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Concordia recently announced three
changes to be implemented in Fall
2021: the launch of a new pricing
structure for tuition, a change to its
academic framework by establishing a
schools model within the college, and
the introduction of the Cobber Flex
Year.

Campus Update 2021

Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for
annual tuition will be $27,500, which is
more than $15,000 lower than current
tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The
change in the college’s pricing model
will benefit continuing students as well.
Historically, students have seen an
average annual tuition increase of 4% or
about $1,700 annually. 



In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for
2022-23 and 2023-24. 

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic
reorganization to clearly name three schools. Under the new academic
model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the School
of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of
Business to encompass all areas of the college. The new schools model
resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connell is serving
as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of
the School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join
Christopher Mason, who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business
in January 2020. 

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option
offers current students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free
semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation date. The Cobber
Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the
pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling.

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the
vitality of our faith and learning mission. In March 2020, as the realities of
COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance learning.
Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester.
In-person instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to
academic and campus life. Each teaching space was measured to determine
appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces when
necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and
virtual learning attendance was available for those who could not meet in-
person.



Dara Deines
My significant other and I purchased a house
in our hometown of Glendive, MT. We both
started new jobs, him as a Civil Engineering
Tech and myself as a Community 
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Patrick McGuire
Alyson (Kasemodel) and I welcomed baby
Ruth Elizabeth into our home on October
27th! Patrick will leave his 6-12 Choir Teacher
job and become the Director of Music at Sts.
Anne & Joachim Catholic Church in June.

Alyson (Kasmodel) McGuire
New addition to the family--Ruth Elizabeth!
Born October 27, 2020.

Development Specialist doing Economic Development in the
southeast region of Montana. We continue to grow our little fur
family and have added our cat Luna to the mix.



Molly Lee
Hi fellow class of 2016! This past year in 2020, I
graduated with my master’s degree in Computer
Science from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
in August, moved to Edina, MN, and started
working as a Technology Analyst at Accenture
remotely out of the downtown Minneapolis, MN,
office in October, and got engaged on Christmas!
2020 has been an eventful year! Hope you all have
a wonderful 2021! :)

Rachel (Goertzen) Wiens
This past September I started Physician Assistant (PA) school at the
University of Manitoba. Beginning PA school in the midst of a
pandemic has brought on a whole new set of challenges, but I am
grateful to be learning medicine through such an incredible
program!

Laurel DiSera
Laurel is working on her PhD at Columbia
University studying Climate Science and Climate-
Societal Impacts. She is currently conducting
research at the International Research Institute
for Climate and Society, which is part of the Earth
Institute at Columbia University, specifically
studying how the interference of climate
phenomena impact rainfall across the globe.
Laurel also adopted a dog, Perrie(she/her), in May
and has loved every moment of being a Dog
Mom.

Nicole Schmiedt
Amidst unimaginable circumstances, I completed my Doctorate of
Optometry degree from Indiana University, moved to Saint Paul,
and began practicing as an optometrist during a pandemic. My
partner, Jason Neumann (2016 graduate), and I have enjoyed
settling into life in the Twin Cities and reuniting (albeit virtually)
with oldfriends and Cobbers.



Alyssa (Bergstrom) Clarity
2020 was a year of planning and preparation to start a new small
business in 2021! While at first, it seemed like all was going
according to plan, the pandemic had its way of shaking things up.
Regardless, Align Chiropractic & Wellness Center officially opened
Jan 4th, 2021! Opening a clinic in the middle of a pandemic may
not have been the most ideal situation, but I am so thankful to
have been successful in the first few weeks, and owe it all to the
love and support from my family and community.

Jordan Degerness
My wife Kira and I moved from Rochester, MN
back to Moorhead in 2019, and we have been
back here for about 1 1/2 years now. We have
been fortunate to have been minimally impacted
by the pandemic, as she has been a music
teacher at Horizon Middle School and I have been
a courier at FedEx Express. As part of my job, I
have had the immense privilege of delivering several shipments
of Covid-19 vaccines throughout the FM area in the last couple
months. It's thrilling to know I am playing a part in distributing
this vaccine that will save countless lives and get us back to our
normal routines soon. In March 2020, we adopted our newest
furry friend, Tika, who along with her brother Milo have brought
us great joy and have been steadfast companions. We look
forward to returning to singing with the Fargo-Moorhead Choral
Artists soon, as well as enjoying the many concerts Concordia
presents every year!

Alexandra Buck
I have been working as an epidemiologist on the COVID-19
Response with the Fairfax County Health Department, located in
the Northern Virginia suburbs of Washington D.C. I respond to
community outbreaks by collecting and analyzing data, providing
infection prevention and control recommendations, and reporting
to the Virginia Department of Health.



Wesley (Wes) Kimball
After teaching for two years in Spring Grove,
MN, I left teaching to attend Wartburg
Theological Seminary following the call to be a
Lutheran pastor. After discovering that the
minimum wage in IA is nowhere near livable, I
returned to the FM area to teach at Oak Grove
by day while continuing my seminary education
by night. After this school year, I only have one
year left of classes and then will have a one year internship before
graduating. At the same time, after 2 years of dating long distance,
I proposed to Erica Floding (class of ‘17). We’re currently in the
midst of wedding planning, and are looking forward to our
wedding this October.

Victoria (Lien) Huseby
Ryan and I got married on February 29th, 2020 -
thankfully, we were able to have the wedding
we originally planned before COVID-19 changed
everything. We continue to live in Pelican
Rapids, MN. Ryan works in town and volunteers
on the fire department while I commute to
Fargo to work as an Outpatient Clinical
Registered Dietitian for Sanford. We have both
remained busy with work this past year and
have been enjoying the  extra time forced
together during our first year of marriage with
everything being cancelled or postponed.



Join the Concordia Book Club!
Connect with fellow Cobber alumni,
faculty/staff, current students, and
current/former parents to read and discuss a
variety of fiction novels. To join the group
search Concordia College Fiction Book Club .

Host a Corn Feed in your area!
Gather area alumni to strengthen
relationships between alumni, parents,
and students. Reach out to Marah Moy at
mmoy@cord.edu if you are interested in
hosting. Costs up to $200 are reimbursed.

Little Niblet T-shirt
Concordia celebrates the birth of future Cobbers!
If you have a new addition (ages 0-2) to your
family, we will send you a free "Little Niblet" 18-
month T-shirt. Request one at Concordia
College.edu/ClassNotes

Homecoming 2021
Make plans to attend Homecoming Oct. 1-3. 

Watch our website for updates.
ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming

 



 More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and 

 During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for

 This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources they need             

 This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of this         

  In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry.

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward while
supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include:

        support to help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every
        one of our students.

        food, transportation, and other critical needs.

        to compete despite COVID-19.

        Concordia tradition and our student musicians.

 
Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “CobbersGive” Fund-

the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with your
passions. The class of 2016 can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers!

Together we are preparing Cobbers to lead and serve in a world that needs
them. During the challenges of COVID-19, your generosity is 

needed more than ever. 
 

Learn more or give early at ConcordiaCollege.edu/cobbersgive
 

GIVING UPDATE



Charles Aus
Kai Tai Ding

Tyler Guertin
Chao Huang

Jarret Johnson

HELP US LOCATE

If you know any of the 2016 graduates below, please ask them to update their
information by going to concordiacollege.edu/classnotes or 

email alumni@cord.edu. 
We would love to update their records.

Aryn Ladd
Zachary Lipp
Kaia Nygord
Jordyn Olson

 Alumni can send in life updates throughout the year. 
Go to: www.ConcordiaCollege.edu/ClassNotes



2020 Sent Forth Award Recipients

                   

                        Cmdr. Brian Kesselring '00
 

                   
                         Tara (Stueber) Wilson '06

 
 

                     

 
 

ALUMNI AWARDS
 



2020 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

                           Robert Johnson '71

                   
                           Karen (Quanbeck) Grandstrand  '77

 
 

                           Rachel (Nelson) Hollstadt '70

 
 

                           Dr. Bennett Larson '63

 
 

To read the bios of the 2020 AAA and Sent Forth Award Recipients or if you
 would like to nominate a deserving Alum, please go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/AlumniAwards


