
Class Letter
MARCH 2022 CLASS OF  1972 CONCORDIA COLLEGE

A letter to the great class of 1972!
- D.A. Lammi, Class Agent

A friend of mine said a number of phrases the other day about nothing in particular, “Can
you believe it?” “I just can’t believe it!” “It doesn’t seem right!” “My does time fly!” And of
course, mind you, they were not really talking about a Fiftieth Class Reunion happening
at Concordia College, especially not our class. BUT! Can you believe that it is actually true?
Officially, on April 30th, 2022, it will be Fifty Years!

You’re right to say that time does fly, life goes on, things happen, and you can insert other
words from the ‘60’s and ‘70’s, too. It has been an adventure to watch, listen, learn,
reconnect, be amazed, be proud, cry, laugh, and continue to network with all kinds of
people, now including globally, as well as regionally. I’ve heard from a number of
classmates regularly, and the connections seem to be getting stronger, and we all realize
we’re not in the game of trying to impress someone else down the street or in the other
town. We’re basically solid, real alums with a common connection. A good thing. And for
some, their wit and humor are even more sharp than it was in the ‘70’s!

You’re also right to assume that some members of our Class of ’72 have been Zooming,
emailing, phoning, meeting in person and overall planning to put together some socially
acceptable celebration of reaching this reunion year milestone! It’s a Golden Anniversary
that most look forward to, and, when thinking of the Queen of England, well, she just had
her Platinum Anniversary. For those of you who don’t do math, that’s her 70th on the
throne. And there are some of you classmates that have already, or will soon, their 50th
wedding anniversary!

  SO – Mark your calendars for our 
50th Class Reunion at Homecoming this fall – October 6 – 9, 2022!

Plan ahead! – Our class has booked a block of rooms at three hotels in the Fargo-
Moorhead area. You can access that information using the following link: 
https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/homecoming/hotel-reservations/
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Email address 
Mailing address 
Preferred Phone number(s)

If you haven’t done it yet, get busy and connect to the next link to get your
submission into the memory book by tax deadline time of April 15th! Make sure
you send in a current picture of yourself and fill out the biographical
information requested. It’s easy! I did it! Classes celebrating before us were
averaging 200 to 300 classmate submissions. We should be able to beat 300!
Here’s the link:

https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/homecoming/memory-book-
submission/

 A number of us from the Class of ’72 have been making calls to as many
classmates as we can, asking them to start thinking about attending our 50th
Reunion. If you haven’t received a call yet, you may still get one! If not, we would
like you to verify your relevant information for our class and Concordia, and also to
know if you will be attending. We are looking forward to seeing as many of you as
possible. 
You can verify the following:

And of course, with our increasing ability at our mature stage in life and use of
social media, we would like to inform you all about a new Facebook page for the
Concordia Class of ’72. Yes, here’s the link:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/643539570033436
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President Craft to Retire
President Craft announced his
upcoming retirement at the end of his
second presidential term, on June 30,
2023. The Board of Regents has already
started seeking Concordia's next
president with a presidential search
committee and national consulting
firm. 

CAMPUS UPDATES

New Executive Director for Faith and Learning
Dr. Michael Chan will be welcomed in June 2022 as the new
Executive Director for Faith and Learning.  He will direct the
Lorentzsen and Dovre Centers, guide Concordia's interfaith
relationships, and oversee the work of Campus Ministry. 

Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions
Offutt School of Business
School of Arts and Sciences

Learn. Work. Lead. 
A Concordia College education is rooted in college's deep commitment to providing a
transformational experience for every one of our students.  Development has continued on our
academic framework through Three Schools, One College:

Concordia will begin renovation in the summer of 2022 on the Sanford Clinic building adjacent
to campus to provide expanded laboratory, classroom, and centralized office space for its freshly
named Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions.  The project will include a nursing
simulation lab and a human performance lab.  It will be a remarkable advancement to the
program. 

Dr. Gwen Wagstrom Halaas '75 named new dean of  
Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions 
Dr. Halaas brings more than four decades of research, teaching,
program development and administrative experience to Concordia. 
 She grew up in the Fargo-Moorhead area and is a 1975 graduate of
Concordia.  Dr. Halaas will assume the role on July 1, 2022. 
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Advancing the Mission  |  Cobber Ambassador Program

Learn more or sign up to become an Ambassador at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/cobber-ambassador-program

Referring and recruiting new students
Connecting with current students
Engaging our community
Communicating our mission

A new initiative was officially launched to
invigorate the unique network and relationships
among alumni, friends, and students of Concordia
College. Cobber Ambassadors are people who care
about the students and mission, believe in the
college, and help spread the word about
Concordia's life-changing education.  There are four
areas of focus in which you can choose to
participate:

COVID Response/Planning

We continue to monitor guidance from the Minnesota
Department of Health and the CDC to keep our
campus as healthy as possible amid the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.  Students, faculty, and staff are
updated regularly and encouraged to engage in risk-
reducing practices to prioritize in-person learning and
working through the academic year. 

Concordia Recognized for Women in Coaching

The University of Minnesota's Tucker Center for Research on Girls & Women in
Sport gave Concordia an "A" grade on its 2020-21 report card.  The college was
highlighted for having female head coaches for 70% of its women's sports.
Concordia was the only MIAC school to receive an "A" grade in the report.
Compliments to Athletic Director Rachel Bergeson for her leadership.

Renovation was completed in Christiansen Recital Hall to provide a higher quality and more
modern experience for students and guests
A gas firepit was installed near the 8th Street entrance of the Knutson Campus Center
An Indoor Performance Center for golf was added in Olson Forum using the latest
simulator technology to provide year-round training for the men's and women's golf
programs
Olson Forum's workout balcony will be expanded this summer

Around Campus
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Corn Feed Season is around the corner!

We will continue the tradition of hosting corn feeds in
the summer and hope to see you! 

Updates can be found at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/cornfeeds

Giving Update
We can pay forward the generous
scholarships we received as students by
supporting this new generation of Cobbers. 
 Together, we help ensure that a Concordia
education is possible for every student.  

Homecoming
100 Years of Homecoming was celebrated in October 2021. 
 The college was happy to successfully welcome back over 700
alumni and friends to partake in this strong Cobber tradition. 

We look forward to celebrating with YOU October 7-9, 2022!
Watch for updates at ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming

News & Notes
Stay up to date on news throughout the year and

subscribe to our weekly email newsletter.

ConcordiaCollege.edu/news/news-and-notes

In 2021, more than 5,000 people came together to raise $2.6+ million for The Cobber Fund, which 
helps provide scholarships for students, and we have to say, this new generation of students. 

THANK YOU TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF '72 THAT PARTICIPATED IN GIVING!
Mange tussen tak! (Many thousand thanks! - translation from "Hanny" - "Canby" - Paul Hanson

The class of 1972 can truly make a difference in the lives of current students. Alumni are a vital 
part of Concordia and its future! Learn more or give online at ConcordiaCollege.edu/giving

Travel the World with Concordia
Each year, the Alumni Relations Office offers opportunities for alumni and 
the Concordia family to partake in global travel experiences led by our in-
house experts. From wine tastings in the French countryside, participating 
in Northern Spain's rich culture from the seat of your bicycle, or traveling as 
a companion to our top vocal and instrumental ensembles as they share 
their music with the world, there's an excursion catered to every interest.  

Explore the trips at ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/global-travel
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Alumni Awards
 

2021 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

2021 Sent Forth Recipients

Nominations Always Open
To read more about these recipients or to nominate a deserving alumni, go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition

Fay Ferguson '73 Dr. Gwen (Wagstrom) Halaas '75

Co-CEO Burrell 
Communications
Group

Vice chancellor for Academic 
Affairs and professor, 
Washington State University 
Health Sciences

Harold D. Pope '77 Dr. Corey Teigen '86

Senior counsel at 
Dykema Gossett, PLLC

Vascular and interventional
radiologist, researcher, and 
developer, and Chief Scientific 
Officer, Penumbra, Inc.

Stephen Letnes '00 Judge Jade Rosenfeldt '05

Founder, Executive Director 
Able Artist Foundation

Clay County Courthouse
Seventh Judicial District

Called to Serve Award is conferred upon alumni who have demonstrated notable commitment
to the mission of the college through lifelong service to their faith communities, education, arts
or other not-for-profit activities. Alumni of any year are eligible. 
The Sent Forth Award is conferred upon young alumni who have distinguished themselves
early on in their careers and service to others. For graduates of less than 20 years, this award is
reserved for alumni who have shown vocational precociousness.
The Alumni Achievement Award (AAA), the college's highest honor, is conferred upon alumni
who have distinguished themselves in their careers and service to others. For graduates of 20
years or more, the AAA is reserved for alumni at the pinnacle of their vocational life. 

Concordia has three categories of awards presented each year.
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Class Member Updates

Kent Baldry
A fifty-year reunion for the Class of 1972 is a big deal. It will bring classmates back
together for renewal and fun. It will possibly drop us all back into the 1970’s to feel twenty
years old again…well, sort of!
Mini-reunions every year are also a big deal, be it at the Concordia fall reunions or fishing
and playing golf together. One group of Cobbers has been gathering on a regular basis
together since 1984. It started with six fellows going fishing and has grown to over forty
Cobbers and spouses for Octoberfest. The activities grew into more fishing, golfing and
pheasant hunting. The current schedule of events is a regular dose of weekly golf outings
with an annual summer fishing trip. The masterminds behind this endeavor were Dale
Skyberg and Mark McNelly. They were joined by me, Gene Bjerken, Dave Brokke and Don
Houseman. The numbers grew over the years, as others were invited to join the group.
After 38 years the crew and activities continue as they reunite frequently for good
fellowship and planning meetings for future get togethers.

Kneeling-Don Houseman; Left to right: Dave Brokke, Kent Baldry, Gene Bjerken, Dale
Skyberg, Roger Strand, Royal Carlson, and Leroy “Red” Sandven. 

Lammi note: I was fortunate enough to be allowed into this illustrious group, thanks to Mark McNelly,
among others, including Roger Brandt, Paul “Hanny” Hanson, Roger “Jens” Jenson, Mark Johnson, Dave
Jordahl, Brian Kvebak, Bruce Larson, Pete Michel, and Loren Seifert. Eight of us were pallbearers for
Mark when he passed after a courageous battle with MS. The wind chill was a minus 27°F, and yes, the
“Holy water was ice before it hit the lid of the casket! If you can imagine some of these guys going
down the waterslide at Thumper Pond at a Pre-Planning Planning Meeting, your imagination is right!
A number of these Cobbers get together in Arizona as well. Water slides optional. Think young!
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Debra (Chisholm) Ruehlman
COVID was not enough for our family. My husband, Peter, was diagnosed with a rare
disease, Amyloidosis, several years ago. His care involved a stem cell transplant this
year, so we spent a great deal of the summer living in Rochester, MN, for his treatment
at the Mayo Clinic. It was a harrowing time made so much better with visits from
Cobber friends. Who knew that so many years after graduation, I’d still have my
Cobbers for support!

Lammi note: Thanks for reminding all of us, Debra, that we are still family after all these years,
and regardless of circumstances. Thanks for your note!

Linnea Hanson Hanley
I retired after working as a flight attendant for Northwest/Delta Airlines for 46 years. I live
in Palm Beach Gardens, FL.

Nancy (Sandness/Kaiser) Frederick
I am retired from teaching in elementary school. Dan and I have started a chapter of
Sleep in Heavenly Peace, where we build and deliver beds to kids who are sleeping on the
floor, couch or other unsafe/uncomfortable place. We have delivered about 800 beds to
children in our area. We also have 7 grandkids spread out all over the country, so travel to
visit them when it is safe.

Lammi note: Nancy and her first husband, the late Greg Kaiser ’72, have had one offspring become
a Cobber in the family. Kelly Kaiser Borning, graduated in the Concordia Class of ’96! Yea Cobbers!

Pam (Bruce) Hartman
 Address: 409 113th Avenue SW, Killdeer, ND 58640
 Email: rphartman@outlook.com

Patricia (Arnold) Engen
Retired Spring ’21 from approximately 30 years in printing and publishing and 19 years
teaching (including 10 years in Alaska, and the last four years at Alexandria, MN, High
School, teaching special education). Now back to my roots encouraging sustainable
farming, planting native plants, enjoying grandkids, and hoping to do some traveling.

Libby (Elizabeth Rydquist) Mangold
Greg and I have been married now for going on fifteen years and we are both newly
retired! Daughter Julia is married and is a pastor in Monticello, IL. Greg’s daughter from
his first marriage just earned her PhD in Biomedical Engineering and will begin a
research position at Mayo Clinic in Rochester. My second career over the last nine years
was a chaplaincy and Greg was employed with Gallagher Benefit Services as a consultant
to city and county governments regarding their pay plans. We are still enjoying our home
with our Pomchi, Sadie. We have two teenaged grandchildren, thirteen and sixteen.
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Dwight Penas
Entered 2021 full of hope: I learned that we would be grandparents in the summer. So,
even with COVID, we were happy. Then in late April I was diagnosed with having had a
series (12-15) of very small strokes. So, I spent a couple of weeks in the wonderful Abbott
Northwestern Hospital and the fabulous Courage Kinney (named for Sister Kenney)
Rehab Institute. I was dismissed to return home with a little out-patient therapy.
Thankfully, no serious after-effects except for some balance issues and nasty disposition
to “brain fatigue” – both of which are treatable. Both Kathy and I work from home (she all
the time as a director of programs for Allina Health, one of the largest health systems in
the state) and I off-and-on (because I don’t like to mix work with home life, as the senior
title attorney for Partners Title, a rather small, privately owned title and closing company).

Our grandsons, Jordan and Kierand, were born in late August and have become our
obsession. In true Lake Wobegon fashion, they are both “above average” on the
developmental scales. They were born 1 minute apart, and they really don’t look very
much alike (to the trained eye).

Lammi note: Sounds like you’re not seeing double with your trained eye, Dwight! Glad you’re on
the mend!

Roger Chase
I retired from the practice of law at the end of 2020. Turning 70 seemed like a good time
to stop “practicing” at being a lawyer; besides Social Security checks are more certain
than collecting legal fees. With travel and social gatherings limited, Kathy and I focus on
our grandchildren. We are blessed that their parents recently bought the house across
the street. Actually, it’s the house we bought when we moved to Spokane 42 years ago
and lived in for ten years before moving 200 feet to the other side of 19th Avenue. Our
daughter and son-in-law are both high school teachers. Our grandchildren, ages 5 and 3,
arrive every morning at 6:45 for breakfast, after which we take them to school. It’s a great
schedule and a heck of a lot of fun. Our other indulgence is attending college basketball
games. There is a pretty good college team in town that is consistently ranked high
nationally for which we are fortunate to have season tickets. Since every game is sold out,
you would be surprised how many friends we have when we’re unavailable to attend a
game. We’re looking forward to getting back to Concordia in October. We attended
Kathy’s 50th Concordia Reunion last fall. The Class of ’71 set a pretty high standard that
I’m sure we will be able to meet if not exceed.

Lammi note: Thanks, Roger, for also volunteering to help out on our reunion committee! Much
appreciated!
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Craig Wanamaker
Everyone is working! I'm working full time as a National Accounts Executive for CSSI 
(Cost Segregation Services, Inc.) which also provide reverse mortgages for seniors. 
My wife, Kristi, works as Director of Events at Faith Search International.  My son, 
Nick, works at Oracle and his wife, Jessica, works in health systems.  My son, 
Timothy also works at Oracle and his wife, Carolyn, works at Normandale 
Community College. 
Kristi and I will be celebrating our 48th wedding anniversary August 24th! 
Everyone is very active in their churches and in opportunities of serving the Lord.

Sandi (Cassandra Braaten) Talkington
Clark and I are both retired. We spend our winters in Tucson, AZ, where we are 
members of the Olli. We enjoy the variety of classes offered. We also enjoy the Tucson 
Symphony Orchestra. We have three grandchildren, Lucas Johnson, freshman at the 
University of Missouri; Blake Johnson, a sophomore at Highlands Ranch High School in 
Colorado; and Kyan Kim, a kindergartener in Oakland, CA. We like to spend time with 
them.

Clark and I have traveled to many parts of the U.S. and several foreign countries since 
we retired. Clark is an avid birder, so many of our travels have been spent looking for 
birds. I like to visit state capitol buildings and so far, we have visited 42 and 
Washington, D.C.
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LOCATE
HELP US

If you know any of the classmates listed below, please
ask them to update their information by going to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/classnotes 
Send an email to alumni@cord.edu or call 218.299.3734

We would love to update their records.
Thank you if you've already done so.

Audrey Bakke
Barbara Beck
Louis Berg
Wendy (Forsman) Bezecny 
Alan Boerner
Kristin Bolger
Shirley Borgum 
Stephanie Brand
Donald Breikjern 
Kathleen (Haupt) Bretz 
Diane (Lindquist) DeGrote 
Sophie Delpech
Paul Dinga
Parthenia Elam

Christine (Wicker) Murphy 
Patricia Nelson
Neil Nelson
Robert Oren
Kirk Pederson
Larry R. Pederson 
Marlene (Colley) Peters 
Karen (Ritchie) Swihart 
Carolyn Thompson 
Janna Tronson
John Wangsness
Josie West
Karlene Weyandt

Add a little bit of body text

Peter Epke
David J. Frost
Kathryn Grafsgaard 
Michael Gunderson 
Ross Haller
Craig Hoppe
Lois (Gilbertson) Jensen 
Charles Kempf
Ruth (Rindy) Lawrence 
Nancy Lee
Mary MacDiarmid 
Roger Mann
David Matthias
Larry Mork

We Remember
Classmate who has passed away 

Erik J. Budd, Feb 23, 2021
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901 8th St S  |  Moorhead, MN 56562  |  218.299.4000

Looking Ahead! (It beats the other view!)

I drove the truck on the Concordia Choir weekend tour to Brainerd and a concert in the
high school’s new performing arts center. That was my third trip there since October,
having traveled this school year with the Concordia Orchestra and also the Concordia
Band. This is the first time our Concordia groups have been able to perform off campus,
work with high school students and faculty, and perform for the public. All three
organizations have given opportunities for young performers to work with our college
students, one-on-one, in small groups or sections, but especially getting the opportunity
to perform with Cobbers! If you know of prospective students, please let the college
know! 

The Choir heads to Alexandria on Sat., Feb. 26th, Rochester, MN, the 27th, and then on to
California, AZ, NM and Colorado before heading back to MN. They will be performing a
concert at St. Andrews Lutheran Church in Mahtomedi, MN, on March 12th. This was the
concert that was canceled due to COVID in 2019. Fill the place if you’re in the Cities. And
for you ’72 Concordia Choir members, they’re singing the same Back motet that we sang,
ready? Fifty years ago! And in the words of Paul J., we sang it in English, “because the
hardware man doesn’t know German.” This year’s choir sings it in Bach’s vernacular! 

Lastly, thanks for all you do for Concordia, and we have many
unsung heroes out there. Thanks for your gifts, thanks for keeping
in touch, thanks for putting up with committees and long letters,
and thanks for encouraging another person to become a Cobber.
And thanks for many of your grandchildren, who’ve become
Cobbers! There a Cobber “children” singing in the choir this year as
well. And thank you for considering attending our Fiftieth Class
Reunion. We’re working on it to make it worthwhile, but we need
your reunion ala Prausnitz book report to print. Check out all the
links, get connected, get busy and make some plans for October. 

And yes, the DQ in Moorhead will be open! Est. 1949 its the home of the Dilly Bar! (1952)

Keep smiling!  - D.A. Lammi
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