
Class Letter
SPRING 2022 CLASS OF  2009 CONCORDIA COLLEGE

President Craft to Retire
President Craft announced his
upcoming retirement at the end of his
second presidential term, on June 30,
2023. The Board of Regents has already
started seeking Concordia's next
president with a presidential search
committee and national consulting
firm. 

CAMPUS UPDATES

New Executive Director for Faith and Learning
Dr. Michael Chan will be welcomed in June 2022 as the new
Executive Director for Faith and Learning.  He will direct the
Lorentzsen and Dovre Centers, guide Concordia's interfaith
relationships, and oversee the work of Campus Ministry. 

Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions
Offutt School of Business
School of Arts and Sciences

Learn. Work. Lead. 
A Concordia College education is rooted in college's deep commitment to providing a
transformational experience for every one of our students.  Development has continued on our
academic framework through Three Schools, One College:

Concordia will begin renovation in the summer of 2022 on the Sanford Clinic building adjacent
to campus to provide expanded laboratory, classroom, and centralized office space for its freshly
named Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions.  The project will include a nursing
simulation lab and a human performance lab.  It will be a remarkable advancement to the
program. 



Dr. Gwen Wagstrom Halaas '75 named new dean of  
Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions 
Dr. Halaas brings more than four decades of research, teaching,
program development and administrative experience to Concordia. 
 She grew up in the Fargo-Moorhead area and is a 1975 graduate of
Concordia.  Dr. Halaas will assume the role on July 1, 2022. 

Advancing the Mission  |  Cobber Ambassador Program

Learn more or sign up to become an Ambassador at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/cobber-ambassador-program

A new initiative was officially launched to
invigorate the unique network and relationships
among alumni, friends, and students of Concordia
College. Cobber Ambassadors are people who care
about the students and mission, believe in the
college, and help spread the word about
Concordia's life-changing education.  

Giving Update
We can pay forward the generous
scholarships we received as students by
supporting this new generation of Cobbers. 
 Together, we help ensure that a Concordia
education is possible for every student.  

In 2021, more than 5,000 people came together to raise $2.6+ million for The Cobber Fund, which
helps provide scholarships for students, and we have to say, this new generation of students. 

THANK YOU TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR CLASS THAT HAVE PARTICIPATED IN GIVING!
The class of 2009 can truly make a difference in the lives of current students. 

Learn more or give online at ConcordiaCollege.edu/giving

Travel the World with Concordia
Each year, the Alumni Relations Office offers opportunities for alumni and
the Concordia family to partake in global travel experiences led by our in-
house experts. From wine tastings in the French countryside, participating
in Northern Spain's rich culture from the seat of your bicycle, or traveling as
a companion to our top vocal and instrumental ensembles as they share
their music with the world, there's an excursion catered to every interest.  

Explore the trips at ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/global-travel

News & Notes
Stay up to date on news throughout the year and

subscribe to our weekly email newsletter.
 

ConcordiaCollege.edu/news/news-and-notes



COVID Response/Planning

We continue to monitor guidance from the Minnesota
Department of Health and the CDC to keep our
campus as healthy as possible amid the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.  Students, faculty, and staff are
updated regularly and encouraged to engage in risk-
reducing practices to prioritize in-person learning and
working through the academic year. 

Renovation was completed in Christiansen Recital Hall to provide a higher quality and more
modern experience for students and guests
A gas firepit was installed near the 8th Street entrance of the Knutson Campus Center
An Indoor Performance Center for golf was added in Olson Forum using the latest
simulator technology to provide year-round training for the men's and women's golf
programs
Olson Forum's workout balcony will be expanded this summer

Around Campus

Concordia Recognized for Women in Coaching

The University of Minnesota's Tucker Center for Research on Girls & Women in
Sport gave Concordia an "A" grade on its 2020-21 report card.  The college was
highlighted for having female head coaches for 70% of its women's sports.
Concordia was the only MIAC school to receive an "A" grade in the report.
Compliments to Athletic Director Rachel Bergeson for her leadership.

Homecoming
100 Years of Homecoming was celebrated in October 2021. 
 The college was happy to successfully welcome back over 700
alumni and friends to partake in this strong Cobber tradition. 

We look forward to celebrating with YOU October 7-9, 2022!
Watch for updates at ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming

Corn Feed Season is around the corner!

We will continue the tradition of hosting corn feeds in
the summer and hope to see you! 

Updates can be found at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/cornfeeds



Alumni Awards
 

2021 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

2021 Sent Forth Recipients

Nominations Always Open
To read more about these recipients or to nominate a deserving alumni, go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition

Fay Ferguson '73 Dr. Gwen (Wagstrom) Halaas '75

Co-CEO Burrell 
Communications
Group

Vice chancellor for Academic 
Affairs and professor, 
Washington State University 
Health Sciences

Harold D. Pope '77 Dr. Corey Teigen '86

Senior counsel at 
Dykema Gossett, PLLC

Vascular and interventional
radiologist, researcher, and 
developer, and Chief Scientific 
Officer, Penumbra, Inc.

Stephen Letnes '00 Judge Jade Rosenfeldt '05

Founder, Executive Director 
Able Artist Foundation

Clay County Courthouse
Seventh Judicial District

Called to Serve Award is conferred upon alumni who have demonstrated notable commitment
to the mission of the college through lifelong service to their faith communities, education, arts
or other not-for-profit activities. Alumni of any year are eligible. 
The Sent Forth Award is conferred upon young alumni who have distinguished themselves
early on in their careers and service to others. For graduates of less than 20 years, this award is
reserved for alumni who have shown vocational precociousness.
The Alumni Achievement Award (AAA), the college's highest honor, is conferred upon alumni
who have distinguished themselves in their careers and service to others. For graduates of 20
years or more, the AAA is reserved for alumni at the pinnacle of their vocational life. 

Concordia has three categories of awards presented each year.



Class Updates from the Alumni Office
      

Daniel Ram
Asher was born in February in Boston, MA
and we are still learning how to be parents!
Additionally, Alice recently started her third
year of anesthesia residency and I finally
started my own immunology research lab at
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center/
Harvard Medical School. We never expected
to be in the Boston area for this long, but it
looks like we will be here for a bit longer!

Reed Sorensen
I finally finished my schooling this year, graduating with a PhD from the University of
Washington. The program focused on statistics for global health -- what a strange year to
be in this field. I'm also happy to announce that I'm getting married in April to Hillary
Preston. Life is full of ups and downs, and it feels good to report that things are looking up
in 2022. Wishing you all the best from Seattle!

Caitlin (Johnson) Maciejewski
I spent three years serving as an optometrist
in the Army, stationed in Louisiana. When my
husband, Jeffrey, and I separated from the
military we decided to settle in Colorado
Springs. We now have two beautiful, smart,
and busy children, Calvin is 3, Lyla is 1. We
love spending time outdoors and hope we
can travel more this summer.

Anna (Talafous) Doyals
I am still living in Washington with my husband Mike, our dog (Riley), and our cat
(Georgia). We bought a house about 30 minutes south of Seattle in August 2020 and have
been spending time working on small projects to really make the house our own. We
renovated the backyard, including new sod, this past summer and we can't wait for the
new trees we planted to start to grow. The biggest change is that I got a new job in July
working for the largest winery in Washington, Chateau Ste Michelle, as their Omni
Channel Promotions Manager. It has been so fun to get back to working in the wine
industry after taking a slight hiatus to work for a startup for a little over a year. 



Kaley (Hanson) Krause
In March 2021, we were blessed with a perfect baby girl, Collins Monroe Krause, to
complete our family. Now Jacob and I, Marek (6), Levin (4) and Collins (1). Covid has made
for an exhausting couple of years juggling work, virtual learning and quarantines. We are
thankful for our health. Hope everyone is hanging in there!  

Nathan Larsen
2021 was no ordinary year. That's true for most people, but for our family, it was taken to a
new level. Our mantra was "If it's meant to be, it will happen." We started out the year
back to teaching via Distance Learning in Waconia, MN. It was sad to not be with our
students, but we used the time to enjoy lunches together in Alyssa's classroom watching
"The Great British Show." Meanwhile, we had both been approached to apply for two
open positions in another school district in Big Lake, MN where another family member &
Concordia alumni, Brittany Wedlund '10, had been singing our praises to the
administration. In early April, we finalized our plans to switch schools at the end of the
academic year. Of course, we then needed to find a home closer to the new jobs we had
accepted, no easy feat in this turbulent and cutthroat housing market in the Twin Cities.
However, with the help of another Concordia alumni, Ryan Haagenson '09, we found our
absolute dream house in Otsego, MN, allowing us to move within 20 minutes of school,
and still stay within a 30 minute drive of Apple Ridgedale, where I'm still working part
time as a Genius repair technician. Unfortunately, this meant we had to sell our well-
loved 60 year old home in Eden Prairie, which we'd lived in for almost 6 years, and
brought our daughter, Lila, home to. The seller's market came through, and once again,
we were amazed at how everything fell into place, as we didn't even have to put our
house on the market before it was purchased by another young family from our
daughter's daycare. If that wasn't enough, we were also busy anticipating the arrival of
our family's newest addition, Luca Nathan Larsen, on May 16th. He came joyously into this
world at an unanticipated 11 pounds. Just over a month later, we packed up our first
home, and made the move to one with more much space, thankfully, and room to grow.
The rest of our summer was a blur of diaper changes, late night feedings, and making our
new house into the home we're hoping to stay in for a long time. Of course, we made
time for a couple of small trips to the North Shore with other family, as well as to Chicago
to see some longtime friends. In the fall, we started our new positions at Big Lake High
School, I as a Special Education (LD) teacher & Alyssa as a Social Studies teacher. We
could not be more grateful for all of the tremendous blessings and changes we've
experienced this past year, and hope everyone else has stayed healthy & happy. All the
best & Soli deo Gloria! -The Larsen Family

Mollie (Miller) Knowles
Living in Medina, MN with husband, Dave and children Ava (2016) and Zara (2020).



Lisa Marquardt Krol
A lot happened in 2021! In March, my partner
and I moved from St. Louis Park to Prior Lake
(MN), in June I received a promotion, and in
October my partner and I got married. We are
enjoying married life in our new home, with
our cat and bearded dragon. This spring we
hope to add a black lab and some chickens to
our family.

Peter Haagenson
My wife, Kayte ('10), is a school counselor at
Orono High School and also coaches
Women's JV Soccer. I work in Marketing for
VMWare. Andrew is in first grade and Grace
will start Kindergarten next fall.

Leah (Enger) Arkelin
Hello, fellow Cobbers! I can't believe another
year has passed since our last class letter. Andy is
still with Peloton and our daughter Isla has been
loving Kindergarten. Isla starting school has
given us the opportunity to be more connected
with our neighborhood and community, which I
am so grateful for. I am lucky to be one of Isla's
Kindergarten Room Parents and somehow I
landed the role of Cookie Mom for her Girl
Scouts troop. I also finally had the courage to
leave my 9-5 instead of trying to pursue real
estate on the side. I am happily selling houses
full-time now and would be thrilled to work with
any Cobbers. I can be reached at:
leah.arkelin@exprealty.com and am always
around to chat about real estate or anything
else. Thanks and I hope you are doing well!

mailto:leah.arkelin@exprealty.com


LOCATE
HELP US

If you know any classmate listed below please help to update
their information by contacting the Alumni Office.

Email to alumni@cord.edu or call 218.299.3734 or by going to
ConcordiaCollege.edu/classnotes 

We would love to update their records.
Thank you if you've already done so.

901 8th St S  |  Moorhead, MN 56562  |  218.299.4000

Albinson, Lisa K.
Andrews, Victoria R.
Berkas, Nathan J.
Bitustoeyl, Knut
Bluhm, Sara E.
Boehmer, Stephanie A.
Brunner, Samantha M.
Davidson, Amber K.
DiAllesandro, Andrew J.
Dunham, Katherine M.
Fjeldberg, Maiken
Hibbs, Megan M.
Holland, Dustin J.

Holum, Erik D.
Johnson, Breanne C.
Johnson, Cory A.
Jorissen, Christine A.
Krick, Alex C.
Kuhn, Alex D.
Matchett, Amanda J.
Miller, Suzanne K.
Moliva Anendaga, Cecile D.
Morstad, Alex J.
Nystrom, Jenna M.
Odonjil, Odonbayar
Otteson, Dawn M.

Perry, Robert L.
Portmann, Jennifer A.
Ronning, Tracy L.
Schmidt Christensen, Mads
Skarboe, Bjorne B.
Sorensen, Reed J.
Thrasher, Kia I.
Varnum, Amanda M.
Villegas Erce, Alvaro

Jenna (Dillon) Hanson
Michael Hanson ('05) and I had a baby boy, John
Michael Hanson, on 5/25/2021! Big brother Willard
is thrilled with his new brother.


