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Every semester ,  200 music

majors and 600+ non-majors

participate in 19 music

ensembles on Concordia 's

campus .  This newsletter is

devoted to sharing information

about the people ,  music ,  and

events that are part of our

instrumental community .  Look

here for announcements ,

upcoming performances ,

and additional information to

stay connected to our ensembles '

activity and progress .

Follow us !

@TheConcordiaBand

@TheConcordiaOrchestra

     As orientation week kicked off and

students began their return to campus ,

Hvidsten Hall of Music was bustling with

excitement and nerves for upcoming

auditions .  With hundreds of students

participating in the three-day audition

process ,  Concordia welcomed many talented

individuals from across the country .  And while

the chairs in Hvidsten may be a little farther

apart (six feet to be exact) ,  the atmosphere

still holds the same warmth that has been a

signature of Concordia for many years .  

     Building community and establishing long-

lasting relationships starts with a simple

meeting ,  which various ensembles have

already begun to accomplish .  The Concordia

Band had the chance to mingle from safe

distances outdoors on Olin Hill ,  and The

Concordia Orchestra gave a warm welcome to

new and returning members over an online

meeting .  Both the Symphonic Band and

Symphonia followed the orchestra 's lead ,  with

calls over online platforms as well .  These

meetings allow us to grow closer ,  a

connection which is especially apparent

during our performances .  With weeks of

rehearsals ahead of us (and many hours of

hard work) ,  students are ecstatic to resume

the music making !
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With uncertainty regarding COVID-19 looming over the heads of both first-year and

returning students ,  faculty have been working tirelessly to create new ways to play

music in ensemble settings and maintain the community so well-developed between

students .  With guidelines posted on practice room doors and classrooms ,  students are

beginning to adjust to a school year under a pandemic .  While restrictions do inhibit

traditional performances ,  the music program has decided to take advantage of certain

regulations to create unique chamber opportunities ,  such as small groups highlighting

various members of the bands and orchestras .  Toward the middle of the semester ,

there will be two weekends where these smaller ensembles will have the chance to

experience professional recording sessions ,  which will be a replacement for live

performances during these first few months .  These recordings will be made available to

the public following production !

I N  THE  MIDST  OF  A  PANDEM IC

To be able to continue making music

in ensembles ,  students must follow a

series of restrictions that allow us to

play together as safely as possible .  All

students must wear masks at all

times while on campus ,  including in

rehearsal rooms .  Winds are required

to use paper towel or newspaper to

catch any water coming out of their

horns ,  bells must be covered by cloth ,

and a strict 6-foot radius surrounds

each chair in the rehearsal rooms .

With these safety precautions ,  we

hope to minimize contact between

students ,  and encourage safety

among the student population .  

SAFETY  PRECAUT IONS

UPCOMING  PERFORMANCES

Wh i l e  pe r f o rmance  s chedu l e s  a r e  t en t a t i v e

a t  t h e  momen t ,  y ou  may  en j o y  an y  o f  ou r

a r ch i v ed  conce r t s .  C l i c k  on  "Pe r f o rmance

A r ch i v e s "  t o  wa t ch  y ou r  f a v o r i t e

Homecom ing  conce r t s ,  j a z z  en s emb l e s ,  o r

chambe r  g r oup s !

https://www.concordiacollege.edu/about/fall-2020-planning/
https://video.ibm.com/channel/concordia-college
https://video.ibm.com/channel/concordia-college
https://video.ibm.com/channel/concordia-college
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Jack Bulman

Pam Redlinger  began her educational career at  South Dakota State University

with a Bachelor of Music Education before moving on to Southern Oregon

University where she received her Master of Music. A teacher at Moorhead High

School, she is a director of three concert bands, as well as the pep band program,

marching program, and jazz bands. Redlinger has many pieces she loves to

rehearse with her ensembles, such as “Blessed Are They,” a piece by Johannes

Brahms, and “Hambone,” by Libby Larson. When asked if she had advice for young

conductors, she discusses the importance of preparation and patience, stating “If

organization does not come easy for you, start working on that skill right now…

and be slow to criticize, whether it be of fellow students, colleagues, or teachers.”

Redlinger also stresses the importance of “taking advantage of opportunities to

learn from the people around you.”

DIRECTOR FEATURE

Lynnea Eckhoff is a 2015 graduate of Concordia College with a Bachelor of Music in

Music Education. She is currently working as the Manager of Music Tours at

Gustavus Adolphus College, and has developed a busy but fulfilling career for

herself. About her time performing in Concordia ensembles, Eckhoff emphasized

her abilities to put techniques she learned from her conductors and professors at

Concordia to use through her work as a faculty member of Gustavus. Eckhoff

states “Many of my teaching skills are applicable to my work at Gustavus, and my

Concordia experience as band manager, orchestra president, and working in the

Manager of Instrumental Ensembles' office all prepared me to pivot to fine arts

administration.” When asked about her favorite experiences in a Concordia

instrumental ensemble, Eckhoff chose rehearsal. “That's a totally nerdy answer, but

I loved the process and strategy of how we were going to prepare each concert

cycle. The audience only has one opportunity to absorb the music, but for the

musicians, it takes on an entirely new existence when you've studied it for months.”

A native of Grand Forks, N.D., Jack Bulman is a junior attending Concordia for a

Bachelor of Music in Harp Performance. At Concordia, Bulman plays in The

Concordia Orchestra, Handbell Choir, Percussion Ensemble, and Marimba Choir.

Outside of rehearsals, Bulman enjoys many activities, including rollerblading,

cooking, and bird-watching. One of his favorite things about Concordia is the

faculty, saying “Every single professor is dedicated to helping each student learn,

grow, and succeed, and the small class sizes make it possible for them to do that!”

About ensembles, Bulman said that his favorite memory was his freshman year

orchestra tour:  “I had enjoyed orchestra up to that point, but during the tour is

when I really started to develop lasting friendships, and truly found my place in the

ensemble.” For final remarks, Bulman would like to remind everyone to “wear a

mask, be safe, and take care of yourselves and each other!”

https://www.concordiacollege.edu/music/instrumental-newsletter/subscribe-to-instrumental-e-newsletter/
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