
 

 
  June 22, 2018 
 
Dear Class of 1998!   
 
My goodness! Can you believe it?  We are coming up on our 20th Class Reunion this Autumn!  It doesn’t seem 
possible to me that so much time has already passed since our time together on campus.   
 
As you may have noticed, I didn’t send our class letter last year; Taylor Smith, a senior at Concordia who is now 
moving on and for whom the years will also pass by all too quickly was kind enough to do it in my sted.  Life gets 
extremely busy sometimes and last year, for me, there was extreme pressure at work, personally with family, and 
the ever-growing list of competing priorities, so sadly I let our class letter slip, *sorry*! This was really 
disheartening to me as there is something comforting and enjoyable about taking the time each year to reconnect 
with each of you.  It is always so nice to learn some small tidbits of what is transpiring in Cobber lives and then 
sending it forth to our class, helping us all to remember each other and pausing for just a moment to reconnect.   
 
This coming September, we can all have a chance to reconnect in a deeper, more special way by participating in 
our 20th Reunion during Homecoming at Concordia.  The Class of ’98 homecoming committee is hard at work 
preparing for each of you to “Come Home” September 28-30 with special events and activities beginning Friday 
evening and going all through the weekend.  We work with high anticipation that this will help each of us to bond 
again over our special time together, share new, important things going on in life related to family, work, and fun, 
and continue that special “Cobber Spirit”!   
 
Sadly, it’s not all joy and happiness to convey.  Earlier this week I received notice that our classmate Darcy 
(Thompson) Jacobson, passed-away with her loved ones by her side.  It’s always such a tragedy to lose one of 
our classmates, please keep her family in your thoughts and prayers.  If you wish, memorials are being requested 
towards college funds for her children.   
 
Nathan Hancock also passed away recently on June 16, 2018.  He is survived by his wife Cassandra and 3 
children.   
 
As we move forward through the summer, having fun with friends, family, and other loved ones, take some time to 
take-in the little moments, savoring each special event.  Then, be sure to take a little time to register for 
homecoming and our reunion events this Autumn, come back to campus, and make some new memories to 
cherish with all your Cobber classmates!  ConcordiaCollege.edu/Homecoming  
 

Concordia Updates 
 

LANGUAGE VILLAGES 
The summer of 2017 continued a three-year trend of strong enrollment with over 4,580 villagers and families 
attending a Concordia Language Villages’ program.  Registration for the summer of 2018 continues that upward 
trend in enrollment, demonstrating the value placed on world language and culture education.   
 
Concordia Language Villages received the largest gift in its history from Simone Corporation and its CEO Kenny 
Park: $5M to support the first phase of construction of the Korean Language Village on Turtle River Lake. The gift 
was given in celebration of 30 years of language and culture at Sup sogŭi Hosu, the Korean Language Village.  
Additionally, the Language Villages will recognize and celebrate 35 years of Sēn Lín Hú, the Chinese Language 
Village, with a special program prior to International Day on August 10. 

ConcordiaCollege.edu/Homecoming


 

 
MUSIC 

This May, the Concordia Orchestra spent two weeks on a cultural immersion trip in Greece, visiting eight cities 

and performing several concerts.  

The 2016 Concordia Christmas Concert “Gather Us In, O Child of Peace” earned a regional Emmy award for 

special event coverage. This is the second time a Concordia Christmas Concert has received the Upper Midwest 

Regional Emmy award.  

Dr. Rene Clausen was honored with the Weston H. Noble award for Lifetime Achievement at the 2018 ACDA 

Central and North Central Conference this year. Clausen is in his 32nd year at Concordia College as the conductor 

of The Concordia Choir.  

ATHLETICS 
Senior Bailey Hovland broke several throwing records this year, winning the MIAC Championship and breaking 

the conference meet record in the hammer throw. Hovland’s hammer mark qualified her for the Women’s Track 

and Field Nationals Meet this spring.  

Brandon Zylstra ’15 signed a reserve/futures deal with the Minnesota Vikings for the upcoming season, after two 

successful seasons with the Edmonton Eskimos. Zylstra caught 100 passes for a league-best 1687 yards in 2017. 

Head tennis coach Joseph Murrey was named 2018 MIAC Coach of the Year after leading the team to the 

conference postseason for the first time since 2011.  

Becca O’Shurak has been hired as the first female head coach of women’s soccer. O’Shurak has previously 

served as assistant coach at Youngstown State and Tennessee Tech University.  

Chad Johnson was named the Bobby Bell College Impact Player of the Year by the Minnesota Chapter of the 

National Football Foundation. He is only the second athlete from the MIAC to receive the honor. This honor is in 

addition to his MIAC All Conference Awards (3 years) and the 2017 MIAC MVP Award he received earlier this 

year.  

Rachel Bergeson has accepted the offer to serve as Concordia’s athletic director.  Rachel has served as the 

interim athletic director since April. Prior to that role she was deputy athletics director, the senior woman 

administrator, and compliance officer for Concordia and also served as interim athletic director during the 2016-17 

athletic season. Before taking on her role as the top women’s administrator in the athletic department, Bergeson 

was the assistant coach for the Cobber women’s basketball team from 2007-11.  

 

 

OTHER UDPATES 

Concordia has been awarded a $1,000,000 grant from the Andrew Mellon Foundation in honor of former Mellon 

Foundation president Earl Lewis ’78. This grant will be used for faculty development, scholarships for diverse 

students, program support for the Office of Diversity and support for the National Book Awards. This grant is in 

addition to the $800,000 grant from the Mellon Foundation the college received earlier this year to support PEAK 

and diversity initiatives across campus.  

Rachel Schaefer ’18 was named a Fulbright Scholar and will be working at the Universidad Nacional de Colombia 

next year.  

This past fall, Concordia College launched the RISE Campaign, a comprehensive fundraising campaign with a 

goal of raising $150,000,000 by December 2019. These funds will be used to support three pillars of the 

Concordia experience: integrative learning, inclusive learning, and innovative learning. For more information, 

head to www.riseforconcordia.com  

The Department of Chemistry celebrated 100 years in early March (Chemistry has been at Concordia 102 years, 

but the event was postponed until the completion of the new Integrated Science Center).  The day-long 

http://www.riseforconcordia.com/


 

celebration included talks from chemistry alumni from across the country, a career networking event for students 

and a banquet in the evening with Robert Homann, Professor Emeritus and Past Dean of the College, as the 

keynote speaker.   

Over spring break, 130 students served out the mission of the college all over the country, participating in 8 

volunteer opportunities including: Habitat for Humanity Trips to Louisiana, Florida and the Carolinas, a hurricane 

relief trip to Dallas, Justice Journey Trips to New Orleans and El Paso, and High Impact Leadership Trips to 

Milwaukee and Pittsburgh.  

 

ALUMNI AWARDS 

The National Alumni Board voted on the 2018 Alumni Achievement, Sent Forth and Called to Serve Awards. To 
learn more about each award, visit Cord.edu/alumniawards. 
 

2018 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients  
Charles Beck ’48  Dr. Richard Sibley ’67  Darnell Carter ‘75 Claudia Swendseid ‘78 

 
2018 Sent Forth Recipients 

Dr. Tammy Frisby ’99      Arday Ardayfio ‘02 

 

Class Notes 
 
Each year, one of the best parts about pulling the class letter together is getting notes from each of you to share.  
Here are some of the more recent highlights: 
 

 Shana Heinricy is now the Social Media Manager at Visit Orlando.   

 Searle Swedlund and wife Emmy welcomed baby girl Sigrid to their family in January.   

 Kristen Caudle and husband Greg are wrapping up service at Liberia Mission, Inc., and will return to the 

United States this summer. Along with our four children, we have lived and served at Liberia Mission for 

more than a year and a half. Liberia Mission consists of two dorms serving 35 residential students, and 

St. Anthony of Padua School serving 450 students. Residential students are orphans or come from very 

poor families without access to education. Many children come to live at the mission as early elementary 

students, stay here through 9th grade, then continue on to high school and college.  

 Jarad Ziebarth is now a Health & Physical Education Teach at Cambridge Isanti High School and added 

a Driver Education certification.   

 Kjersten Hordern joined Regina Public Schools in Regina, SK Canada as a French Immersion 

Kindergarten Teacher.   

 Rev Paula Colton has joined Excelsior United Methodist Church, Excelsior, MN as Deacon of Family and 

Outreach Ministries. 

 
Please remember if you would like to share your news at any time this can be done via the alumni website and 
submitting a note, or of course with greater immediacy on our class Facebook Page.  You can find the page if not 
already a member by searching “Concordia College Class of 1998”.  It’s a great way to stay in touch! 
 

“Lost” But Not Forgotten Classmates 
 
It seems that our “Lost” class member list is increasing; not too surprising as time passes.  However, if you are 
aware of any of our classmates that are not getting the updates, or you would like to help reconnect with our 
class, please contact me so that I can update their information or let the Alumni Office know directly by calling 
800.699.9020. Thank you for your assistance in helping find our classmates! 
 

http://www.cord.edu/alumniawards


 

Final Thoughts 
 
As always, there are many fun events coming up this summer that you and your families can have a great time 
attending.  This year here are a few of the highlights you might want to consider.   
 
Cobber Night at the Fargo Red Hawks Wednesday August 1st, tickets are $8, and seats are on the first baseline. 
 https://www.facebook.com/events/1064983347000799/ 
 
Cobber Night at the Minnesota Twins Thursday August 16th, tickets are $30, and seats are in section 136. 
 https://www.facebook.com/events/223254528247618/ 
 
Every year and available all over the nation are the Concordia Corn Feeds, a great tradition!  Find out all the 
dates, locations, and times by visiting: cord.edu/cornfeeds  
 
As mentioned at the start of this year’s letter, it is our 20th Reunion Year and we have already started planning 
great events for the weekend of Sept. 28-30. We’ll be starting the weekend with an informal gathering for all to 
attend as they come into town Friday evening.  Saturday will start with our reunion breakfast at 8:30am in The 
Maize, including a continental breakfast and a few special guest speakers.  This will be followed by participation in 
the homecoming parade.  This should be an exciting event and I think a first for our class!  We’ll have a “hay cart” 
so people can ride or walk the short route ending up at the stadium for tailgating and the homecoming football 
game.  It will be a great way to help build excitement for the day and the game together.  The homecoming 
concert is early evening and then, our evening gathering will be at the Front Street Taproom in Fargo from 
8:30pm-12:00am; tickets for this event include us covering the reserved space, some drinks, and a mix of 
appetizers.  It should truly be a terrific time and we should have lots of space and special surprises in store!  We 
hope to see you back to help us celebrate this important milestone!   
 
Again you can see all things homecoming and register by visiting ConcordiaCollege.edu/Homecoming.  Some 
rooms have been reserved by Concordia and will be available on a first-come, first-serve basis to all Alumni.  
Please note, a number of these rooms are already gone.  Additionally, I’ve put together a room block at the Hilton 
Garden Inn in Fargo.  It’s not quite as close to campus but is quite convenient to many restaurants, shopping, and 
more.  You can call to book a room at (701) 499-6000 and using code “Concordia College 1998”.  These are 
specifically for our class with a rate of $139 per night and will be available to our class until fully reserved until 
released on August 29, 2018.   
 
Our reunion is also a time to come together as a class to make a difference. Our reunion team set a special goal 
of 20/20 for our 20th.  That means, a $20,000 goal with 20% of the class participating in honor of our 20th Reunion.  
This should be quite attainable as in the prior year our class generously gave $15,114 and had a participation rate 
of 14%.  This year we’re also looking to establish a special $5,000 legacy scholarship that will directly support a 
student in need each year forward!  This is such a great way to continue to prove what is special about our class 
and Alma mater to make sure deserving students get the chance to have the Concordia experience.  We’re 
excited about the opportunity to give back and hope that you’ll join us by giving a gift of any size in honor of our 
20th reunion. Every little bit makes truly makes a difference!   
 
You can make your gift at ConcordiaCollege.edu/reuniongiving.  
 
 
Warm regards and best wishes until this Autumn, 
 

 
 
Seth G. Thomas 
Concordia Class Agent, 1998 
sethgideonthomas@gmail.com 
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