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President Craft to Retire 
President Craft announced his 
upcoming retirement at the end of his 
second presidential term, on June 30, 
2023. The Board of Regents has already 
begun the work of seeking Concordia's 
next president with a presidential 
search committee and national 
consulting firm. 

New Executive Director for Faith and Learning 
Dr. Michael Chan will be welcomed in June 2022 as the new 
Executive Director for Faith and Learning. He will direct the 
Lorentzsen and Dovre centers, guide Concordia's interfaith 
relationships and oversee the work of Campus Ministry. 

Concordia will begin renovation in summer of 2022 on the Sanford Clinic building adjacent to 
campus to provide expanded laboratory, classroom and centralized office space for its freshly 
names Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions. The project will include a nursing 
simulation lab and a human performance lab. It will be a remarkable benefit to growth in the 
School of Health Professions. 
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CAMPUS UPDATES 

Learn. Work. Lead. 
A Concordia College education is rooted in the deep commitment the college has for providing 
a transformational experience to every one of our students. Development has continued to our 
academic framework through Three Schools, One College 

Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions 
Offut School of Business 
School of Arts and Sciences 



Aging gracefully is about enjoying life, each moment. For example, I'm 
sitting here thinking how nice it is that wrinkles don't hurt. 

Being 80 is the moment of truth. This is the moment when you can no 
longer think of yourself as "promising", when you can no longer huffily 
say "elderly", or use the dread phrase "I'm 80 years young." 
YES...You are old. 

Being old is not necessarily awful. It is not all a bundle of laughs, though. You - I mean 
we - have to accept that there are wrinkles, bulges, or sags; well, a few may not have 
them, but most of us do. It's always a question at a school or a college reunion whether 
it's more depressing to see Helen Mirren lookalikes, who make you feel you should be 
trying a whole lot harder, or crumbling old people your age who make you think, "Oh 
God, that's how old I really am." You are unlikely to charm anyone at a party with the 
melting invitation of your smile, and you're preoccupied with wondering about a hearing 
aid, considering a cataract operation, being begged by your children to hold on to the 
banister going downstairs. 

What do we - the old - want or need? A reason to get up in the morning - collecting 
junk, washing the dog, deadheading the roses, protesting against ... what? Oh, come 
on, there's always something to protest about. We need something we can use for 
money, and we need people. Family maybe; neighbors perhaps; members of the book 
club. What we want and need is not, when you come to think of it, much different from 
what anyone wants - it may just be harder to find. But a recent survey suggested that 
the old are actually happier than the middle-aged; so there could be a good time 
coming. 

Getting older has made Virginia and I think about what the future holds and what 
can we do to make things better for others. Our wills and trusts have been updated and 
decisions have been made about legacy gifts. 

Leaving a legacy for others to follow is part of what drives us. I followed others who 
went before me; they left a legacy for me. Now, I am making sure that those who 
come after me will have a trail to follow as well. You see, leaving a legacy is important. 
Our next step has been to create an endowed scholarship at Concordia. This world 
needs thoughtful and informed people who can address opportunities and challenges 
with agility, imagination, and moral insight. Concordia provides an exceptional 
education where students learn to lead our communities as critical thinkers, articulate 
communicators, and innovative problem-solvers. We have dedicated our scholarship 
toward diversity. The purpose of this endowed scholarship fund is to provide 
encouragement to students who bring diversity to the student body. It is the intent of 
the Donors that the scholarship be awarded by to students from underrepresented 
populations. 
Knowing that the class of 1961 is certainly the biggest, the brightest and the best 
should lead each of us to consider becoming a Concordia scholarship donor. There 
are several ways to make this happen. The best way is to contact Trina Hall Director of 
Development 218.299.3445 piskhall@cord.edu 
Soli Deo Glo 

FROM THE CLASS AGENT 



Endowments : A Lasting Impact 
Creating an endowed scholarship or fund 
provides enduring support to help ensure 
students have access to the exceptional 
education and programs can flourish at 

Concordia College now and in the future. 
Nearly 100% of students receive some sort of fi-

nancial aid, but cost is still a barrier for many po-

tential students – limiting the college's ability to 

enroll students from a diversity of backgrounds. 

With almost half of Concordia’s endowed funds 

allocated to scholarships, a thriving endowment 

removes those barriers. Endowed chairs, as well 

as programmatic and lectureship endowed funds, 

also contribute to a vibrant learning community at 

Concordia.  

CONCORDIA RECEIVES 
$1,000,000 GRANT

Concordia College, has been awarded a one million 
dollar grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Founda-
tion. The grant was awarded to the college in honor 
of former Mellon Foundation president and Con-
cordia College alumnus Dr. Earl Lewis. The grant 
will be used for college projects that reflect Lewis’ 
leadership initiatives. The grant will be used for en-
dowment and operating funds to support faculty 
development, scholarships for students from un-
derrepresented backgrounds, program planning for 
the Office of Diversity, and support for the college’s 
partnership with the National Book Foundation.  



We continue to monitor guidance from 
the Minnesota Department of Health and the 
CDC to keep our campus as healthy as possible 
amid the ongoing COVID-10 pandemic. 
Students, faculty and staff are updated 
regularly and encouraged to take any 
opportunity that reduces risk to prioritize in-
person learning and working as we have been 
able to continue for the 2021-2022 academic 
year. 

Around Campus 
• Renovation was completed in Christiansen Recital Hall to provide a more superior and

modern experience for students and guests

• A gas firepit was installed on campus near the 8th St entrance to Knutson Campus Center
• An Indoor Performance Center for Golf was added in Olson Forum using the latest

simulator technology providing year-round training for the men's and women's golf
programs

• This summer an expansion will take place in Olson Forum of the exercise balcony

COVID Response/Planning 

Advancing the Mission | Cobber Ambassador Program 

A new initiative was officially launched to 
invigorate the unique network and relationships 
among alumni, friends and students of Concordia 
College. Cobber Ambassadors are people who care 
about the students and mission, believe in the 
college and help spread the word about 
Concordia's life-changing education. 

Learn more or sign up to become an Ambassador at 
concordiacollege.edu/alumni/cobber-ambassador-program 

Homecoming 
100 Years of Homecoming was celebrated in October 2021. 
The college was happy to successfully welcome back over 700 
alumni and friends to partake in this strong Cobber tradition. 

We look forward to celebrating with YOU October 7-9, 2022! 
Watch for updates at ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming 

**Join us for the Class of 1961 ZOOM meeting Tuesday, April 26, 2022  10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. CDT
Meeting ID: 589 484 2683
https://cord.zoom.us/j/5894842683



Fay Ferguson '73 
Dr. Gwen 
(Wagstrom) 
Halaas '75 

Harold D. Pope '77 Dr. Corey 
Teigen '86 

Stephen Letnes '00 Judge Jade Rosenfeldt '05 

News & Notes 
Stay up-to-date on news throughout the year and subscribe to our weekly email newsletter 

ConcordiaCollege.edu/news/news-and-notes 

Alumni Awards 
Read more under "Awards and Recognition" at ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni 

2021 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients 

2021 Sent Forth Recipients 

Corn Feed Season is around the corner! 
We will continue the tradition of hosting corn feeds in 
the summer and hope to see you! 

Updates can be found at 
ConcordiaCollege.edu/cornfeeds 



Kurt Larson 603 Lake Street Unit 216 Excelsior MN 55331 

kal2710@aol.com (952) 935-2751 

Jeffrey Larson 8/27/1964 Cobber Grad 1986 

Stephanie Larson Hanson 5/19/1967 Cobber Grad 1989 

Grand-daughter Olivia Jane Larson will become a Cobber this fall (2022). 

Giving Update 

We can pay forward the generous 
scholarships we received as students by 
supporting this new generation of Cobbers. 
Together we help make sure a Concordia 
education is possible for every student. 

In 2021, more than 5,000 people came together to raise $2.6+ million for The Cobber Fund. 

THANK YOU TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR CLASS WHO MADE A GIFT! 

The class of 1961 can truly make a difference in the lives of current students. 
Learn more or give online at ConcordiaCollege.edu/giving 

Class Updates 

Jim Holtan We made it through 4 days without power last February... shades of 

living in Minnesota all those many years ago! Because of the virus we stayed 

around home pretty much in isolation until it got warmer and we could be 

outside. Spent a few weeks in Ajijic, Mexico in December and now we are waiting 

to see if Texas has another big freeze... if that happens it is time to move.... 

maybe Mexico! 

10202 La Costa Dr, 
Austin, TX 78747 
jamesholton@msn.com 612 309-1007 

Good News
We did not have 

any
classmates pass 
away since our 
last newsletter.

Thhe Concordia Choir presented the home tour concert at 
Memorial Auditorum March 13, 2022.
Here is a link to this spectacular event.

https://video.ibm.com/recorded/131497385
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