
Hello Class of 2005!  

I’m already looking forward to seeing many of you at our 15-year reunion in 2020 (mark your calendars 
now!) Since we don’t gather annually, our class letter is a time to catch up and share our updates with 
classmates.  

When I sat down to write our class letter this year, I started thinking a lot about connections. I now have 
more connections with Concordia, than I did when I graduated. In fact, my Cobber connections took me 
all the way to Kenya, Africa at the beginning of this summer.  

In 2011, my sister-in-law, Trina Hall ’98, called and asked if she could give my number to another 
Concordia grad, Habiba Vaghoo ’04. Habiba was moving to Colorado Springs to teach at Colorado 
College and wanted to meet some people in town. Little did she know, that first meet up for coffee in 
2011 would lead to an African adventure seven years later.  

In April 2018, my husband, Jason, Habiba, Habiba’s mother, and I packed our bags and traveled to 
Kenya, Africa. There, we were met by Habiba’s brother (another Cobber!) Imran Vaghoo and his wife, 
Laura. Laura met Imran while working in the Concordia Admissions Department. Laura’s sisters, Andrea 
Nye and Katherine (Nye) Halvorson, are also Cobbers. I felt like our trip was a game of “how many 
Cobber connections do we have?” (the answer was – A LOT!).  

While in Kenya, we had an amazing safari experience in the Maasia Mara; we spent time at Galu Beach 
near Diani, and, in one of our final days in Nairobi, we had an emotional and impactful tour at the 
Heshima Children Center in Nairobi, which provides physical and mental support for children with 
special needs in Kenya. The trip to Kenya changed my life forever – I created memories and friendships 
that will endure time. Looking back, I realize that Concordia College has put into motion so many of my 
biggest life events.  

Concordia is more than a place we went to college, it’s a connection which unites people from all over 
the world and gives us a common bond that can ignite life-long friendships, inspire travels around the 
globe, or simply create a brief hello in Costco when someone spots the Cobber ring. I hope you are also 
finding that even though the number of years since we graduated from Concordia is increasing, your 
connections with Concordia are growing as well.  

I’m pleased that so many of you reached out this year and stayed connected with Concordia and with 
your 2005 classmates! If you have a class update, Concordia and I would LOVE to hear from you! To 
submit your update, visit: cord.edu/classnotes. And without further ado, our most recent class updates 
are: 

Moira Grace Wagner was born to Dr. Meredith (Stromsborg) Wagner ('05) and Dr. Andrew Mark 
Wagner on May 26, 2018. Moira joins big brother Collin. In addition to their new baby, Meredith was 
also awarded tenure and promoted to Associate Professor at Concordia College in May.   

Mandy Iverson is the Director of Alumnae(i) Relations for St. Catherine University. Congratulations on 
your new job, Mandy!  
 
Tyler Olson has been elevated to partner at Fox Rothschild LLP. Tyler advises financial institutions, 
institutional investors, and real estate owners in a wide variety of commercial financing transactions, 
including construction, permanent, mezzanine and conduit loans across all asset classes. 



Diana (Hanson) Bittle and her husband, Sean, of Otsego, MN announce the birth of their baby boy Levi 
Grant Bittle on April 29, 2017. Levi was welcomed home by Sister- Faith (5) and Brother- Myles (3). 

Nicholas Mueller is now the Director of Annual Giving at the Mayo Clinic. He also earned his Master of 
Business Administration from Augsburg College. Congratulations on both achievements, Nicholas.  
 
Jesye Kaiser is now working at BlueCross BlueSheild of Minnesota in Eagan, Mn. Congratulations on your 
new job, Jesye.  
 
Danielle (Smedley) Mullen and her husband, Erik, welcomed their third son, Jaxson, on July 2017. 
Jaxson’s siblings are Parker and Aiden. 
 
Lacey (Neuman) Bissonnette and her husband, Rich, had a baby girl, Cleo, on June 2016. Cleo’s was also 
welcomed by a very proud big sister, Elle.  
 
Kayla (Wald) Howard and her husband, Shane, welcomed a baby girl, Makenna Howard, on April 9, 
2017.  

Not only does our class have a lot going on, but so does Concordia. Here’s a little bit about what’s 
happening on campus this summer: 

Concordia Language Village:  

The summer of 2017 continued a three-year trend of strong enrollment with over 4,580 villagers and 
families attending a Concordia Language Villages’ program.  Registration for the summer of 2018 
continues that upward trend in enrollment, demonstrating the value placed on world language and 
culture education.   

Concordia Language Villages received the largest gift in its history from Simone Corporation and its CEO 
Kenny Park: $5M to support the first phase of construction of the Korean Language Village on Turtle 
River Lake. The gift was given in celebration of 30 years of language and culture at Sup sogŭi Hosu, the 
Korean Language Village.  Additionally, the Language Villages will recognize and celebrate 35 years of 
Sēn Lín Hú, the Chinese Language Village, with a special program prior to International Day on August 
10. 

Music: 

• This May, the Concordia Orchestra spent two weeks on a cultural immersion trip in Greece, 
visiting eight cities and performing several concerts.  

• The 2016 Concordia Christmas Concert “Gather Us In, O Child of Peace” earned a regional Emmy 
award for special event coverage. This is the second time a Concordia Christmas Concert has 
received the Upper Midwest Regional Emmy award.  

• Dr. Rene Clausen was honored with the Weston H. Noble award for Lifetime Achievement at the 
2018 ACDA Central and North Central Conference this year. Clausen is in his 32nd year at 
Concordia College as the conductor of The Concordia Choir.  

 

 



Athletics: 

• Senior Bailey Hovland broke several throwing records this year, winning the MIAC Championship 
and breaking the conference meet record in the hammer throw. Hovland’s hammer mark 
qualified her for the Women’s Track and Field Nationals Meet this spring.  

• Brandon Zylstra ’15 signed a reserve/futures deal with the Minnesota Vikings for the upcoming 
season, after two successful seasons with the Edmonton Eskimos. Zylstra caught 100 passes for 
a league-best 1687 yards in 2017. 

• Head tennis coach Joseph Murrey was named 2018 MIAC Coach of the Year after leading the 
team to the conference postseason for the first time since 2011.  

• Becca O’Shurak has been hired as the first female head coach of women’s soccer. O’Shurak has 
previously served as assistant coach at Youngstown State and Tennessee Tech University.  

• Chad Johnson was named the Bobby Bell College Impact Player of the Year by the Minnesota 
Chapter of the National Football Foundation. He is only the second athlete from the MIAC to 
receive the honor. This honor is in addition to his MIAC All Conference Awards (3 years) and the 
2017 MIAC MVP Award he received earlier this year.  

Other Updates: 

• Concordia has been awarded a $1,000,000 grant from the Andrew Mellon Foundation in honor 
of former Mellon Foundation president Earl Lewis ’78. This grant will be used for faculty 
development, scholarships for diverse students, program support for the Office of Diversity and 
support for the National Book Awards. This grant is in addition to the $800,000 grant from the 
Mellon Foundation the college received earlier this year to support PEAK and diversity initiatives 
across campus.  

• Rachel Schaefer ’18 was named a Fulbright Scholar and will be working at the Universidad 
Nacional de Colombia next year.  

• This past fall, Concordia College launched the RISE Campaign, a comprehensive fundraising 
campaign with a goal of raising $150,000,000 by December 2019. These funds will be used to 
support three pillars of the Concordia experience: integrative learning, inclusive learning, and 
innovative learning. For more information, head to www.riseforconcordia.com  

• The Department of Chemistry celebrated 100 years in early March (Chemistry has been at 
Concordia 102 years, but the event was postponed until the completion of the new Integrated 
Science Center).  The day-long celebration included talks from chemistry alumni from across the 
country, a career networking event for students and a banquet in the evening with Robert 
Homann, Professor Emeritus and Past Dean of the College, as the keynote speaker.   

• Over spring break, 130 students served out the mission of the college all over the country, 
participating in 8 volunteer opportunities including: Habitat for Humanity Trips to Louisiana, 
Florida and the Carolinas, a hurricane relief trip to Dallas, Justice Journey Trips to New Orleans 
and El Paso, and High Impact Leadership Trips to Milwaukee and Pittsburgh.   

 

 

 

http://www.riseforconcordia.com/


Alumni Awards: 

The National Alumni Board voted on the 2018 Alumni Achievement, Sent Forth and Called to Serve 
Awards. To learn more about each award, visit Cord.edu/alumniawards. 

2018 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients  
Charles Beck ’48   Dr. Richard Sibley ‘67 
Darnell Carter ‘75   Claudia Swendseid ‘78 

2018 Sent Forth Recipients 
Dr. Tammy Frisby ’99   Arday Ardayfio ‘02 
 

Fundraising Update: 

Concordia continues to have fundraising success due to generous supporters in each class. In the past 
few years, Concordia has continued to surpass fundraising goals and can create new opportunities for 
students, including the completion of the Integrated Science Center and student scholarships.  
 
This past year, our class had 10.82% participation and gave $16,994.10. Since graduation, our class has 
given $85,212.21 in outright gifts. THANK YOU! 

http://www.cord.edu/alumniawards

