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Class of 2017 - 

2022 marks 5 years since we graduated from Concordia College. It is

hard to believe how different most of our lives looked 5 years ago. In

2016/2017 a majority of us were living on or near campus, shared meals

with friends everyday at DS, stayed up all hours of the night prepping

group projects, and balanced internships/jobs. Don’t forget we were also

planning what our lives would like once we left Concordia - no pressure! 

 Well… How is it going? 

No doubt about it, the world has changed a lot in 5 years and we each

have likely changed right alongside it. The class of  2017 has already

made such a positive impact on this world and we all can’t wait to see

what everyone does next. In the meantime, enjoy each day and continue

to leave the places and the people you surround yourself with better

than before. 

Best, 

Grace Ulven & Hayley Ahrndt

GREETING



CAMPUS  UPDATES

Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions

Offutt School of Business

School of Arts and Sciences

President Craft to Retire

President Craft announced his upcoming retirement at the end of his second

presidential term, on June 30, 2023. The Board of Regents has already started

seeking Concordia’s next president with a presidential search committee and

national consulting firm. 

New Executive Director for Faith and Learning

Dr. Michael Chan will be welcomed in June as the new Executive Director for Faith

and Learning. He will direct the Lorentzsen and Dovre Centers, guide Concordia’s

interfaith relationships, and oversee the work of Campus Ministry. 

Learn. Work. Lead. 

A Concordia College education is rooted in the college’s deep commitment to

providing a transformational experience for every one of our students through

learning, working and leadership. Development has continued on our academic

framework through Three Schools, One College:

Concordia will begin renovation in the summer of 2022 on the Sanford Clinic

building adjacent to campus to provide expanded laboratory, classroom, and

centralized office space for its freshly named Sanford Heimarck School of Health

Professions. The project will include a nursing simulation lab and a human

performance lab. It will be a remarkable advancement to the program.



CAMPUS  UPDATES

COVID Response/Planning

We continue to monitor guidance from the Minnesota Department of Health and

the CDC to keep our campus as healthy as possible amid the ongoing COVID-19

pandemic. Students, faculty, and staff are updated regularly and encouraged

engage in risk-reducing practices to prioritize in-person learning and working

through the academic year.  

Advancing the Mission: Cobber Ambassador Program

A new initiative was officially launched to invigorate the unique network and

relationships among alumni, friends, and students of Concordia College. Cobber

Ambassadors are people who care about the students and mission, believe in the

college, and help spread the word about Concordia’s life-changing education.  

Learn more or become an Ambassador at ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/cobber-

ambassador-program

New Dean of Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions

Dr. Gwen Wagstrom Halaas ’75 named new dean of Sanford Heimarck School of

Health Professions. Dr. Halaas brings more than four decades of research,

teaching, program development and administrative experience to Concordia. She

grew up in the Fargo-Moorhead area and is a 1975 graduate of Concordia. Dr.

Halaas will assume the role on July 1, 2022.



AROUND  CAMPUS

Renovation was completed in Christiansen Recital Hall to provide a higher

quality and more modern experience for students and guests.  

A gas firepit was installed on campus near the 8th Street entrance to Knutson

Campus Center.  

An Indoor Performance Center for golf was added in Olson Forum using the

latest simulator technology to provide year-round training for the men’s and

women’s golf programs.

Olson Forum’s workout balcony will be expanded this summer. 

Concordia Recognized for Women in Coaching

The University of Minnesota’s Tucker Center for Research on Girls & Women in

Sport gave Concordia and “A” grade on its 2020-21 report card. The college was

highlighted for having female head coaches for 70% of its women’s sports.

Concordia was the only MIAC school to receive an “A” grade in the report.

Compliments to Athletic Director Rachel Bergeson for her leadership in athletics. 

News & Notes

Stay up to date on news throughout the year and subscribe to our weekly

newsletter. ConcordiaCollege.edu/news/news-and-notes



UPCOMING  EVENTS

Homecoming

100 Years of Homecoming was celebrated on campus in October 2021. The college

was happy to successfully welcome back over 700 alumni and friends to celebrate

this strong Cobber tradition. 

We look forward to celebrating with you October 7-9, 2022! Watch for updates at

ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming 

Corn Feed Season is around the corner! 

We will continue with the tradition of hosting corn feeds in the summer and hope

to see you! Updates can be found at ConcordiaCollege.edu/cornfeeds
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Travel the World with Concordia

Each year, the Alumni Relations Office offers opportunities for alumni and the

Concordia family to partake in global travel experiences led by our in-house

experts. From wine tastings in the French countryside, participating in Northern

Spain's rich culture from the seat of your bicycle, or traveling as a companion to

our top vocal and instrumental ensembles as they share their music with the

world, there's an excursion catered to every interest. 

Explore the trips at ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/global-travel

 



GIVING  +  AWARDS

Fay Ferguson ‘73 - Co-CEO Burrell Communications Group 

Dr. Gwen (Wagstrom) Halaas ’75 - Vice chancellor for Academic Affairs and professor,

Washington State University Health Sciences

Harold D. Pope ’77 - Senior counsel at Dykema Gossett, PLLC

Dr. Corey Teigen ’86 - Chief Scientific Officer, Penumbra, Inc.; Vascular and

interventional radiologist, researcher and developer

Judge Jade Rosenfeldt ‘05 - Clay County Courthouse, Seventh Judicial District   

Stephen Letnes ‘00 - Founder, Executive Director, Able Artist Foundation

Giving Update

We can pay forward the generous scholarships we received as students by supporting

this new generation of Cobbers. Together, we help ensure that a Concordia education is

possible for every student.

In 2021, more than 5,000 people came together to raise $2.6 million for The Cobber Fund. 

Thank you to the members of our class who made a gift in 2021!

Be on the lookout for the Cobbers Give campaign March 7-18; a generous alum will add

an additional $100 to each of our gifts to The Cobber Fund. The class of 2017 can truly

make a difference in the lives of current students. Learn more about giving online at

ConcordiaCollege.edu/giving. 

Alumni Awards 

2021 Alumni Achievement Award

2021 Sent Forth Award

To read more about these recipients or to nominate a deserving alumni go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition



Wes Kimball & Erica Floding

In May, I left teaching at Oak Grove (Fargo) to move back to the Twin Cities so I could move closer to

my fiancée as we finished our wedding planning. I accepted an interim role at Shepherd of the Valley

Lutheran Church (Apple Valley) as a high school youth director. In September, I started my final year

of classes at Wartburg Seminary (Dubuque, IA). My program will finish with a one year internship, and

I am eagerly awaiting to find out where I will complete this.

On October 23, I married Erica Floding ('17) at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum (our wedding

party had 12 Cobbers in it)!! It was an absolutely perfect day with the most beautiful pictures! While I

am so glad I will never have to plan another wedding during Covid again, it was the most wonderful

day and I'm so thankful to be spending the rest of my life with Erica!

One of the most unique things of our wedding day was we formed a band to play a few songs during

the reception to give the DJ a couple breaks during the night. We created @putzandthemorons

featuring fellow Cobbers Evan Berg-Dibley '16, David Najjar '16, Sam Christenson '17, and Luke Elliott

(my freshman RA). We finished our last set playing 5,000 Candles in the Wind from Parks and Rec,

with Erica as a 

CLASS  UPDATES

surprise

saxophone solo at

the end. It was

such a fun surprise

for our wedding

guests! 



CLASS  UPDATES

Nicky Patton 

John and I welcomed Joanna on August 4th, 2021.

 She surprised us by coming 7 weeks early, and we've

been soaking up her presence ever since.

Matthew Lillehaugen

After my year with the Carnegie Endowment for

International Peace in Washington, DC, I accepted a job

with Assess Transform Reach Consulting in the fall of

2018. ATR is a development consulting firm that

provides research, monitoring, and evaluation

services for humanitarian and development agencies, primarily within Afghanistan. I was

based in Kabul from January 2019 through late March 2020, when the pandemic compelled

most expats to leave the country and work remotely. During the pandemic I finally got

around to applying for grad school, and this past August I started a Master in Public Affairs

program at Princeton University’s School of Public and International Affairs.

Adam Kolling

Graduated with Doctor of Pharmacy degree from the University of Minnesota, moved to

Portland, Maine for postgraduate pharmacy residency program at Maine Medical Center.
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Amanda Randall

This past year has been crazy! I

graduated from Wartburg

Theological Seminary (May 21)

with a Master of Arts in Diaconal

Ministry. I continued to serve at

Shetek Lutheran Ministries as

Program Director through

December. It was a joy. In

November, I was ordained as a

deacon in ELCA. I began serving at

Peace Lutheran Church in Sioux

Falls, SD as Director of Faith

Formation: Teens and Family. It’s

been a year full of transitions, but

so much excitement. 



CLASS  UPDATES
COLE BARTELS wins The American Prize ERNST BACON MEMORIAL AWARD for the

Performance of American Music, college/university division, 2021

Trombone soloist COLE BARTELS is winner of The American Prize ERNST BACON

MEMORIAL AWARD for the Performance of American Music, 2021, in the college/university

division, for his performance of music by Brian Mark. Bartels was selected from

applications reviewed recently from across the United States. The American Prize National

Nonprofit Competitions in the Performing Arts, David (Volosin) Katz, founder and chief

judge, is the nation's most comprehensive series of non-profit competitions in the musical

and theater arts, unique in scope and structure, designed to recognize and reward the

best performing artists, ensembles and composers in the United States based on

submitted recordings. The American Prize was founded in 2009 and is awarded annually

in many areas of the performing arts. (theamericanprize.org)

Link to official

announcement:

http://theamericanprize.blo

gspot.com/2021/10/winners-

bacon-awardamerican-

music.html

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2ftheamericanprize.org&c=E,1,rHV4cDN1ZlNWIKudYGD6FjbVmGNQk7QrYwuikCv0lWu72Mk1OjwgCnZ33SncZRvKde1umfrEbhPcEajQDIgXGM35p8KjXUWzc8861gSZMtI,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2ftheamericanprize.blogspot.com%2f2021%2f10%2fwinners-bacon-awardamerican-music.html&c=E,1,Wclm9BPKF2ZYGp5yGxVgeXF9MGUTcT7qcwNoc08jY48nFqF1weuiIWRbZiw1yFXwvK3J_eC1qGTzCcwHcaWerdcQgwrqz5jIIw1J8-zqm_MComPrVy5YpQ,,&typo=1

