
 

 

Dear Classmates, 

 One of our classmates emailed me a comment recently which I would like to share.  She 
said, “If their name isn’t on the list, they’re gone, as in “gone?”  Uffda!  Well, not true.  If a 
classmate does not have an email address, they do not make the email listing.  Several of our 
classmates are no longer on the “list,” since they are deceased.  Here are those who have been 
placed on the deceased list since the 2017 letter:  Marion Musil Nelson, Elaine J. Anderson Fink, 
Elias R. Kristensen, Harold S. Skjonsby, and Helen Sorenson Stenberg.  

It was mentioned in the 2017 letter that Marion Musil Nelson, formally of Winnipeg and 
now resided in Wisconsin, had an art shop called Global View.  For 40 years, she traveled to 
Nepal, India and Indonesia where she purchased crafts for her art shop.  Marion passed away 
on January 2, 2018.  

Elias R. Kristensen (also known as Robert) was from the Moorhead area, majored in 
psychology and sociology.  Elias passed away on May 22, 2018.   

Harold S. Skjonsby passed away on July 13, 2017.  He was from Rosholt, S.D. and 
majored in biology and mathematics. 

 Elaine J. Anderson Fink passed away on February 20, 2017 in Coon Rapids, MN.  She was 
older than most of us, a non-traditional student.  She taught elementary school in Princeton, 
Monticello, and Austin, MN.  She married Jerry Fink in 1976.  She is survived by her husband.     

 I did receive a nice email note from G. Paul Larson regarding Helen Sorenson Stenberg, 
who passed away on October 3, 2017.  He sang at her wedding.  She grew up in the Ada-
Hendrum area and graduated from Ada High.  She married Virgil Stenberg, who taught 
chemistry at UND at the same time G. Paul was on the staff there. In fact, G. Paul helped build 
their home on the same block as the Larsons.  In later years, Stenbergs retired and lived on Lake 
Bemidji in the summer and Arizona in the winter.  Both G. Paul and Barbara attended her 
funeral.   

Class Updates 

 G. Paul and Barbara are very active in the Grand Forks community while he participates 
in Lions, Sons of Norway, and directs the Shrine Chanters (male chorus).  Barb is quilting, 
attending church woman meetings, and PEO.  The Larson’s are snow birds, purchased a condo 
on Marco Island in Florida and spend about 5 months there each year.  



 Don Richman continues to work with East European Missions Network, especially in the 
former Communist countries of Eastern and Central Europe.  He did some pastoral work in N.D. 
and Minnesota after he returned from missionary work in Brazil.   

 Dick Hodges informed me that his former college roommate, Allen Nohre, has written a 
book entitled “A Soul from Minnesota: Personal Essays about Family, Fate, and Flow of Life.” 
The book can be obtained through Amazon.com.  Looks like a must read for those in the 
Concordia Class of ’59.  

 Lawrence Thompson writes that this year commemorates his 55 years of ordained 
ministry in the ELCA, and also their 59th wedding anniversary.  Next year will be their 60th, same 
as our class reunion.  

 Rod Olson lives in Golden Valley, MN with his wife Connie.  Connie does the writing and 
mentions life is good, close to grandchildren, enjoying the rich culture of the Twin Cities, and 
cheering for the Twins.   

 Harlan Danner is doing some traveling.  He went to Germany last September, spent time 
with relatives, did some genealogy searches, toured Bavaria, and drank some German beer.  
Good stuff, I can attest to that.   

 Would you like to see Alan Grundahl write left handed?  He had to learn, since he broke 
his right arm.  He got a special gift from his sister for his 80th birthday.  She is going to take him 
along in their motorhome to visit the Maritime Provinces, especially Newfoundland.  Nice gift.   

 Dick Hodges serves as President of the Board of Directors for his senior housing group.  
The dynamics are similar to leading a congregation, except, if someone gets angry they cannot 
go home to separate houses, and they might live next door to one another.  Dick and Ann Joy 
(Mykle) Hodges send greetings to their fellow classmates.   

 William R. Wolfram retired as the chair of the Art Dept. seven years ago from Concordia.  
What? You ask. It is not Concordia College, but Concordia University in Seward, Nebraska.  He is 
an artist himself, and does a lot of work along those lines.  He also wrote a book entitled, 
“Regarding the Cross.”  His main focus now is to design and construct church chancels and their 
furnishings.  He also designs digital crosses.  If you would like more information about his work, 
his email is wwolfram@windstream.net  

 Gretchen Gildemeister Nelson recently moved to California after living in Minnesota for 
16 years.  Now they are close to their children and enjoy what grandparents enjoy.  She longs 
for the air conditioned state of Minnesota when the temps get above 90.  I do feel sorry for 
them as they cool off in their own private swimming pool.   

 It is a repeat story for Joann Johnson and her husband, Bob.  They moved to Temecula, 
CA from Plymouth, MN.  Bob is a retired pharmacist.  They are now close to their children, and 
help in support roles as good grandparents do.  Joann mentioned that the Lord blessed us 
greatly and we are most thankful.  Soli Deo Gloria! 
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 It is with a saddened heart again that I must report the death of my dear friend’s wife.  
Janet Skjonsby Schennum passed away on Tuesday, June 12 from a severe stroke.  It was a 
shock to the family and to us as well.   

 If you would like to call and talk to Lowell Bratrud, his phone is 651-757-7805.  

 Bev Gabrielsen is keeping up with life, much like the rest of us; volunteering, doing 
things with friends, visiting with relatives, and plans to attend the reunion next year.  How 
about you?  She sends greetings to all of you.   

 Bob Nilsen writes that he was married for the first time Sept.  19, 2015 to Janet  McCorrie.   This 
summer, he is chaplain at Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp, Lakeside, MT  3 ½ days a week .  The camp is 
30 miles from their home in Kalispell, Mt.    

Current happenings at Concordia 

Close to my heart is the Concordia Language Camp program, since we provide a 
campership from our Sons of Norway Snorre Lodge.  We have visited Skogfjorden, the 
Norwegian Language Camp near Bemidji.  They continue to grow with strong enrollments in all 
the camps, which demonstrate the importance of world language and cultural education.   

 In music, last May the Concordia Orchestra spent two weeks on a cultural immersion 
trip in Greece, visiting eight cities and performing several concerts.  Did they have an orchestra 
when we attended?  Dr. Rene Clausen has been director of the Concordia Concert Choir now 
for 32 years, and continues to receive awards for his work.  

 In athletics, senior Bailey Hovland won the MIAC Championship in the hammer throw.  
Brandon Zylstra signed a contract with the Vikings for the upcoming season.  Look for him when 
you watch the games!  Head Tennis Coach Joseph Murrey was named MIAC Coach of the Year 
for taking Concordia to the post season, first time since 2011.  I don’t think Concordia 
competed in tennis back in the ‘50’s.   

 In other updates, this past fall, Concordia launched the RISE Campaign, a comprehensive 
fundraising campaign with the goal of raising $150,000,000 by December, 2019.  These funds 
will be used to support integrative learning, inclusive learning, and innovative learning.  You can 
find out what they mean by going to the Concordia website.   

 Did you take chemistry?  This department celebrated 100 years last March.  It was 
actually 102 years, but the celebration was postponed until the new Integrated Science Center 
was completed.  We need to tour that new facility!  Speaking of science, I did not take 
chemistry, but did take biology from Dr. Fuglestad.  Some of you have stories there, I bet.   

 The Alumni Achievement Awards for 2018 at Homecoming this year will be going to 
Charles Beck, ’48, Darnell Carter, ’75, Dr. Richard Sibley, ’67, and Claudia Swendseid, ’78. Who 
from our class has won this award? 



 Concordia continues to have fundraising success due to generous supporters in each 
class.  In the past few years, Concordia has continued to surpass fundraising goals which can 
create new opportunities for students, including the completion of the Integrated Science 
Center and student scholarships. This past year, 82 out of 250 potential givers from our class, 
gave a total of $216,431.  That is about 32% participation.  Since graduation, our class has given 
$2,241,475 to Concordia.  On a personal note, my giving is deducted from my checking account 
each month.  It isn’t so much, but it does add up.  You can go to the Concordia website to make 
a donation.  I just made a memorial donation in the name of Janet Skjonsby Schennum and 
Dean Schennum with a credit card.  If anyone from our class would like to join me, simply 
complete the memorial donation in their name.  You can have Concordia forward the 
information about your donation to the family and contact me for the Schennum address.   

 We, as a Concordia graduating class, continue to be connected.  Let us keep it that way! 
We do have a Facebook page, and I am trying to keep up with technology.  God bless you all, 
and please try to attend Homecoming in 2019 for our 60th anniversary.   

Jim Strandlie, ‘59 

 

  

   

  

     


