
 
 
Greetings to All Members of the Class of 1970:                                                                    Summer, 2018 
 
As I write this letter, I am thinking about the irony of members of the Class of ‘70 turning the age of 70, 
or more….. What a great number!! 
 
I am doing fine and hope that all of you are doing so, as well! Pat (’71) Torgeson and I continue to live 
in Fargo, ND.  We spend time walking for exercise, checking on Pat’s 91 year old mother, getting 
together over coffee/dinner with family and friends, seeing a few movies, serving on some 
committees/boards, making attempts to “down-size, and trying to “stay on top” of the good news, as well 
as of the perplexing and chaotic news…..  A few weeks ago, we toured the “1968” exhibit at the MN 
Historical Society in St. Paul.  It was so interesting and reminiscent of the many extraordinary events 
(Vietnam War, assassinations, protests, elections, moon orbits, continued popularity of the Beatles, etc.) 
that occurred that year.  It all provided some perspective on how fast the world changes around us!  I 
encourage each of you to go to the exhibit if you have an opportunity to do so.   

I want to thank everyone who sent me an “update” recently.  Information about the lives of classmates 
adds so much to this annual letter!  Thank you again!!  The “updates” that I received are as follows: 
…..Avis Anderson lives in Glendive, MT.  She has retired from being an ELCA Pastor, but continues to 
serve parishes in eastern MT.  She also serves on the Glendive City Council. 
…..Wayne Cole lives in Wilbraham, MA.  After teaching high school students for 36 years, he retired in 
2006.  He still substitute teaches at the high school and coaches the softball team.  Each year, he spends 
the month of October in Myrtle Beach, SC, where he enjoys spending time on the golf courses and 
beautiful beaches.   
…..Steve Engelstad and his wife, Gayle, moved from Kenosha, WI, to Gilbert, AZ, in April, 2018.  Two 
of their three children live in Gilbert, as well as their six grandchildren.   
…..Jim Eraker lives with his wife, Marci Usrey, in Boulder, CO.  In 2013, he retired from Ball 
Aerospace in Boulder.  He now stays busy with activities around Boulder and consulting part-time for 
NASA.  Jim sent the following remarkable story: When I was a graduate student at the University of 
Chicago, in the early 1980’s, I was fortunate to have the opportunity to analyze radiation produced in 
Saturn’s ABC rings which was measured by a spacecraft travelling under the rings.  The rings are largely 
water ice and my co-author and I determined that the average thickness of the rings was equivalent to a 
skating rink only 30 inches thick.  Measurement by others, in the following years, however, suggested a 
ring five times thicker.  After thirty-five years, the Cassini spacecraft verified the low thickness 
measurement of my co-author and me. This measurement implied that the rings could have been 
produced by the breakup of a 60 mile diameter moon. 
…..John and Mary (Seter) Erickson live near Detroit Lakes, MN.  On January 1, of this year, after 18 
years of John being the Director, and Mary the Assistant, they retired from the MN High School Coaches 
Association.  In February, they celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary, in Puerta Vallarta, with their 
daughters and their daughters’ spouses.  John and Mary have nine grandchildren and one great 
grandchild. 
…..Dennis Fuhrman lives in Sarasota, FL for nine months out of the year and in Detroit Lakes for three 
months.  In late February, his brother-in-law, Jim Parke (’68) (Ardis’ brother) died from lung cancer.  



His children are all doing great and they live in Houston; Asheville, NC; and Denver. Dennis has five 
grandchildren. 
 …..George Halvorson and his wife, Lorie, live in Sausalito, CA.  He was recently re-appointed, by 
Governor Brown, to serve four more years as Chair of the First Five Commission for Children and 
Families for the State of California.  He also helped launch a website, for Children and Families at    
threekeyyears.org    The website is based on a book that George authored entitled “Three Key Years.” 
…..Rachel (Nelson) Holstadt lives in Edina, MN.  She recently purchased a townhouse and loves being 
able to walk to all of the neighborhood shops and restaurants.  During the winter months, she lives in 
Siesta Key, FL.  Concordia keeps her busy as a member of the Board of Regents and the Offutt Global 
Leadership Council, as well as Co-Chair of the $150 million RISE Campaign.     
…..Bill and Sheryl (Thostenson) Jahraus live in Grafton, ND.  Sheryl taught English, in Grafton public 
schools, and retired in 2003.  Bill taught Social Studies, in Grafton, for 47 years and retired in 2017.  
They have three children (Max, Kjersten, and Katelyn) who all graduated from Concordia.  Bill and 
Sheryl enjoy traveling and visiting their grandchildren.  They also look forward to attending the 
Concordia Christmas Concert each year.  “Soli Deo Gloria!” 
…..John Lee and his wife, Mary, live in Saint Croix Falls, WI, along the Saint Croix River.  John retired 
from the ministry in 2015.  John and Mary celebrated their 43rd wedding anniversary on May 31st.  They 
spend the five months of winter in Port Isabel, TX. 
…..Mary (Isaackson) Mulry and her husband, Brian, live in Sleepy Eye, MN.  Mary is semi-retired 
from teaching in Sleepy Eye Public Schools.  She also directs worship and music ministries at Trinity 
Lutheran Church.  She enjoys being the accompanist for community and school music events, traveling to 
visit grandchildren, coffee time with friends, reading, and caring for two cats and two dogs.  Brian is 
retired from Del Monte Foods. 
…..Bob Nockleby and his wife, Kathy, live in Lakeside, MT. Bob retired from Thrivent Financial five 
years ago. He and Kathy split time between their homes in Lakeside and Maricopa, AZ.  They will 
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary this summer and will spend a week with their children and 
grandchild in Hawaii.  They volunteer at a Lutheran thrift store in Phoenix and also enjoy fishing, golfing, 
and gardening.   
…..Robert Ross and his wife, Mary, live in Ortonville, MN.  In July, he will celebrate forty-one years as 
a Family Medicine Physician at Northside Medical Center in Ortonville.  He still works full-time and 
plans on continuing to do so.   He enjoys going to work every day, still takes calls and, occasionally, 
delivers babies.  He and Mary have three sons.  None of their sons attended Concordia, but Robert is 
going to work on getting at least one of their eight grandchildren to go to his “beloved alma mater.”  
…..Loren Synstelien died in Cape Coral, FL, on April 25, 2018.  Before his death, Loren had been living 
with his wife, Darlene, in Fergus Falls, MN, and had his own marriage and family counseling practice.  
He and Darlene had two children, and also raised their niece and nephew following the death of the 
children’s parents.  Loren enjoyed playing tennis, cards and trivia, woodworking and traveling. 
…..Chris Ward and his wife, Peggy Anderson, live in Denver, CO.  Chris is Vice President for 
Institutional Effectiveness at the Community College of Aurora in CO.   He is also Chair of the Board of 
Directors for Aurora Sister Cities. 
 
Campus Updates include the following: 
●Concordia Language Villages received the largest gift in its history from Simone Corporation and its 
CEO Kenny Park.  The gift was $5 million to support the first phase of construction of the Korean 
Language Village on Turtle River Lake.  
●This May, the Concordia Orchestra spent two weeks on a cultural immersion trip in Greece, visiting 
eight cities and performing several concerts.  
●The 2016 Concordia Christmas Concert, “Gather Us In, O Child of Peace,” earned a regional Emmy 
award for special event coverage.  



●Dr. Rene Clausen was honored with the Weston H. Noble award for Lifetime Achievement at the 2018 
ACDA Central and North Central Conference this year. Clausen is in his 32nd year at Concordia College 
as the conductor of The Concordia Choir.  
●Rachel Bergeson has accepted the offer to serve as Concordia’s athletic director.  Rachel has served as 
the interim athletic director since April. Prior to that role she was deputy athletics director, the senior 
woman administrator, and compliance officer for Concordia and also served as interim athletic director 
during the 2016-17 athletic season. Before taking on her role as the top women’s administrator in the 
athletic department, Bergeson was the assistant coach for the Cobber women’s basketball team from 
2007-11.  
●Senior, Bailey Hovland, broke several throwing records this year, winning the MIAC Championship and 
breaking the conference meet record in the hammer throw.  
●Brandon Zylstra ‘15 signed a reserve/futures deal with the Minnesota Vikings for the upcoming season, 
after two successful seasons with the Edmonton Eskimos.  
●Chad Johnson was named the Bobby Bell College Impact Player of the Year by the Minnesota Chapter 
of the National Football Foundation.  
●Concordia has been awarded a $1,000,000 grant from the Andrew Mellon Foundation in honor of 
former Mellon Foundation president Earl Lewis ’78. This grant will be used for faculty development, 
scholarships for diverse students, program support for the Office of Diversity and support for the National 
Book Awards.  
●Rachel Schaefer ‘18 was named a Fulbright Scholar and will be working at the Universidad Nacional de 
Colombia next year.  
●This past fall, Concordia College launched the RISE Campaign, a comprehensive fundraising campaign 
with a goal of raising $150,000,000 by December, 2019.  
●The Department of Chemistry celebrated 100 years in early March (Chemistry has been at Concordia 
102 years, but the event was postponed until the completion of the new Integrated Science Center).   
●Over spring break, 130 students served out the mission of the College all over the country, participating 
in 8 volunteer opportunities.  
●Concordia continues to have fundraising success due to generous supporters in each class. Because of 
these funds, the College has been able to continue to create new opportunities for students, including the 
completion of the Integrated Science Center and student scholarships.  
 
Thank you to those of you who have sent gifts to the College in the past.  Please remember Concordia in 
your future gift giving!  Your gifts are critical for continued growth and development.  
 
I also want to remind all of you of the 50th anniversary of our class at Homecoming, 2020!  Watch for 
details that will come from Concordia once the dates have been set.  I have heard from a few class 
members (Gary Uecker, Everett Hall, and Craig Amundson) who have been contacting, and encouraging, 
others to do so.  A Big Thank you to them!  Hopefully, all of you will give some thought to being there.  
It will be a great, and memorable, event!! 
 
Since it has been 50 years since the death of Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther King, and in a world of 
so much uncertainty, I thought it appropriate to leave you with the following two quotes:  “Someone once 
said that World War Three would be fought with atomic weapons and the next war with sticks and 



stones.”…Robert Kennedy and “Peace cannot be kept by force, it can only be achieved by 
understanding.”...Martin Luther King. 
 
In Peace, 
 
Cindy Sillers 


