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a note from your
class agent
Hello class of 2019! 

I hope the start of 2022 has brought you renewed hope
and good health. As you will read in the campus
updates, there are a lot of changes happening at
Concordia. I hope you take the time to read through
them and acquaint yourself with the happenings at the
college.

As we enter our third year of post-Concordia life, I
certainly miss the random conversations that were had
in Knutson, hearing the bell tower chime, and overall
feeling of campus. We are still a few years away from
our five-year reunion, but I encourage you to consider
attending young alumni events to reconnect with
classmates and the college. Events are usually posted
on Facebook and invites are sent through email - make
sure to update your email on the alumni website! 

If your information (address, name, email) changes or
you want to submit an update to be included next year,
let the college know by filling out the "Update my
information" form on the website.

If you haven't yet, join our class of 2019 Facebook
Page, the Cobber Young Alumni Facebook page, and if
you have any questions do not hesitate to contact the
Office of Alumni Relations at alumni@cord.edu.  

I wish you all a great year ahead!

Roll Cobbs!
Anna Buan

https://www.facebook.com/groups/329083814438192/
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President Craft to Retire

President Craft announced his upcoming

retirement at the end of his second

presidential term, on June 30, 2023. The

Board of Regents as already started seeking

Concordia's next president with a

presidential search committee and national

consulting firm.

New Executive Director of Faith and Learning

Dr. Michael Chan will be welcomed in June 2022 as the new

Executive Director for Faith and Learning. He will direct the new

Lorentzsen and Dovre Centers, guide Concordia's interfaith

relationships, and oversee the work of Campus Ministry. 

Learn. Work. Lead. 

Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions

Offutt School of Business

School of Arts and Sciences

A Concordia College education is rooted in college's deep

commitment to providing a transformational experience for every

one of our students. Development has continued on our academic

framework through Three Schools, One College:
News & Notes

Stay up to date on news
throughout the year and

subscribe to our weekly email
newsletter. 

 
ConcordiaCollege.edu/news/news-

and-notes
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Renovation was completed in Christensen Recital Hall to provide a higher

quality and more modern experience for students and guests

A gas firepit was installed near the 8th Street entrance of the Knutson

Campus Center

An Indoor Performance Center for golf was added in Olson Forum using the

latest simulator technology to provide year-round training for the men's and

women's golf programs

Olson Forum's workout balcony will be expanded this summer

Concordia will begin renovation in the summer of 2022 on the Sanford

Clinic building adjacent to campus to provide expanded laboratory,

classroom, and centralized office space for its freshly named Sanford

Heimarck School of Health Professions. The project will include a nursing

simulation lab and a human performance lab. It will be a remarkable

advancement to the program. 

Advancing the Mission | Cobber Ambassador Program

A new initiative was officially launched to invigorate the unique

network and relationships among alumni, friends, and students of

Concordia College. Cobber Ambassadors are people who care about

the students and mission, believe in the college, and help spread the

word about Concordia's life-changing education. 

Learn more or sign up to become an Ambassador at 

ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/cobber-ambassador-program

Around Campus
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100 Years of Homecoming was celebrated in

October, 2021. The college was happy to

successfully welcome back over 700 alumni and

friends to partake in this strong Cobber tradition. 

We look forward to celebrating with YOU

October 7-9, 2022! Watch for updates at

ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming

The University of Minnesota's Tucker Center for Research on

Girls & Women in Sport gave Concordia an "A" grade on its

2020-21 report card. The college was highlighted for having

female head coaches for 70% of its women's sports. Concordia

was the only MIAC school to receive an "A" grade in the report.

Compliments to Athletic Director Rachel Bergeson for her

leadership in athletics. 

Corn Feed Season is around the corner!

We will continue the tradition of hosting corn

feeds in the summer and hope to see you!

Updates can be found at

ConcordiaCollege.edu/cornfeeds

Homecoming

Concordia Recognized for Women in Coaching
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2021 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

2021 Sent Forth Recipients

Fay Ferguson '73 Dr. Gwen (Wagstrom) Halaas '75

Harold D. Pope '77 Dr . Corey Teigen '86

Stephen Letnes '00 Judge Jade Rosenfeldt '05

Founder, Executive Director

Able Artist Foundation

Clay County Courthouse

Seventh Judicial District 

Senior counsel at

Dykema Gossett, PLLC

Vascular and

interventional radiologist,

researcher, and

developer, and Chief

Scientific Officer,

Penumbra, Inc

Co-CEO Burrell

Communications 

Group 

New dean on Sanford

Heimarck School of

Health Professions
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We can pay forward the generous scholarships we received as students by supporting this

new generation of Cobbers. Together we help make sure a Concordia education is possible

for every student. In 2021, more than 5,000 people came together to raise $2.6+ million for

The Cobber Fund. 

THANK YOU TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR CLASS WHO MADE A GIFT!

 

Be on the lookout for the Cobbers Give campaign March 7-18; a generous alum will add an

additional $100 to each of our gifts to The Cobber Fund. The class of 2019 can truly make a

difference in the lives of current students.
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Giving Update

Lost List

This is a list of our classmates that the alumni office has lost touch with. They

don’t have contact info or know where they are or what they’re up to! If you

happen to be friends with any of them, please encourage them to update their

information at: https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/class-notes/

- Allison A. Bergman

- Aviskar Giri

- Bo C. Gronseth

- Andrew C. Nissen

- Chisolum E. Nkenke

- Rehema Silas

https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/class-notes/


Jennie Reinan
This year I bought my first
house! I’m living in St Paul
with my boyfriend, Jack, and
my two puppies, Otis and
Louie. We’re enjoying the
freedoms and excitement (and
expenses) of first time
homeownership. I’m working
for a subsidiary of
UnitedHealthcare called Bind
in a sales operations role for
my second year, and looking
forward to an upcoming
promotion. I’m also coaching
hockey in St Paul which has
been TONS of fun. Can’t
believe it’s already been 3
years since graduation!

UPDATES FROM
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Ben Paul
I got engaged to my girlfriend in May. We road-tripped
to Boston and Maine this summer. In December I left
my real estate job and started a new job at a remote

financial tech startup called SmartAsset and I’ve been
loving it.

Chris Cartwright
While continuing my work as the marketing associate for

Theater Latté Da in Minneapolis, I'm also contracted as an
audio editor for a performance company in Chicago and

am hosting a weekly radio show in the Twin Cities!

Anna Buan
In August 2021, I started a new job as the Director

of Annual Gifts at Minnehaha Academy in
Minneapolis, MN. January 2022 brought a two-week

trip to Peru and Colombia!
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Erik and I moved to Eagan from Fargo this summer! Erik
goes to grad school at the University of Minnesota for Sport
and Exercise Science. He is also working as a trainer at The

Power House gym in Highland Park. I teach 4th grade in
Owatonna, MN.

In the fall of 2021, I started medical school at the University of
Minnesota- Twin Cities. It has been such a joy to accomplish

my lifelong dream, earn my white coat, and begin learning
alongside other future doctors. I also got engaged to my high

school best friend, Josh. We are looking forward to our
wedding in the summer of 2023!
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Kristin Simmons

Annika Tureson



This past year my boyfriend and I have
begun learning to live and adventure in

our new city of Minneapolis during a
pandemic! I have transition into oncology

nursing at the University of Minnesota
Hospital. Our dog, Moose turned 1! I

watched Jake Hanson (President of our
class!) and Sarah Strand get married in

April, visited the lake during the summer,
traveled to Washington DC in the fall, and

watched Cobber’s Rich and Ciara
Gonzales get married on New Years Eve.
Anxiously awaiting the birth of Scott and

Danika Fischer’s baby this month,
January 2022! Lots to be thankful for and

praying for a healthy and happy 2022.
Soli Deo Gloria!

Mindy Schwarz

UPDATES FROM
CLASSMATES

11Class Letter |  Spr ing 2022


