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THE  END  OF  A  YEAR

      While the end of this year is unlike any

Concordia has ever experienced before ,  we 're

still committed to staying connected as a

musical community .  This is our last issue of the

Instrumental Music newsletter for this

academic year ,  so be sure to follow our social

media accounts to see how we 're staying

connected ,  and to continue to see musical

content from our players and professors .

      We would like to take a moment to say

thank you to our readers .  We 've enjoyed getting

to share our stories ,  photos ,  and performances ,

and we 're looking forward to when our program

can return to Hvidsten Hall of Music and bring

you even more updates .  You 're a part of our

community and we cherish every single one of

you .

      Unfortunately ,  our seniors '  Concordia

ensemble careers came to an early end with

the onset of the COVID-19 outbreak ,  and we will

miss them when our programs come back

together again .  Scroll through the following

pages to see the faces of our graduating

members and learn a little about them !  We will

be together again ,  and we will make music

together again .  Have a great summer and stay

healthy !

 

Thank you ,

Sarah Anderson

2019 Media Chair

The Concordia Band

 



Clarinet and 
Bass Clarinet

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Sheltering  Sky  (Mackey)

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"In  our  first  performance  in  my  freshman

year ,  we  played  a  piece  called

'Sheltering  Sky '  and  hearing  it  come

together  in  a  way  that  we  hadn 't  done

before  was  simply  magical  and  felt  great

to  be  a  part  of ."

Lucas
Abraham

Clarinet Performance 

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  Band ,

The  Concordia  Orchestra

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :

Colonial  Song  (Grainger)

Awayday  (Gorb)

Scheherazade  (Rimsky-Korsakov)

 
Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"On  this  year 's  band  tour ,  we  had  a

concert  on  Super  Bowl  Sunday .  The

concert  was  scheduled  early  in  the  day

so  that  we  could  watch  the  game  in  the

evening .  However ,  my  roommate  and  I

didn 't  really  care  about  the  Super  Bowl

and  neither  did  our  host  family ,

including  all  three  high-school-age  and

younger  children .  Instead  of  watching

the  Super  Bowl ,  we  spent  the  night

playing  board  games  with  the  entire

family  and  went  to  bed  at  9  p .m .  when  it

was  bedtime  for  the  kiddos ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"Attending  school  at  MSCS  in  Red  Wing ,

Minn . ,  to  study  in  their  Band  Instrument

Repair  program  in  the  hopes  of

becoming  an  instrument  repair

technician ."

Elly
Schaefer
Cello

Math and 
Global Studies 

Ensemble :  Symphonia

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Danzón  No .  2  (Márquez)

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"Find  a  job !"

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"The  Two  Orchestras  concert  with  The

Concordia  Orchestra  during  my  

junior  year ."

Violin

Karl
Peterson

Biology 

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  Orchestra

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Piano  Concerto  No .  3  (Rachmaninoff)

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"Playing  in  the  Concordia  Christmas

Concerts ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  will  be  taking  a  gap  year  in  which  I

will  be  applying  to  either  medical

school  or  graduate  school  for  biology ."

Clara 
Lee

Alexis
Adrian

Trey 
Weisbrod

ViolinClarinetTuba

French and 
Multimedia 
Journalism 

Spanish and 
ACS Chemistry 

French

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  Band Ensemble :  The  Concordia  OrchestraEnsemble :  Symphonic  Band

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

The  Firebird  (Stravinsky)

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Wine  Dark  Sea  (Mackey)

 

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"My  favorite  memory  has  definitely  been

our  international  tour  in  Greece .  That

was  absolutely  incredible  and  I  will

never  forget  that  trip ."

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"My  freshman  year  in  The  Concordia

Band  was  both  exciting  and

overwhelming .  Some  of  the  best

clarinetists  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to

play  with  made  up  the  section  and  their

dedication  and  hard  work  was  both

inspiring  and  intimidating .  I  am  forever

grateful  for  meeting  one  of  my  closest

friends  through  the  section ,  and  I  am

also  proud  of  how  much  that  group  of

musicians  pushed  me  to  grow  as  a

musician  myself .  I  had  many

phenomenal  players  to  look  up  to  and

that  made  my  freshman  year  in  the  band

truly  special ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"Currently  I  am  planning  on  finding  a

job  or  internship  in  any  kind  of

communications  field  that  allows  

me  to  travel ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  will  be  pursuing  a  Ph .D .  in  molecular

and  cellular  pharmacology ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  plan  to  work  in  France  next  year  as  an

English  teaching  assistant  in  the  city  of

Besançon .  After  that ,  I  want  to  pursue  a

master 's  degree  in  French  and

translation ."

David Youngs

Ensemble :  Jazz  I

Instrument :  Trombone

Major :  Communication  Studies

and  Multimedia  Journalism

Alex Brueske

Ensemble :  Symphonic

Band  and  Jazz  II

Instrument :  Euphonium

and  Trombone

Major :  Symphonia



Trumpet

Michael
Roll

Music Composition

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  Band ,  

Jazz  Ensemble

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"I  loved  going  on  tour  with  the  band !"

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  plan  to  get  get  my  master 's  in  music

composition ."

Matt 
StregeMaddie 

Harvala Trombone
Clarinet Healthcare Leadership

and Accounting
Global studies and 
Political Science 

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  Band

Ensemble :  Symphonic  Band ,

Handbell  Choir

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

The  Frozen  Cathedral  (Mackey)

 

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Variations  on  a  Korean  Folk  Song

(Chance)

 

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"My  favorite  part  of  being  in  ensembles

has  been  the  friendships  I  have  found

within  the  groups ."

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"I  have  loved  touring  with  Handbells

because  of  how  amazed  people  are  after

our  concerts .  Sometimes  our  repertoire

is  pretty  challenging  and  it 's  a  feat  that

we  pull  it  all  off ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  will  be  working  at  a  healthcare

consulting  firm  with  the  Revenue  Cycle

Transformation  team  traveling  to

hospitals  around  the  country ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I 'm  not  sure  yet .  I 'm  working  on  

figuring  that  out  at  the  moment !"

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Wine  Dark  Sea  (Mackey)

 

Noah
JohnsonAnna

Weier
Erik 
Porter

Percussion
Flute

Trumpet

Music EducationHeritage and
Museum Studies
and Environmental
Studies

English Writing 
and Mathematics 

Ensemble :  Symphonic  Band

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  Band ,

Percussion  Ensemble ,  Jazz  Ensemble
Ensemble :  The  Concordia  Orchestra

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Love  For  Sale

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Variations  on  a  Korean  Folk  Song

(Chance)

Lincolnshire  Posy  (Grainger)

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Scheherazade  (Rimsky-Korsakov)

 

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"Performing  in  scholarship  weekend

concerts ."

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"Playing  the  student  compositions  this

spring  – it  was  such  a  great  experience

to  collaborate  with  the  composers  and

help  make  the  music  come  to  life !"

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"Being  a  part  of  Dr .  Clausen 's  final

Christmas  Concert  at  Orchestra  Hall  is

something  I 'll  never  forget ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  will  be  teaching  high  school  band  at

Hawley  High  School  in  the  fall ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I 'll  be  finding  opportunities  to  build

my  experience  while  continuing  the  job

search .  My  plan  is  to  eventually  work  in

a  museum  in  the  Twin  Cities  area !"

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  plan  on  starting  graduate  school  in

the  summer ."

Charles Brantner

Ensemble :  

The  Concordia  Band

Instrument :  Trombone

Major :  Psychology

Alison Juntunen

Ensemble :  Symphonic  Band

Instrument :  Flute

Major :  Graphic  Design

Jeremy Mattson

Ensembles :  The  Concordia

Orchestra ,  Handbell  Choir

Instrument :  Cello

Major :  Music  Education

Joseph Christy

Ensemble :  

The  Concordia  Orchestra

Instrument :  Violin

Major :  Music



Jordan
Yatckoske

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  Band ,

Marimba  Choir ,  Percussion

Ensemble

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Concerto  for  Wind  Ensemble  (Bryant)

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"The  first  performance  of  The  Concordia

Band 's  domestic  tour  this  year  where  I

was  able  to  play  in  front  of  many

members  of  my  family  and  was

fortunate  enough  to  solo  with  the

ensemble ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  plan  to  work  as  a  front-end  or  full-

stack  web  developer  after  graduation ."

Ashley
Olson

Allegra
Bentrim

Rebecca
Twait

Cameron
Jenson

Sophie
Stubbs

Trumpet

Horn Violin Clarinet

Music EducationNeurochemistry (ACS)
Mathematics 
and Music

 Mathematics and 
Applied Physics

Cello Performance

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  OrchestraEnsemble :  The  Concordia  Band ,

The  Concordia  Orchestra

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  Band ,

The  Concordia  Orchestra

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  BandEnsemble :  The  Concordia  Orchestra

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

The  Wild  Goose  (George)

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Scheherazade  (Rimsky-Korsakov)

 

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Symphonic  Metamorphosis  (Hindemith)

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Legacy  (Cravens)
Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

The  Wild  Goose  (George)

 

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"My  first  tour  with  The  Concordia

Orchestra  was  a  golden  time !  I  was  new

to  the  state ,  so  I  enjoyed  seeing  more  of

Minnesota  as  we  traveled ,  and  I  formed

strong  relationships  with  other

musicians  who  welcomed  me  into  the

ensemble  that  shaped  my  experience  at

Concordia ."

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"Tours  and  watching  the  ensemble

community  grow  throughout  the  year ."

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"My  favorite  memories  from  my  time  in

The  Concordia  Band  have  been

performances  dedicated  to  a  specific

person  or  family  in  the  audience .  It  can

be  easy  to  overlook  the  impact  that  our

music  has  on  other  people  because  our

musical  goals  and  motivations  are  often

personal  or  aligned  with  those  of  the

ensemble .  These  experiences  remind  us

of  the  power  our  music  has ,  and  that  it

is  not  only  for  our  benefit ."

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"There  are  too  many  to  choose  from !  My

most  recent  – being  able  to  solo  with  all

of  my  peers  at  the  Senior  Honors

Concert .  My  favorite  part  was  actually

after  I  played ,  when  I  was  able  to  sit  in

the  audience  and  watch  them  perform

Stravinsky 's  Firebird .  Seeing  the

ensemble  I  knew  so  well  from  an

audience  perspective  – knowing  each

player  and  seeing  them  smile  or  glance

at  each  other  – was  so  emotional  for

me ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  am  planning  to  be  a  ski  patrol  in  the

Canadian  Rockies  next  year  while  I  take

the  MCAT  and  apply  to  medical  school .

Long  term  as  a  physician ,  I  hope  to  bring

reproductive  healthcare  and  education

to  women  and  girls  all  over  the  world ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"Find  a  job  and  an  ensemble  to  play  in ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"My  plan  is  to  pursue  a  career  in  data

analytics  in  the  state  of  Washington ,  but

my  long-term  goal  is  to  become  a  high

school  math  teacher ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  will  be  pursuing  a  master 's  degree  in

Performance  and  Pedagogy  at  the

University  of  Colorado  Boulder ,  studying

with  David  Requiro ."

Percussion

Computer Science 

Cello

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"Playing  at  the  MMEA  Midwinter  Clinic

on  our  2018  Band  Tour !"

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"Get  a  band  teaching  job !"

Elias Simonson

Ensemble :  Jazz  I

Instrument :  Guitar

Major :  Marketing

Blake Scheib

Ensemble :  

The  Concordia  Orchestra

Instrument :  Viola

Major :  Art  History  and  

Heritage  and  Museum  Studies



Clarinet

Connor
Wieland

Mathematical 
Finance

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  Band

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Grace  Before  Sleep  (LaBarr)

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"My  favorite  memory  has  always  been

singing  the  Lutkin  after  every  tour

concert ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  will  be  moving  to  Atlanta ,  Ga . ,  where  I

secured  a  full-time  job  as  a  financial

analyst !"

Kenneth
Hoversten

Sarah
Anderson 

Claire 
Clarke

Emily
Stevenson

Clarinet and 
Bassoon

Oboe and 
English Horn

Vocal PerformanceEnglish Writing 

Nursing and Spanish

Ensembles :  The  Concordia  Choir ,

Symphonia

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  Band

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  Band ,

The  Concordia  Orchestra

Ensemble :  Symphonic  Band ,

Symphonia

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Piano  Concerto  No .  3  (Rachmaninoff)

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :

The  Wild  Goose  (George) 

Concerto  for  Wind  Ensemble  (Bryant)

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Scheherazade  (Rimsky-Korsakov)

 

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

One  Life  Beautiful  (Giroux)

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"The  Concordia  Alumni  Choir ,

Homecoming  2019 ."

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"As  the  media  chair  for  2019-2020 ,  I 've

loved  getting  to  document  our  year .

Some  of  my  favorite  everyday  moments

include  the  times  I  ask  people  to  take

their  photo  and  then  I  see  them  light

up ,  grab  their  friends ,  and  hold  up  their

instruments .  I  love  seeing  how  proud

the  band  members  are  of  being  who

they  are  and  what  they  do ."

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"My  favorite  experiences  have  all

revolved  around  meeting  so  many

wonderful  people !  Meeting  my  best

friend  in  my  freshman  year  clarinet

section  was  awesome ,  and  getting  to

know  and  hang  out  with  my  amazing

bassoon  section  this  year  has  been

such  a  blast !  I 'm  so  thankful  for  all  of

the  wonderful  people  I 've  met  in

ensembles !"

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"I  loved  making  music  with  my

ensembles  and  I  will  forever  cherish  the

friendships  I  made  through  them ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"Master 's  of  music  in  voice  performance

at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  Madison ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  plan  to  get  a  full-time  job  as  a

copywriter  or  marketer  and  then  be  an

assistant  wedding  coordinator .

Eventually ,  I  hope  to  become  a  full

wedding  planner  and  own  my  own

business  doing  so ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"Working  and  pursuing  a  master 's  in

applied  behavior  analysis ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"Working  in  the  ICU  as  a  RN  at  Sanford

Health  in  Fargo ."

Music and 
Psychology

Erik
Wicklund

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"The  fun  pops  concerts  that  we  put  on

freshman  through  junior  year  with  Mrs .

Capistran .  Specifically  making  a  cool

video  compilation  of  movie  scenes  to  go

along  with  our  'Lord  of  the  Rings '  piece ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"Teaching  middle  or  high  school  

social  studies ."

TromboneCello

Social Studies 
Education

Ensemble :  Symphonia

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Lord  of  the  Rings  (Shore)

Voice, Piano, 
String Bass

Kade Davidson

Ensemble :  Jazz  I

Instrument :  Trombone

Major :  Music  Education

Matthew Clarke

Ensemble :  

The  Concordia  Orchestra

Instrument :  Cello  and  Organ

Major :  Music  Education

Mitch Ogren

Ensembles :  Symphonic  Band

Instrument :  Euphonium

Major :  Healthcare

Administration

Sara Villalobos

Ensembles :  Symphonic  Band

Instrument :  Bari  Sax

Major :  Political  Science



Music

Homepage
E-newsletter

Sign-up

Flute and Piccolo Violin

Anna
Swanson

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

House  Plants  in  Terracotta  Pots

(Magnuson)

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"I  have  loved  playing  in  both  the  band

and  orchestra  at  Concordia .  I  have

made  so  many  wonderful  friends  and

have  had  the  opportunity  to  play  a

variety  of  music .  I  love  seeing  the  faces

of  the  audience  members  at  the  variety

of  music  we  play .  From  'Pictures  at  an

Exhibition '  in  orchestra ,  to  singing  'The

Lord  Bless  You  and  Keep  You '  in  band ,  I

have  enjoyed  having  the  opportunities

to  perform  such  wonderful  music  with

wonderful  people  in  front  of  wonderful

audiences !"

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  have  accepted  a  full-time  job  at

Luther  Hall  in  Fargo ,  N .D . ,  and  will  be

working  there  as  a  behavioral  health

specialist ."

Want to know more about
music at Concordia? See
our website .

 

Share this page with others
who you think would like to
receive this newsletter !
 

Ian 
Kruse

Ensemble :  The  Concordia  Band ,

The  Concordia  Orchestra
Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

"Almost  everything  I  have  had  the

opportunity  to  play ."

 

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"Its  so  hard  to  pick  one  single

experience  with  this  group .  Especially

having  the  opportunity  to  work  with  two

different  conductors  over  the  course  of

my  college  career .  I  honestly  can 't

choose  between  the  Two  Orchestra

Concert  experience  as  the  opportunity

to  perform  in  Professor  Jane  Capistran 's

last  concert  as  conductor  of  Symphonia ,

or  our  first  concert  with  Dr .  Shauna

Pickens  this  fall ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"Currently  my  plans  for  after  graduation

are  to  find  a  job  teaching  social  studies

to  students  at  between  7th  and  

10th  grade ."

Katriana
Mehlaff

Ensembles :  The  Concordia  Band ,

The  Concordia  Orchestra

Favorite  Piece  played  at  Concordia :  

Make  Our  Garden  Grow  (Bernstein)

Favorite  Concordia  Ensemble  Memory :

"Being  able  to  travel  and  perform  with

The  Concordia  Orchestra  on  our  tour  

to  Greece ."

After-Graduation  Plans :  

"I  will  be  moving  the  Grand  Marais

Minn . ,  to  be  the  director  of  operations  at

my  family  hotel ."

Ensemble :  Symphonia

Oboe and 
English Horn

Music and 
Social Work Business Management

and Marketing

Social Studies
Education

Congratulations
 Class of 2020!

https://www.concordiacollege.edu/music/
https://www.concordiacollege.edu/music/
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