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President Craft to Retire
President Craft announced his
upcoming retirement at the end of his
second presidential term, on June 30,
2023. The Board of Regents has already
started seeking Concordia's next
president with a presidential search
committee and national consulting
firm. 

CAMPUS UPDATES

New Executive Director for Faith and Learning
Dr. Michael Chan will be welcomed in June 2022 as the new
Executive Director for Faith and Learning.  He will direct the
Lorentzsen and Dovre Centers, guide Concordia's interfaith
relationships, and oversee the work of Campus Ministry. 

Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions
Offutt School of Business
School of Arts and Sciences

Learn. Work. Lead. 
A Concordia College education is rooted in college's deep commitment to providing a
transformational experience for every one of our students.  Development has continued on our
academic framework through Three Schools, One College:

Concordia will begin renovation in the summer of 2022 on the Sanford Clinic building adjacent
to campus to provide expanded laboratory, classroom, and centralized office space for its freshly
named Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions.  The project will include a nursing
simulation lab and a human performance lab.  It will be a remarkable advancement to the
program. 



Advancing the Mission  |  Cobber Ambassador Program

Learn more or sign up to become an Ambassador at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/cobber-ambassador-program

A new initiative was officially launched to
invigorate the unique network and relationships
among alumni, friends, and students of Concordia
College. Cobber Ambassadors are people who care
about the students and mission, believe in the
college, and help spread the word about
Concordia's life-changing education.  

COVID Response/Planning

We continue to monitor guidance from the Minnesota
Department of Health and the CDC to keep our
campus as healthy as possible amid the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.  Students, faculty, and staff are
updated regularly and encouraged to engage in risk-
reducing practices to prioritize in-person learning and
working through the academic year. 

Concordia Recognized for Women in Coaching

The University of Minnesota's Tucker Center for Research on Girls & Women in
Sport gave Concordia an "A" grade on its 2020-21 report card.  The college was
highlighted for having female head coaches for 70% of its women's sports.
Concordia was the only MIAC school to receive an "A" grade in the report.
Compliments to Athletic Director Rachel Bergeson for her leadership.

Renovation was completed in Christiansen Recital Hall to provide a higher quality and more
modern experience for students and guests
A gas firepit was installed near the 8th Street entrance of the Knutson Campus Center
An Indoor Performance Center for golf was added in Olson Forum using the latest
simulator technology to provide year-round training for the men's and women's golf
programs
Olson Forum's workout balcony will be expanded this summer

Around Campus

Dr. Gwen Wagstrom Halaas '75 named new dean of 
Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions 
Dr. Halaas brings more than four decades of research, teaching,
program development and administrative experience to Concordia. 
 She grew up in the Fargo-Moorhead area and is a 1975 graduate of
Concordia.  Dr. Halaas will assume the role on July 1, 2022. 



Corn Feed Season is around the corner!

We will continue the tradition of hosting corn feeds in
the summer and hope to see you! 

Updates can be found at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/cornfeeds

Homecoming
100 Years of Homecoming was celebrated in October 2021. 
 The college was happy to successfully welcome back over 700
alumni and friends to partake in this strong Cobber tradition. 

We look forward to celebrating with YOU October 7-9, 2022!
Watch for updates at ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming

News & Notes
Stay up to date on news throughout the year and

subscribe to our weekly email newsletter.

ConcordiaCollege.edu/news/news-and-notes

Travel the World with Concordia
Each year, the Alumni Relations Office offers opportunities for alumni and
the Concordia family to partake in global travel experiences led by our in-
house experts. From wine tastings in the French countryside, participating
in Northern Spain's rich culture from the seat of your bicycle, or traveling as
a companion to our top vocal and instrumental ensembles as they share
their music with the world, there's an excursion catered to every interest.  

Explore the trips at ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/global-travel

Giving Update
We can pay forward the generous
scholarships we received as students by
supporting this new generation of Cobbers. 
 Together, we help ensure that a Concordia
education is possible for every student.  

In 2021, more than 5,000 people came together to raise $2.6+ million for The Cobber Fund, which
helps provide scholarships for students, and we have to say, this new generation of students. 

THANK YOU TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR CLASS THAT HAVE PARTICIPATED IN GIVING!

Be on the lookout for the Cobbers Give campaign March 7-18; a generous alum will add an
additional $100 to each of our gifts to The Cobber Fund. The class of 2008 can truly make a

difference in the lives of current students. 
Learn more or give online at ConcordiaCollege.edu/giving



Alumni Awards
 

2021 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

2021 Sent Forth Recipients

Nominations Always Open
To read more about these recipients or to nominate a deserving alumni, go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition

Fay Ferguson '73 Dr. Gwen (Wagstrom) Halaas '75

Co-CEO Burrell 
Communications
Group

Vice chancellor for Academic 
Affairs and professor, 
Washington State University 
Health Sciences

Harold D. Pope '77 Dr. Corey Teigen '86

Senior counsel at 
Dykema Gossett, PLLC

Vascular and interventional
radiologist, researcher, and 
developer, and Chief Scientific 
Officer, Penumbra, Inc.

Stephen Letnes '00 Judge Jade Rosenfeldt '05

Founder, Executive Director 
Able Artist Foundation

Clay County Courthouse
Seventh Judicial District

Called to Serve Award is conferred upon alumni who have demonstrated notable commitment
to the mission of the college through lifelong service to their faith communities, education, arts
or other not-for-profit activities. Alumni of any year are eligible. 
The Sent Forth Award is conferred upon young alumni who have distinguished themselves
early on in their careers and service to others. For graduates of less than 20 years, this award is
reserved for alumni who have shown vocational precociousness.
The Alumni Achievement Award (AAA), the college's highest honor, is conferred upon alumni
who have distinguished themselves in their careers and service to others. For graduates of 20
years or more, the AAA is reserved for alumni at the pinnacle of their vocational life. 

Concordia has three categories of awards presented each year.



Greetings Class of 2008

Your class is currently without a class agent and we'd love help finding one!  Class agents
aim to keep classmates connected to each other and the college. To accomplish this,
agents write the annual class letter, forward any stories and updates received from
classmates to the alumni office, assist in special events and activities, and work with the
reunion planning committee during their reunion years.  If you are curious about the
details please contact Karen Carlson at carlsonk@cord.edu

Class Member Updates

The updates we received in the Alumni Office

Chad Johnson: Chad was recently admitted to the Higher Education Administration -
EdD program and the School of Graduate Studies at St. Cloud State University. 

Nafeeza Baksh: This is the first life update for Nafeeza! Since graduating from Concordia,
she has completed her MBA & now works for a Fortune 500 company as a Product
Manager. Nafeeza has put down roots in Colorado, and while living in Denver, she met her
husband Chris, who, to much surprise, was born in Devils Lake, North Dakota! What a
small world!!! The two of them have bonded over their experiences in the mid west &
reminisce from time to time about life there. 
In August 2021, Nafeeza & Chris were overjoyed to welcome the newest addition to their
family, Alexander Zayn. He joins his loving & caring sister Ava Safiya. The two siblings have
bonded over their love for music & Ava loves being a big sister to her baby brother Alex.
She is growing up to be quite the little helper for mom & dad as well. 
 The family enjoys all things outdoors with the kids
from taking evening strolls to having snowball
fights. They are looking forward to summer & have
lots of fun activities planned — including a road trip
to North Dakota, vacationing in Hawaii &
celebrating Ava’s & Alex’s birthdays. 
In her spare time Nafeeza enjoys doing DIY
projects for the home & kids, her favorite being
Halloween costume designing. Here’s a photo from
Halloween 2021 where the family did a “Wizard of
Oz” theme. Nafeeza has a already started planning
for this years’s costume! 
With everything that’s going on with life, Nafeeza
hopes & wishes that her fellow classmates
continue to stay safe & be blessed! 



Brittni Ingvaldson: I recently graduated, in August 2021, with my Master of Arts degree in
Counseling Psychology from Saint Mary’s University School of Graduate Studies in
Minneapolis, MN. Covid-19 cancelled our October 2021 commencement ceremony and
was rescheduled for January of 2022.  I was finally able to walk across that big stage at
Orchestra Hall in downtown Minneapolis. 
I was recruited to work as private contractor (under my own business name "Soulfully
Rewritten, LLC) at a brand new clinic in Savage, MN. I joined Serenity Behavioral Health
and Wellness, LLC in September of 2022 as a mental health and addictions therapist. I am
accruing my hours towards my required 4000 clinical hours to become independently
licensed (LPCC). The small clinic has passion for finding self-compassion, gaining
mindfulness, the connections between the mind, body and spirit and energies, and
helping individuals rediscover their authentic self. The company's philosophy and values
is something I could wrap my arms around and fully embrace wholeheartedly. I am
blessed that in my past 10 years I've worked in various addiction fields, done additional
schooling, and ultimately grew tenacity to not forget about my life goals. 
Unfortunately, the pandemic has been like a rollercoaster ride with many more downs
than ups, some silver linings, and whole lot of self-discovery and healing. My graduate
studies went from classes being in-person since September 2018 to learning what the
heck "zoom" is with less than 2hrs before my new virtual class started.  That one week in
mid-March of 2020 the doors closed at Saint Mary’s school due to the Covid-19 pandemic
and caused havoc on our world both near and far. March 2020 was exactly my half-way
point in my 3 year grad school journey, so that was quite an interesting shift of events. I
lost both my part-time jobs due to Covid and lived on the remaining student loan monies.
I definitely learned a lot about decluttering one's space and life in those long months
separated from family, friends, and colleagues. "If there is a will, there is a way," and it
forced myself and other's to get creative by doing video chats, video game and movie
nights, and even having dinners via zoom. 

The civil unrest, injustices, and the need for equality
allowed me opportunities to spread Concordia's mission
statement through works of service, peaceful protests,
attending panel speakers, educating, and spreading love
and kindness. The impacts of watching the city I call
home in disarray, vandalized, and being burned will be
forever etched in my mind and it has strengthen my
desire to provide a safe, non-judgmental, and inclusive
therapy space for my practice. 
Side note: Still not married, no kids, 1 fur baby (named
Mocha) who was diagnosed on January 21st with
osteosarcoma and is undergoing infusion therapy) and I
still live in my 750 sq. ft. apartment in Edina going on 6 +
years. Here is to new adventures and discoveries in year
2022! Soli deo Gloria!!! 



Rachael DeLange: Despite all the challenges of the
last year, Neal DeLange and I finally tied the knot!
On July 25, 2021, we had a beautiful ceremony at
Red Rocks, and we were so grateful to celebrate
the day with family and friends. Neal is starting his
eighth year with Habitat for Humanity of Metro
Denver, where he works as the Construction
Superintendent. I'm in my third season as the
Program & Orchestra Manager for the Denver
Young Artists Orchestra. Little did I realize how
much my time as Band Manager at Concordia
would pay off for my future career! We're hoping
that 2022 is filled with new and exciting
adventures.

Kelly Bacon: Greetings from Oregon!
2021 was quite a year packed with
firsts…and thirds. Our adventures have
included learning to ski, swim team,
camping, hiking, a visit to Crater Lake
with some dear Cobber friends, and
even an epic AZ vacation. Jaime
started work in the IT field which is a
dream for him. We both continue to
remotely lead worship for a friend’s
church several hours away from our
rural town. 

My Norwex side hustle flourished this year and I am so thankful to have met and helped
so many people improve the quality of their life as well as the environment. I also had
the privilege of helping our local elementary school and music teacher put on the first
in-person concert since winter 2019. The highlight of our year was welcoming Isaac to
the family on September 4, 2021! He joins big brothers Aaron (2013) and Erick (2015). He
is such a needed gift that has brought us much joy in the midst of a chaotic and ever-
changing world. We hope this update finds you all healthy and happy! Soli Deo Gloria! 



Audrey Meyer: I live in MN with husband, Ben, and have two children Freya (2014) and
Athena (2017).  I'm still at Boston Scientific, now in laboratory management for polymers
analysis. 

Corene Freeman: I live in Fargo with husband,
Tyler and have two children, Baxter (2017) and
Valerie born in February 2021.  

Jenny Miller: I'm in my 13th year of teaching 4th grade in Mandan, ND.  I live in Bismarck 
with husband Dustin and have one child, Hadley (2014).  My family likes to spend our free 
time outdoors camping, biking, and fishing. The highlight of our summer was building a 
shop on our property and going for several evening side-by-side rides with friends. 

Berit Dockter: My husband, Brent 
and I bought our first house in 
Silver Spring, MD in July 2021.  



LOCATE
HELP US

If you know any of the classmates listed below, please ask them to
update their information by going to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/classnotes 
Send an email to alumni@cord.edu or call 218.299.3734

We would love to update their records.

901 8th St S  |  Moorhead, MN 56562  |  218.299.4000

Alvarez, Cassondra J.
Arneson, Nicholas R.
Batsaikhan, Orgil
Berg, Catherine
Boniface, Jeremy W.
Bonstrom, Sarah M.
Bowers, Kayla M.
Broesder, Kristen A.
Douglass, Erin A.
Fraki, John M.
Grevle, Tessa T.
Hall, Tara L.
Hoover, April M.
Huang, Anamaria
Huseby, Nicholas K.
Johnson, Elizabeth S.
Johnson, Kelsey M.

Kameda, Kohei
Markowsky, Kirby D.
Markstrom, Laura M.
Mensah-Woode, Joana
Meyer, Audrey F.
Oelfke, Rebecca E.
Reget, Sarah E.
Rozairo, Brittany R.
Schroeder, John D.
Schultz, Christine A.
Town, Brandon J.
Wagner, Lucas O.
Weerasinghe, Kalani


