
Hello Classmates,

Thanks to all who sent news for our class newsletter! Emails, encouraging classmates
to send news, were sent to classmates who attended our Homecoming 80th Birthday
Celebration at the Fargo Country Club! The good news is many of our classmates are
active and on the go traveling once again. One brave soul is still teaching high school
math and loving it!

The idea of getting together for our 80th year was initiated at our 55th, when several
classmates thought we shouldn’t wait until our 60th Reunion to get together and
wouldn’t it be fun to celebrate our 80th year together! As it turned out we also were
able to celebrate classmates who were special award recipients at the Friday night
Homecoming Banquets. Ben Larson (AAA Award 2020) and Gary Zinter (Called to
Serve Award 2021) We had much to celebrate!

In this newsletter, Don Opgrande shared memories of the 80th Celebration, and also
included is John Brenden’s ‘Ode to Gary Zinter’ which follows Don’s Reflections.
We regret to share, as far as we know, that five of our classmates have passed since
the gathering at Homecoming 2021.
                                    •Ron Struxness                          December 24, 2021
                                    •Ron Hendrickson
                                    •George Berglund                     January 12, 2022
                                    •Doug Kelley                               January 25, 2022
                                    •Peter (Arden) Stenehjem      February, 27, 2022

Gary arranged to have the Breakfast Celebration video taped. To view, go to the following
website links: https://youtube.com/watch?v=c5grGu8HZho (Zinter)  
                          https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3l6rI2s-9Y (Opgrande/Struxness/Larson) 
*to type in the URL use a lower case l (ell) before the 6 and an upper case I (eye) before the 2 
You may also see Ben Larson's AAA Award citation video from the homecoming banquet at
                          https://youtu.be/nYSvtAv4fws                                             

Hope to see you at our 60th Reunion coming up in October 2023! The planning has
begun and we welcome your ideas! If you are interested in being a part of the planning
for our 60th Reunion, please contact Gary or Elaine.

Reminder!! Please send updated contact information by phone, email or online to the 
Alumni Office (218) 299-3734, alumni@cord.edu, 
concordiacollege.edu\alumni\class-notes\  OR Gary at (218) 226.3442, g.zinter@mchsi.com 

The Newsletter Team
Gary Zinter, Don and Carolyn Opgrande, John Ahlquist, and Elaine (Bader) Hanson
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CONCORDIA COLLEGE CLASS OF 1963 REUNION
-Don Opgrande

 
 

The class of 1963 had an in-between reunion last October on Homecoming Saturday
morning. This was a closet 80th Birthday Celebration/58th Class reunion (if my math is
correct). Thirty-five people attended which included graduates, spouses, family friends,
and significant others. Some of the graduate attendees were happily celebrating a
milestone birthday, while others were in denial of the big 80, including those of us that
stopped counting birthdays a number of years ago.

Elaine (Bader )Hanson was the brains behind this get together coercing me to be both
the MC and later to write up the event for those of you unable to attend. I never could say
no to a girl from New Leipzig, ND. It should be noted, however, that I was her second
choice. (Thanks, John Brenden!)

Mary (Savereide) Lunstad relied on her background as a LPK (Lutheran Preacher's Kid)
and gave the Invocation and Remembrance of the graduates no longer with us. Sadly the
list seems to be getting inexorably longer.

Jeff Cadwell, Vice President of the National Alumni Board presented two Alumni awards.

The Alumni Achievement Award 2020 was presented to Bennett Larson PhD (better
known as Cousin Bennie by his local family). Ben is Corporate Fellow Emeritus in the
Materials Science and Technology Division of Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL), Oak
Ridge, Tenn., where he began his 45-year career as a research physicist in 1969, His work
included development and application of new and innovative X-ray diffraction
techniques. Although formally retired, he remains actively involved in scientific research
at ORNL. 
Ben gave an impressive talk about his X-ray diffraction work. As part of his new duties as
the recipient of this prestigious award, he was expected to ride in the Homecoming
Parade and hand out candy. He declined and elected to spend the rest of the morning,
with our group, many of whom stayed around for several hours after the breakfast to chat
and catch up.

The Call to Serve Award 2021 was presented to Gary Zinter. This award is conferred upon
“Alumni who have demonstrated notable commitment to the mission of the college
through lifelong service to their faith communities, education, arts or other not-for-profit
activities.” Gary from Silver Bay, MN has been our Class Agent since 2001 (must be some
sort of record) and likely will continue until his secretary decides to move to a warmer
climate. His family was well represented. His nephew, director of Oak Grove Choir
brought his chorale to entertain us and led us in singing The Hymn to Concordia. (Some
of us even remembered most of the words.) Gary is still working so it’s not too late to get
some additional life insurance from him.



Opgrande notes on Homecoming 2021 Reunion continued.

In honor of Gary’s award, John Brenden penned an “Ode to Gary” sung to the tune of
Davey Crockett. John and his wife, Carol (Rein), unfortunately, were unable to make it
from Scobey, MT. John called me via cell “can you hear me now call”. His excuse, I think,
had something to do with harvest and 10,000 sections of land or maybe was it 10,000
cattle. Whatever the reason was, they were disappointed, being unable to attend to sing
his ‘Ode to Gary’. Our original plan was to do this via Zoom but that didn’t work so we
switched to face time and tried talking with our i-phones. After multiple technology
failures we decided to go outside anticipating that the combination of the strong wind
from the Northwest and the strong (aka loud) voice of John’s, we would be able to hear
him all the way from Scobey. Fortunately, in the interim, my 12 y/o grandson rescued us
and was able to get us connected with John. The words to “Ode to Gary” are at the end of
this lengthy missive.

CONCORDIA HAPPENINGS 1941
In preparing for our reunion, I thought it would be interesting to look back at Concordia
circa 1941, the year that some admit being born.

•Was the 50th anniversary of Concordia College.
•Jake Christianson was named Head Football Coach/Athletic Director
•College President, John N. Brown served 1925-1951
•Debate Question

“Resolved that the United States should follow the policy of strict isolation towards
countries outside the Western Hemisphere engaged in armed international or civil

conflict.”
The team of Carl Bailey/Vernon Hukee won first place at the University of Montana
Debate Tournament

CONCORDIA FACULTY PRESENT IN BOTH 1941 AND 1963
               A.L. Eliason -Chemistry.                                   R.E. Fuglestad-Biology    
               Sigurd Mundhjeld-Mathematics                  Sigvald Thompson-Music 
               Cyrus Running-Art                                            T.O. Burgess-Psychology
               Paul J. Christiansen-Music                              Frida Nielsen-English 
               Amy Erickson-Dining

Looking forward to Number 60 in ’23. My suggestion is that we should get together as a
class and not as a multi-class reunion that frequently seems to happen at Concordia with
the graying of the alumni. Please let Gary or Elaine know your thoughts.



ODE TO GARY ZINTER*

1. Born in Litchfield 80 years ago
Way up north where the tall Vikings grow
Warmed up his bottle ‘an took him a nip
He didn’t even leave the doctor a tip
Gary, Gary Zinter
The tightwad of old Litchfield.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
When he went to high School he was a real jerk (soda, that is) 
He drove the girls nearly berserk,
He loved them all as well as could be
But it all ended up he was out of his tree.
Gary, Gary Zinter,
Hot lips ever to be.

2. Off to Concordia in ’59
A teacher he thought would be mighty fine.
Chemistry and Math were his specialty,
He took another course and now he had three.
Gary, Gary Zinter
A teacher thought to be.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
After graduation in ‘December 63
A science teacher he would be,
Went to Silver Bay to teach some school,
And the school board found he was no fool.
Gary, Gary Zinter,
The hero of Silver Bay.

3. Selling insurance was Gary’s next gig,
He didn’t know it would be so big
Thrivent Insurance was his next plan
Made so much money he didn’t know what
to do
Gary, Gary Zinter
King of the insurance plan.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
So he thought of giving to CC
Folks thought it crazy but it was to be,
Giving to CC was the thing to do
And now folks I am soon through.
Good wishes to all and welcome you too.
Gary Gary Zinter
Hero of ’63 Cont'd



4. And now Gary is home at last
We have learned about his checkered past.
Quite a life story you will agree
It will go down in Concordia History.
Gary, Gary Zinter
the Hero of ’63!

*Words by John C. Brenden
Tune: Davey Crockett. 10/2/2021

NEWS FROM CLASSMATES
Rod Thorsell 
Hello from Mesa!  
Wintering again here and had a CC luncheon in January.  Charlie and Judy McDonald
were our special guests along with Clarence and Barbara Stennes who are regulars from
the class of ’63 and also Wendy Oletzke Liljekrans and her husband, Alan.

We have enjoyed having a grandson at Concordia this year.  Mitchell loves CC but can’t
believe the winter weather.  He is visiting us in Arizona to warm up!

We are in that 80’s group and are saddened by the loss of Ron Hendrickson and Arden
Stenehjem that we have heard of recently.  RIP dear friends.  Best Regards to all!

John Ahlquist
Friends/Classmates,
The saga that turned out to be 2021 for us began on December 20, 2020.  Barbara was out
for a Sunday afternoon walk and while crossing the street at a crosswalk was stuck by a
vehicle.  We are grateful for all that transpired to get us through the next four months
especially for the prayers and care that we received from you and a plethora of caregivers,
friends, and strangers alike.

Subsequently, we ventured travel for the first time in over a year and celebrated John’s
80th birthday in July with our entire family in Encinitas.  We made it through Barbara’s
breakthrough case of COVID.  (John didn’t get it.)  We decided that a three-story
townhouse was impractical for our future and if we were going to move, and with their
agreement, we’d like to be closer to one of our kids.  We survived yet another major move
and we did it in a three month time span—planning, downsizing, moving and selling. 
 Maren and David provided much support and helped us settle into our new home at:
              7835 Rush Rose Drive, Unit 205
              Carlsbad, CA 92009
Our Kids, their spouses and our grandchildren have brought us much joy.  We left
wonderful friends behind who enriched our lives tremendously and whom we miss.
We are meeting new friends as we move forward. 

Life is treating us well and we hope the same for you. 



Paul Nielsen
Greetings from cold, snowy Upstate NY.

Happy 80th birthday greetings to my ’63 classmates who, like myself celebrated this
milestone during 2021!

Due to COVID restrictions which made travel difficult for just about everyone, I mostly
stayed close to home in 2021. However this had a silver lining for me as it allowed
ample time for playing my favorite sport, table tennis. My local table tennis club stayed
open during most of the pandemic so that worked out well. I typically play in leagues
three nights during the week followed by a full day of practice/training on Saturdays.

In July, I was fortunate to be able to compete in the US National Table Tennis
Tournament held at the Mandalay Bay Convention Center in Las Vegas. I was delighted
and honored to win two silver medals there. I won 2nd place in age categories over 75
years and over 80 years.

I would highly recommend table tennis as a sport for any of my Cobber classmates who
are looking for a new challenge. It is lots of fun, it will help you stay in good physical
shape and as a bonus, playing table tennis has been shown to enhance brain health as
well.

I hope to see you all at the 2023 Concordia Homecoming to celebrate our 60th class
reunion.
Soli Deo Gloria

Mark/Kay Forkner
Here is an update for us. I (Kay) still live in Fargo, ND in the home we moved into in
1968. Mark is no longer in our home but is in a memory care facility, BeeHive, in north
Moorhead. He is getting very good care and I go to visit him every other day, and our
children come from Minneapolis and Boston areas whenever they can. I continue to
play my violin off and on, mostly for church events. I am involved in church events
whenever possible and do attend BSF and am a PEO member. With the Covid
restrictions, my entertainment and relaxation seems to consist in doing puzzles. We
have five grandchildren, two great grandchildren and the oldest who is four loves to
come to Fargo. I do enjoy attending concerts at Concordia and plan to attend the choir
home concert on Sunday, March 13th after their tour.

Carol (Kamrud) Naig
Over the years I taught school in the Kerkhoven and Benson Public Schools and I was
Dietary Service Manager for sixteen years at Meadow Lane Healthcare Center in
Benson. I am now retired and Keith has retired from farming. We lived on the farm
where I grew up north of Benson. In January, 2011 we moved to Benson to the Scofield
section of Scandi Haven Village which is attached to the clinic and the hospital. Our
daughter and family live in Chaska, Minnesota.



Clarence Stennes
We have experienced some changes this past year. For one thing, I no longer refer to
individuals over 80 years-of-age as “old-timers”. Yes my perspective is that regard has
changed. Another change we’ve experienced this past few months is that we’ve traveled
more. Typically we spend winters in Puerto Vallarta—we’ve done that for a dozen years.
But not in 2020. In 2020 we barely got out of the house. Groceries were delivered, as well
as medical supplies. It was indeed, a quiet time for us. Not that I minded, in fact I actually
got some things done around the house and didn’t even have to file for a federal income
tax extension. So, those weeks and months spent at home hiding from COVID 19 weren’t
all bad.

In 2021—after getting vaccinated—we began to venture out. Our first out-of-state
experience was meeting the entire family on May 23rd at a dude ranch in central
Montana where we celebrated my 80th birthday. One of the memories generated on
that trip was seeing a two-inch snowfall on my 80th birthday. I grew up in northern
Minnesota and have lived in the midwest my entire life and that was the first time I
watched it snow on my birthday. A couple months later we journeyed up to Halstad,
Minnesota for their every-five-year All School Reunion. Three months later somebody
in the Class of ’63 got the bright idea that we 80-year olds should have our own reunion
at Concordia Homecoming. Once again Barb and I made the trip up north. No, we
weren’t traveling to exotic places around the globe during this period but at least we
were getting out!

Now we’ve been in Puerto Vallarta since December and life is beginning to feel like we
remembered it. Our children have joined us from time to time in Puerto Vallarta and the
80-degree temperatures help us appreciate Mexico in the winter.

I look forward to telling everyone what we did for my ninetieth birthday.

Dean Knudson
I was able to attend the class of ’63 breakfast last fall and had a good time talking to
former classmates. (Gary Zinter received some well-deserved recognition for his
support to Concordia). I have also been enjoying monthly video calls with a group of
physics/math majors from the 1962-65 classes (including John Ahlquist and Ben Larson).
My biggest news is that in the spring we will be moving to Sycamore, Illinois to be closer
to our daughter and her family as well as my brother, Dale.

John and Carol Brenden
We are doing well, traveling back and forth visiting our 
children and grandchildren. Wishing the best to all and 
we’ll see you all at our 60th reunion in 2023.

Ann (Rasmussen) Parker 
George and I recently celebrated our 60th wedding 
anniversary with family with a Mississippi River cruise. (Pictured)
We thank God for all these years together. 



Dennis Orsen
I’m still volunteering time in my congregation of membership and at an outdoor ministry
camp. I am focused on writing my Memories and Reflections, I encourage you to do
the same. As I type, more memories keep coming.

Linda is still serving a congregation under call and continues to work with immigration
advocacy, especially for those who are seeking asylum.

Daniel lives in Boston. He was able to earn some income during COVID 19 by playing in
chamber music concerts. Since last September, he has received several invitations to
sub with the Boston Symphony Orchestra and the Boston Pops. He has accepted the
invitation to go with the BSO on a European tour during the later half of May. Let’s pray
that the world will be sufficiently safe for the tour to happen.

Barbara Daiker
During my years at Concordia I lived in Park Region and treasure the many wonderful
friends that I met there. Many of them are still lifetime friends. On graduation day, eight
of us established a Round Robin letter exchange to keep in touch with each other. This
Robin has now traveled between eight girls for nearly 60 years. Occasionally we meet
for reunions; however, it is truly the Robin that has allowed us to keep in touch for so
many years.

I married Bernard Daiker in 1969. We met while I was teaching in Austin MN and he
worked in the Credit Department of George A. Hormel. In 1985 Bernard felt a call to
become a pastor in the ELCA. He attended Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, IA, and
was ordained in 1989.

We both enjoyed our years in the ministry. I was active in leading Bible studies and
giving children’s sermons. We served churches in Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois and
Minnesota.

Bernie and I have three married children and seven grandchildren. In retirement, we
moved to Johnston, IA where I still reside. Bernard died in April, 2019.
Always loving to write, I have written and published two books, which can be purchased
through Amazon. One book is titled Memory Lane, and it tells of growing up in the 40’s
and 50’s in Lanesboro, Minnesota. The second is titled Journey of Faith, which tells of my
faith journey plus the ministry that Bernard and I were blessed to experience
together. Although serious in many ways, this book contains many touches of humor.

Marilyn (Johnson) Christenson
LIves in MN and has 3 children 
Nick Christenson
Maren Christenson Hofer
Elise Christenson



Ben Larson
Greetings Fellow ‘63ers
Although 2020 turned out to be a year never to be forgotten and hopefully never to be
repeated, 2021 (and so far 2022) has turned out to be somewhat better with the ability
to be vaccinated and boosted providing a degree of stress relief. Enough so that my
wife, Pat and I attended the 2021 Concordia Homecoming in October and received my
2020 Alumni Achievement Award that was delayed a year by COVID. In early
December we met relatives on a Christmas Market tour of the Montreal and Quebec
City Christmas Markets, managing to sneak in and out just before the Omicron variant
hit.

In late January we ventured down to Disney World meeting daughter, son-in-law, and
10-year old grandson—a smorgasbord of excitement (and long lines) for kids of all
ages. This upcoming summer we are planning to spend a week with our extended
family exploring Yellowstone National Park based in a rental house just outside West
Yellowstone, MT, a trip that we had originally planned for 2020. Hopefully these types of
returns to “normalcy” will continue.

Under the heading of “Nothing is so bad that it is not good for something”, an
unexpected outcome of the whole COVID thing has been the advent of sibling Zoom
interactions. With nine siblings in my North Dakota farm family (that are now spread
from California to North Dakota, Minnesota, and Tennessee.) ‘sibling’ Zoom meetings
became a way to fill in for the absence of all meeting together at family reunions,
weddings or funerals, which were typically the only events that brought us all together
face-to-face.

We do zoom meetings with kids and grandkids as well of course, but with a 20 year
spread between the oldest and youngest sibling, we were rather surprised how many of
the sometimes small and sometime not so small, interesting, embarrassing, happy, sad,
etc. aspects of each other’s lives that we were not really aware of.
Wishing all a great 2022.
Ben Larson         Oak Ridge, TN           ben.larson@tobino.com



Paul Brunsberg
We are now living in a condo one block south of Concordia. My wife, Levonne, and I are
kept busy going to grandchildren’s concerts, athletic events, and birthday parties
(6 GC).
Last summer we traveled to Little Bighorn in Montana and attended the Medora musical
on the way home.

We sold our lake place to son, John.

I am resting after a mild heart attack and expect to fully recover. Glory to God!

V. Rev. Richard Flom
I continue to serve as priest-in-charge at All Saints of North America Chapel in Bemidji.
During the past two years of Covid, I have only been able to serve there once a month
rather than twice a month. In addition, I am an attached priest at St. Mary’s Orthodox
Cathedral in Minneapolis and serve occasionally at the Annunciation Chapel on the
grounds of St. Mary’s Orthodox Cemetery in Anthony, Minnesota. Last November, I was
elevated to the dignity of Archpriest by Archbishop Paul of Chicago.

My wife and I have enjoyed traveling to Norway over the years. But, due to Covid, we
have not traveled since 2019. In May of 2019, we were on an Orthodox Pilgrimage Tour
with a Norwegian Orthodox priest and his wife from Bergen. We experienced our first
Syttende Mai with our tour group while in Bergen. The pilgrimage visited sites important
to the three Orthodox saints of Norway: St. Sunniva, patron saint of Bergen; St. Olav,
patron saint of Trondheim; and St. Halvard, patron saint of Oslo. In Trondheim, we
visited the newly opened archeological site of St. Clement Chapel where St. Olav’s
body remained after being brought to Trondheim. We toured this site one day after it
was opened to the public by Crown Prince Haakon.

Have a blessed Easter.

Carlton Urdahl
Life for me has been slowing down over the past few years. For many years I raised
young stock for my brother’s dairy farm, but about five years ago, the dairy business
was terminated and so my job was no longer needed. I still have three head of cattle (my
pets) but that’s all. However, I still have my teaching position at Buffalo High
School, teaching math and loving it. I am planning to retire after next year though.
I would like to take this time to thank Don and Carolyn, and anyone else who helped, for
organizing the ‘80th Birthday’ reunion, That was so much fun! Greetings to classmates!

News & Notes
Stay up to date on news throughout the year and
subscribe to Concordia's weekly email newsletter.

 

ConcordiaCollege.edu/news/news-and-notes
 

Don't forget to update
contact information 

with either the 
Alumni Office or Gary Zinter



Jerry Lerom
After retiring from the Anoka-Hennepin School District, we moved from Anoka to our
lake home on Long Lake, Longville, Minnesota. We also purchased a home in Winter
Haven, Florida where we spent our winters for 25 years.

I served as president of the Association of Cass County Lakes for 25 years,
emphasizing water quality testing and shoreline restoration projects to maintain our
clean water in our northern Minnesota Lakes. We turned our lake property over to our
sons and moved to Heartwood, a senior independent living facility in Crosby, MN. Great
location, only an hour away from the lake. We decided this spring to sell our Florida
home and live full time at Heartwood.

Recently joined a church in Crosby, providing us ample opportunity to volunteer in its
outreach ministry program.

Ken DeBoer
We did attend Homecoming last fall. It was a good time being able to connect with my
classmates at the breakfast and other activities. We enjoyed our time there. Hopefully
we will be able to attend Homecoming the next couple years.

Changes in our life. We downsized from a 4 level house in Pine Island to a one level
town home. That was a big change. We do really like our new home. We are still in
Pine Island but we moved across town. We wanted to stay in town as this is where we
have a lot of connections. Our new address is 431 7th St. SW, Pine Island, MN 55963.
I am still doing a little bus driving. I just drive a couple times a week, mostly for
community education trips or athletic events. It gives me a little to do. I am doing quite
well. Hopefully that will continue.

Larry Nelson
In May of 2020, I had radiation at Mayo Clinic for recurrent prostrate cancer. In about
July I developed a back ache. To make a long story short, by September I was having
pain in both legs. I had numerous tests at Mayo Clinic. We think the radiation may
have damaged some nerves in my back which affected my legs. The pain was severe
enough at night. so I had trouble sleeping. I lost weight and strength. Finally in April of
2021 I got on some medication that took care of the pain so I could sleep. I began physical
therapy to regain my strength. Today I am not quite 100% but I have regained
strength and can sleep well. I thank God for the healing and for prayers and medicine.
My wife, Doris, and our dog Sami are with me in Fort Meyers Beach, Florida for two
months. My brother, Don, and sister Rachel are also on Fort Meyers Beach. We had
an excellent fishing trip and caught our limit of Groupers.          Soli Deo Gloria!



Jerry Eid Update (Dawndi Eid)
I am writing on behalf of my dad, Gerald Eid. He is alive and doing well, considering
that he has 2 forms of dementia, Alzheimer’s and vascular dementia. March of 2020, I
moved in with him since he can no longer live alone. He does well with phone
conversations but has trouble with the computer. He even struggles with text messages.
He spends the winter in Fargo and the summers at the lake house. As typical this time of
year, he can’t wait to move back out to the lake.

My mother is no longer with us. She passed away from dementia late October 2019,
just before the pandemic hit.

Carol (Angstman) Maul
My husband, Ken, and I traveled from Fresno to Thousand Oaks, California, for the
February 29 Concordia Choir concert at the beautiful Ascension Lutheran Church.
Because we have hosted the choir in Fresno on several occasions and because we
have attended the concerts many times, we were invited to meet the choir when they
arrived in Thousand Oaks and enjoyed watching the setup and rehearsal and had
dinner with the choir before the concert. And, what a concert it was!!! After the 2020
tour was cut short because of the Covid pandemic, this was the first concert of the first
tour since 2020 (with all singers and audience members in masks). It was also the first
tour for Maestro Michael Culloton, and he proved that he was the right person to replace
his mentor, Rene Clausen. The musical selections were varied, including a Robert
Edgerton arrangement of Leonard Bernstein’s ‘Somewhere’ from West Side Story. As
always the concert ended with an emotional Beautiful Savior.

Sharon (Savre) Reynolds
Greetings to the Moorhead class of 1959 that chose Concordia!
Gary Bjerke, Dick Bergeson, Joyce Buhaug, Gail Chelstrom, Judy Christiansen, Tom
Christensen, Gerald Eid, Kay Dell Erickson, George Fevig, Richard Flom, Jim
Hornbacher, Dave Johnson, Pat Johnson, Al Lerberg, Joyce Monsun, Jeff Nelson, Larry
Olson, Gerald Sandness, Sharon Savre, and Janice Swenson.
Hope I didn’t forget anyone.

Naomi (Solyst) Raymond
We have had a quiet winter. It began with Denny spending nine days in the hospital
with COVID in spite of being vaccinated. As a result, we missed Concordia’s
Homecoming! But this year we had our normal family Christmas with everyone here.
Our plan now is to bring our two daughters with us to Norway in June.

Joan (Berg) Grindy
Larry and I are enjoying our time these days doing some motor homing, church
activities/volunteering and visiting family in Oklahoma and Washington D.C.

We are enthused that once again we are having the NORSK HOSTFEST in Minot,
September 28-October 1, 2022, after a two year absence because of COVID. Lots of
great entertainment, food and vendors. Check it out!!!



Dale Hedlund
Greetings Classmates!
Things are going well in St. James. Marilyn and I are eagerly waiting for some 50 - 60
degree weather to hurry up and get here.

I must say that one of the highlights of this year was to attend CC Homecoming events
and see classmate Ben Larson receive his Alumni Achievement Award and my former
roommate, Gary Zinter, receive his Called to Serve Award. It was great to be back on
campus again.

Marilyn and I have been fortunate to dodge the COVID bullet and continue to play it
safe by following the science. Also, we have been enjoying the fruits of our Honeybee’s
labor this year after two years of unsuccessful efforts due to crazy, cold late spring
weather. We hope you are all healthy, safe and happy in this new year. ’Til next time…

Charlie and Judy McDonald
We are retired and living in Beaver Dam Wisconsin. Judy taught 
elementary education and then directed the district Reading 
Recovery intervention. Charlie was in education for 38 years. He 
was the head football coach for 28 years and the head baseball 
coach for 36 years. We are enjoying travel and also visiting family 
in St. Louis, Northfield, Minnesota and Phoenix is enlightening. 
We look forward to this summer, gathering in Minnesota with 
Concordia friends, Dick Johnson, Rod Thorsell and Lynn Nelson 
and a four day gathering in Alexandria. We plan to get back to 
Moorhead sometime next year. Greetings fellow Cobbers!

Judith (Olson) Munson
Thank you for your phone call today, Gary. Our class of ’63 doesn’t acknowledge often
enough your dedicated, caring efforts and time given on our behalf. When your call came,
I was doing a 5 hour stint in our church kitchen for a funeral. It would have been
fun to talk to you!

Many of you may know our daughter died in 2004 and my husband died November
2018. Music takes up much of my time. I sang a solo in an outdoor concert last summer
here in St. James.

Gary Zinter
Reunions: Family gathering in Brainerd area, August. Willmar class reunion in August.
Concordia class reunion in October. I reached my goal of 1,000 miles on my e-bike with
1010.2 miles. I attended my 50 plus Concordia Concerts in Moorhead last December.



Eileen (Anderson) Helmstetter
The past two years of my life as well as the world have been surprising, dramatic,
unbelievable, but filled with God’s grace. I have gone through the dying and death of
my brother, Rev. Dr. Gene V. Anderson and the surgeries of Glioblastoma brain tumors
and the death of our daughter-in-law, Dr. Kristin M. Peterson. As the poem “Footprints”
so aptly states, my husband Dave Helmstetter, our family and I were “carried” by Christ!

My four roommates from Concordia were some of His hands, feet and voices…Connie
(Ronholdt) Benson, Ione (Haugen) Stedje, Jackie (Morstad) Thompson, and Pat
(Johnson) Carow! Our friendships are amazing! Thanks be to God!!

Connie (’68) and Ray Anderson
Greetings from beautiful Apple Valley, MN. All is well for us. Our kids are getting hard
to handle. They suspect that we are getting old and need to better guard our quality of
life. But we can jump (just not as high!)
Our four daughters and ten grandkids have made life worth the trip. Isn’t it hard to
believe that we are all well into our ninth decade! We have no intentions of going south
for the winters so please, let’s get together. Meanwhile, may the words of our mouths,
the thoughts in our minds and the desires in our hearts be pleasing to our God and
Savior. 13788 Franchise Avenue, Apple Valley, MN 55124.   Soli Deo Gloria

Maxine (Moe) Rademacher
Life goes on after a quiet two years mostly staying at home trying to avoid Covid. Two
shots and boosters, but my husband and I both got it. Thankfully it was no worse than a
cold. We both had health issues in 2021 but thanks to our proximity to Mayo, the good
care there brought us through and we are both doing well. No travels recently.
We continue to live in the country where we enjoy our modest home and good country
living. Finally I enjoyed getting together, reminiscing with Cobber roomies last fall at the
Olive Garden in Mankato. So much to share and a blessing to get together again.

Marie (Nygaard) King
As a volunteer in my school district’s program for adults learning English, I mostly do
pronunciation with Asian students, reading with Africans (Somali women) who have
never been to school, and even helping read the MN Driver’s Training Manual for a
young woman from Tajikistan and a young man from Togo. One woman from South
Sudan (her husband had to give 30 cows to her father so he could marry her) is a
Christian where only 3% of the people are Christians. She is a member of the Dinka
Tribe, one of the first tribes on earth!

This is a very interesting volunteer job that I’ve been doing for 22 years! Hopefully next
year I can be back in the learning center instead of being on zoom.



President Craft to Retire
President Craft announced his
upcoming retirement at the end of his
second presidential term, on June 30,
2023. The Board of Regents has already
started seeking Concordia's next
president with a presidential search
committee and national consulting
firm. 

CAMPUS UPDATES

New Executive Director for Faith and Learning
Dr. Michael Chan will be welcomed in June 2022 as the new
Executive Director for Faith and Learning.  He will direct the
Lorentzsen and Dovre Centers, guide Concordia's interfaith
relationships, and oversee the work of Campus Ministry. 

Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions
Offutt School of Business
School of Arts and Sciences

Learn. Work. Lead. 
A Concordia College education is rooted in college's deep commitment to providing a
transformational experience for every one of our students.  Development has continued on our
academic framework through Three Schools, One College:

Concordia will begin renovation in the summer of 2022 on the Sanford Clinic building adjacent
to campus to provide expanded laboratory, classroom, and centralized office space for its freshly
named Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions.  The project will include a nursing
simulation lab and a human performance lab.  It will be a remarkable advancement to the
program. 

Dr. Gwen Wagstrom Halaas '75 named new dean of  
Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions 
Dr. Halaas brings more than four decades of research, teaching,
program development and administrative experience to Concordia. 
 She grew up in the Fargo-Moorhead area and is a 1975 graduate of
Concordia.  Dr. Halaas will assume the role on July 1, 2022. 



Advancing the Mission  |  Cobber Ambassador Program

Learn more or sign up to become an Ambassador at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/cobber-ambassador-program

A new initiative was officially launched to
invigorate the unique network and relationships
among alumni, friends, and students of Concordia
College. Cobber Ambassadors are people who care
about the students and mission, believe in the
college, and help spread the word about
Concordia's life-changing education.  

COVID Response/Planning

We continue to monitor guidance from the Minnesota
Department of Health and the CDC to keep our
campus as healthy as possible amid the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.  Students, faculty, and staff are
updated regularly and encouraged to engage in risk-
reducing practices to prioritize in-person learning and
working through the academic year. 

Concordia Recognized for Women in Coaching

The University of Minnesota's Tucker Center for Research on Girls & Women in
Sport gave Concordia an "A" grade on its 2020-21 report card.  The college was
highlighted for having female head coaches for 70% of its women's sports.
Concordia was the only MIAC school to receive an "A" grade in the report.
Compliments to Athletic Director Rachel Bergeson for her leadership.

Renovation was completed in Christiansen Recital Hall to provide a higher quality and more
modern experience for students and guests
A gas firepit was installed near the 8th Street entrance of the Knutson Campus Center
An Indoor Performance Center for golf was added in Olson Forum using the latest
simulator technology to provide year-round training for the men's and women's golf
programs
Olson Forum's workout balcony will be expanded this summer

Around Campus

Corn Feed Season is around the corner!

We will continue the tradition of hosting corn feeds in
the summer and hope to see you! 

Updates can be found at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/cornfeeds



Alumni Awards
 

2021 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

2021 Sent Forth Recipients

Nominations Always Open
To read more about these recipients or to nominate a deserving alumni, go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition

Fay Ferguson '73 Dr. Gwen (Wagstrom) Halaas '75

Co-CEO Burrell 
Communications
Group

Vice chancellor for Academic 
Affairs and professor, 
Washington State University 
Health Sciences

Harold D. Pope '77 Dr. Corey Teigen '86

Senior counsel at 
Dykema Gossett, PLLC

Vascular and interventional
radiologist, researcher, and 
developer, and Chief Scientific 
Officer, Penumbra, Inc.

Stephen Letnes '00 Judge Jade Rosenfeldt '05

Founder, Executive Director 
Able Artist Foundation

Clay County Courthouse
Seventh Judicial District

Called to Serve Award is conferred upon alumni who have demonstrated notable commitment
to the mission of the college through lifelong service to their faith communities, education, arts
or other not-for-profit activities. Alumni of any year are eligible. 
The Sent Forth Award is conferred upon young alumni who have distinguished themselves
early on in their careers and service to others. For graduates of less than 20 years, this award is
reserved for alumni who have shown vocational precociousness.
The Alumni Achievement Award (AAA), the college's highest honor, is conferred upon alumni
who have distinguished themselves in their careers and service to others. For graduates of 20
years or more, the AAA is reserved for alumni at the pinnacle of their vocational life. 

Concordia has three categories of awards presented each year.



Message from Gary Zinter

I lost a good friend, Ron Struxness, on December 24, 2021. Our common denominator
was an appreciation for Concordia College and deep interest in its continued success.
As a CFO of major hospitals in the Chicago area, Ron understood the complexity of
running a large business or a college. He was a great asset to the college while serving
on the National Alumni Board.

CLASS FINANCIAL REPORT

Year        Donors      Potential Donors      Participation      Contribution         60’S Rank
2020         113                         341                             34%                 $79,930.74               6th
2021          77                          338                            23%                 $169,508.89             3rd

The total amount credited for the Class of ’63 is $7,887,500.56. We rank fifth of all
Concordia classes. The class of 1966 has donated $38,871,388.37

I am excited to share that there are three classmates 
who are establishing endowment scholarships this year. 
Endowment scholarships need a minimum of $30,000 
to establish one. Concordia has 685 endowment funds.

•Carlton Urdahl’s endowment is to go to any Concordia student selected by the
Financial Aid area.

•Bennett and Pat Taliaferro Larson’s endowment is divided between Physics and Math
majors for research programs while at Concordia.

•Gary and Betty Zinter’s endowment is for juniors or seniors majoring in health science
or health professional programs.

Six years ago, I gave my brother, Erv, my financial net worth statement. He saw that about
50% was going to charities and that I had more than enough funds for our lifestyle. He
commented, “Why do you wait until you’re dead before this money goes to charities? Get
some satisfaction of making the gifts while you’re alive.” That is the best advice I have
gotten from my CPA brother. We now have four endowment scholarships at Concordia
and four endowments outside of Concordia.

I want to pass that same advice (that my brother gave to me) on to you, my
classmates. Not everyone has the resources to do these things but some of you do.
At our stage of life many of us won’t be taking any more cruises, or head south every
fall; many of us stay at home because of health issues. You may have a surplus that
can go to charities. The painless method of charitable giving is to have your retirement
money going directly to your charity. You pay no taxes. I transferred 401(k) money and
403(b) money to an IRA so it could go directly to my charities without paying taxes. It
must come directly to go tax free.



One does not need $30,000 to open a Concordia College scholarship endowment. You
could transfer $10,000 (for example) annually until you reach the $30,000. Another way is
to have part of your pension beneficiary go to a charity.
Soli Deo Gloria

CLOSING COMMENTS  - newsletter team

Congratulations! you made it to 80+. Through joy, triumphs, tragedy, and loss, we’re
blessed to still be here and going. You have been a credit to our alma mater and applied
your lessons well.

Our perspective has changed. When we started college 62 years ago, “joint” referred to
cannabis. Now it refers to hips and knees. Perhaps the prescription should be to have a
joint to ease the joints. When we were in college, only old people had 50th wedding
anniversaries and were 80 years old. Now such things are common in our peer group. It’s
likely the college age students view us as old. Yet our spirits remain a wiser young.

May your next chapters of your life story be filled with joy, success and contentment until
it is your turn to sing “Soli Deo Gloria” in eternity.

The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make his face to shine upon you

And be gracious unto you;
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you,

And give you peace.
SOLI DEO GLORIA
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