
Hey Class of 2006!

In these unprecedented times… (that’s how we start emails during COVID-19, right?).

I’m here to talk about something other than the pandemic, actually! It’s time to share all the
things that have been happening for our class! (Besides homeschooling kids, baking a bunch of
sourdough and zooming all day.)

HOMECOMING

First of all… prepare to feel old (does your back hurt, too?)... this year we celebrate our FIFTEEN
year reunion. 👀

It’s been a decade and a half since we all ate together in DS, back when it was still in the
basement. (Have you been to campus since then? DS is now called Anderson Commons and it’s
airy and bright and has a fireplace and a patio. 😮 The old downstairs DS is now called The
Maize, and it’s already had a facelift twice since we’ve been on campus. It’s beautiful. And kids
these days say Maize fries are life changing.)

Anyway, Homecoming 2021 plans are beginning and the reunion team would love your input. If
you have an idea or if you WANT TO HELP PLAN THE REUNION, just email alumni@cord.edu and
they’ll take note!

Homecoming is scheduled for October 1 – 3, 2021. Mark your calendars!

SHARE YOUR NEWS

If you have done something awesome (like had a baby, moved to a new place, scored a new job,
won an award, got a new degree, learned a TikTok dance, changed your email address, etc…)
please send the Alumni Relations Office a note
(https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/class-notes/) so we can all read about what cool
thing you did in the next letter!

And if you have photos 📸, send them to classnotes@cord.edu and you might even see them
show up in a future magazine! (Wait… you don’t get the magazine? Well, friend, then the
Alumni office doesn’t have your address. Click on that Class Notes link above and get that
updated!)

Class Updates

Katie (Ledin) Harwood and husband Dan welcomed their 3rd child, Tate John Harwood on
December 1st. Big brother Eli (8), big sister Lynnea (4), and big fur siblings Zeke and Milo
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welcomed their brother home in Stanley, North Dakota. Katie is currently teaching English at
Stanley High School and head coach of the Speech team, and Dan is a parts salesman for Case.

Derek Holt and his family moved into a new home in Alexandria in early 2020. Derek and his
wife both started with new companies as well. Derek works for Bell Bank as Vice President
Commercial Banker and she works for WELL & Company as Marketing Officer and Clinic
Coordinator. From Derek: “Although 2020 certainly has provided challenges for all of us, we are
thankful to have learned from them and are excited to see what 2021 brings!”

Keith Eckhoff is an Instructional Coach and Q-Comp Coordinator for Detroit Lakes Public
Schools. He coaches football, basketball, and golf. Cami (Hendrickson, '08) Eckhoff has worked
from home being a health and wellness coach and raising our four boys: Tyson-10, Bennett-8,
Graham-6, and Miles-4. As a family we enjoy spending time at the family cabin, biking, and
playing sports. We live in Detroit Lakes, MN.

Rachel (Larsen) Grimsrud and her husband welcomed their daughter, Astrid Anne, in July of
2019! I left my teaching job with the Boise School District at the end of the 2018-2019 school
year to be a full time stay at home mom, but I decided I couldn't leave teaching completely. I
now own a thriving private flute studio which is filled to capacity!

On a snowy Saturday in October, Kari M. (Steen) married Luis del Rio (10/24/20) in the middle
of a pandemic. Originally scheduled for a Minnesota ceremony and reception, due to the
increasing social distancing requirements due to COVID-19, the event was rescheduled over to
Bonanzaville in North Dakota and shrank the original wedding party and guest list of 140 down
to the legally permitted 50 person gathering size. If those trials weren't enough challenge to get
the celebrations off the ground, the first official snow of the season came through on the
morning of the wedding. Love was celebrated, proper pandemic protocols were followed, and
NOT ONE of the wedding attendees nor any of the wedding party contracted the coronavirus!
Praise God for keeping everyone healthy and safe to celebrate light during dark times.

Stephanie (Tinjum) Fong had a son, Peyton James Fong, born on September 6, 2019 in
Dickinson, ND. He joins older sister Sydney and older brother Parker.

Steve Mollick earned a masters degree in Music Education from the University of South Dakota.

Greta (Lee) and Matt Ruryk had a covid safe wedding with our parents and a mountain view in
the Canadian Rockies. We welcomed our wonderful daughter Leela Clara in November.

Kendra (Lee) Willard and husband continue to work at Auburn University. He's the head
groundskeeper for Jordan-Hare Stadium, while I'm an Assistant Director of Athletics
Communications. My primary responsibilities are handling all communications/media
relations/social media efforts for the gymnastics team and the national champion equestrian
team. In addition, I'm the editor for three major publications through the Department of
Athletics - Auburn Football Yearbook, Auburn Football Weekly Digital Game Program, Tiger Roar



Magazine (a quarterly magazine sent to athletics donors). Even though COVID has handed out
many challenges in our professions, we are blessed to be working in the Southeastern
Conference and have been able to still successfully run athletic events during the 2020-21
season.

LOST LIST

This is a list of our classmates that the Alumni Office has lost touch with. If you happen to be
friends with any of them, please encourage them to update their information at
cord.edu/classnotes.

Benson, Lindsay T.

Bjerken, Kristen L.

Bruggeman, Tamara L.

Cline, Tamunosaki H.

Crouch, Alison E.

Emmel, Anna M.

Gaukerud, Anna L.

Gniewitz, Anne

Hanson, Amanda M.

Hanson, Natalie D.

Harris, Jessica L.

Hauff, Rebecca R.

Hilde, Amy L.

Johnson, Jenna J.

Johnson, Jesse B.

Kiewel, Nicole A.

Kuschel, Jeanine R.

Larson, Brianna D.

Lewis, Jonathan K.

Lincoln, Brittanee D.

Linnertz, Connie J.

Lybeck, Ann M.

Milander, Alisha L.

Moen, Justin M.

Moss, Gregory R.

Mukri, Nazia B.

Murray, Maren K.

Ohman, Meghan M.

Pradhan, Divyashwori



Rogness, Krista L.

Ruthenbeck, Rebecca A.

Saaf, Aimee M.

Sallah, Lynn

Sharma, Avishek

Sharma, Leeza

Shimura, Mizuho

Slevin, Kaia R.

Sorum, Eric J.

Stahl, Martin S.

Sturlaugson, Melanie R.

Suurmeyer, Ellen O.

TenBruggencate, Darin A.

Thompson, Bethany R.

Vaagene, Anne C.

Wahlberg, Susan G.

Warner, Roberta C.

Weinbuch, Sonja

Wojtalewicz, Laura B.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Concordia College Class of 2006 facebook.com/groups/781677758533284/
Concordia College Alumni Twitter @CobberAlumni
Concordia College Young Alumni facebook.com/groups/2057143081235980/
Concordia College Facebook @concordiacollege
Concordia College Instagram @concordia_mn
Concordia College Twitter @Concordia_MN

CAMPUS UPDATES
Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021: the
launch of a new pricing structure for tuition, a change to its academic framework by
establishing a schools model within the college, and the introduction of the Cobber Flex
Year.

Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than
$15,000 lower than current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in the
college’s pricing model will benefit continuing students as well. Historically, students



have seen an average annual tuition increase of 4% or about $1,700 annually. In the
upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for continuing students will
be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for 2022-23 and 2023-24.

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization to
clearly name three schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia introduced the
School of Arts and Sciences and the School of Health Professions. These two new
schools join the Offutt School of Business to encompass all areas of the college. The
new schools model resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connell
is serving as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean
of the School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join
Christopher Mason, who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business in
January 2020.

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option offers
current students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free semesters of study
beyond their anticipated graduation date. The Cobber Flex Year allows students whose
college experience has been affected by the pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in
ways they find most compelling.

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the vitality of our
faith and learning mission. In March 2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept the
nation, Concordia transitioned to distance learning. Concordia was able to transition
back to campus for the fall 2020 semester. In-person instruction and residential living
were offered with modifications to academic and campus life. Each teaching space was
measured to determine appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces
when necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and
virtual learning attendance was available for those who could not meet in-person.

GIVING UPDATE

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward
while supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include:
·         More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and support to
help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every one of our students.
· During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for food,
transportation, and other critical needs.
·         This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources they
need to compete despite COVID-19.



·         This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor
of this Concordia tradition and our student musicians.
·         In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry.

Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “Raise it Up”
Fund-the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with
your passions. The class of 2006 can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers!

Thanks for reading!

Your Class of 2006 Officer,

Laura Caroon


