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Happy Summer Class of 2008! 

I hope this letter finds you well.  It was wonderful to catch up with many of you at our 
reunion during Homecoming 2018! So much is familiar on campus that it truly does feel 
like coming back home, but it was so much fun to see changes and updates that have 
been made the past few years. Some of these specifically include: 

  Music 

-Dr. René Clausen announced that he will retire following the 2019-20 academic year, 
concluding his service as professor of music and conductor of The Concordia Choir.  
Clausen is a leader in choral music as both a conductor and a composer. He is the 
artistic director of the Concordia Christmas Concerts. In addition to composing 
arrangements and original pieces for Concordia ensembles, he has written dozens of 
commissioned compositions including “MEMORIAL” and “Crying for a Dream” for the 
American Choral Directors Association. Clausen was also commissioned by Concordia 
to create a major work in observance of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. The 
work is titled “The Passion of Jesus Christ” and premiered at Orchestra Hall in 2017.  
President William Craft noted in an announcement to the Concordia community that 
throughout his work at the college Clausen has lived the mission of The Concordia 
Choir “to uphold a sacred choral tradition through the uncompromising and unrelenting 
collaborative pursuit of musical integrity and spiritual expression.”  

-The Concordia Choir completed a highly successful tour through the Pacific Northwest 
in March. The tour featured concerts in Washington, Oregon, Montana, North Dakota, 
and Minnesota. The Choir also had engagements with ten high school choirs, as well as 
The Choir of the West at Pacific Lutheran University and a collaboration concert with 
The Singers – Minnesota Choral Artists at the Ordway in St. Paul. Work is now being 
done to plan the Choir’s 2020 tour to the Southeast United States. Updates and more 
information can be found at www.TheConcordiaChoir.org. 

-The Concordia Orchestra completed a very successful fall domestic tour with 
performances in Appleton, Wausau and Chippewa Falls in Wisconsin and Roseville, 
Sartell and Brainerd in Minnesota.  Repertoire included Symphony No. 3 by Florence 
Price, Scheherazade by Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov and Concerto for Trombone by Jim 
Pugh, which featured Concordia Professor of Low Brass Dr. Nathaniel Dickey on 
trombone.  Also joining the tour was guest conductor Christoph Rehli-Fankhauser, 
professor of conducting at the Lucerne University of Music in Switzerland. 

-The Concordia Band was invited to perform at both the Minnesota Music Educators 
Association Mid-Winter Clinic in Minneapolis and the North Dakota Music Educators 
Association Conference in Bismarck.  In addition, the band was also invited to be the 

http://www.theconcordiachoir.org/


featured collegiate band at the Westman Honour Band concert at Brandon University in 
Brandon, Manitoba.  As part of their annual domestic tour, the band performed a joint 
concert with the Encore Wind Ensemble in St. Paul, MN as well as concerts in St. 
Anthony Village, Albany and Staples-Motley, all in Minnesota.  The band is in the 
beginning stages of planning their international tour to Spain in May of 2020. 

Cobber Athletics 

- In the spring of 2018, Concordia had only one team – women’s basketball – with a 
female head coach.  Fast forward one year, and with the hiring of new volleyball head 
coach Faith Dooley, the Cobbers now have 5 additional female head coaches 
mentoring student/athletes. Dooley, who was an All-American at the University of North 
Dakota, joins women’s golf head coach Kari Weidner-Ceniceros, Maureen Greiner of 
women’s hockey, Rebecca O’Shurak from women’s soccer and NDSU All-American 
Laura Januszewski who coaches both the men’s and women’s cross country teams. 
The rise of female head coaches was recognized by University of Minnesota’s Tucker 
Center for Research on Girls and Women in Sport in their 2018-19 coaching report card 
that cited Concordia as the top college in the MIAC for the increase in female head 
coaches over the past year.  
 
- Concordia men’s track and field junior Matt Bye, Moorhead, won the heptathlon at this 
winter’s MIAC Indoor Championship Meet and went on to finish 11th in the event at the 
NCAA National Indoor Meet held in Boston, Mass. Bye won the MIAC title with the 
second highest point total in school history. 
 
- The Cobber men’s hockey team earned its seventh consecutive berth in the MIAC 
playoffs this season. Concordia finished conference play with nine league wins which 
was the most since the 2013 season. Sophomore forward Tyler Bossert, Fargo, led the 
MIAC in scoring and went on to earn All-American Second Team honors to become the 
ninth All-American in program history.        

 New Hires 

-Concordia added two critical new leaders in the Career Center this year.  Kris Olson 
joined the College as the new Director of the Career Center in October 2018.  Jill 
Wenger, a Barnesville native, was hired in the role of Assistant Director of the Career 
Center in March 2019.   

Kris began her career in Higher Education spent several years in Higher Education at 
NDSU and Concordia before making a career switch.  She began working for Cargill, 
Inc as a Corporate Training Consultant, Training Curriculum Specialist, a Member of a 
Global Realignment Team, and a Recruiting Manager.  Following her time at Cargill, 
Kris founded her own consulting business.  Kris is an experienced professional with 
over 30 years of progressive experience in Higher Education, Corporate Business and 
Consulting. 



Jill is an experienced professional with progressive experience within the City of 
Moorhead ranging from City Clerk, Assistant City Manager, and most recently, Human 
Resource Director. Jill brings great insight into public service, the local Fargo-Moorhead 
area, the Restorative Justice process, and recruitment best practices.   
  
-Katie Nystuen was hired as our Health Services Coordinator this year.  Part of her role 
is to guide students in making choices regarding their healthcare needs, and connecting 
them to the many quality providers in our community. Though direct care is not the 
focus of the Health Services Office, she is First Aid, CPR and AED certified, and can 
assist with triage and referral to an appropriate medical facility should an urgent 
situation arise, as can our Public Safety Office.  One of her goals is to be more 
proactive and holistic regarding health and wellness programming on campus.   
 
-Dallas Fossum joined Concordia as the new Director for Facilities Management in 
March. Dallas is an experienced director of facilities management and has, with his 
teams, completed more than $50 million in renovations, new constructions, 
infrastructure, and deferred maintenance. 
 
-Dr. Jill Abbott has been appointed Deputy to the President at Concordia College, 
effective June 3, 2019.  Dr. Abbott holds a bachelor’s degree in literature/language arts 
education, a master’s in counseling and human resource development, and a doctorate 
in educational administration.  She currently serves as the associate vice president of 
academics at Minnesota State Community and Technical College.   Dr. Abbott will serve 
as a member of the college cabinet and will continue the good work of her predecessor 
Tracey Moorhead as liaison to our Board of Regents.  As Deputy to the President, she 
will work with me to ensure the fulfillment of the new college plan following its 
affirmation by the Board of Regents, to represent the college in building strong local and 
regional partnerships for mutual success, and to position Concordia as mission driven 
institution of national significance.  

 

The Concordia Annual Fund allows the college to meet emerging needs, explore new 
opportunities and respond to unexpected challenges. The gift you give today supports 
work of the college immediately, funding areas of scholarships and financial aid, 
academic programs, institutional operations and student services.  
 
This past year, our class had 7.53% participation and gave $3,127.24. Since 
graduation, our class has given $30,713.27 in outright gifts. THANK YOU! 

 

 

 



I know that it has been a busy year for our class; here are a few of your updates: 

Jenna (Zirbel) Botwinski celebrated her marriage to Sam Botwinski on October 5, 2018. 

Liz (Carlson) Eisert started a position as Vice President Contact Center Communications at 
U.S. Bank in February 2019. She has also received her Certificate in Strategic Communication 
form Purdue University.  

Andrea Graham has spent the last four years in Minneapolis making magic happen at Surly 
Brewing Company. Many of you have probably attended the parties, fundraisers, and concerts 
she throws in partnership with local groups like First Avenue, Minnesota United, and Twin Cities 
Pride to name a few. Andrea was recently honored as part of the Minneapolis St. Paul Business 
Journal/s 40 Under 40 Class of 2019. 

Jackie (Hildahl) Klefsaas welcomed a baby boy, Harrison Glen, on April 25, 2019. She has 
also received her Master of Arts in Education from Augustana University.  

Tom Suchanek began a new position as a Sr HR Systems Analyst at the University of MN. 

Brandi (Doll) Trapp welcomed a baby boy, Jonathan, on December 18, 2018. 

Steve Turnbull began a position as the Executive Admin Assistant at The Raptor Center- 
University of MN, Twin Cities in October 2018. 

Julie (Knight) Vagle is now the Director of Children & Family Ministries at Trinity Lutheran in 
Long Lake, MN. 

 

Again, I am so glad that we could celebrate 10 years as Concordia Alumni this past 
year. The class of 2008 has a lot to be proud of, and I am confident that we will continue 
to positively influence the affairs of the world. 

 

Wishing you all the best!  Soli deo Gloria! 

 

Amanda Suchanek 

amandajill@gmail.com 

 

 


