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Concordia recently announced three
changes to be implemented in Fall
2021: the launch of a new pricing
structure for tuition, a change to its
academic framework by establishing a
schools model within the college, and
the introduction of the Cobber Flex
Year.

Campus Update 2021

Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for
annual tuition will be $27,500, which is
more than $15,000 lower than current
tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The
change in the college’s pricing model
will benefit continuing students as well.
Historically, students have seen an
average annual tuition increase of 4% or
about $1,700 annually. 



In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for
2022-23 and 2023-24. 

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic
reorganization to clearly name three schools. Under the new academic
model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the School
of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of
Business to encompass all areas of the college. The new schools model
resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connell is serving
as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of
the School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join
Christopher Mason, who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business
in January 2020. 

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option
offers current students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free
semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation date. The Cobber
Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the
pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling.

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the
vitality of our faith and learning mission. In March 2020, as the realities of
COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance learning.
Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester.
In-person instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to
academic and campus life. Each teaching space was measured to determine
appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces when
necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and
virtual learning attendance was available for those who could not meet in-
person.



Shawn (Reid) Kenelty
The year was a good year! During
the quarantine in the spring, our
kids James (14) and Brooklyn (17)
started an online storytime live for
kids! They received national
recognition for their efforts to do
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something for other kids who were quarantined. Their Storytime
ran for 12 weeks! Our daughter, Brooklyn Olivean graduated
salutatorian from Ronan High School and is attending Carroll
College in Helena, Montana. I am in my 13th year working for
Educational Development Corporation and Usborne Publishing.
Looking forward to all that 2021 has to offer!!

Tammy (Fiebiger) Doeden
I'm an Advocate & Director with BEAUTYCOUNTER. 

Heather (Becklin) Ploen
I'm a pastor at United Lutheran Church, Shelby, Iowa.



Shane Kville
My wife, Jennifer, and I have been
fortunate that our employment has been
mostly stable through 2020. I work as an
IT Consultant for Kroger implementing
Oracle Retail software systems.

My wife is a an IT business liaison for the corporate headquarters of
Village Inn, Baker's Square, O'Charley's and 99 restaurants. It hasn't
been without its challenges, but we have enjoyed being home and
together more often. I have spent many years typically traveling to
a client site every Monday through Thursday but I have been
working from home since March. We inherited a horse from her
Grandparents so we have spent a lot of time building a horse shed
and fencing. Enjoying that process but it's a lot of work. We don't
have kids yet but we are trying. Against better judgment, we went
to Sturgis last year and had a great time. We're planning to go
again this year. So far, our immediate family has been spared any
major impact from COVID and we are thankful for that.

Erin (Ingersoll) Gillett
2020 will now be another before/after marker for our generation
and for our children. Our family has been blessed beyond measure-
-we continue to be gainfully employed (Kris with Fargo Public
Schools at me at Minnesota State University Moorhead), our kids
are all healthy and doing well, and we have spent a lot of time
together as a family. Only our oldest, Grant, has had COVID, and he
recovered smoothly. I am serving another term as department
chair of the School of Teaching and Learning, and I continue to get
together with Sue Ellingson, Concordia Education Department
faculty member, for professional discussion and idea-sharing to
better prepare elementary ed teacher candidates. The virus has
limited our meetings to zoom calls, but we are all now used to
those, right? Two of my favorite zoom meetings this past year were
the Class of '95 Homecoming Virtual Breakfast (so fun to see those
who joined!), and a virtual wine tasting event hosted by the Alumni
Office that featured Dr. Roy Hammerling speaking about the 



Spirituality of Wine. His son, Josh, founded a small wineryin CA,
Blue Ox Wine Company. They specialize in sparkling wines. If you
haven't tried any of the Blue Ox wines, I highly recommend them!
They are hard to come by locally, but you can join their wine club
or order individual bottles. https://www.blueoxwineco.com/ We are
grateful to keep up with so many on facebook, and wish everyone a
healthy year ahead.

Jennifer (Stoner) Krause
I started teaching this year. I am a Parent
Educator in the Early Childhood Family
Education program with Moorhead Public
Schools. This also means going back to
school online myself this fall. I'm in the 
University of Minnesota Parent and Family Education M.Ed. and
licensure program. I survived the spring quarantine by not staying
home since I was a paraprofessional working in the school district
daycare for children of essential workers. My husband has been
working from home surrounded by family since the pandemic
started and has plans to go camping by himself once summer
comes. Our daughter, Elizabeth, is a Freshman at NDSU majoring
in Horticulture. She's been fortunate to have at least some classes
and activities in person. Our son, Nate, is a high school Junior at
Park Christian in Moorhead where school has been in person since
the fall. Many activities he loves such as Speech, Debate, Science
Fair, One Act, and music contest are being adapted virtually so he
is as busy as ever. Our dog, Dori, loves that she has rarely been
alone all year. We're taking our cue from her and are thankful for
all the ways we have been blessed this past year, though we do
look forward to more normal times ahead.



Camri (Bauck) Jacobson
I celebrated 20 years with General Mills!
Our firstborn graduated HS and is a
freshmen at the University of St. Thomas.
We added a new Havanese puppy to our
tribe. I became an ICF certified life &
leadership coach.

Edel Mauritzen
I'm living in Stavanger, Norway, with my American husband and
two American born sons - Odin and Olav. I work as a psychologist
at the local school district for the time being. It has been an
interesting year with opportunities to try home office and home
schooling for the boys. Most of the year, though, we have been able
to attend school and work from the office, just under lots of
restrictions. We miss the opportunity to visit friends and family in
the U.S.



Join the Concordia Book Club!
Connect with fellow Cobber alumni,
faculty/staff, current students, and
current/former parents to read and discuss a
variety of fiction novels. To join the group
search Concordia College Fiction Book Club .

Host a Corn Feed in your area!
Gather area alumni to strengthen
relationships between alumni, parents,
and students. Reach out to Marah Moy at
mmoy@cord.edu if you are interested in
hosting. Costs up to $200 are reimbursed.

Little Niblet T-shirt
Concordia celebrates the birth of future Cobbers!
If you have a new addition (ages 0-2) to your
family, we will send you a free "Little Niblet" 18-
month T-shirt. Request one at Concordia
College.edu/ClassNotes

Homecoming 2021
Make plans to attend Homecoming Oct. 1-3. 

Watch our website for updates.
ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming

 



 More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and 

 During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for

 This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources they need             

 This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of this         

  In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry.

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward while
supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include:

        support to help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every
        one of our students.

        food, transportation, and other critical needs.

        to compete despite COVID-19.

        Concordia tradition and our student musicians.

 
Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “CobbersGive” Fund-

the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with your
passions. The class of 1995 can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers!

Together we are preparing Cobbers to lead and serve in a world that needs
them. During the challenges of COVID-19, your generosity is 

needed more than ever. 
 

Learn more or give early at ConcordiaCollege.edu/cobbersgive
 

GIVING UPDATE



HELP US LOCATE
If you know any of the 1995 graduates below, please ask them to update their

information by going to concordiacollege.edu/classnotes or 
email alumni@cord.edu. 

We would love to update their records.

 Alumni can send in life updates throughout the year. 
Go to: www.ConcordiaCollege.edu/ClassNotes

WE REMEMBER
Mitchell McInnis passed 5/5/2020
Kathryn Haugen passed 9/26/2019

Cory Braaten passed 8/11/2019

Trevor Dodge
Kevin Hahn

Barbara (Sauer) Hansen
Azusa (Hirano) Jansen

Dominic Johnson
Chad Kraft

Sarah (Miller) Lindamood
Jana Maltby
Toni Minetti

Sakaria Muteka
 

Kirk Paulson
Carrie (Formo) Peterson

Inna Pukhova
Jennifer (Schuetz) Schwarte

John Springer
Christal Stotesbery

Nils Svartstrom
Diane Torgerson

Ville Viita



2020 Sent Forth Award Recipients

                   

                        Cmdr. Brian Kesselring '00
 

                   
                         Tara (Stueber) Wilson '06

 
 

                     

 
 

ALUMNI AWARDS
 



2020 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

                           Robert Johnson '71

                   
                           Karen (Quanbeck) Grandstrand  '77

 
 

                           Rachel (Nelson) Hollstadt '70

 
 

                           Dr. Bennett Larson '63

 
 

To read the bios of the 2020 AAA and Sent Forth Award Recipients or if you
 would like to nominate a deserving Alum, please go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/AlumniAwards


