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President Craft to Retire
President Craft announced his
upcoming retirement at the end of his
second presidential term, on June 30,
2023. The Board of Regents has already
started seeking Concordia's next
president with a presidential search
committee and national consulting
firm. 

CAMPUS UPDATES

New Executive Director for Faith and Learning
Dr. Michael Chan will be welcomed in June 2022 as the new
Executive Director for Faith and Learning.  He will direct the
Lorentzsen and Dovre Centers, guide Concordia's interfaith
relationships, and oversee the work of Campus Ministry. 

Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions
Offutt School of Business
School of Arts and Sciences

Learn. Work. Lead. 
A Concordia College education is rooted in college's deep commitment to providing a
transformational experience for every one of our students.  Development has continued on our
academic framework through Three Schools, One College:

Concordia will begin renovation in the summer of 2022 on the Sanford Clinic building adjacent
to campus to provide expanded laboratory, classroom, and centralized office space for its freshly
named Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions.  The project will include a nursing
simulation lab and a human performance lab.  It will be a remarkable advancement to the
program. 



Advancing the Mission  |  Cobber Ambassador Program

Learn more or sign up to become an Ambassador at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/cobber-ambassador-program

A new initiative was officially launched to
invigorate the unique network and relationships
among alumni, friends, and students of Concordia
College. Cobber Ambassadors are people who care
about the students and mission, believe in the
college, and help spread the word about
Concordia's life-changing education.  

COVID Response/Planning

We continue to monitor guidance from the Minnesota
Department of Health and the CDC to keep our
campus as healthy as possible amid the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.  Students, faculty, and staff are
updated regularly and encouraged to engage in risk-
reducing practices to prioritize in-person learning and
working through the academic year. 

Concordia Recognized for Women in Coaching

The University of Minnesota's Tucker Center for Research on Girls & Women in
Sport gave Concordia an "A" grade on its 2020-21 report card.  The college was
highlighted for having female head coaches for 70% of its women's sports.
Concordia was the only MIAC school to receive an "A" grade in the report.
Compliments to Athletic Director Rachel Bergeson for her leadership.

Renovation was completed in Christiansen Recital Hall to provide a higher quality and more
modern experience for students and guests
A gas firepit was installed near the 8th Street entrance of the Knutson Campus Center
An Indoor Performance Center for golf was added in Olson Forum using the latest
simulator technology to provide year-round training for the men's and women's golf
programs
Olson Forum's workout balcony will be expanded this summer

Around Campus

Dr. Gwen Wagstrom Halaas '75 named new dean of  
Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions 
Dr. Halaas brings more than four decades of research, teaching,
program development and administrative experience to Concordia. 
 She grew up in the Fargo-Moorhead area and is a 1975 graduate of
Concordia.  Dr. Halaas will assume the role on July 1, 2022. 



Corn Feed Season is around the corner!

We will continue the tradition of hosting corn feeds in
the summer and hope to see you! 

Updates can be found at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/cornfeeds

Homecoming
100 Years of Homecoming was celebrated in October 2021. 
 The college was happy to successfully welcome back over 700
alumni and friends to partake in this strong Cobber tradition. 

We look forward to celebrating with YOU October 7-9, 2022!
Watch for updates at ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming

News & Notes
Stay up to date on news throughout the year and

subscribe to our weekly email newsletter.
 

ConcordiaCollege.edu/news/news-and-notes

Travel the World with Concordia
Each year, the Alumni Relations Office offers opportunities for alumni and
the Concordia family to partake in global travel experiences led by our in-
house experts. From wine tastings in the French countryside, participating
in Northern Spain's rich culture from the seat of your bicycle, or traveling as
a companion to our top vocal and instrumental ensembles as they share
their music with the world, there's an excursion catered to every interest.  

Explore the trips at ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/global-travel

Giving Update
We can pay forward the generous
scholarships we received as students by
supporting this new generation of Cobbers. 
 Together, we help ensure that a Concordia
education is possible for every student.  

In 2021, more than 5,000 people came together to raise $2.6+ million for The Cobber Fund, which
helps provide scholarships for students, and we have to say, this new generation of students. 

THANK YOU TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR CLASS THAT HAVE PARTICIPATED IN GIVING!
 

Be on the lookout for the Cobbers Give campaign March 7-18; a generous alum will add an
additional $100 to each of our gifts to The Cobber Fund. The class of 2000 can truly make a

difference in the lives of current students. 
Learn more or give online at ConcordiaCollege.edu/giving



Alumni Awards
 

2021 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

2021 Sent Forth Recipients

Nominations Always Open
To read more about these recipients or to nominate a deserving alumni, go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition

Fay Ferguson '73 Dr. Gwen (Wagstrom) Halaas '75

Co-CEO Burrell 
Communications
Group

Vice chancellor for Academic 
Affairs and professor, 
Washington State University 
Health Sciences

Harold D. Pope '77 Dr. Corey Teigen '86

Senior counsel at 
Dykema Gossett, PLLC

Vascular and interventional
radiologist, researcher, and 
developer, and Chief Scientific 
Officer, Penumbra, Inc.

Stephen Letnes '00 Judge Jade Rosenfeldt '05

Founder, Executive Director 
Able Artist Foundation

Clay County Courthouse
Seventh Judicial District

Called to Serve Award is conferred upon alumni who have demonstrated notable commitment
to the mission of the college through lifelong service to their faith communities, education, arts
or other not-for-profit activities. Alumni of any year are eligible. 
The Sent Forth Award is conferred upon young alumni who have distinguished themselves
early on in their careers and service to others. For graduates of less than 20 years, this award is
reserved for alumni who have shown vocational precociousness.
The Alumni Achievement Award (AAA), the college's highest honor, is conferred upon alumni
who have distinguished themselves in their careers and service to others. For graduates of 20
years or more, the AAA is reserved for alumni at the pinnacle of their vocational life. 

Concordia has three categories of awards presented each year.



Greetings Class of '2000

Happy 2022 to you all! Do you remember or think about Concordia’s mission statement? I
doubt I’m the only one…but my husband has his money on it just being me. I remember
learning the mission statement as a student and seeing the mission rock for the first time.
(Ok, yes, I’m a bit of a nerd, and I should have known then that I was destined to work in
higher education from the rest of my life.) 😊 

The mission of Concordia College is to influence the affairs of the world by sending forth
(into society) thoughtful and informed men and women dedicated to the Christian life. 

And as I examine the words now, they resonate with me so much not only because I see
myself in them but they guide my approach to being a parent. I pray that I’ll be able to
help Lucas and Piper be thoughtful and informed individuals dedicated to the Christian
life who can influence the affairs of the world in good ways. 

I don’t know about you, but I believe we need more thoughtful and informed individuals
who are working to positively influence the world around them. And I’m embarrassed to
admit that I haven’t been that person for a while. It’s been fairly easy for me to tune out
the news, haul up in my house to distance my family from others, and focus on doing
what causes the least amount of tension. They felt like the best decision at the time, but
the easy road isn’t always the best road. I recently heard that our kids will not know the
amazing power of God if we keep them sheltered from difficulties or uncomfortable
things. 

I share this not to seek repentance but to remind myself and you that communities,
churches, non-profit organizations, and neighbors need us (and our families). We should
actively seek opportunities to positively influence the world around us to help shape the
future. 

May love and hope overflow in your actions!

Erin
Erin (Pearce) Thomas

Message from Class Agent and Class Member Updates



Heather (Flesch) Lyke (pictured)
recently started a new role as Director
of Teaching and Learning for the Dover-
Eyota Public School District. She is also
a Co-Founder of Third Eye Education, a
think tank that produces educational
podcasts and articles. (thirdeyeed.com)

Lori (Knapp) Kettner shares, “This year has been a double wedding season for tailoring! It
has been such an exciting season; people who had already planned to wed in 2021 and
people who had to wait a year due to covid closures. I work for the best people! 
My family has been busy as well! Jacob (16) is making great progress on his swim team
and Ben (9) is entering his 3rd year of guitar lessons. My husband Matt is our hero! He is
entering his 21st year with Bobcat Company. He helps the boys get to all their important
events since I cannot (low vision prohibits me from driving a vehicle). We've enjoyed
completing house projects together this year, my favorite being the installation of a
gorgeous antique newel post and new railing in our entry ways open stairwell.
I am so eager to pole vault in this springs Alumni Track Meet!! I am almost 44. Life is good!”

Thomas Dougherty-Rosengren was hired as a full time
teacher at Atwater-Cosmos-Grove City Jr/Sr High School in
May 2021, where he teaches sixth grade social studies and
writing and an 8th grade enrichment class along with being
the theatre director. Then, on August 21, 2021, Tommy got
married to his husband Kyle in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
(pictured)

Rachel (Hanson) Clarke shared that amidst everything that
“all is good!” 😊

Angie (Hoffman) and Ryan Gibbs have two beautiful little
girls, Emma (5/14/12) and Isabel (7/2/19). 

Erik Lien was accepted as a doctoral candidate in Educational Leadership at the Rossier
School of Education at the University of Southern California. He will defend his
dissertation proposal in the fall.

Kristy (Heinle) Miller completed a Master of Science in Project Management from the
College of St. Scholastica.

Shar (Harding) Berns is Alumni Communications Coordinator at Concordia and lives in
West Fargo.  She and her husband, Mac, have 2 children Augustus 7/11/11 and Hazel 12/8/19

I know it’s hard to take time to complete an update or think of what to share, but we want to hear
about what’s going on in your life. I encourage you to use our FB page  to share updates and

interesting or funny things. 
https://www.facebook.com/ConcordiaCollegeClassOf2000 



LOCATE
HELP US

If you know any of the classmates listed below, please
ask them to update their information by going to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/classnotes 
Send an email to alumni@cord.edu or call 218.299.3734

We would love to update their records.
Thank you if you've already done so.

Jennifer  Anderson         
Crystal Annette             
Chad Bertram   
Shawn Birch      
Tasha Boehland 
Jessica Zaleski Crance 
Tonya Frazier 
Amanda (Bush) Harstad
Sara Hazer 

Jason Hearn      
Joseph Hoagland            
Michelle (Elliason)
Hoheisel
Crystal Hoppe  
Jacob Juta         
Lori (Anderson) Kehrwald
Anita Krystofiak 
Phinapha Latgnotha      
Elisa (Schnabel) Maul    

We Remember
Nicole Amy Peterson of West Fargo, ND, 

who died peacefully on July 16, 2021 in her home surrounded by
family after a 20-year battle with a brain tumor.

 
 

Brent Moon      
Steffi (Backer) Neiman
Deborah (Balk) Neitzell
Meghan Perry  
Theresa  Rennick             
Michelle (Rupp) Shaw
Wade Sirny       
Sonya Smith      
Sean Swanson  
Bridgette (Earnest) Turner

901 8th St S  |  Moorhead, MN 56562  |  218.299.4000


