
 
Dear Members of the Class of 1970                                                                           Summer, 2019 
 
I hope that all of you are doing well and enjoying the days of summer!  Pat Torgeson (’71) and I 
are doing fine.  We had a hard winter, weather-wise, and a cold/rainy spring, but, now that it is 
summer, we are enjoying warmer and sunnier weather.  During the past few months, Pat’s and 
my main project has been down-sizing and moving from Fargo to West Fargo.  It has taken a lot 
of time and effort, but we are glad that we did it!  We have been busy, but have found time to 
also get together with family and friends.  Pat’s Mom died in November, and that has been 
another big change for us.  
 
I want to thank everyone who sent an “update” to me.  Information about the lives of classmates 
adds so much to this annual letter!  Thank you again!!  There were more “updates” sent this 
year than ever before.  The following information is what I received:  
…..Ted Albers lives with his wife, Cathy, in Appleton, MN.  Ted directs Chord-Ayres which is 
a men’s chorus.  The Chorus will be performing its 50th year anniversary concert, this year, and 
the concert will be recorded and aired on Pioneer Public Television as a featured show.  Chord-
Ayres is also a member of the Minnesota Music Hall of Fame and performs for many events 
throughout the year.  
…..Craig Amundson lives with his wife, Deborah, in Hermantown, MN.  When Craig sent an 
update in early May, he had just returned from Florida in time to enjoy a 9 inch snowfall….. 
Craig said that he occasionally connects with Concordia friends (ie: Everett Hall, Warren 
(Yogi) True, and Jon Pederson (71) with whom he reconnected through Boy Scouts). 
…..Avis Anderson lives in Glendive, MT.  She came out of retirement, this past year, to serve as 
an interim pastor at the church from which she retired.  She also reads, knits, and writes an 
occasional column for the local newspaper.  She said that she has been downsizing her “stuff” 
and that that has been liberating! 
…..Renee (Saethre) Anderson lives with her husband, David, in Pequot Lakes, MN.  Renee 
teaches piano; plays the organ/piano at church; plays for musicals, sing-a-longs, and Memorial/ 
Veterans Day programs; and also chairs a piano festival each year which involves 150 students, 
12 teachers, and 4 judges.  Last year, the community surprised Renee by awarding her “Citizen 
of the Year.”  She said she merely enjoys what she does and loves her students and the 
community.  She and David are planning a big family reunion, this summer, at the Anderson 
Barn Event Center.  They are expecting all of Renee’s brothers and sisters and their families 
(some are Cobbers), along with her and David’s 4 children (all are Cobbers) and their families, to 
be there.  Renee and David also travel to MT, KY, PA, and NE to see their children and families 
and have also met their sons to visit AK and Norway.  In her update, Renee included the 
following note: “Hey fellow classmates!  What does it feel like to be 70?”…..          
…..Caren (Holm) Martin-Burleigh lives in Santa Fe, NM, with her husband of three years, 
James Burleigh.  After the death of Caren’s husband of 38 years, Peter Martin, Caren again 



taught at Country Day School in St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, and at Bashay Village near Kartu 
in northern Tanzania.  Upon moving to NM, where her oldest son and wife, Emily, live, she 
taught a year in Trang, Thailand, under Global Mission (ELCA), with other volunteer teachers of 
English, in a program of the Church of Christ.  Upon returning to NM in 2013, she continued to 
do volunteer teaching and had the joy of spending time with a grandson who is now 4 years old.  
Jim and Caren do some work in a village in the Middle Atlas mountains of Morocco, at a 
Learning Center in Igombe, Uganda, and in Tanzania. Most of the year, however, they live 
outside of Santa Fe and enjoy hiking, biking, camping, reading, music, Lutheran Church of the 
Servant, and sons and grandson.  Caren also enjoys playing her flute. Caren wrote: “I plan on 
attending our 50th in 2020 and continue to sing and play my flute!  I certainly treasure those 
Cobber years!” 
…..Roberta (Anderson) Dale lives with her husband, Luther (69), in Shoreview, MN.   Each 
summer, for the last 10 years, Berta and Luther have traveled to the Sun Valley, Idaho area to 
spend time with their son and family who hike, bike, swim, and camp all around the region.  
Berta and Luther also enjoy biking on the many wonderful trails in the Valley and camping.  One 
of their favorite spots to camp is the magnificent Red Fish Lake Resort area.  This year, Berta 
and Luther will be pulling an Aliner pop-up camper and will be heading to Banff after their time 
in Idaho. 
…..Steve Dove lives with his wife, Marianne (Nystuen) (’81), in Pepin, WI.  After Steve retired  
as athletic director for Edina High School, he and Marianne decided to leave their Burnsville, 
MN home of 35 years, and move to their lake home in the quiet small river town of Pepin (1/2 
hour south of Red Wing, MN).  Their two youngest children had worked summer jobs at a large 
waterfront restaurant, in Pepin, called the Pickle Factory.  When the owner decided to retire and 
move to Arizona, Steve and Marianne decided that they had one more venture in them and 
purchased the restaurant.  Steve said that it has been a “fun ride” for 6 years.  The restaurant is 
open all summer and only on weekends in the winter.  A manager oversees the business while 
Steve and Marianne go to Ft. Myers, FL, for a couple months in the winter.  Their son is an F16 
pilot in the Air Force and is being deployed to South Korea in June; their youngest daughter will 
get her RN degree at La Crosse, WI, in December; their second oldest daughter works for Optum 
in the Twin Cities and has 4 children; and their oldest daughter lives in Buffalo, NY, with 3 
children and her husband who coaches football at the University at Buffalo.  Steve commented, 
“Looking forward to our 50th Reunion in another year!” 
…..John and Mary (Seter) Erickson live in Detroit Lakes, MN.  They are both retired and 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on August 18, 2018.  They have 3 daughters, 9 
grandchildren, and 2 great grandchildren.  John and Mary wrote: “We are blessed to have our 
family close and to be able to enjoy their activities, as well as have family dinners and trips 
together. 
…..Kay Erickson died in November, 2018.  At the time of her death, she was living in Chaska, 
MN, but had lived several years in Ortonville, MN, and in Moorhead where she was a librarian 
in the public schools and at Moorhead State University.        



…..Naomi (Anderson) Farr lives in Greenfield, MN, with her husband.  She wrote that she is 
hoping to reconnect with friends from the Class of 1970 as she has wonderful memories of the 
College and of the friends she made while there.  She left Concordia after her freshman year and 
went to Gustavus and then to the University of Minnesota to study Interior Design.  Naomi now 
owns senior housing facilities, spends winters in Tucson, AZ, and has 6 children and 10 
grandchildren.  She also wrote that her 3rd marriage is going on 37 years; she has hunted big 
game in Africa; she would love to spend most of her time on the back of a horse (she has 2, but 
once had 120); she considers herself to be a conservative feminist because she thinks that 
husbands need to be taken care of; and she expects to have “Be reasonable. Do it my way.” on 
her headstone. 
…..Tim and Cheryl (Alswager) Fedji live in Rochester, MN.  Tim attended the Physical 
Therapy Program at The Mayo Clinic from 1970-1972.  He was then hired by Mayo and worked 
there for 46 years before retiring in May, 2018.  Tim has since been spending a considerable of 
time updating/remodeling their home, but they hope to travel more in the near future.  Tim and 
Cheryl have 2 children, Leif and Karl, and 2 grandchildren. 
…..Jim Graham lives in Abingdon, MD.  He is retired from Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical 
Center in Baltimore, MD, where he was the Administrator for inpatient/outpatient Addiction 
Treatment Services and the Center for Addiction and Pregnancy.  Jim wrote:  “I’m looking 
forward to the 50th reunion---my first, but also to the 2019 reunion to take part in the alumni 
choir.” 
…..Everett Hall lives in Great Falls, MT, with his wife, Carol.  He will be on the Concordia 
campus this June.  Ev wrote:  “As a Montana resident, I am fairly certain that I may be the only 
Montana graduate who has been on Concordia’s campus at least once a year for 54 years, 
beginning in 1966”…..    
…..George Halvorson lives in Sausalito, CA, with his wife, Loree.  He is the Chair and CEO of 
the Institute for Intergroup Understanding.  The Institute works on issues of racism, prejudice, 
discrimination, misogyny, and intergroup instinct related stress and conflict.  It believes that we 
need to change the patterns of ethnic and racial discrimination that create major economic 
problems, learning problems, and massive disparities in incarceration rates and unemployment 
rates in America. George has written 4 books on these topics-Primal Pathways, The Art of 
InterGroup Peace, Cusp of Chaos, and Peace in Our Time.  He has also authored 7 books on 
health care reform.  The most recent book being Ending Racial, Ethnic and Cultural Disparities 
in American Health Care.  In 2013, Governor Jerry Brown George appointed George to a four-
year term as Chair of the First 5 Commission for Children and Families for the State of 
California, and reappointed him in 2018. The Commission uses about $500 million each year- 
raised from tobacco taxes-to provide support and education to children in California from birth to 
5 years old. He also wrote Three Key Years which is a book that is directly aimed at ending the 
learning gaps that exist in American schools. 
…..Terry Hokenson lives in Minneapolis, MN.  This spring, marked six years of his serving on 
the Board of the Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light (MNIPL).  The Organization works to 



raise awareness and hope that the climate crisis can be blunted and eventually stopped. The 
Organization believes, however, that the opportunity for raising this awareness and hope is 
closing fast.  The MNIPL web site has an overview of the many fronts on which the 
Organization is working and can be found at: https://mnipl.org/uploads/2019/04/MNIPL-2018-
Annual-Report-Digital.pdf   Terry wrote: “Maybe we can assist your faith community.” 
…..Rachel (Nelson) Hollstadt lives in Edina, MN.  She is into her final year on the Concordia 
Board of Regents.  She is also on Concordia’s Offutt Global Advisory Board and just finished 
serving as Co-Chair of Concordia’s RISE campaign which finished a year early and exceeded its 
goal of $150 million.  Rachel wrote that she recently returned from a river cruise on the Danube 
with her wonderful “significant other.”   She commented that the cruise was a fantastic way to 
travel.  The fun was dampened a bit, however, by the cold and rainy weather and also by learning 
of the white nationalist activity in several of the countries.  Rachel wrote: “The most sobering 
stop was visiting and learning the history of a rebuilt Jewish synagogue in Budapest---a reminder 
to never forget.”    
…..Bill and Sheryl (Thorstenson) Jahraus live in Grafton, ND.  Sheryl retired from teaching in 
2003 after teaching English and coaching Speech for 31 years.  Since then, she has substituted in 
various schools across Northeast North Dakota.  Bill retired in 2017 from teaching History at 
Grafton High School for 47 years and coaching football and basketball for 30 years.  Since then, 
he has worked as a substitute teacher at the High School.  They have 3 children and all graduated 
from Concordia.  Their son, Max, graduated in 1999, is married,  has one son, lives in 
Chanhassen, Minnesota, and is a salesman with Key Surgical in Eden Prairie, MN.  Their 
daughter, Kjersten graduated in 2001, is married and has six children, lives in West Fargo, ND , 
and is a stay-at-home mom.  Their other daughter, Katelyn, graduated in 2005, is married, has 4 
children, lives in Brookings, SD, and is a professor at South Dakota State University.  Since 
retirement, Bill and Sheryl have kept busy traveling, visiting their children and 11 grandchildren, 
gardening, reading, following politics, and attending some Concordia festivities each year.  They 
wrote:  “This past year we were able to attend the Concordia Christmas Concert with 10 of our 
grandchildren.  Soli Deo Gloria!” 
…..Marcia Johnson lives in Woodstock, IL with her partner, Annette.  Woodstock gives them 
easy access to Chicago.  She retired last year after 19 years of serving in the Office of the 
Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  It was a perfect time 
for her to retire as she had two grandchildren on the way.  Oliver was born on March 22 and Axl 
on May 5.  Marcia commented: “What a gift the grandchildren are in retirement!”  
…..Terry Knauf died in September, 2018.  At the time of his death, Terry was living in 
Moorhead.  He had taught and coached basketball in Detroit Lakes, MN; served as athletic 
director in Perham, MN; and had owned businesses in Detroit Lakes, Wadena, and Cold Spring, 
MN.  
…..Doug and Barbara (Anderson) Larson live on Shirt Lake near Deerwood, MN.  Doug 
formally retired in 2016, from 42 years of pastoral ministry.  At present, however, he is serving 
as the Intentional Interim Senior Pastor at First Lutheran Church in Aiken, MN.  Barbara 



continues to work, part-time, for ARCH Language Network, Little Canada, MN, as a trainer of 
interpreters.  Barbara teaches the 40-hour continuing education course that most health providers, 
in the Minneapolis-St. Paul and St. Cloud, require.  Doug and Barbara continue to travel 
extensively, to various places in the world, taking an ocean cruise from San Francisco to Sydney, 
Australia, among other trips.  They have two granddaughters in the Minneapolis area.  They see 
their grandchildren often often and also take care of from time to time.  They wrote that they 
look forward to the 2020 Reunion at Concordia! 
…..Lynda Lester lives in Lodi, California.  After an 18-year career in typesetting, editing, and 
technical writing, she joined the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, CO.  
While there, she worked as a writer/editor for 16 years and managed the print and web 
communications on scientific computing, high-performance networking, and applied 
mathematics.  In 2006, she re-located to Lodi to participate in the extended Integral Yoga 
community of the San Francisco Bay area.  She has been a regular presenter at yoga conferences 
and is currently writing a book on consciousness and the Grateful Dead.  A seminar she gave on 
Integral Yoga, in 2016, is online at   vimeo.com/208724699   Lynda wrote: “Warm wishes to all 
my Concordia friends!” 
…..Steve McCoy died in November, 2018.  Steve was living in Owasso, OK, at the time of his 
death and was retired from American Airlines in Tulsa, OK.  
…..Karen Monson lives in Plymouth, MN.  She worked at the Perpich Center for Arts 
Education where she was the Chair of the Visual Arts Department, as well as a studio arts 
teacher, for 24 years.  Since retirement, she loves working in her own studio, reading books, 
walking her dogs, taking piano lessons, and spending time with friends and family on her own 
schedule.  She commented:  “1970 still sounds like yesterday…..until I do the math…..!” 
.....Gary Noren lives in Chisago City, MN, with his wife Marty.  Gary began his update with the 
following:  “I’m guessing that this is the first of the septuagenarian years for many of us.  So…. 
how have you fared?”  Gary’s 70th year took him and Marty on a wonderful 3-week journey to 
Spain last winter.  He wrote that more importantly, however, was a 70-day lake ice skating quest 
that he took on Green Lake near Chisago City.  That quest allowed many skating outings with 
family and friends, plunged him into the lake on a 15-degree day, and brought on a fall on the ice 
(due to a crack hidden by snow) on day 67.  He is still recovering, from a bruised rotator cuff, 
caused by the fall.  Gary also wrote: “Hunter Thompson said, Life should not be a journey to the 
grave with the intention of arriving safely in a pretty and well-preserved body, but rather to skid 
in broadside in a cloud of smoke, thoroughly used up, totally worn out, and loudly proclaiming 
Wow!  What a Ride!  I’m not too worried about ‘arriving safely,’ just practicing that skid for 
now!” 
…..Lynn Peterson and his wife, Nancy, live in Ottertail, MN.  He is retired (somewhat), but he 
does some part-time work to keep himself occupied.  He served as an advance regional scout for 
the Sacramento Kings in the National Basketball Association (NBA); does some work, in various 
capacities, as needed, for Thumper Pond Resort; drives some motor coach short and long trips; 
and serves as an on-site administrator for the Minnesota Professional Golf Association (PGA) 



where he manages Junior PGA events throughout the summer.  He and Nancy have 3 children, 2 
of which are Cobbers, and 9 grandchildren who are involved in various activities in Perham, 
Staples, and Alexandria.  Their oldest grandson recently graduated from Concordia and will be 
teaching in Lake Park this fall.  One of their granddaughters recently completed her 2nd year at 
Concordia.  Lynn and Nancy have 2 other grandchildren who just graduated from high school. 
One is planning to attend Minnesota State University Moorhead (MSUM), and the other will be 
attending the University of Minnesota. 
…..Vicki (Gibson) and Keith Poier live near Montevideo, MN.  They are still actively farming 
and are thankful for the health to do it.  They are also very involved with their community and 
small rural congregations.  They wrote:  “Enjoying every day!” 
…..Bonnie (Besse) and Tim Rietz (69) live in Austin, MN.  Bonnie’s first job, after graduating 
from Concordia, was teaching French at Irondale High School in Mounds View, MN.  One of the 
films that she showed her students was about riding on a boat on a canal in France.  Bonnie’s 
dream to experience a boat ride on a French canal ride was fulfilled at the age of 70!  She and 
Tim piloted a boat on the Garonne Canal in southwest France for 7 days.  Bonnie translated and 
Tim took lots of photos!  Bonnie wrote:  “We’re excited to hear about all your travel experiences 
at our 50th Homecoming Reunion in 2020!” 
…..Steve Ronningen lives in Rochester, MN, with his wife Mary Overvold-Ronningen.  Steve is 
a retired Lutheran pastor.  He served parishes in Madison, SD; and Stillwater, St. Paul, and 
Rochester, MN.  Mary is a retired Luther College nursing professor.  Steve and Mary have 4 
children and 5 grandchildren.  They divide their time between Rochester and a lake home near 
Spicer, MN.  Steve wrote: “I enjoy spending time with family and friends.  I also enjoy learning 
new things like new dance steps and even pickle ball.” 
…..Robert Ross lives in Ortonville, MN, with his wife, Mary.  He is still practicing medicine in 
Ortonville which is his home town.  Although he has done much less obstetrics in the past 5 
years, he just delivered his 1,418th baby in early May.  He is the only partner who works 5 days a 
week.  His “snowflake” younger partners need to take the day off after call…..  On June 18th, it 
was announced at the MN Rural Health Conference that Robert was being awarded the 2019 
Lifetime Achievement Award for 42 years of practice and counting.  The award will be 
presented to him in Duluth, MN.  Robert and Mary have 8 grandchildren with 2 more coming 
soon.  He commented: “The grandchildren have been the love of our life!” 
…..Sandy (Lang) Spiedel lives in St. Louis, MO.  Before moving to MO, she lived in Boise, ID 
for 20 years.  
…..Norm Strehlow lives with his wife, Betty, in Willmar, MN.  Norm sold his Independent 
Insurance Agency on January 1, 2017, but continues to work as an employee three quarters time.  
Betty is Vice President of Ridgewater College, Willmar.  She will be retiring on June 30, 2019,  
and is currently working to become a certified “Personal/Business Coach.  Norm and Betty also 
have a home in Sun City West, AZ, and spend time there in January, February, and March. 
.....Mark Stromberg lives with his wife, Gale, in northern Idaho.  (According to Mark, northern 
Idaho is a place where it is difficult to be liberal….) Mark and Gale recently celebrated their 42nd 



wedding anniversary.  They have been retired for 5 years and really enjoy not wading through 
the daily grind with all of its stresses.  Amateur photography (ie: making street portraits and 
photographing birds and other wildlife) is Mark’s main hobby.  Mark and Gale also recently 
returned from a trip to Japan where they had the joy of meeting their first grandchild.  They have 
been to Japan two other times, like the culture and people there, and plan to return next year.  
Mark commented: “My long term goals are to enjoy family and friends and to survive my 
frailties until our 70th reunion…..”  
…..John Syverson lives in Hayward, WI, with his wife, Lynn (Gillis) (’72). John retired 10 
years ago after practicing dentistry for 33 years in Hayward.  John and Lynn have 4 children and 
9 grandchildren and feel very blessed.  John commented: “50 year reunion? Uffda!.....” 
…..Karen Thielman died in October, 2008.  (Mark Stromberg recently told me about Karen’s 
death.  I am not sure if the information was included in an earlier class letter so I decided to 
include it here.)  Karen was living in Iowa City, IA, at the time of her death. She was a Licensed 
Independent Social Worker and specialized in work with women and men who had been abused. 
…..Roger Toffle lives in Morgantown, West Virginia, with his wife, Connie Curtis (‘69).  He 
has retired as a Professor Emeritus from the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at West 
Virginia University (WVU).  He still gives lectures on Reproductive Physiology, however, to 
undergraduates at the University and at the Medical School.  Since his retirement, Roger has 
indulged himself in a myriad of other interests.  His greatest interest has been making Scroll Saw 
bowls and wooden toys for his grandchildren and the neighborhood.  The most popular requests, 
recently, have been for dragons, dinosaurs, and unicorns, but the requests change with the season 
of the year…..  Connie continues to teach in the Department of Psychology at WVU and is also 
the Department’s Director of Undergraduate Education.     
…..Pat Torness-Smith lives in Centennial, Colorado with her husband Clay.  She is retired from 
a career as a clinical psychologist.  She and Clay recently returned from a trip to the Galapagos 
Islands.  They also enjoy their adult children and time at their lake cabin in SD.  Pat commented: 
“Retirement is wonderful!” 
…..Jim Van Bergen lives in Ames, IA, with his wife, Alicia.  Jim is not retired, but is doing 
much better at “letting go,” taking more trips, and being involved in more fun activities.  Family 
keeps Jim and Alicia busy.  They have 9 very active grandchildren who love to spend time at the 
lake, at the farm, or at home where they play a lot of different sports (id: hockey, basketball, 
soccer, track, etc.).  In November, Jim and Alicia spent 2 weeks in Argentina and Uruguay; in 
February, they spent 2 weeks in Mexico; in March, they spent time skiing with their entire family 
(17 members) at Copper Mountain, CO, with; and in May, they spent some time in Washington, 
D.C.  Jim and Alicia commented: “No health issues to report and we are hoping to keep it that 
way!!” 
…..Wally Wenn lives in Clarkesville, GA, with his wife Dellie.  They lived in California for 
several years before moving to GA.  Wally and Dellie own an antique store in which they also 
sell their custom made pieces.  Wally also enjoys volunteering for some events and both Wally 
and Dellie enjoy traveling.  Wally had a knee replacement a few months ago.  The surgery went 



well, but he ended up with a staph infection that resulted in his losing 24 pounds in 2 weeks…..  
He is now healthy again, but is anticipating the need for his other knee to be replaced.  Wally 
commented: “Friends close to our ages keep hurting themselves and suffering from the failures 
of various body parts, and we know only too well what it feels like to have a Medicare card 
become the most important element of each day’s dressing ritual…..” 
…..Eloise (Austinson) Wheeler lives in Akron, OH.  Eloise attended Concordia in 1966 to1968. 
She graduated from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, in 1970, with a degree in English 
Education.  She taught high school English in Ann Arbor before attending the University of 
Indiana, Indianapolis, graduate school.  After receiving her Master’s Degree, she taught at the 
University of Akron, OH, retired in 2015, and lives happily there with her significant other .   
Eloise has 2 daughters and 2 grandchildren.  She commented:  “Although I didn’t graduate, I  
have fond memories of my time at Concordia---especially being in the band. Those tours in the  
dead of winter!!  Uff dah!” 
…..Larry Wickstrom lives in Apple Valley, MN, with his wife, Theresa.  He said: “My big 
news is that I made it to 70 years old, last fall,…. a big achievement given my family history!” 
Larry and Theresa sold their home in Prescott, AZ, purchased a detached town home in Apple 
Valley, and spent the whole winter (except for a couple one week trips south for the sake of 
sanity…..) in Minnesota.  Larry now knows, for sure, why he is no longer fond of winter.   He 
said that he got so bored with winter, this past year, that he took up bowling as a substitute for 
golf, but it turned out that he was just as mediocre at it as he was years ago…..  Otherwise, 
grandkids, home projects, and dogs keep Larry and Theresa busy.  They still have the lake 
property they purchased 32 years ago and this summer, they will also be traveling to 
the Black Hills and Colorado. Larry said: “I am hoping that my wife’s sanity returns by fall so 
we can book a couple of months in the South this coming winter!.....” 
…..Norma (Thompson) Wilson lives in Stillwater, MN, with her husband, Dan.  She said that 
the words “Soli Deo Gloria” are very familiar to her family as her husband, 3 children, 2 of their 
spouses, her sister, and several in-laws are grateful for the impact of Concordia on their personal 
and professional lives. Even Norma’s pastor and some church staff are Concordia grads. Norma 
and Dan feel blessed to have their children (all educators) living nearby in Stillwater. Their 8 
grandchildren come to their house for breakfast 2 days a week and then Norma and Dan make 
sure they get to school. Beyond family, church and community life Norma and Dan enjoy a lake 
cabin, riding coast to coast with their ‘Lutheran in Leather’ motorcycle friends, book clubs, 
winter escapes to Padre Island, and traveling.  They are looking forward to a trip, with friends, to 
Israel in November.  The trip will be organized through “Biblical Journeys Tours.”  Dan and 
Norma are grateful for their careers in education, and now, several years of retirement.   Norma 
said, “It will be wonderful to connect with you at our 50th Class Reunion in 2020.  Concordia is 
significant to all of us in our past and present lives. Memories of beanies, classroom and dorm 
life, clubs, sports, the Normandy and cafeteria, amazing concerts, professors and campus pastors, 
and world events in the late 60’s will abound when we gather.  I hope you plan to attend; I look 
forward to seeing you!  Soli Deo Gloria!” 



Because of the length of this letter, I am not including an “update” on Concordia activities.  You 
may, however, find a great summary of many activities at concordiacollege.edu/classletter and 
click on Class of 1970 to read the electronic letter with the update.  As the College continues to 
grow it needs the support of Alumni.  Please keep Concordia in your thoughts and prayers and 
consider sending a gift, as well.   
 
A 50th Reunion Committee has been established.  Members at this time are: Roger Bonderud, 
Berta (Anderson) Dale, Denny Fuhrman, Everett Hall, Sandra (Nute) Nelson, Gary Noren, 
Bonnie (Besse) Rietz, Cindy Sillers, Erik Svenkerud, Gary Uecker, Chris Ward, and Norma 
(Thompson) Wilson.  The Committee will be working with the Alumni Office to make the 50th 
Reunion a memorable one.  Hopefully, many of you will be able to attend.  If you would also 
like to be on the Committee, or if you have ideas for us, please let me know as soon as possible 
at cynthia.sillers@gmail.com    
 
Enclosed, is a form to complete and submit for a the Memory Book that will be compiled, 
by the Alumni Office.  The book will be ready for distribution prior to our 50th Reunion, 
October 2-4, 2020.  We have a target mail date of the Memory Book on or around June 22, 
2020.  
 
Please complete the form and e-mail it (if possible), with a photo, to Monica Stensland, 
Concordia Alumni Office, mstensla@cord.edu or you may fill the form out online by going 
to concordiacollege.edu/memorybookform.   
 
Sometime in the next few months, Committee members will also be trying to call, or e-mail, you 
to make sure that the Alumni Office has your correct contact information, to tell you more about 
the planned 50th Reunion activities, and to encourage you to attend.  Perhaps the following quote, 
by Bob Hope, will inspire you to come:  “When we recall the past, we usually find that it is the 
simplest things, not the great occasions, that, in retrospect, give off the greatest glow of 
happiness.”   
 
In friendship and peace, 
 
Cynthia Sillers  

 

 

 

 

http://www.concordiacollege.edu/classletter
mailto:mstensla@cord.edu
http://www.concordiacollege.edu/memorybookform


2019 Class Letter Campus Update 

Concordia Language Villages 

-Summer 2018 was a busy one for Concordia Language Villages.  We had over 4700 villagers and families 
from all over the world attend immersion programs at our Turtle River Lake sites just north of Bemidji 
and at other leased camps in northern Minnesota.  This strong enrollment demonstrates the value 
families are placing on world language and culture education. 
 
-Thanks to a generous gift of $5 million from the Simone Corporation and its CEO Kenny Park, we will 
soon begin the first phase of construction of Sup sogŭi Hosu, the Korean Language Village, on Turtle 
River Lake.  The first Village to be built was Skogfjorden, the Norwegian Language Village, and that 
happened 50 years ago this summer. A special event to commemorate this milestone will be held on 
July 13. Sjölunden the Swedish Language Village, celebrates its 45th summer with a midsommar event on 
August 3.  International Days are July 5 and August 9 where we will also celebrate 50 years of offering 
four-week high school credit sessions. 
 
Music 

-Dr. René Clausen announced that he will retire following the 2019-20 academic year, concluding his 
service as professor of music and conductor of The Concordia Choir.  Clausen is a leader in choral music 
as both a conductor and a composer. He is the artistic director of the Concordia Christmas Concerts. In 
addition to composing arrangements and original pieces for Concordia ensembles, he has written 
dozens of commissioned compositions including “MEMORIAL” and “Crying for a Dream” for the 
American Choral Directors Association. Clausen was also commissioned by Concordia to create a major 
work in observance of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. The work is titled “The Passion of Jesus 
Christ” and premiered at Orchestra Hall in 2017.  President William Craft noted in an announcement to 
the Concordia community that throughout his work at the college Clausen has lived the mission of The 
Concordia Choir “to uphold a sacred choral tradition through the uncompromising and unrelenting 
collaborative pursuit of musical integrity and spiritual expression.”  

-The Concordia Choir completed a highly successful tour through the Pacific Northwest in March. The 
tour featured concerts in Washington, Oregon, Montana, North Dakota, and Minnesota. The Choir also 
had engagements with ten high school choirs, as well as The Choir of the West at Pacific Lutheran 
University and a collaboration concert with The Singers – Minnesota Choral Artists at the Ordway in St. 
Paul. Work is now being done to plan the Choir’s 2020 tour to the Southeast United States. Updates and 
more information can be found at www.TheConcordiaChoir.org. 

-The Concordia Orchestra completed a very successful fall domestic tour with performances in Appleton, 
Wausau and Chippewa Falls in Wisconsin and Roseville, Sartell and Brainerd in Minnesota.  Repertoire 
included Symphony No. 3 by Florence Price, Scheherazade by Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov and Concerto for 
Trombone by Jim Pugh, which featured Concordia Professor of Low Brass Dr. Nathaniel Dickey on 
trombone.  Also joining the tour was guest conductor Christoph Rehli-Fankhauser, professor of 
conducting at the Lucerne University of Music in Switzerland. 

http://www.theconcordiachoir.org/


-The Concordia Band was invited to perform at both the Minnesota Music Educators Association Mid-
Winter Clinic in Minneapolis and the North Dakota Music Educators Association Conference in 
Bismarck.  In addition, the band was also invited to be the featured collegiate band at the Westman 
Honour Band concert at Brandon University in Brandon, Manitoba.  As part of their annual domestic 
tour, the band performed a joint concert with the Encore Wind Ensemble in St. Paul, MN as well as 
concerts in St. Anthony Village, Albany and Staples-Motley, all in Minnesota.  The band is in the 
beginning stages of planning their international tour to Spain in May of 2020. 

Cobber Athletics 

- In the spring of 2018, Concordia had only one team – women’s basketball – with a female head coach.  
Fast forward one year, and with the hiring of new volleyball head coach Faith Dooley, the Cobbers now 
have 5 additional female head coaches mentoring student/athletes. Dooley, who was an All-American at 
the University of North Dakota, joins women’s golf head coach Kari Weidner-Ceniceros, Maureen 
Greiner of women’s hockey, Rebecca O’Shurak from women’s soccer and NDSU All-American Laura 
Januszewski who coaches both the men’s and women’s cross country teams. The rise of female head 
coaches was recognized by University of Minnesota’s Tucker Center for Research on Girls and Women in 
Sport in their 2018-19 coaching report card that cited Concordia as the top college in the MIAC for the 
increase in female head coaches over the past year.  
 
- Concordia men’s track and field junior Matt Bye, Moorhead, won the heptathlon at this winter’s MIAC 
Indoor Championship Meet and went on to finish 11th in the event at the NCAA National Indoor Meet 
held in Boston, Mass. Bye won the MIAC title with the second highest point total in school history. 
 
- The Cobber men’s hockey team earned its seventh consecutive berth in the MIAC playoffs this season. 
Concordia finished conference play with nine league wins which was the most since the 2013 season. 
Sophomore forward Tyler Bossert, Fargo, led the MIAC in scoring and went on to earn All-American 
Second Team honors to become the ninth All-American in program history.        

 New Hires 

-Concordia added two critical new leaders in the Career Center this year.  Kris Olson joined the College 
as the new Director of the Career Center in October 2018.  Jill Wenger, a Barnesville native, was hired in 
the role of Assistant Director of the Career Center in March 2019.   

Kris began her career in Higher Education spent several years in Higher Education at NDSU and 
Concordia before making a career switch.  She began working for Cargill, Inc as a Corporate Training 
Consultant, Training Curriculum Specialist, a Member of a Global Realignment Team, and a Recruiting 
Manager.  Following her time at Cargill, Kris founded her own consulting business.  Kris is an 
experienced professional with over 30 years of progressive experience in Higher Education, Corporate 
Business and Consulting. 

Jill is an experienced professional with progressive experience within the City of Moorhead ranging from 
City Clerk, Assistant City Manager, and most recently, Human Resource Director. Jill brings great insight 



into public service, the local Fargo-Moorhead area, the Restorative Justice process, and recruitment best 
practices.   
  
-Katie Nystuen was hired as our Health Services Coordinator this year.  Part of her role is to guide 
students in making choices regarding their healthcare needs, and connecting them to the many quality 
providers in our community. Though direct care is not the focus of the Health Services Office, she is First 
Aid, CPR and AED certified, and can assist with triage and referral to an appropriate medical facility 
should an urgent situation arise, as can our Public Safety Office.  One of her goals is to be more 
proactive and holistic regarding health and wellness programming on campus.   
 
-Dallas Fossum joined Concordia as the new Director for Facilities Management in March. Dallas is an 
experienced director of facilities management and has, with his teams, completed more than $50 
million in renovations, new constructions, infrastructure, and deferred maintenance. 
 
-Dr. Jill Abbott has been appointed Deputy to the President at Concordia College, effective June 3, 2019.  
Dr. Abbott holds a bachelor’s degree in literature/language arts education, a master’s in counseling and 
human resource development, and a doctorate in educational administration.  She currently serves as 
the associate vice president of academics at Minnesota State Community and Technical College.   Dr. 
Abbott will serve as a member of the college cabinet and will continue the good work of her predecessor 
Tracey Moorhead as liaison to our Board of Regents.  As Deputy to the President, she will work with me 
to ensure the fulfillment of the new college plan following its affirmation by the Board of Regents, to 
represent the college in building strong local and regional partnerships for mutual success, and to 
position Concordia as mission driven institution of national significance.  

Other News 

-Concordia’s outstanding tradition of preparing students for medical school is now available to those 
who have completed an undergraduate degree.  This intensive, 1 year program is designed for highly 
motivated individuals with excellent academic records, who have earned a bachelor’s degree from an 
accredited four-year institution, but lack most or all of the prerequisite science courses needed for 
admission to medical school.  Our program is ideal for career changers, and individuals deciding later in 
their academic journey, to pursue a career in medicine.  

-Concordia sent 12 members to the American Forensic Association National Individual Events 
Tournament (AFA-NIET) at the University of Alabama, where 60 colleges and universities from across the 
United States competed for top honors. Concordia was one of only a few smaller colleges that placed in 
the top 15, which is dominated by larger research institutions. 

-The Center for Student Success has a new home in the Normandy.  The beautifully renovated space is 
open and light making for an inviting space for students.  The center includes academic support, 
Orientation and First-Year Transition Programming, the Peer Mentor program, and the Diversity 
Coordinator for Student Support Services. 

- More than 300 students presented their posters or spoke at concurrent sessions during Concordia’s 
2019 Celebration of Student Scholarship (COSS) on April 10.  Some students participated in multiple 
presentations. New at this year’s COSS was an art display with printmaking pieces and two sessions 



presented in Spanish.   “Our goal is to keep building on the diversity of research,” says Krys Strand, 
director of Undergraduate Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activity and coordinator of the 
Celebration of Student Scholarship. 

A dinner was held April 4 to celebrate the naming of Dr. Dan Biebighauser as holder of The Sigurd and 
Pauline Prestegaard Mundhjeld Endowed Chair of Mathematics. Biebighauser is a 2002 graduate of 
Concordia and joined the faculty in 2006.  The holder of the Mundhjeld chair is to be a person who has 
provided exemplary service in teaching and scholarship in the field of mathematics and who is known 
and respected in the field. All of the past holders of the Mundhjeld Endowed Chair were present. Past 
holders include Dr. Bill Tomhave, Dr. James L. Forde, Dr. Alexander Sze and Dr. Gerald A. Heuer ’51.   

 

Alumni Awards: 

The National Alumni Board voted on the 2019 Alumni Achievement, Sent Forth and Called to Serve 
Awards. To learn more about each award, visit www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-
recognition/. 

2019 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients  
 

• Dr. Paul Brandvik ’59, professor emeritus of music at Bemidji State University, served as director 
of choral activities for 31 years.  Brandvik received several awards, guest conducted more than 
100 festivals and workshops in 16 states and abroad, and composed, edited or arranged more 
than 50 works.  

• Dr. Kristi Ferguson ’71, is professor emeritus of General Internal Medicine and served as 
director, Office of Consultation and Research in Medical Education at the University of Iowa 
Carver College of Medicine. She spent her entire career at the University of Iowa Carver College 
of Medicine where she has greatly influenced the development, implementation, and evaluation 
of the curriculum.  

• Dr. Thomas Samuelson ’81, a board-certified ophthalmologist, is a founding partner and 
attending surgeon at Minnesota Eye Consultants, P.A., Minneapolis. He’s also an adjunct 
professor at the University of Minnesota and on the faculty of Hennepin County Medical Center.  
He has received several awards and has been named to America’s Top Doctors each year since 
2002. He has written numerous articles and given more than 600 presentations around the 
world. 

• A 1977 Concordia graduate, the Rev. Ann Svennungsen is the bishop of the ELCA Minneapolis 
Area Synod, the first female bishop to serve in any of the ELCA’s six Minnesota synods.  She 
served as a parish pastor prior to serving as president and CEO of The Fund for Theological 
Education and then as president of Texas Lutheran University. Svennungsen, a well-respected 
theologian and speaker, is published in numerous journals, and is invited to lecture, preach, and 
provide keynote and commencement addresses.  
 

 
 

http://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition/
http://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition/


2019 Sent Forth Recipients 
 

• Betsy Grams ’98, co-founder and executive director of Cycle Health, is a 1998 Concordia 
graduate. CycleHealth was founded in 2014 to equip kids to power their own wellness. 
CycleHealth’s programs are based on adventure and self-directed goal attainment, and are 
prescribed by pediatricians in more than 50 Twin Cities clinics through an innovative platform 
called Sweat Rx.  

• Matthew Culloton ’98, Matthew Culloton, founding Artistic Director of The Singers – Minnesota 
Choral Artists, is a 1998 Concordia graduate and earned a master’s and a doctorate from the 
University of Minnesota. He is Choirmaster at The House of Hope Presbyterian Church in St. 
Paul, Minn., an adjunct faculty member at the University of Saint Thomas and composer. 
Culloton received the VocalEssence/ACDA of Minnesota Creative Programming Award (2003) 
and MN ACDA Outstanding Young Choral Conductor of the Year Award (2004).  

2019 Called to Serve Recipients 

• LaVern ’54 and Lois (Austin) ’56 Nornes have spent their lives dedicated to the Lutheran faith. 
LaVern was a high school biology teacher, a driver’s education instructor and a high school 
hockey coach. Lois, a retired public school music teacher, was also director of music and senior 
choir director at their church, Transfiguration Lutheran. In addition to their involvement with 
the church, LaVern and Lois have been active in Meals on Wheels and Feed My Starving 
Children, among others. At Concordia they’ve been members of C400, the National Alumni 
Board and various committees and volunteer activities. They’ve received several awards from 
the college for their generous gifts and sponsor, in part, the Nornes Lectureship. 

• Gayle (Carpenter) Denny ’76 has served as the executive director of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Education Association since 1999. She previously worked in congregationally based early 
childhood center management and taught pre-K through college in a variety of public and 
private schools. She is a current board member of the Council for American Private Education 
(CAPE). She has devoted her life to being a member of the ELCA, and has served as a musician 
and choir member for various churches. Throughout her life, she has maintained her 
commitment to educating others, and serving both the church and her community.  
 
 

 

 
       
 
 
               
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    


	…..John Syverson lives in Hayward, WI, with his wife, Lynn (Gillis) (’72). John retired 10 years ago after practicing dentistry for 33 years in Hayward.  John and Lynn have 4 children and 9 grandchildren and feel very blessed.  John commented: “50 yea...

