
Hello friends— 

 This past May 6th, I sat in a very full, very warm Memorial Auditorium waiting for Concordia’s 
graduation to begin, and I started to get a little nostalgic.  Our German foreign exchange student, 
Julian Wilhelm, was graduating and heading to dental school at Creighton in the fall, and his parents 
had come from Germany for the big day.  It occurred to me that my own parents, my girlfriend (now 
my wife), and my best friend (no, my wife is not my best friend—that’s weird) had all gathered in this 
same place just a few short years ago to celebrate my graduation and to watch me walk across that 
same stage.  Then, reality hit……it had actually been 25 years since that day, and pretty soon, the 
Alumni office would be asking me to come up with something interesting to say in our big, Concordia 
Class of 1993 25th Reunion class letter.  With that on my mind, the similarities to our graduation 
continued as I have no idea who the speaker was or what he/she said, but we all went outside after to 
take pictures on the hill or by the bell tower and get some relief from the heat by enjoying a little bit 
of a breeze.  As I watched the graduates share hugs, handshakes, and insta-snap-grams with their 
friends, I hoped that they take a little bit of time to recognize the importance of this time in their lives 
and that they may not see some of these friends for a very long time.  It made me think of all of you, 
and that’s a good thing—I hope we can enjoy sharing some laughs and memories this September 28-
30 at our 25th reunion.  Homecoming King Paul Spilde has already confirmed he’s attending, so that in 
itself should be enough incentive for most of you to attend. I’m approximately one full month past the 
deadline for getting this turned in, but here’s what’s happening on campus: 

CAMPUS UPDATE – SUMMER 2018 

CLV: 

The summer of 2017 continued a three-year trend of strong enrollment with over 4,580 villagers and 
families attending a Concordia Language Villages’ program. Registration for the summer of 2018 
continues that upward trend in enrollment, demonstrating the value placed on world language and 
culture education. 

Concordia Language Villages received the largest gift in its history from Simone Corporation and its CEO 
Kenny Park: $5M to support the first phase of construction of the Korean Language Village on Turtle 
River Lake. The gift was given in celebration of 30 years of language and culture at Sup sogŭi Hosu, the 
Korean Language Village. Additionally, the Language Villages will recognize and celebrate 35 years of Sēn 
Lín Hú, the Chinese Language Village, with a special program prior to International Day on August 10. 

Music: 

* This May, the Concordia Orchestra spent two weeks on a cultural immersion trip in Greece, visiting 
eight cities and performing several concerts. 

* The 2016 Concordia Christmas Concert “Gather Us In, O Child of Peace” earned a regional Emmy 
award for special event coverage. This is the second time a Concordia Christmas Concert has received 
the Upper Midwest Regional Emmy award. 



* Dr. Rene Clausen was honored with the Weston H. Noble award for Lifetime Achievement at the 2018 
ACDA Central and North Central Conference this year. Clausen is in his 32nd year at Concordia College as 
the conductor of The Concordia Choir. 

Athletics: 

* Senior Bailey Hovland broke several throwing records this year, winning the MIAC Championship and 
breaking the conference meet record in the hammer throw. Hovland’s hammer mark qualified her for 
the Women’s Track and Field Nationals Meet this spring. 

* Brandon Zylstra ’15 signed a reserve/futures deal with the Minnesota Vikings for the upcoming 
season, after two successful seasons with the Edmonton Eskimos. Zylstra caught 100 passes for a 
league-best 1687 yards in 2017. 

* Head tennis coach Joseph Murrey was named 2018 MIAC Coach of the Year after leading the team to 
the conference postseason for the first time since 2011. 

* Becca O’Shurak has been hired as the first female head coach of women’s soccer. O’Shurak has 
previously served as assistant coach at Youngstown State and Tennessee Tech University. 

* Chad Johnson was named the Bobby Bell College Impact Player of the Year by the Minnesota Chapter 
of the National Football Foundation. He is only the second athlete from the MIAC to receive the honor. 
This honor is in addition to his MIAC All Conference Awards (3 years) and the 2017 MIAC MVP Award he 
received earlier this year. 

Other Updates: 

* Concordia has been awarded a $1,000,000 grant from the Andrew Mellon Foundation in honor of 
former Mellon Foundation president Earl Lewis ’78. This grant will be used for faculty development, 
scholarships for diverse students, program support for the Office of Diversity and support for the 
National Book Awards. This grant is in addition to the $800,000 grant from the Mellon Foundation the 
college received earlier this year to support PEAK and diversity initiatives across campus. 

* Rachel Schaefer ’18 was named a Fulbright Scholar and will be working at the Universidad Nacional de 
Colombia next year. 

* This past fall, Concordia College launched the RISE Campaign, a comprehensive fundraising campaign 
with a goal of raising $150,000,000 by December 2019. These funds will be used to support three pillars 
of the Concordia experience: integrative learning, inclusive learning, and innovative learning. For more 
information, head to www.riseforconcordia.com 

* The Department of Chemistry celebrated 100 years in early March (Chemistry has been at Concordia 
102 years, but the event was postponed until the completion of the new Integrated Science Center). The 
day-long celebration included talks from chemistry alumni from across the country, a career networking 



event for students and a banquet in the evening with Robert Homann, Professor Emeritus and Past Dean 
of the College, as the keynote speaker. 

* Over spring break, 130 students served out the mission of the college all over the country, 
participating in 8 volunteer opportunities including: Habitat for Humanity Trips to Louisiana, Florida and 
the Carolinas, a hurricane relief trip to Dallas, Justice Journey Trips to New Orleans and El Paso, and High 
Impact Leadership Trips to Milwaukee and Pittsburgh. 

Alumni Awards: 

The National Alumni Board voted on the 2018 Alumni Achievement, Sent Forth and Called to Serve 
Awards. To learn more about each award, visit Cord.edu/alumniawards. 

2018 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients 

 Charles Beck ’48                   Dr. Richard Sibley ‘67 

 Darnell Carter ‘75        Claudia Swendseid ‘78 

2018 Sent Forth Recipients 

Dr. Tammy Frisby ’99 Arday Ardayfio  

I’m currently serving on the National Alumni Board and get a vote in the selection process, and I also 
have dirt on a number of the other members.  If you have a nomination that you’d like to have 
considered for one of these awards, I’m confident I could ‘persuade’ them to vote my way.  Just sayin’.  
Let me know. 

 

CLASS NOTES 

Great job with updates this year—here’s what’s going on with some of our friends: 

Tricia Swenson, a long time member of the PST (Pro Singles Tour) is getting married to Mike Norvell 
(non-Cobber, but still an OK guy) on July 7th in Colorado.  They will continue to live in Vail, CO. 

Laura Larson is a Spanish/German teacher at St. Ansgar High School. 

Jennifer (Buth) Bell is the Manager of Literacy and Learning Programs at Boys Town National Training 
and Press in Boys Town, Nebraska. 

Janelle (Madsen) Eisenbacher is the Office Administrator at Immanuel, Lutheran Church in Atwater, 
MN. 

Greg Heinecke is the Middle School Principal at Spectrum High School in Elk River, MN. 



Lia Christiansen started as the Chief Operating Officer of Acute Care Hospitals with Fairview Health 
Systems. 

Leah (Sorby) Eggers married Rolf Eggers on January 1st, 2018.  They live in Moorhead, MN. 

Todd Weigand is the Infrastructure Manager at Imagine! Print Solutions in Shakopee, MN 

Thanks again for all the great updates---please don’t be shy in the future about letting us know about 
what’s going on in your lives.  Unfortunately, I also need to report the loss of two wonderful 
classmates. Rebekka Wahala (7/2/17) and Kaia Heide (11/6/17) both passed away in the past year.  I 
was fortunate to have a nice conversation with Kaia’s parents recently, and they expressed how 
grateful they were that so many friends and family had reached out to Kaia during her illness.  I expect 
the same is true for Rebekka.  These connections are important—let’s not let them slip away. 

And that brings me back to Homecoming.  It’s our 25th Reunion Year and we have already started 
planning great events for the weekend of Sept. 27-30. The committee has been hard at work putting 
together our breakfast at The Offutt School of Business (followed by riding on a trailer in the parade) 
and our evening gathering at The Maize in the Knutson Center.  Yes, we’re having a reception with 
beer and wine available ON CAMPUS!!  The next step in Concordia-style rebellion would be breaking 
intervis, but since someone else is living in your old dorm room, let’s try to avoid that one.  We hope to 
see you back to help us celebrate this important milestone!  You can always go to the college website 
for more information, and please search for the group “Concordia College Class of 1993” on Facebook 
and join to receive updates about our upcoming reunion activities. 

Our reunion is also a time to come together as a class to make a difference in the life of the college. Our 
reunion team set a goal of $25,000 and 25% participation from our class. We’re excited about the 
opportunity to give back and hope that you’ll join us by giving a gift of any size in honor of our 25th 
reunion. You can make your gift at ConcordiaCollege.edu/reuniongiving. 

Hope to see you in a couple months!  Karl 

 

 

 

 


