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HELLO!

Greetings, Class of 2018!  

     

     I hope life is treating you well! It is hard to believe over two months have

passed since we all walked across the stage in Memorial Auditorium to receive

our diploma [holder]s. Mine was on hold after Commencement because I had

an unpaid parking ticket, haha, but it has since arrived! 

     If you're not up to date as to what this is, please join our Class of 2018

Facebook page, which can be found         . If Facebook is not your thing, you can

always submit updates here and they will be included in the letter as well. To

recap, the Office of Alumni Relations has asked me to be our Class Agent,

which means I will facilitate our Class Letter each year. It's a nice way for us to

keep up to date with each other's lives, but also the life of the college and

upcoming alumni events.      

     As I mentioned, I truly hope you are all doing well and thriving in your post-

Concordia life!  

                               Roll Cobbs, 

                                    - Corinne Burrell

here

https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni-donors/stay-in-touch/update-my-info-2/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/942200879273962/
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UPDATES FROM CONCORDIA

Music: 

• "This May, the Concordia Orchestra spent two weeks on a cultural immersion

trip in Greece, visiting eight cities and performing several concerts."  

• "Dr. Rene Clausen was honored with the Weston H. Noble award for Lifetime

Achievement at the 2018 ACDA Central and North Central Conference this year.

Clausen is in his 32nd year at Concordia College as the conductor of The

Concordia Choir." 

Athletics: 

• "Senior Bailey Hovland broke several throwing records this year, winning the

MIAC Championship and breaking the conference meet record in the hammer

throw. Hovland’s hammer mark qualified her for the Women’s Track and Field

Nationals Meet this spring." 

• "Former Concordia student-athlete, coach and administrator Rachel Bergeson

has been named the new Athletic Director. Bergeson, who was the interim

athletic director, becomes the first female athletic director at Concordia." 

Financial: 

• "Concordia has been awarded a $1,000,000 grant from the Andrew Mellon

Foundation in honor of former Mellon Foundation president Earl Lewis ’78. This

grant will be used for faculty development, scholarships for diverse students,

program support for the Office of Diversity, and support for the National Book

Awards. This grant is in addition to the $800,000 grant from the Mellon

Foundation the college received earlier this year to support PEAK and diversity

initiatives across campus." 

Upcoming Cobber events: 

- "Join us for Cobber Night at the Fargo Red Hawks on Wednesday, August 1st.

Tickets are $8 and we’re right on the first baseline. It’ll be a great night! Tickets

are available         ." 

- "We’re heading to the Minnesota Twins as well – Thursday, August 16th at 7

pm. Tickets are $30 and seats are in Section 136. Grab your Cobber friends and

come enjoy a beautiful night at Target Field. Tickets are available          ." 

- "Summer means Corn Feed season! There will be a Corn Feed in Eagan on

Sunday, August 19th, and the Moorhead Corn Feed will be on Sunday, August

22nd! You can find the full tour schedule here." 

- "Mark your calendars for Homecoming 2018! It will be September 27th-30th!"

here

here

http://cord.edu/cornfeeds
https://www.facebook.com/events/223254528247618/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1064983347000799/
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

Since graduation, I have relocated to downtown St. Paul! I

am working at the Minnesota Children's Museum as a

Membership and Sales Assistant. Work is fulfilling and fun,

and I love my coworkers. I can even bike or walk to the

museum from my apartment! I have loved living on my

own, but am very glad I have friends in the neighborhood.

It's been great to explore museums, breweries, and other

events with fellow 2018ers Katie Beedy, Sunny Lee, Bailey

Tillman, and Tabitha Durbin! Pictured is Tab and me at the

recent Cobber Night at the St. Paul Saints game (mac and

cheese hot dogs are one of my new favorite foods btw)!

Some random excitement in my life is that I am headed to

the East Coast this fall to visit D.C., New York City, and

Boston with my friend that I met in D.C. when I studied

there. I also recently bought tickets to see Hamilton when

it tours here at the Orpheum! I haven't visited home since

moving, so I miss my dogs, haha, but otherwise life is good! 

-Corinne Burrell
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

I relocated to Houston, Texas to begin my career

at Jewish Family Service of Houston as a Social

Media Specialist/ReelAbilities Coordinator (a film

festival promoting awareness about the lives and

stories of people with disabilities)/Development

Associate. Moving so far away from home has

been a huge change, but I have a wonderful

group of colleagues and friends here— including a

91 year old woman I share an office with! I also

adopted a beautiful dog from Houston Pets Alive,

an organization that saves dogs from being

euthanized. Life is definitely an adventure! 

-Andie Palagi
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

Well, since graduation Sunday, I've been in the

United States for a combined 10 days. First, the

Concordia Orchestra & I went on an international

tour to Greece! After returning to the states, as a

member of the Minnesota Air National Guard, I

deployed to Ramstein Air Base in Ramstein,

Germany for 3 months. The office I work in

coordinates, schedules, and monitors all missions in

Europe & Africa. Once I return home at the end of

August, I'll be starting a job at Nihilent Technologies

in Roseville, MN as a Data Scientist consultant! 

-Josiah Kohlmeyer 
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

I am currently in Fargo working at the YMCA with my

dear preschool kiddos, but in about a week I am

moving to scenic Albert Lea, MN where we found a

beautiful apartment and I will be teaching K-5 Music at

an elementary school in the fall while Keegan will be

starting his engineering job right over the state line in

Northwood, IA! I will miss the comfort of Fargo but am

so excited for this adventure and to live closer to my

family! After a summer of camping and relaxing I’m

excited to jump into this first year of teaching and to

see where else post-grad takes us. (Hopefully to

adopting a dog or cat soon, who knows😋) 

-Maggie Kielas 
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

Since a few weeks before graduation, I've been in

Vanuatu, training as a Peace Corps Volunteer. Training

consisted of learning about culture, language, and

everyday skills (like husking coconuts, cleaning

chickens, and weaving mats) in addition to technical

training as a teacher. I'll be working with primary

education literacy. I just finished training last week,

and today was my first day in class in Lamap, Vanuatu

where I'll be for the next two years. So I didn't make it

to our graduation, but here's a picture from swearing-

in (graduation from training) with my host mama

during training: 

-Colton Dabrowski 
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

About two weeks after graduation, I moved to St. Paul, Minnesota

to live with my boyfriend Isaac Lovdahl, class of 2015, and our cat

Kezia. I did not have a job lined up before the move, so I spent my

first week or so just getting comfortable in my new place and

exploring the Twin Cities (mostly with Corinne Burrell). My period of

unemployment was short-lived (thank goodness) and I accepted a

job as the Digital Marketing Coordinator for the Boys & Girls Clubs

of the Twin Cities. It is a brand new position, so I am creating it as I

go, which has been both exciting and intimidating. My primary

tasks include managing the organization’s social media, executing

email marketing campaigns, and assisting with events. It has only

been a month, but I am excited to see where this new chapter in

life takes me! (The picture attached is from the wedding of Cobber

couple Jordan Degerness and Kira Graber.) 

-Katie Beedy 
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

Since graduation, I began at Wartburg

Theological Seminary in Dubuque, IA to

pursue a Master of Divinity and

eventually ordination! I’m spending my

summer as a Day Camp Director at

Luther Crest Bible Camp in Alexandria,

MN before returning to Wartburg in

September! Attached is a picture from

camp with three of my good friends. 

-Amanda Randall 
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

Immediately following

graduation, I completed my

final weeks working at the

North Dakota Autism Center in

West Fargo. I've since gathered

my things in my parents' garage

in preparation for my move to

Morgantown, West Virginia in

August to start grad school at

WVU in Behavior Analysis. I am

so looking forward to this fresh

start and to continuing my

education journey over the next

4 years! As per the photo, 2018

was a big year for my fam and

my brother will be "taking my

spot" in Fargo at NDSU as a first

year student. Life is certainly

offering many changes and

growth opportunities in the

near future! 

-Kacey Finch
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

After graduation I stayed on campus for another month, training to throw shot

put, discus, and hammer at conference and then hammer at nationals. I won the

meet and set the conference record in the hammer throw, got second in discus,

and got fourth in shot put. Later I was named the Outstanding Field Athlete of

the meet. Qualifying for nationals was so much fun and I got to compete with

some incredible women. Shortly after nationals I moved back to my hometown,

Willmar, MN, for the summer to work at the West Central Tribune as a reporter

until I head off to the University of Minnesota Walter Mondale Law School this

coming fall. Most recently, I've just gotten back from a week-long excursion in

Glacier National Park, a destination on my bucket list. If you know me at all, I

don't stop moving very often, so now I'm planning a summer trip to the

Canadian Museum for Human Rights with my activist/pastor grandma. Life

certainly hasn't slowed down since I left Concordia, but that's just the way I like it.

I hope everyone is doing well and continuing to pursue their passions, whatever

they may be, after finally getting that expensive Cobber degree. 

-Bailey Hovland
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

After graduation, I returned to the Charles Lindbergh House and

Museum. It is my second summer there, and I recently got

promoted to Interpreter II! I now give additional lectures on

Lindbergh as well as my usual house tours. I’ve been applying to

different museum jobs both in Minnesota and out, so hopefully

something pans out! I won’t lie. It’s been really difficult and

frustrating. But I’m not about to give up. I love the Lindbergh

house with all my heart, but one can always hope for a year

round, full time job. Attached is a picture of me and some

coworkers in front of the house on International Museum Day! 

-Grace Duxbury
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

I spent the month of May after graduation backpacking through

Peru and Chile with one of my childhood best friends, which

was an amazing and unforgettable experience. After I returned, I

accepted a job as a Media and Marketing coordinator at Bleachr,

a tech start up in downtown Minneapolis that creates apps for

major sports tournaments and teams. Currently I'm really busy

with our tennis brand, and I will be spending the rest of July and

August traveling with the U.S. Open Series tennis tour creating

content for the apps. Bleachr is growing SO fast, and I feel

incredibly lucky to be along for the ride! Something else that's

really cool about the company is that it was started by a Cobber

alum and her husband! She's been a great mentor to me as well

and I'm excited to continue learning alongside her and the rest

of the Bleachr team! 

-Kayla Dostal
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

After graduating I enjoyed a marvelous month

off in my home town with my family. Lots of

reading, relaxing, and enjoying time with the

fam. In mid-June I started my job as an

Admission Counselor at NDSU! Can y’all believe

I’m working with the class of 2023? Otherwise

I’m enjoying lots of the same FM treasures I did

while in school, but without homework looming

over my shoulder. 

-Marah Moy



Page 16 

UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

 

My name is Elizabeth, but everyone at Concordia called me

Alaska, since that was where I was born and raised!  

Anyways, since graduation, I moved to Watertown, South

Dakota; passed my Nursing boards, and started working as a

Registered Nurse on the Medical/Surgical/Pediatric unit at

Prairie Lakes Healthcare System! I absolutely love it!  

You may be wondering how an Alaska girl ended up in South

Dakota. That is because, come September 8th of this year, I will

be marrying the love of my life, Matthew Kuhlman, a farmer

who lives in Watertown! 

I am forever thankful to Concordia for all the memories,

friendships, skills, and it’s amazing Nursing program that made

me into the Cobber alumni woman I am today! #rollcobbs 

-Elizabeth Viergutz
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

Right after graduation I went to work as a French/English

interpreter in Port-au-Prince, Haiti with a French & Nursing May

Sem through Concordia. It was great to get medical

interpretation experience!! Since then I’m working as a dog

walker for the summer; it’s a great summer job to save up money

before I move to Paris, France to start my Master’s degree in

International Relations at the American University of Paris.  

With this dog-walking gig, I’ve had the opportunity to explore

some great East Coast cities like Baltimore, Washington, D.C.,

Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and New York City so far!   

My Visa Appointment is set up for early August and I’m moving

officially on August 30th!  

I know some of you are moving to D.C. in August, give me a call,

I’d love to show you the city  

-Kat Nicholson
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

After graduating in December I spent 3 months as a

long term sub in northern minnesota as the 5-12 band

director and Kindergarten music teacher. After my

mini adventure I moved back to the cities to continue

working at the YMCA where I plan curriculum and take

2nd graders on field trips around the twin cities. In May

I accepted a job and come August I will be starting my

new position in Maple Lake, MN where I will be

teaching K-8 general music as well as 5th and 6th

grade band and lessons. Curt and I are now renting an

apartment in Saint Cloud and we’re both looking

forward to our next adventure! 

-Samie Shotts 
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

This summer I have been working at Confidence

Learning Center near Brainerd, MN. I program for

individuals with disabilities educational and fun

outdoor and nature activities. I also get my puppy fix

by putting in a few hours at a pet kennel. This

August I will be moving to Boise, ID to start medical

school at Idaho College of Osteopathic Medicine

(ICOM). I’m excited to see where this new journey

takes me and looking forward to meeting new

people and exploring new places! The photo is from

a recent weekend trip my family and I took to the

cities. I’d never been to the sculpture park so

decided I had to before moving to Idaho! 

-Lily Erdal  
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

I am currently on Cape Cod in Falmouth,

Massachusetts performing nine different

productions in 10 weeks with the College Light

Opera Company! At the end of August, I’ll be

moving to Urbana, Illinois to pursue my masters

degree in Vocal Performance and Literature with

an assistantship teaching musical theatre voice

at the University of Illinois at Urbana/Champaign.

✌  Here’s a production photo from “Wonderful

Town”! We put up a new show every week!! 

-Berit Johnson
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

After a two-week trip to France and Italy

after graduation, I have been laying low

and working in maternal and pre-natal

care in my hometown of Woodbury,

Minnesota! After getting a close friend from

high school down the aisle as her maid of

honor, I have recently (as in yesterday)

signed my first solo lease on a studio

apartment in Des Moines, Iowa so that I

can continue my education at Drake

University School of Law in order to

become a human rights attorney. I am so

excited for all of the things ahead of me as

well as the rest of the class of 2018 ☺  
-ShelbyKate Maly 
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

I just presented at the Council on Undergraduate

Research (CUR) National Conference in Arlington, VA

with Kacey Finch, wrapping up our undergrad

research careers! While in the area, we took the

opportunity to sightsee DC during the 4th of July and

had a fabulous time!!! I also just accepted a job as a

data technician at North Dakota Grain Inspection, and

plan to stay in F-M for one more year while President

Hanson finishes his last year, and as I search and apply

for graduate schools in psychology! 😊 

-Sarah Strand
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

After graduation I was accepted to a summer program called the

Walden Creative Musicians Retreat in Dublin NH. As apart of the

program I had the opportunity to take lessons from world class

faculty from several universities across the country including their

artist in residence Chris Theofanidis: professor of composition at Yale

University. In addition to lessons and masterclass with faculty, I

wrote a string quartet that was premiered by the Mivos quartet on

one of the composer forums during the retreat. Now I am writing

additional movements to my piece and I hope to incorporate it in

my portfolio and get the rest of it performed and recorded! *picture

from the forum discussing my piece with the moderators and the

audience. 

-Edward Shilts
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

Since graduating, I have become the director at Club

Kids Drop-In Childcare here in Fargo! I have worked

for the daycare all through college so moving up has

been really cool! I also took a trip to San Francisco,

California with my sister! We stayed with my aunt

and it was a blast. Since coming back I have

accepted a second grade teaching position in Devils

Lake and will move down there officially come end

of July! Nothing makes me more giddy than raiding

the Target dollar section for cute things/decor for my

classroom 😊 

-Madison Wohler
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

After graduating in December, I returned to my hometown of

Canby, MN. I worked four different jobs; as a CNA at two

different hospitals, at my local pharmacy, and as a substitute

teacher. I also got engaged in January and traveled for

medical school interviews. I left my jobs in mid-June to take

some time off before moving to Grand Forks at the end of

July. I will beginning medical school at The University of

North Dakota School of Medicine and Health Sciences in the

beginning of August with quite a few other Cobbers! 

-Makayla VanDerostyne
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

This summer I was lucky enough to land an

internship at KNOCK Inc., a creative-services agency

in Minneapolis! As their video intern, I work closely

with the video team to help shoot footage, edit

projects, and sit in on client meetings. I’m learning

so much every day and get to work with some really

cool companies like Target, the Mall of America,

and La Marca. I plan to stay in Minneapolis for the

time being and continue building up my

videography skills through work and various video

gigs. I’ve loved living here since I moved in June,

and can’t wait to keep exploring this city! 

-Bailey Tillman
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

After graduating in December, I stayed in Moorhead

where I worked as a Special Education

Paraprofessional and substitute taught at Norman

County West. In May, I ventured out to Italy and

Ireland with some other Cobber friends to explore a

few beautiful cities. Once I returned, I moved back to

my hometown of Champlin, MN, and recently

accepted a position to teach 3rd grade at Christian

Heritage Academy in Lakeville, MN. I’m so excited for

my first year of teaching, and I cannot wait to watch

my students learn and grow 😊 

-Abby Carlson
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

After graduation, I spent the month of June in Lucca, Italy via the

Canta in Italia program at Wichita State University. I studied the Itallian

language daily, and had daily voice lessons, coachings, and staged two

opera scenes. I spent a day in verona and saw Zeffirelli's Aida in a full

Colosseum of 25,000 people, and the 4th act was lit by candles. The

day after my trip in Italy ended I traveled to Russell, Kansas. I am

currently working as the tenor young artist for the AdAdtra music

festival. I have already sung an evening of Cole Porter, but I will also be

singing in the Brahm's Requiem, an evening of Schubert songs, Bach

cantata no. 70, and The St. Matthew's Passion. After I finish my

program in Russell, I will be heading to Wichita where I will be

pursuing my master's degree in opera performance at Wichita State

University. At Wichita State I will also be one of their graduate teaching

assisitants, and will teach voice lessons to undergraduate singers! I am

very excited for what these next couple of years have to offer! 

-Logan Barat
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

This summer I've been working full time at Eddie Bauer in the West Acres

mall. Truly enjoying FM instead of just living here during the school year is

a very different feeling. I have been traveling to reconnect with old friends

and family throughout the summer. To the beautiful Madison, WI;

Minneapolis, MN; Mackinac State Park and soon I'm traveling back to

Tennessee for a cousin's wedding! I'm spending the next year doing a

bunch of "I don't know" where I will work, start auditioning for grad school

programs and thoroughly enjoying life instead of just living it and I am SO

excited for what comes next! 

-Andrew Swartchick

I'm in Washington DC for two months this

summer, first as a fellow at the National

Orchestral Institute + Festival and now

working at The John F. Kennedy Center for

Performing Arts as a Resident Advisor for the

National Symphony Orchestra Summer

Music Institute! In the fall I'm moving to New

York City where I will begin my Master's in

Violin Performance at NYU. 

-Michael Abramyan

The month after graduation I was in LA at SongFest

singing with some of the most talented faculty in the

country. I was able to perform multiple times and even

had my own recital! Come August I will be moving to

Baltimore to pursue my masters in Vocal Performance at

Johns Hopkins Peabody Conservatory. (I know my fellow

performance majors Berit and Logan have been doing

cool things too!) 

-Hannah Noyes

Starting August I will be working

with AmeriCorps’s LEAP (Learning

Early Achieves Potential) initiative

in southern MN, working with the

social-emotional learning skills of

preschoolers. This just means that

kids growing up in low- income

areas or kids that have rough home

situations with financial and other

at-home stressors need extra

attention so that their academic

success doesn’t suffer. While

involved with this program, I will be

studying for the GRE and starting

my grad school application process

for counseling psychology! 

-Callie Judnick
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UPDATES FROM CLASSMATES 

A week after graduation I took a camping trip to Mount Rushmore and Devil’s

Tower with another Cobber Alum Janey Walquist. I love being out doors so it was

just what I needed before hunkering down to study for my Nursing Boards! I

passed my boards a month later and have just started my second week on the

Cardiac Unit at Sanford in Fargo. Nursing is such a rewarding profession and I love

working with the patients. I’m excited to see what the next two years at Sanford

have in store for me! 

-Sofia Olesen

For this summer, I am working at a lake resort near Park

Rapids. It's sunshine and great people all day long, so it's

been a fantastic summer so far! I've also been studying

for the DAT so I can apply to dental school this summer.

While I'm waiting to hear back from dental schools, I'll

be taking a gap year in Bozeman, MT. So if anyone is in

the area sometime next year, let me know! Though I will

be a few states away, I'm gonna try to make it to

homecoming, so I hope to see y'all there! 

-Meia Kjellberg

I've spent my time since graduation out

at Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp in

Lakeside, Montana as a counselor. In

just 2 short weeks from today, I'll move

down to Dubuque, Iowa to begin

seminary at Wartburg Theological

Seminary to hopefully become an ELCA

pastor/chaplain! 

-Matthew Engum

I'm spending the

summer doing more

studying than I ever did

at Concordia (no

offense) to take the CPA

exams, and doing a

little bit of serving at

Granite City. Depending

on the day, I’m cranking

out 4-8 hours of study

time and it is truly

riveting - hit me up if

you want an accounting

lecture. On the plus

side, I found out I

passed the first of four

sections! The other

three are scheduled

across the rest of the

summer so the fight is

far from over. In mid-

September I’ll be

moving down to St.

Paul to start my career

as an Auditor for

Deloitte and I’m pretty

stoked! 

-Andrew B. Johnson


