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President Craft to Retire
President Craft announced his
upcoming retirement at the end of his
second presidential term, on June 30,
2023. The Board of Regents has already
started seeking Concordia's next
president with a presidential search
committee and national consulting
firm. 

CAMPUS UPDATES

New Executive Director for Faith and Learning
Dr. Michael Chan will be welcomed in June 2022 as the new
Executive Director for Faith and Learning.  He will direct the
Lorentzsen and Dovre Centers, guide Concordia's interfaith
relationships, and oversee the work of Campus Ministry. 

Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions
Offutt School of Business
School of Arts and Sciences

Learn. Work. Lead. 
A Concordia College education is rooted in college's deep commitment to providing a
transformational experience for every one of our students.  Development has continued on our
academic framework through Three Schools, One College:

Concordia will begin renovation in the summer of 2022 on the Sanford Clinic building adjacent
to campus to provide expanded laboratory, classroom, and centralized office space for its freshly
named Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions.  The project will include a nursing
simulation lab and a human performance lab.  It will be a remarkable advancement to the
program. 



Advancing the Mission  |  Cobber Ambassador Program

Learn more or sign up to become an Ambassador at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/cobber-ambassador-program

A new initiative was officially launched to
invigorate the unique network and relationships
among alumni, friends, and students of Concordia
College. Cobber Ambassadors are people who care
about the students and mission, believe in the
college, and help spread the word about
Concordia's life-changing education. 

Dr. Gwen Wagstrom Halaas '75 named new dean of 
Sanford Heimarck School of Health Professions 

Dr. Halaas brings more than four decades of research, teaching, 
program development and administrative experience to Concordia. 
She grew up in the Fargo-Moorhead area and is a 1975 graduate of 
Concordia.  Dr. Halaas will assume the role on July 1, 2022. 

COVID Response/Planning

We continue to monitor guidance from the Minnesota
Department of Health and the CDC to keep our
campus as healthy as possible amid the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.  Students, faculty, and staff are
updated regularly and encouraged to engage in risk-
reducing practices to prioritize in-person learning and
working through the academic year. 

Concordia Recognized for Women in Coaching

The University of Minnesota's Tucker Center for Research on Girls & Women in
Sport gave Concordia an "A" grade on its 2020-21 report card.  The college was
highlighted for having female head coaches for 70% of its women's sports.
Concordia was the only MIAC school to receive an "A" grade in the report.
Compliments to Athletic Director Rachel Bergeson for her leadership.

Renovation was completed in Christiansen Recital Hall to provide a higher quality and more
modern experience for students and guests
A gas firepit was installed near the 8th Street entrance of the Knutson Campus Center
An Indoor Performance Center for golf was added in Olson Forum using the latest
simulator technology to provide year-round training for the men's and women's golf
programs
Olson Forum's workout balcony will be expanded this summer

Around Campus



Corn Feed Season is around the corner!

We will continue the tradition of hosting corn feeds in
the summer and hope to see you! 

Updates can be found at
ConcordiaCollege.edu/cornfeeds

Giving Update
We can pay forward the generous 
scholarships we received as students by 
supporting this new generation of Cobbers. 
Together, we help ensure that a Concordia 
education is possible for every student.  

In 2021, more than 5,000 people came together to raise $2.6+ million for The Cobber Fund. 

THANK YOU TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR CLASS WHO MADE A GIFT IN 2021!

The class of 1959 can truly make a difference in the lives of current students. 
Learn more or give online at ConcordiaCollege.edu/giving

Homecoming
100 Years of Homecoming was celebrated in October 2021. The 
college was happy to successfully welcome back over 700 
alumni and friends to partake in this strong Cobber tradition. 

We look forward to celebrating with YOU October 7-9, 2022!
Watch for updates at ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming

News & Notes
Stay up to date on news throughout the year and

subscribe to our weekly email newsletter.

ConcordiaCollege.edu/news/news-and-notes

Travel the World with Concordia
Each year, the Alumni Relations Office offers opportunities for alumni and
the Concordia family to partake in global travel experiences led by our in-
house experts. From wine tastings in the French countryside, participating
in Northern Spain's rich culture from the seat of your bicycle, or traveling as
a companion to our top vocal and instrumental ensembles as they share
their music with the world, there's an excursion catered to every interest.  

Explore the trips at ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/global-travel



Alumni Awards

Fay Ferguson '73 Dr. Gwen (Wagstrom) Halaas '75

Harold D. Pope '77 Dr. Corey Teigen '86

2021 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

2021 Sent Forth Recipients

Stephen Letnes '00 Judge Jade Rosenfeldt '05

Nominations Always Open
To read more about these recipients or to nominate a deserving alumni, go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition

Co-CEO Burrell 
Communications
Group

Vice chancellor for Academic 
Affairs and professor, 
Washington State University 
Health Sciences

Senior counsel at 
Dykema Gossett, PLLC

Vascular and interventional
radiologist, researcher, and 
developer, and Chief Scientific 
Officer, Penumbra, Inc.

Founder, Executive Director 
Able Artist Foundation

Clay County Courthouse
Seventh Judicial District



Message from Class Agent and Class Member Updates

Greetings class of 1959 Cobbers! 

How about this class letter? It is quite the change from previous years. Technology is 
getting better all the time. When this letter reaches you, Jan and I will be in sunny Florida 
(hopefully). T hat is the plan anyway. 

       I got a few responses for classmate updates. The “overwhelming event” this past 
year for Dick Hodges was the death of his wife of 62 years and Concordia classmate, Ann 
Joy (Mykle) Hodges. She had a continuing battle with Alzheimer’s disease for over ten 
years. 

        Gretchen (Gildemeister) Nelson wrote another book. This one is entitled, While 
Walking in the Way of the Word.   It has been published, and can be acquired through 
Amazon. Speaking of walking, she likes to walk 2-3 miles a day, but the winter shuts her 
down. They have a couple more great grandkids born this past year and they live in 
California. I wonder who has the most great-grandchildren? I have six. Gretchen 
mentioned that her husband Don is doing great. Hardly any knicks on him (not sure what 
that means), h e also sings in a group. They used to sing duets, but she says she has lost 
her singing voice. She writes instead, and mentioned: “Take care, my fellow Cobbs.” 

       Speaking of writing, how many classmates have written and published a book over 
the past number of years, besides Gretchen? Annette Ellefson Hermansen mentioned 
one especially, and that is Mary Rasmussen Jackson. According to Annette, Mary has 
published more than one. Annette thought her book Silent would be a good one to be 
made into a read aloud video, especially for young families. 

       Vern Rice is recovering from four heart procedures, and is almost completely back 
to normal. He has helped his church acquire solar panels, eventually saving big money, 
but more importantly he said, “It reduces our carbon footprint.”

               Marilyn (Waale) Hermodson mentioned that she is looking forward to another 
summer at their cabin near Thief River Falls. She is a native of TRF. They are pleased with 
their apartment in Moorhead. Many of the residents are college age, which, she said, “Adds 
an interesting dimension to our lives.” Marilyn is in good health, and Arlen’s treatments for 
cancer have been successful in holding the cancer in check. 

       Rod Olson sends greetings to the Concordia Class of ’59. Rod and his wife Connie 
still live in the first house they purchased many years ago, and, unlike many others, plan 
to stay put. They really like living in Golden Valley, MN. They have one child that lives with 
her family only a mile from them. Rod says he can’t move anyway, because he has too 
many books (my problem also) , and, of course, Connie doesn’t want to get rid of many 
things she cherishes. Class members are welcome to visit them, and the coffee pot is 
always on. 



 Barb and J. Paul Larson have a condo on Marco Island and are enjoying the Florida 
sunshine. Paul’s strength has returned, but he still has some difficulty walking. His singing 
voice has also come back, but not to his expectations. They are going to sell their condo 
on Marco and find something closer to their daughter at Orlando. 

 Allan Grundahl is thankful for good health (as we all are). He is double vaccinated 
and boosted (which we all should be), and enjoys his family whenever possible. (Amen!) 
He is busy engaged in efforts to recognize the historical significance of the Lutheran 
Church in the Saskatoon area. (A very worthy project, to say the least.)

       Jan and I like to travel, but the Covid problem has reduced our plans immensely. 
We were supposed to go on a Caribbean cruise in January, but postponed that. We were 
scheduled to go to Arizona in February, but my daughter, who had foot surgery, asked us 
not to come since her resistance is down. We will drive to Florida, and stay the entire 
month of March. We have booked a cruise ship on the Columbia River in the fall, and will 
attend a reunion of Alaska administrators in Colorado in October, and after that, we’re 
booked for a trip to Ireland. I am involved in a number of organizations, so keep busy 
most of the time.

Those that passed away in 2021 are as follows: 

Carl Rodlund (1/23/21), Gerald Markuson (1/30/21), 
Joann (Stren) Johnson (2/17/21), Ann Joy (Mykle) Hodges (8/7/21), 

Shirley (Roe) Sorenson (9/28/21), John Enger (10/24/21), and
Eileen (Severson) Wittak (10/25/21). 

Those who have pictures in the ’59 Cobber are Joann, Ann Joy,
and John Enger. 

The Class of ’59 plans to meet again as an informal reunion at
Homecoming this fall. We had a nice group of attendees last year. Maybe
we can get a few more to come this year. I will make arrangements again
at the Speak Easy Restaurant for Oct. 8. Specifics will be sent out later in
the year. 
If anyone has suggestions for our class during Homecoming, please let
me know. I promise to take pictures this year. 

- Jim Strandlie, Class Agent
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LOCATE
HELP US

If you know any of the classmates listed below, please
ask them to update their information by going to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/classnotes 
Send an email to alumni@cord.edu or call 218.299.3734

We would love to update their records.
Thank you if you've already done so.

Darryl Albright
Lynn Arithson
Jerry Bergerson
Hazel Burns
Vernon Dahl
Helena (Beringer) Discus
Carolyn (Ganter) Doten
Del Fueller
Joel Guldseth
Richard Gunderson
Elizabeth (Johnson) Hark
Christopher Hauge
Harry Horne
Alice (Person) Johnson
Delbert Johnson
Mandley Knudson
Allen Kroening
Phyllis (Larson) Langdon
Frederick Lile
Adeline Lurson
Lawrence Lystig

David McIlwain
Sandra (Anderson) McKee
Arthur Melbo
Donald Nelson
Waldo Ost
Ruth (Thompson) Pearson
Carol Roberts
Larry Roemich
David Saar
Beverly (Speckeen) Sager
Bonnie (Engle) Sawaya
John Schulstad
James Sullivan
J.M. Svendsen
Myrtle (Swenson) Thom
Moonyeen Thorfinnson
Elaine Underdahl
John Watkins
Bruce Weber
Betty Wilson
George Wray


