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This spring, I’ve had the opportunity to reflect on the blessing Concordia and it strong musical tradition has been to me.  My current 
congregation, Lake Park Lutheran in Milwaukee, Wisconsin (come visit if you are ever in the area!) called a new pastor in May.  In 
June, Lake Park hosted a double ordination for her and her husband,  with organ (my instrument), choir, handbells, brass, violins, 
guitar...every musician in the congregation who could be there on a Monday night.  Everyone with a musical gift to share.  It’s the 
spirit of Concordia…with one heart…that I learned on campus and continues to influence my life and work.  I hope it continues to 
inspire and influence yours as well. 

Classmate Updates 

• Jake Goering is now Dr. Jake Goering.  In March, he earned his Doctor of Higher Education and Learning from Bethel 
University.  Congratulations! 

• Kristin Geer Sonnenberg earned her Masters of Arts Degree in Communication from Johns Hopkins University, graduating 
in December 2016.  In 2017, Kristin was selected to present research at the National Communications Association 
Conference and the Religious Communications Association Conference.  And…she was named Managing Director of 
Marketing & Global Development for Bleachr, a sports app development company in Minneapolis.  Great job! 

• Congratulations to Erik Johnson and Michele Payn who were married on June 24! 
 

Cord Updates 
This May, the Concordia Orchestra spent two weeks on a cultural immersion trip in Greece, visiting eight cities and performing 
several concerts.  

• Brandon Zylstra ’15 signed a reserve/futures deal with the Minnesota Vikings for the upcoming season, after two successful 
seasons with the Edmonton Eskimos. Zylstra caught 100 passes for a league-best 1687 yards in 2017. 

• Becca O’Shurak has been hired as the first female head coach of women’s soccer. O’Shurak has previously served as 
assistant coach at Youngstown State and Tennessee Tech University.  

• Rachel Schaefer ’18 was named a Fulbright Scholar and will be working at the Universidad Nacional de Colombia next year.  
• This past fall, Concordia College launched the RISE Campaign, a comprehensive fundraising campaign with a goal of raising 

$150,000,000 by December 2019. These funds will be used to support three pillars of the Concordia experience: integrative 
learning, inclusive learning, and innovative learning. For more information, head to www.riseforconcordia.com  

• The Department of Chemistry celebrated 100 years in early March. The day-long celebration included talks from chemistry 
alumni from across the country, a career networking event for students and a banquet in the evening with Robert Homann, 
Professor Emeritus and Past Dean of the College.   

Fundraising Update: 
Concordia continues to have fundraising success due to generous supporters in each class. In the past few years, Concordia has 
continued to surpass fundraising goals and can create new opportunities for students, including the completion of the Integrated 
Science Center and student scholarships.  
 
This past year, our class had 14.29% participation and gave over $21,000. Since graduation, our class has given over $425,000 in 
outright gifts. THANK YOU! 

 
Laurie (Jacobson) Rappa 
Class Agent ‘91 
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