
Greetings, Class of 1997!        Winter 2021 

The world is certainly a different place than it was when I wrote you last. However, in my community, 
things are starting to pick up again. Children have returned to school, sports have (for the most part) 
begun again, churches and organizations are finding their way in an altered reality with safety 
precautions in place. Everyone has figured out which mask works best for them, toilet paper is back on 
the shelves, and vaccinations are starting to reach a few more people each day. 

My family certainly had some disappointments as plans were cancelled, postponed, and adjusted, but 
we are blessed to say we have been able to remain relatively healthy throughout the year. (I hope and 
pray you can say the same.)  

This will be my last letter to you as your class agent. After many years of taking on this responsibility, 
I’ve decided it is time to hand the reins over to someone else. If you are interested in becoming the 1997 
Class Agent, please reach out to Karen Carlson at carlsonk@cord.edu.  

CAMPUS “KERNELS” 2021 

Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021: the launch of a new 
pricing structure for tuition, a change to its academic framework by establishing a schools model within 
the college, and the introduction of the Cobber Flex Year. 

Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than $15,000 lower 
than current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in the college’s pricing model will benefit 
continuing students as well. Historically, students have seen an average annual tuition increase of 4% or 
about $1,700 annually. In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for 
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for 2022-23 and 2023-24.  

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization to clearly name three 
schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the 
School of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of Business to encompass all 
areas of the college. The new schools model resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George 
Connell is serving as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of the School 
of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join Christopher Mason, who was appointed 
dean of the Offutt School of Business in January 2020. 

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option offers current students and 
those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation 
date. The Cobber Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the 
pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling. 

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the vitality of our faith and learning 
mission. In March 2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to 
distance learning. Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester. In-person 
instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to academic and campus life. Each 
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teaching space was measured to determine appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger 
spaces when necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and virtual learning 
attendance was available for those who could not meet in-person. 

GIVING UPDATE 

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni has helped propel the college forward while 
supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include: 

• More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and support to help 
make sure a Concordia education is possible for every one of our students. 

• During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for food, 
transportation, and other critical needs. 

• This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources they need 
to compete despite COVID-19. 

• This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of this 
Concordia tradition and our student musicians. 

• In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry. 

Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “CobbersGive” Fund-
the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with your passions. The 
class of 1997 can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers! 

CLASS UPDATES 

• Amy (Enterline) Consson began working as a physician at the Billings Clinic in November 2020. 
• Shelly (Torgerson) Gompf shares the following: “In 2020 we had a couple major milestones. 

First, our oldest daughter became a cobber Alumni. Hattie Gompf ('20/21) graduated a semester 
early from Concordia and landed a dream job with Scheels Corporate as a Digital Designer for 
the e-commerce team. I also achieved a milestone as I graduated with my doctorate in Dec 
2020. I am pleased to be leading the healthcare leadership program at Concordia celebrating my 
7th year of teaching, leading, and mentoring the next generation of healthcare leaders.” 

• Jackie (Ohme) Payne now works as a Client Partner for FranklinCovey and covers SD, ND, and 
MT. She and her husband Tory reside in Sioux Falls and have four boys (ages 16, 14, 11, and 5). 

• Dawn Tucker became the director of communications and marketing for the University of 
Minnesota College of Pharmacy in October 2019. 

• Paul Lahren, who has been married to Cathy since 2009, has 9-year old twins named Peighton 
and Jude and two dogs named Daisy and Lucy. They live together in Yucaipa, CA (southern 
California), and Paul has worked as a dietician at Loma Linda University Health since 2004. 

• Stacey Kaufman-Potter (staceypotterauthor.com) published her first novel, The Project, on 
December 1, 2020. It was loosely based on her time at Concordia and the volunteer assignment 
she had to complete for Dr. Covey’s social psych class her sophomore year. Read more in the CC 



alumni news: https://www.concordiacollege.edu/news/details/alumna-to-publish-novel-in-
december/. 

• Faapouli (John) Mailo is currently a Music Education Specialist for the American Samoa 
Department of Education. He is responsible for all the public schools’ music programs (23 
elementary schools and 6 high schools).  

• Stephanie Halvorson-Boyd and spouse Gretchen Halvorson-Boyd welcomed Elizabeth Halverson-
Boyd on 10/14/2013. 

• Elysia (Frank) Larson received her CNA nursing assistant training, began teaching private piano, 
guitar, and voice at two Lutheran schools in her area, taught music classes, and started up a 
beginner band for 5th-7th Grade students. Her children are all distance learning, and her 
husband is working from home. 

CLASSMATE GONE TOO SOON 

With a heavy heart, I share the news that Brady Nelson passed away on July 28, 2020. May our thoughts 
and prayers go out to his family and friends.  

WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN 

According to the Alumni Office, there are still a few missing Cobbers out there.  If you have any 
information about these classmates, please contact the Alumni Office at (800) 699-9020 or 
alumni@cord.edu.    

Christopher Allen Jayne Becker Melisa Castro Melinda Christian 

Chelsey Erbaugh Laura Ferrington Trisha (Matvick) Gorecki Jiahe Gu 

Kristin Halvorsen Bonnie Hardegree Ryan Hess Erik Hunziker 

Eva Jenssen Ryan Johnson Issa Kass Ryan Kruse 

Sarah Larson Adam Lucas Melissa Maristuen Jennifer Mlynek 

Lisa Newman Kirstin Nickerson Kathryn Olson Scott Olson 

Birgit Oppelt Joshua Perry Anne Peterson Stephanie Sargent 

Chanda Scherer Angela Schultz Danielle Specht Cheryl Tieskotter 

Lynette (Hetland) Usry Corey Weber Michelle Wermerskirchen Andrew Whiteman 
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Kirsten Winters Mark Wohlers Wendy Zeiher   

 

Again, I hope that life is treating you kindly and that peace, health, and blessings abound for you and 
yours. Perhaps we’ll see each other at Homecoming 2021 (September 30 – October 3)!   

 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

 

Holly (Strandberg) Fiechtner 

hfiechtner@yahoo.com 

 


