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Greeting Class of 2000! 
When writing this letter, I was the young, fun, vibrant age of 39, but now as you read 
I’m 40. Yep. 40. We each pass this milestone at different times, but I could not let this 
letter pass without acknowledging it. Sorry.  
 
The emotions wrapped up in this birthday are different for each of us. Honestly, I’m 
still unsure of how I feel about it. I was recently asked to write my 5 or 10-year plan. I 
sat there stumped. The “big goals” I had for my life were realized in my 30s; I was 
blessed (in this order) with a husband, son, good church home, Ph.D., daughter, new 
home, and a few promotions sprinkled in throughout. I feel greedy to want or ask for 
more, yet I hope that I have many more contributions to make and dreams to fulfill.  
 
I’ve been thinking through what new goals or aspirations could be or look like. 
Perhaps starting with recognizing 40 people for the value they bring to my and others’ 
lives is a good idea. Or committing to not hiding behind fear (to failure or success) to 
fully use my God given talents. Or, I can turn my brother’s oh-so-kind text of “how 
does it feel to be on the hill?” to slow down and focus on the view…and live into the 
blessings in my life…and be still. If you need a place to work through this birthday, 
post at - https://www.facebook.com/ConcordiaCollegeClassOf2000/ - and I’m sure 
you’ll hear from others. I look forward to reading your thoughts.  
 
Moving on. I decided to keep some of the traditional elements of the letter this year, 
but also integrate guest writers. As social media has changed how and how often we 
get information about highlights of each other’s lives, I wanted to get more in-depth 
thoughts to share in this space. I hope you enjoy them as much as I do. And if you’d 
like to be in next year’s letter, let me know…and I’ll add you to the list.  
 
Campus Updates 

 Concordia has been awarded a $1,000,000 grant from the Andrew Mellon 

Foundation in honor of former Mellon Foundation president Earl Lewis ’78. This 

grant will be used for faculty development, scholarships for diverse students, 

program support for the Office of Diversity and support for the National Book 

Awards. This grant is in addition to the $800,000 grant from the Mellon Foundation 

the college received earlier this year to support PEAK and diversity initiatives across 

campus.  

 Rachel Schaefer ’18 was named a Fulbright Scholar and will be working at the 

Universidad Nacional de Colombia next year.  

 This past fall, Concordia College launched the RISE Campaign, a comprehensive 

fundraising campaign with a goal of raising $150,000,000 by December 2019. These 

funds will be used to support three pillars of the Concordia experience: integrative 

learning, inclusive learning, and innovative learning. For more information, head to 

www.riseforconcordia.com  

 The Department of Chemistry celebrated 100 years in early March (Chemistry has 

been at Concordia 102 years, but the event was postponed until the completion of 

the new Integrated Science Center).  The day-long celebration included talks from 

chemistry alumni from across the country, a career networking event for students 

and a banquet in the evening with Robert Homann, Professor Emeritus and Past 

Dean of the College, as the keynote speaker.   

Turning 40 

It's crazy to think I'm 
actually 40! I find myself 
still saying it all drawn 

out with a little cringe. I 
cried as my birthday was 
approaching and my 1st 

daughter, who just 
turned 13, came up to 

me and said she lost her 
last baby tooth! What?! 

That was too much!  

But in the last couple 
months, I've embraced it 
and it's quite wonderful. 

I celebrated in Vegas 
with my husband, whom 

I met while at 
Concordia, and some 

great friends, including 
one bestie, also from 

Concordia. This bestie, 
Jenny (Iverson) Klein, 

has stage IV metastatic 
breast cancer. She 

reminds me to live fully, 
love fiercely, to count 

my blessings and never 
take anything for 

granted. I cherish my 
family and friends and I 
am SO happy with life. 

Cheers to 40! 

Chaycie Kramer 

https://www.facebook.com/ConcordiaCollegeClassOf2000/
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 Over spring break, 130 students served out the mission of the college all 

over the country, participating in 8 volunteer opportunities including: 

Habitat for Humanity Trips to Louisiana, Florida and the Carolinas, a 

hurricane relief trip to Dallas, Justice Journey Trips to New Orleans and El 

Paso, and High Impact Leadership Trips to Milwaukee and Pittsburgh. 

Music 

 The 2016 Concordia Christmas Concert “Gather Us In, O Child of Peace” 

earned a regional Emmy award for special event coverage. This is the 

second time a Concordia Christmas Concert has received the Upper 

Midwest Regional Emmy award.  

 Dr. Rene Clausen was honored with the Weston H. Noble award for 

Lifetime Achievement at the 2018 ACDA Central and North Central 

Conference this year. Clausen is in his 32nd year at Concordia College as 

the conductor of The Concordia Choir.  

Athletics 

 Senior Bailey Hovland broke several throwing records this year, winning 

the MIAC Championship and breaking the conference meet record in the 

hammer throw. Hovland’s hammer mark qualified her for the Women’s 

Track and Field Nationals Meet this spring.  

 Brandon Zylstra ’15 signed a reserve/futures deal with the Minnesota 

Vikings for the upcoming season, after two successful seasons with the 

Edmonton Eskimos. Zylstra caught 100 passes for a league-best 1687 

yards in 2017. 

 Head tennis coach Joseph Murrey was named 2018 MIAC Coach of the 

Year after leading the team to the conference postseason for the first 

time since 2011.  

 Becca O’Shurak has been hired as the first female head coach of women’s 

soccer. O’Shurak has previously served as assistant coach at Youngstown 

State and Tennessee Tech University.  

 Chad Johnson was named the Bobby Bell College Impact Player of the 

Year by the Minnesota Chapter of the National Football Foundation. He is 

only the second athlete from the MIAC to receive the honor. This honor is 

in addition to his MIAC All Conference Awards (3 years) and the 2017 

MIAC MVP Award he received earlier this year.  

Alumni Awards 
The National Alumni Board voted on the 2018 Alumni Achievement, Sent Forth 
and Called to Serve Awards. To learn more about each award, visit 
Cord.edu/alumniawards. I know you and your classmates are doing things worthy 
of receiving these honors. Please take a couple minutes to read about the awards 
and what it takes to nominate someone.  
 
Fundraising Update 
Concordia continues to have fundraising success due to generous supporters in 
each class. In the past few years, Concordia has continued to surpass fundraising 
goals and can create new opportunities for students, including the completion of 
the Integrated Science Center and student scholarships.  
This past year, our class had 10.4% participation and gave over $10,400. Since 
graduation, our class has given $167,098.85 in outright gifts. THANK YOU! 
 

Living Close By 

It’s hard to believe that 18 years 
have passed since graduating. 

Living only 30 minutes from 
campus, I frequently drive by and 
my mind is momentarily flooded 

with so many wonderful 
memories. 

 
The summer before my Senior 

year in college, I went on a May 
Seminar, entitled Hitler’s 

Germany, with Prof. Arnold, 
where we traveled to 5 different 

countries in Europe. Having a 
relative who has been living in 
Rotterdam, Netherlands since 

2013, I’ve visited her in February 
of 2017 and 2018 and re-visit 

some of the sites traveled long 
ago. I had a different 

appreciation seeing things 
through the eyes of a 40-year 

old, (gah, 40!) compared to when 
I was 20.  

 
As far as my career goes, it’s 

been on hold as I’ve been 
fortunate to stay home with my 2 
boys, taking a break from my job 

as a school social worker. 
However, I continue to keep up 

with licensure and had the 
opportunity to recently attend 

the 2018 Social Work Conference 
at Concordia. It was great to be 
at Knutson Center again and to 

explore some of the new 
buildings and changes that have 
been made since being a student.  

 
I hope wherever you are and 

whatever you’re doing, you’re 
enjoying life to the fullest. Cheers 

to the class of 2000! 

Jill (Aanenson) Hinkle 

http://www.cord.edu/alumniawards


Class Notes 

To get information added to next year’s letter, please email me (eepearce@gmail.com) or contact Concordia with your 
news or update. 
 
Rehanna (Zuelke) & Todd Olson welcomed Audrey to their family in May 2017. Baby Audrey joins Spencer, Caitlin & 
William in adding joy to the Olson family. Rehanna is also working for the State of Montana as an Administrative 
Specialist for the Office of Public Instruction, Accreditation & Educator Preparation. Cheers to their full days!  
 
Joshua was born to Sarah (Tollerson) & Stephen Goerdt in October 2017. He will be a great age for watching the 
Homecoming parade at our 20th class reunion.  
 
Sara (Kragerud) & Ryan Koepp believe, like me, that having an even number of children makes good sense. Amelia was 
welcomed to the Koepp family in November of 2017. Dylan, Gavin & Kendall 
have been good helpers since, right Sara?!?  
 
Kaira (Brekke) & David Stewart were blessed with a baby girl, Alexandra, in 
March 2017. Congratulations! 
 
Olivia Mayer brought great joy to Kathryn Gardner when she became her 
daughter in May 2017. Blessings to you! 
 
Like many other Cobbers, Laura (Kjelland) & Travis Thorvilson take their 
Norwegian roots seriously. Solveig joined their family, giving Ella & Lillie another 
sister to play with. (I love the names!)  
 
Zach Thompson is now the Senior Pastor at Calvary Lutheran Church in Golden 
Valley, MN. Congratulations Zach!  
 
Chris and Aileen Swenson welcomed Everett Darin to their family this year. One 
more boy and they’ll have a basketball team.  
 

Corn eating Cobber!  Can’t start them too early.   
Mother is Kaira Brekke Stewart.  

 
Grace, Confidence, and Identity 
To close out this year’s letter I’m turning it over to Christie (Strecker) Nelson, mom and owner of Max & Lolo Props, to 
offer a little perspective and inspiration.  

  
The moment I was given the title “mom”, I began doubting myself. I had been a full time RN with 
rewarding responsibilities and a team around me who cheered on my efforts. Before that my husband 
and I completed 2 years of service in the Peace Corps on a tiny island in the South Pacific, had hiked the 
Appalachian trail and had biked 14,000 miles to Argentina. Despite these pretty mind-blowing 
accomplishments, I found myself holding a tiny fussing human who made me feel like a zombie, lead me 
to tears of hopelessness...treading water just enough to breathe. She was a tough baby. And our second 
wasn’t much better.  I wondered what I was doing wrong, questioned everything, doubted I was enough 
for this job. 
 
Somewhere along the way of the parenting journey, there is the light that every parent experiences. 
That one where they are potty trained, can dress them self, can buckle them self in the car seat, and can 
even play by them self for longer than 10 minutes. It is here, when I wasn’t in survival mode anymore, 
that I wondered why I was still feeling so tired and empty. I found myself being my worst critic. I should 
be exercising more, should be volunteering more, should be eating better, should have the house clean, 
should have more friends...on and on. The pressures on social media and on tv say we should be all 
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these things. To be CONFIDENT, we need to put the right 
product on our face to reduce wrinkles, have the HGTV 
house, have the beach ready body....or for others maybe 
it’s getting the promotion or the raise. That’s when I 
really started questioning where confidence comes 
from...cuz Lord knows I was just spinning in circles 
feeling overwhelmed. 
 
In the year of FOURTY, there is something to be gained 
from the rollercoaster of life we have all been on. I 
recognize now that the only place we can find true 
confidence and rest is in our Savior. I know this is not 
rocket science. Ha! There is incredible FREEDOM to be 
gained from that very simple idea. The piece I had been 
missing all along was ACCEPTING the GRACE that Christ 
was so desperately trying to give me. I am enough. I 
allow myself to make mistakes. I allow others to make 
mistakes. I recognize everyone is on their own journey, 
each flawed and each beautiful.  
 
The world NEEDS each of us to live in freedom. Because 
when we spend less time pursuing superficial things that leave us empty, we can spend more time 
digging into the real stuff of life that fills our hearts resulting in an explosion of gratitude, awe, and love. 
So forgive yourself today, tell yourself you are awesome, give grace to others, and enjoy the journey. 

 
 

Grace & peace! 
 

Erin 
 
Erin (Pearce) Thomas 
 

COBBERS WORK TOGETHER…  
I HAVE LEARNED OVER THE YEARS THAT ONCE 
A COBBER ALWAYS A COBBER. WE HAVE A 
DEEP BOND AND A DEEP CONNECTION JUST 
BECAUSE WE ATTENDED CONCORDIA. THIS 
HAS BECOME MORE RELEVANT WORKING IN 
COMMUNITY THEATER HERE IN WEST 
CENTRAL MINNESOTA. I HAVE HAD THE 
HONOR OF WORKING WITH COBBERS FROM 
MANY GENERATIONS...THE 60S, 70S, 80S, 90S, 
00S, AND 10S. IT IS A JOY WHEN COBBERS 
COME TOGETHER...AND WE PUT ON AMAZING 
SHOWS. WE HAVE EVEN INSPIRED FUTURE 
GENERATIONS TO GO TO CONCORDIA. 

THOM ROSENGREN 


