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Take a deep breath. Now, another. 
 
That is how I started our last class letter, and it seems fitting again but for so many different reasons. My 
words fall entirely way too short in attempting to capture the last year. But staying focused on the 
moment and reminding myself to breath have been paramount to making it through and learning what I 
can from the changes in our world. I pray you and your loved ones are healthy and well, as well as that 
your life has been recalibrated in a way that feels manageable and fulfilling.  
 
As I write this letter from my home office – that was once my husband’s “office” (in that there was a 
desk in a room) that I started to use , which I then updated and reorganized a bit, and now painted and 
further organized to make it feel like my space – it’s weird to think about returning to my official office 
at Illinois State University. We are adaptable…if we let ourselves.  
 
That said, I frequently reflect on how people (adults and kids) have adapted and changed, what changes 
will stay, and which are only temporary. I don’t know about you, but if you have kids, I hope the 
increased time for creativity and play stays with them more than the content they consumed on their 
devices (fingers crossed). The videos I’ve found on my phone created by my 5-year-old daughter that 
start with, “Welcome back to my YouTube channel…” are too much for me, but sometimes provide just 
the dose of laughter I need. I look forward to swapping stories and hearing about your dreams the next 
time we meet. Speaking of which…  
 

HOMECOMING: 20ish CLASS REUNION 
 
One of the trips I was looking forward to back in 2020 was returning to campus to celebrate our 20th 
class reunion together. As planning was starting to get serious last spring, the world began shutting 
down. We haven’t returned to official planning yet, as so much can change in the coming months, but 
I’m hopeful there will be safe in-person activities for us to enjoy this fall. And from my understanding, 
our college fashion is no longer retro, it’s trendy. So dush off your Doc Martins, find your wide-leg jeans, 

and be ready to be the envy of the current college students.         
 

SAVE THE DATE: Homecoming 2021, September 30 – October 3. 
 
 

CLASS NOTES 
 

▪ Nikki (Bettcher) Erickson was busy last year! In addition to homeschooling her two kids, reading, 
and trying to find time to be creative and get outside, she was awarded the following honors. 
Congratulations Nikki! 

o 2021 Recipient of the Minnesota State Arts Board Grant Rural Arts Initiative 



o 2020 Recipient of Southwest Minnesota Arts 
Grant – Advanced Individual Artist Award, and 

o 2020 Recipient of Willmar Artists on Main Street 
Grant. 

▪ We lost a classmate, Janet Gallagher, in January of 2020. 
May all those who loved Janet find peace and comfort.  

▪ Casey Marshall was elected shareholder at Minneapolis 
law firm Bassford Remele.  
Casey is a litigator who represents 
corporations and individuals in 
commercial disputes, and 
navigates families, businesses, 
and individuals through trust and estate conflicts. 
Experienced in the litigation process, Casey 
regularly represents clients in shareholder and 
securities disputes, as well as other business-
related claims, in multiple jurisdictions. He 
represents clients in probate, state, federal, and 
appellate courts, recently helping resolve multiple 

proceedings initiated by beneficiaries of trusts and disputes 
between shareholders in closely-held corporations. 
Congratulations Casey! 

▪ Heather (Felsch) & Scott Lyke started a new role as Teaching and Learning 
Specialist in Dover-Eyota, MN. They also co-founded Third Eye Education: 
Influence, Innovate, Inspire. Heather is also writing and publishing: 
heatherlyke.weebly.com. And in the little free time they have, Heather & 
Scott renovated and moved into a condo in downtown Rochester.  

 
I know it’s hard to take the time to complete an update or to think of what to 
share, but we want to hear about what’s going on in your life. I encourage you to 
use our FB page (https://www.facebook.com/ConcordiaCollegeClassOf2000) to 
share updates, prayer requests, and interesting things that happen in your day as 
well as share ideas for our class reunion or funny memes.  
 
 

CAMPUS NEWS 

 
Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021: the launch of a new 
pricing structure for tuition, a change to its academic framework by establishing a school’s model within 
the college, and the introduction of the Cobber Flex Year. 
 
Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than $15,000 lower 
than current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in the college’s pricing model will benefit 
continuing students as well. Historically, students have seen an average annual tuition increase of 4% or 
about $1,700 annually. In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for 
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for 2022-23 and 2023-24. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ConcordiaCollegeClassOf2000


To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization to clearly name three 
schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the 
School of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of Business to encompass all 
areas of the college. The new schools model resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George 
Connell is serving as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of the 
School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join Christopher Mason, who was 
appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business in January 2020. 
 
Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option offers current students and 
those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation 
date. The Cobber Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the 
pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling. 
 
Amid a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the vitality of our faith and learning mission. 
In March 2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance 
learning. Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester. In-person 
instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to academic and campus life. Each 
teaching space was measured to determine appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger 
spaces when necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and virtual learning 
attendance was available for those who could not meet in-person. 
 

GIVING UPDATE 

 
In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward while 
supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include: 

▪ More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and support to help 
make sure a Concordia education is possible for every one of our students. 

▪ During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for food, 
transportation, and other critical needs. 

▪ This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources they need 
to compete despite COVID-19. 

▪ This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of this 
Concordia tradition and our student musicians. 

▪ In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry. 
 
Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “Raise it Up” Fund-the-
Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with your passions. The 
class of 2000 can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers! 
 
 
May love and hope overflow in your days! 
 

Erin 
Erin (Pearce) Thomas 


