
Dear Class of 2007 Cobbers, 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your family happy and healthy. WOW, what a crazy year it has been, I am 
sure we have all gone through some difficult situations that COVID has caused. I hope that you found 
some sort of peace, newness and love in this weird year.  

Concordia was still moving and grooving with health precautions in place. I am grateful we did not have 
to go through this during our college years; it was a joy to be with fellow Cobbers! Hey, did you know 
that the first Friday of the month is Cobber Pride day? So, wear your Cobber Gear and tag #cobberpride 
on your social media platforms…. Mark it on your calendar!  

Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021: the launch of a new 
pricing structure for tuition, a change to its academic framework by establishing a schools model within 
the college, and the introduction of the Cobber Flex Year. 

Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than $15,000 lower 
than current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in the college’s pricing model will benefit 
continuing students as well. Historically, students have seen an average annual tuition increase of 4% or 
about $1,700 annually. In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for 
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for 2022-23 and 2023-24. 

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization to clearly name three 
schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the 
School of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of Business to encompass all 
areas of the college. The new schools model resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George 
Connell is serving as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of the School 
of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join Christopher Mason, who was appointed 
dean of the Offutt School of Business in January 2020. 

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option offers current students and 
those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation 
date. The Cobber Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the 
pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling. 

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the vitality of our faith and learning 
mission. In March 2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to 
distance learning. Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester. In-person 
instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to academic and campus life. Each 
teaching space was measured to determine appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger 
spaces when necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and virtual learning 
attendance was available for those who could not meet in-person. 

There are so many amazing updates from our year! 

 

  



• Joanna Berringerm is living in the beautiful mountains of British Columbia, Canada! They 
welcomed their daughter Felicity in the fall of 2019 and have spent a lot of time playing outside 
with her! She works as a primary school teacher at Waldorf School in Whistler, BC. Her husband, 
Eddie, is an engineer and business owner who designs passive homes! 

 

• Colleen Mahin- First Life update since graduation in 2007! I was able to visit campus for the first 
time since ‘07 and watch Dr. Clausen direct his last Christmas Concert in December of last year 
and am so very grateful! This is my 14th year teaching and 6th year at Normandale French 
Immersion Elementary School. I work with students from underrepresented populations in 
grades 1-5 on critical and creative thinking skills in French. I also teach accelerated English 
Language Arts to 4th and 5th grade students. The picture attached shows one of my groups 
singing a parody song about the Three Little Pigs. We were studying questioning techniques 
through Blooms Taxonomy. I just bought my first home in St. Louis Park, MN this fall and can't 
wait to start my vegetable and perennial gardens come spring. Prior to the pandemic, I was 
singing in a small group ensemble at Colonial Church in Edina and sharpening my vocal chops in 
Jazz performance workshops. I had also been leading a program at my school bringing groups of 
5th grade students overseas to Bordeaux to experience a homestay with a French Family. I have 
continued my passions camping, hot yoga and have most recently learned acroyoga and 
bouldering. Greetings to my fellow Cobbers and especially to all the music dept. folks! 

 

• Coley (Nicole) Ramage (Nelson) - My husband & I just married in March 2020, 
#quarantinewedding after 8 years together and we both live & work out in the oil Bakken region 
of western ND. I am a senior truck/LACT coordinator at the crude oil transloading facility we 
both work at. We live near our work with our 2 Border Collies and travel whenever we can. We 



have a home near Pelican Lake in the Detroit Lakes, MN area and get home to see family as 
often as we can. The company I work for, Global Companies, assists with my tuition as I work 
towards a second degree in accounting online while I work full time. We feel blessed to have 
secure jobs and healthy lives during this past year. 

 

Giving Update 

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward while 
supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include: 

•         More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and support to help make 
sure a Concordia education is possible for every one of our students. 

•         During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for food, 
transportation, and other critical needs. 

•         This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources they need to 
compete despite COVID-19. 

•         This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of this 
Concordia tradition and our student musicians. 

•         In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry. 

Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “CobbersGive” Fund-
the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with your passions. The 
class of 2007 can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers! 

We hope that the rest of 2021 is awesome!! This year, I have started pondering the mission of Concordia 
and trying to be the person that Concordia wants to send off… Do you remember the mission? Hehe 
“The purpose of Concordia College is to influence the affairs of the world by sending into society 
thoughtful and informed men and women dedicated to the Christian life.” I have been thinking of my 
world… I am not some person making huge differences in this world, the United States, even MN…but I 
can make a difference with my family and my small community. Just thought I would share my thoughts 
and would love for you to think too…. 

Many blessings to you and your family! 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Guzman (Cobb) and  

Dawn Damschen (Livingston) 


