dedication

to sustainability initiatives, and she is eager to

take part in moving those initiatives forward.

She also believes that institutions of higher

education play a unique role in fighting the

climate crisis, where we can ensure that

students are equipped with the necessary tools

to face a world in which climate change is a 

SUMMER  2021CONCORDIA  COLLEGE  OFFICE  OF  SUSTAINABIL ITY

Meet Our New Sustainability Coordinator: Gabrielle Lommel

The Cornucopia Garden
This summer, the Cornucopia Garden welcomed our

new garden manager (now coordinator), Gabrielle

Lommel, and has been at work planting and

harvesting some returning plant species, as well as

new ones. They’ve also been working on permanent

projects that will be around for years to come. One of

these is the high tunnel irrigation system they build

from scratch. It requires no manual watering, which

takes a long time to complete, and can be done

simultaneously as other things are getting worked on.

Another thing that happened this summer is the

community pollinator planting event that happened

in June. The border of the garden is now surrounded

by a pollinator habitat that gives bees a sanctuary and

helps our garden thrive from their pollination. 

constantly

evolving threat.

While in the

sustainability

coordinator

role, Gabrielle is

most looking

forward to

working with

students to

further

sustainability

programming

on campus, as

well as working

on the Climate

Action Plan.

Edible Landscaping

Plums, cherries, apples, rhubarb, asparagus,

raspberries. These are all free for the picking

over on the berm behind the Knutson

Campus Center parking lot, or by Olin.

Concordia has invested in planting edible

landscaping as a way to understand how

important food security is; though we know

it won’t solve the problem, it is a growing

ambition and a source of cooperation

between the Office of Sustainability and

Concordia’s Facilities. If you see it, feel free to

pick it! We are hoping to get signage placed

this coming year. 



This past spring, SGA approved funds for

professional Cobbike tune-ups, the first of its kind

since the program started in 2013. Our partners at

Great Northern Bicycles tuned up half of our current

fleet, and the Office of Sustainability is planning to

bring the other half in next summer. As you ride the

ones that have been worked on, you’ll notice the

chain runs more smoothly, the breaks don’t squeak,

and the shifters hit every gear. This fall will be a

great time to ride to Third Drop Coffee or Dairy

Queen; you can check-out a bike in the Carl B.

library during normal library hours, both on

weekdays and weekends. 

As the school year begins, a new campus

organization will be introduced as a way to

motivate sustainability funding for student

projects and ideas. The Carbon-Free Concordia

Collaborative was informally launched last

year, and thing year it is taking the step to

become an officially recognized student

organization. The group is open to all students

who want to be a part of sustainability on

Concordia’s campus, as well as in the Fargo-

Moorhead community. After the dissolution of

the Student Environmental Alliance, there has

been an empty space where students,

whether they are involved in sustainability

through Concordia’s sustainability department

or not, once oversaw sustainability initiatives

brought by the general student body. The

Carbon-Free Concordia Collaborative is meant

to be a think-tank kind of space that employs

vast human and financial resources from SGA’s

sustainability fund and works as a liaison

between students and other actors on

campus. Students who wish to hold events,

create initiatives, and work on sustainability-

oriented projects are encouraged to join. For

now, the meetings will be held Tuesdays in

Old Main 331, at 7:30 PM. 
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The Free Store, located in the basement of Park

Region, had an incredible amount of donations

provided from people participating in the

sustainable move-out last spring. Everything from

coffee mugs to binder, necklaces to kitchen

utensils, was given for other students on campus to

use. Campus housing does come fully furnished,

but that doesn’t mean it has all the essentials. The

Free Store is a great place to pick up school

supplies and things to make the dorm a bit cozier.

Anyone who wants to visit the Free Store can do so

by asking their resident hall eco-reps or emailing

our campus sustainability coordinator. Whether or

not there will be set hours is to be determined. Last

year it was by appointment only, but with our

robust student presence on campus, as well as

safety protocols, it may very well return to

standardized hours for the coming academic year. 
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