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President Craft to Retire
President Craft announced his
upcoming retirement at the end of his
second presidential term, on June 30,
2023. The Board of Regents has already
started seeking Concordia's next
president with a presidential search
committee and national consulting
firm. 

CAMPUS UPDATES

New Executive Director for Faith and Learning
Dr. Michael Chan will be welcomed in June 2022 as the new
Executive Director for Faith and Learning.  He will direct the
Lorentzsen and Dovre Centers, guide Concordia's interfaith
relationships, and oversee the work of Campus Ministry. 

Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions
Offutt School of Business
School of Arts and Sciences

Learn. Work. Lead. 
A Concordia College education is rooted in college's deep commitment to providing a
transformational experience for every one of our students.  Development has continued on our
academic framework through Three Schools, One College:

Concordia will begin renovation in the summer of 2022 on the Sanford Clinic building adjacent
to campus to provide expanded laboratory, classroom, and centralized office space for its freshly
named Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions.  The project will include a nursing
simulation lab and a human performance lab.  It will be a remarkable advancement to the
program. 



Advancing the Mission  |  Cobber Ambassador Program

Learn more or sign up to become an Ambassador at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/cobber-ambassador-program

A new initiative was officially launched to
invigorate the unique network and relationships
among alumni, friends, and students of Concordia
College. Cobber Ambassadors are people who care
about the students and mission, believe in the
college, and help spread the word about
Concordia's life-changing education.  

COVID Response/Planning

We continue to monitor guidance from the Minnesota
Department of Health and the CDC to keep our
campus as healthy as possible amid the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.  Students, faculty, and staff are
updated regularly and encouraged to engage in risk-
reducing practices to prioritize in-person learning and
working through the academic year. 

Concordia Recognized for Women in Coaching

The University of Minnesota's Tucker Center for Research on Girls & Women in
Sport gave Concordia an "A" grade on its 2020-21 report card.  The college was
highlighted for having female head coaches for 70% of its women's sports.
Concordia was the only MIAC school to receive an "A" grade in the report.
Compliments to Athletic Director Rachel Bergeson for her leadership.

Renovation was completed in Christiansen Recital Hall to provide a higher quality and more
modern experience for students and guests
A gas firepit was installed near the 8th Street entrance of the Knutson Campus Center
An Indoor Performance Center for golf was added in Olson Forum using the latest
simulator technology to provide year-round training for the men's and women's golf
programs
Olson Forum's workout balcony will be expanded this summer

Around Campus

Dr. Gwen Wagstrom Halaas '75 named new dean of  
Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions 
Dr. Halaas brings more than four decades of research, teaching,
program development and administrative experience to Concordia. 
 She grew up in the Fargo-Moorhead area and is a 1975 graduate of
Concordia.  Dr. Halaas will assume the role on July 1, 2022. 



Corn Feed Season is around the corner!

We will continue the tradition of hosting corn feeds in
the summer and hope to see you! 

Updates can be found at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/cornfeeds

Homecoming
100 Years of Homecoming was celebrated in October 2021. 
 The college was happy to successfully welcome back over 700
alumni and friends to partake in this strong Cobber tradition. 

We look forward to celebrating with YOU October 7-9, 2022!
Watch for updates at ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming

News & Notes
Stay up to date on news throughout the year and

subscribe to our weekly email newsletter.
 

ConcordiaCollege.edu/news/news-and-notes

Travel the World with Concordia
Each year, the Alumni Relations Office offers opportunities for alumni and
the Concordia family to partake in global travel experiences led by our in-
house experts. From wine tastings in the French countryside, participating
in Northern Spain's rich culture from the seat of your bicycle, or traveling as
a companion to our top vocal and instrumental ensembles as they share
their music with the world, there's an excursion catered to every interest.  

Explore the trips at ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/global-travel

Giving Update
We can pay forward the generous
scholarships we received as students by
supporting this new generation of Cobbers. 
 Together, we help ensure that a Concordia
education is possible for every student.  

In 2021, more than 5,000 people came together to raise $2.6+ million for The Cobber Fund, which
helps provide scholarships for students, and we have to say, this new generation of students. 

THANK YOU TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF '74 THAT PARTICIPATED IN GIVING!
 

Be on the lookout for the Cobbers Give campaign March 7-18; a generous alum will add an
additional $100 to each of our gifts to The Cobber Fund. The class of 1974 can truly make a

difference in the lives of current students. 
Learn more or give online at ConcordiaCollege.edu/giving



Alumni Awards
 

2021 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

2021 Sent Forth Recipients

Nominations Always Open
To read more about these recipients or to nominate a deserving alumni, go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition

Fay Ferguson '73 Dr. Gwen (Wagstrom) Halaas '75

Co-CEO Burrell 
Communications
Group

Vice chancellor for Academic 
Affairs and professor, 
Washington State University 
Health Sciences

Harold D. Pope '77 Dr. Corey Teigen '86

Senior counsel at 
Dykema Gossett, PLLC

Vascular and interventional
radiologist, researcher, and 
developer, and Chief Scientific 
Officer, Penumbra, Inc.

Stephen Letnes '00 Judge Jade Rosenfeldt '05

Founder, Executive Director 
Able Artist Foundation

Clay County Courthouse
Seventh Judicial District

Called to Serve Award is conferred upon alumni who have demonstrated notable commitment
to the mission of the college through lifelong service to their faith communities, education, arts
or other not-for-profit activities. Alumni of any year are eligible. 
The Sent Forth Award is conferred upon young alumni who have distinguished themselves
early on in their careers and service to others. For graduates of less than 20 years, this award is
reserved for alumni who have shown vocational precociousness.
The Alumni Achievement Award (AAA), the college's highest honor, is conferred upon alumni
who have distinguished themselves in their careers and service to others. For graduates of 20
years or more, the AAA is reserved for alumni at the pinnacle of their vocational life. 

Concordia has three categories of awards presented each year.



Help locate missing classmates – One of the biggest challenges is to locate the
approximately 30 of our classmates who are missing from our class list. (Included
later). Please let us know if you have some knowledge of a phone #, address or email
for any of these classmates.

Share your story – All of us have a unique story that is waiting to be heard by a
classmate.In order to lead by example, here’s our story:

Dear Fellow Classmates of 1974,

We hope that you and your family had a meaningful Christmas and are enjoying a Happy
and Healthy New Year after a very challenging year. 

We have taken the responsibility of class agents with a certain amount of interpretation.
With our 50th Class Reunion coming in October of 2024, we are only 34 months away! We
realize that we will need some help from a number of you.

Marilyn and I were married the weekend before we graduated. We have two sons, Erik
and Karl. Erik and his wife Shana (both CC grads) live in Blaine and have two daughters
Anja (15) and Milla (12). Karl (a Gustavus grad) and his wife Noriko just moved home from
Japan and are living on our Christmas tree farm near Taylors Falls, MN. They have two
children Keilla (7) and Leif (5). We are both retired and living in Circle Pines where we
keep busy with home and farm projects as well as being part of our grandchildren’s lives.

Here are a few recent stories from our classmates. Please share your story to us at
mlpderickson@comcast.net

Message from Class Agent and Class Member Updates

Kelly Kumm lives with his wife Judy in
Mequite, ID. They have 2 children Jessica
and Travis. They are both retired and live in
southern Nevada in the winter months and
return to Pocatello, ID for the more
moderate temperatures.

Picture: Kelly & Judy

John Koczman and his wife Cathy live in Fountain Hills, AZ.

mailto:mlpderickson@comcast.net


Rikka Hoffland Estenson lives in Fishers, IN with her husband Gordon. 

Mark Turk and his wife Sue live in Colorado Springs, CO.

Andrea Daniel and her husband Paul live in Milwaukie, OR.

Mark Theno has a very interesting story to share.
He and his wife Barbara live in Minnetonka, MN. In his own words:

I will retire someday, but continue to run Bioesse Technologies, a company that
manufactures a patented inhalation patch for aromatherapy. We have been selling them
to hospitals and clinics the last 11 years and launched our retail line last year. The retail
product is called Breatherapy Tabs and Aaron is in charge of this line of products.

I still follow things that go on at Concordia such as sports and the chemistry department.
I did have a paid internship for our company and hired a Chemistry student
recommended to me by one of the professors. He did a great job for us.

One of these days I will make it back to campus. We have two children. 

Jessica Theno - 8/23/76
Currently she is working as an Acute Care Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Supervisor at
UC Davis Children's hospital. She graduated from Hamline University with
Philosophy degree and Law degree. Was accepted by Medical University in
Charleston where she got her Nursing degree, worked in Cook Children's hospital in
Fort Worth, TX and went to University of Alabama while working full-time for her
Nurse Practitioner degree.

Aaron Theno - 7/17/79
Aaron is a professional opera singer in New York City and is helping me run Bioesse
Technologies LLC. He performs each year at Bard College in upstate New York and
sings with the Center of Contemporary Opera, when there isn't a pandemic going on.

Last year I played tennis in Mallorca, Spain for the Super
Senior world championships. In doubles we won our
first match over a German doubles team in three sets.
Then we had to play the number one seed from Austria
two days later right after we each had tough mixed
doubles matches and lost to the Austrian team. I played
under the Luxembourg Flag as I have dual citizenship
and thought it would a nice thing to do for
Luxembourg. After the tournament I found out I am
ranked 121st. in the world for 70-75 year-olds. Now I have
to play more tourneys and get that ranking below 100.  

Picture: Mark at Nadal Academy 



LOCATE
HELP US

If you know any of the classmates listed below, please
ask them to update their information by going to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/classnotes 
Send an email to alumni@cord.edu or call 218.299.3734

We would love to update their records.
Thank you if you've already done so.

Wanda Winkelman
Joan Braun
Jeanne Peterson
Michael Gardner
William Rostedt
Grant Arneson
Erik Christiasen
Karen Joplin
David Brace

William Ostrom
Auralee Carlson
David Hogie
Mary Throntveit
Marcella Sluka
Samuel Schroyer
Lloyd Oson
Kay Chaney
Mark Westby

We Remember
Classmates who have passed away

 

Diane Pedersen
John Myhre
Rober Mudry
Barbara Simonson
Yohannes Yilma
Rita Laker-Ojok
Myrna Messenbrink
Jane Dunn
Darrion Smith

Cynthia Carlson - died Aug 9, 1981
David Ellefson – died Sept. 1, 1990
Lori Waltman Withoff – died May 17, 1991
Randall Johnson – died July 5, 1991
Jon Bergland – died April 22, 1992
R Alan Sansgaard – died Nov. 1, 1996
Bradley Kibbel – died Dec. 18, 1996
Lilly Kvam Herder – died April 21, 1997
Lynn Clarke Griffiths – died June 9, 1997
Richard Mickelson – died April 20, 1998
Carol Lewis – died Sept. 21, 1998
Barbara Ronnei Gross – died Dec. 11, 2000
Willard Hase – died Oct. 7, 2002
Jeffrey Boe – died June 28, 2003
Jay Fiedler – died June 9, 2004
Bradley Clark – died Oct. 14, 2004
Richard Wallace – died Sept. 1, 2005
Curtis Odden  - died July 29, 2006
Douglas Whitman – died Dec. 16, 2007
Patty Hawkins Leonard – died Dec. 31, 2011
Bruce Lattu – died March 4, 2013
Patti McNeely – died July 24, 2013

Brian Neugebauer – died Jan. 4, 2014
Barb Eiden-Molinaro – died Feb. 15, 2014
Mark Naumann – died May 30, 2014
Susan Wistrand Hauger – died March 31, 2015
Duane Mickelson -died Nov. 24, 2015
Steven Schwendeman – died Feb. 19, 2016
Brena Christianson Eller – died May 14, 2017
Barbara Carriere Homquist – died June 26, 2017
Stephen Kittelson – died Jan. 27, 2019
Carol Borge Reitz – died April 13, 2019
Phillip Johnson – died Jan. 12, 2020
Philip Collins – died Jan. 4, 2021
Peter Miller – died March 18, 2021
Mark Wergeland – died Sept. 18, 2021
Lewis Westlake – died Oct. 24,2021
Hans Karlisch
David Buchman
Linda Estes Greenquist
William Drive
Jeffrie Milne
Jon Magloughlin
John Weitzel



Share a photo, past or present.  Here is a photo of Marilyn and Paul with some of our
friends on Graduation Day back in 1974. 

Doug Davis, Sue Nelson, Rick Olsen, Paul Erickson, Marilyn (Halverson) Erickson, Dave Monson

Why is it important to cherish and renew our Concordia friends and classmates?

First we are not getting any younger. Second, a 50th College reunion often is the last
significant gathering of our classmates. Third, the 50th is a golden opportunity to
reestablish a past friendship or find a new friend for the rest of your life. Isn’t there
someone you went to school with but have no idea where they are now? This is the
perfect time to reconnect.

We know this sounds a little
sentimental but for us, it is all
true. We look forward to your
participation in this great
endeavor. 

We’d like to invite everyone to
submit a photo from college
days and a current photo.

Here we are now with our
family taken last summer!

Sincerely, 
  Paul Erickson, Class Agent

901 8th St S  |  Moorhead, MN 56562  |  218.299.4000


