
Hello friends!  

It’s hard to believe that it’s been almost a year since we celebrated our 25th Concordia class reunion. For those of you 
that made it back, thanks for making the effort and for contributing to a very memorable weekend. For the rest of you 
who weren’t able to attend, I hope you’ll consider coming back for our 30th reunion. As I said to a few of you last fall, 
The reality is that it’s only four years that we spent together, but it’s amazing the friendships that were developed and 
life changes that happened during those very formative years. 

 

 

Since I’m once again late getting this letter done, I was looking at some pictures from the reunion hoping to gather 
inspiration for something to write about. All that happened, though, is that I noticed I kind of look like everyone’s dad. 
That’s a good thing for all of you and speaks highly of the youth and vitality of our class, but it’s a little bit of an ego hit 
for the bald guy! It wouldn’t hurt my feelings at all if a few of you would age a little bit before we get together again. 
Anyway, three people stepped up with sending an update, and there’s some pretty cool stuff happening on campus – – 
here’s what I’ve got for you:  

 

 



Concordia Language Villages 

Thanks to a generous gift of $5 million from the Simone Corporation and its CEO Kenny Park, we will soon begin the first 
phase of construction of Sup sogŭi Hosu, the Korean Language Village, on Turtle River Lake. The first Village to be built 
was Skogfjorden, the Norwegian Language Village, and that happened 50 years ago this summer. A special event to 
commemorate this milestone will be held on July 13. Sjölunden the Swedish Language Village, celebrates its 45th 
summer with a midsommar event on August 3. International Days are July 5 and August 9 where we will also celebrate 
50 years of offering four-week high school credit sessions. 

Music Department 

Dr. René Clausen announced that he will retire following the 2019-20 academic year, concluding his service as professor 
of music and conductor of The Concordia Choir. Clausen is a leader in choral music as both a conductor and a composer. 
He is the artistic director of the Concordia Christmas Concerts. In addition to composing arrangements and original 
pieces for Concordia ensembles, he has written dozens of commissioned compositions including “MEMORIAL” and 
“Crying for a Dream” for the American Choral Directors Association. Clausen was also commissioned by Concordia to 
create a major work in observance of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. The work is titled “The Passion of Jesus 
Christ” and premiered at Orchestra Hall in 2017. President William Craft noted in an announcement to the Concordia 
community that throughout his work at the college Clausen has lived the mission of The Concordia Choir “to uphold a 
sacred choral tradition through the uncompromising and unrelenting collaborative pursuit of musical integrity and 
spiritual expression.”  

 

 

Cobber Athletics 

 In the spring of 2018, Concordia had only one team – women’s basketball – with a female head coach. Fast forward one 
year, and with the hiring of new volleyball head coach Faith Dooley, the Cobbers now have 5 additional female head 
coaches mentoring student/athletes. Dooley, who was an All-American at the University of North Dakota, joins women’s 
golf head coach Kari Weidner-Ceniceros, Maureen Greiner of women’s hockey, Rebecca O’Shurak from women’s soccer 
and NDSU All-American Laura Januszewski who coaches both the men’s and women’s cross country teams. The rise of 
female head coaches was recognized by University of Minnesota’s Tucker Center for Research on Girls and Women in 
Sport in their 2018-19 coaching report card that cited Concordia as the top college in the MIAC for the increase in female 
head coaches over the past year.  

Concordia men’s track and field junior Matt Bye, Moorhead, won the heptathlon at this winter’s MIAC Indoor 
Championship Meet and went on to finish 11th in the event at the NCAA National Indoor Meet held in Boston, Mass. 
Bye won the MIAC title with the second highest point total in school history. 

 The Cobber men’s hockey team earned its seventh consecutive berth in the MIAC playoffs this season. Concordia 
finished conference play with nine league wins which was the most since the 2013 season. Sophomore forward Tyler 
Bossert, Fargo, led the MIAC in scoring and went on to earn All-American Second Team honors to become the ninth All-
American in program history. 

Other News 



Concordia’s outstanding tradition of preparing students for medical school is now available to those who have 
completed an undergraduate degree. This intensive, 1 year program is designed for highly motivated individuals with 
excellent academic records, who have earned a bachelor’s degree from an accredited four-year institution, but lack most 
or all of the prerequisite science courses needed for admission to medical school. Our program is ideal for career 
changers, and individuals deciding later in their academic journey, to pursue a career in medicine. 

Concordia sent 12 members to the American Forensic Association National Individual Events Tournament (AFA-NIET) at 
the University of Alabama, where 60 colleges and universities from across the United States competed for top honors. 
Concordia was one of only a few smaller colleges that placed in the top 15, which is dominated by larger research 
institutions. 

The Center for Student Success has a new home in the Normandy. The beautifully renovated space is open and light 
making for an inviting space for students. The center includes academic support, Orientation and First-Year Transition 
Programming, the Peer Mentor program, and the Diversity Coordinator for Student Support Services.   

More than 300 students presented their posters or spoke at concurrent sessions during Concordia’s 2019 Celebration of 
Student Scholarship (COSS) on April 10. Some students participated in multiple presentations. New at this year’s COSS 
was an art display with printmaking pieces and two sessions presented in Spanish. “Our goal is to keep building on the 
diversity of research,” says Krys Strand, director of Undergraduate Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activity and 
coordinator of the Celebration of Student Scholarship. 

A dinner was held April 4 to celebrate the naming of Dr. Dan Biebighauser as holder of The Sigurd and Pauline 
Prestegaard Mundhjeld Endowed Chair of Mathematics. Biebighauser is a 2002 graduate of Concordia and joined the 
faculty in 2006. The holder of the Mundhjeld chair is to be a person who has provided exemplary service in teaching and 
scholarship in the field of mathematics and who is known and respected in the field. All of the past holders of the 
Mundhjeld Endowed Chair were present. Past holders include Dr. Bill Tomhave, Dr. James L. Forde, Dr. Alexander Sze 
and Dr. Gerald A. Heuer ’51. 

Alumni Awards:  (I have a vote on these selections and will shamelessly lobby for a 1993 grad if one is nominated.  
Seriously—if you know of someone that would be a worthy recipient, let’s talk through how to get the ball rolling!) 

The National Alumni Board voted on the 2019 Alumni Achievement, Sent Forth and Called to Serve Awards. To learn 
more about each award, visit www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition/. 

2019 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients 

Dr. Paul Brandvik ’59, professor emeritus of music at Bemidji State University, served as director of choral activities for 
31 years. Brandvik received several awards, guest conducted more than 100 festivals and workshops in 16 states and 
abroad, and composed, edited or arranged more than 50 works. 

Dr. Kristi Ferguson ’71, is professor emeritus of General Internal Medicine and served as director, Office of Consultation 
and Research in Medical Education at the University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine. She spent her entire career at 
the University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine where she has greatly influenced the development, implementation, 
and evaluation of the curriculum. 

Dr. Thomas Samuelson ’81, a board-certified ophthalmologist, is a founding partner and attending surgeon at 
Minnesota Eye Consultants, P.A., Minneapolis. He’s also an adjunct professor at the University of Minnesota and on the 
faculty of Hennepin County Medical Center. He has received several awards and has been named to America’s Top 



Doctors each year since 2002. He has written numerous articles and given more than 600 presentations around the 
world. 

A 1977 Concordia graduate, the Rev. Ann Svennungsen is the bishop of the ELCA Minneapolis Area Synod, the first 
female bishop to serve in any of the ELCA’s six Minnesota synods. She served as a parish pastor prior to serving as 
president and CEO of The Fund for Theological Education and then as president of Texas Lutheran University. 
Svennungsen, a well-respected theologian and speaker, is published in numerous journals, and is invited to lecture, 
preach, and provide keynote and commencement addresses. 

 

2019 Sent Forth Recipients 

Betsy Grams ’98, co-founder and executive director of Cycle Health, is a 1998 Concordia graduate. CycleHealth was 
founded in 2014 to equip kids to power their own wellness. CycleHealth’s programs are based on adventure and self-
directed goal attainment, and are prescribed by pediatricians in more than 50 Twin Cities clinics through an innovative 
platform called Sweat Rx. 

Matthew Culloton ’98, Matthew Culloton, founding Artistic Director of The Singers – Minnesota Choral Artists, is a 1998 
Concordia graduate and earned a master’s and a doctorate from the University of Minnesota. He is Choirmaster at The 
House of Hope Presbyterian Church in St. Paul, Minn., an adjunct faculty member at the University of Saint Thomas and 
composer. Culloton received the VocalEssence/ACDA of Minnesota Creative Programming Award (2003) and MN ACDA 
Outstanding Young Choral Conductor of the Year Award (2004). 

Class Updates (i.e. the part of the letter that makes me feel like maybe it’s time to do 
something with my life) 

Homecoming King Paul Spilde was recognized by the Minnesota 
Association of Cardiovascular and Pulmonary Rehabilitation with their 
2018 award of excellence. Paul has been with Park Nicollet Rehab 
Services since 1997, and oversees the multidisciplinary team in the 
rehabilitation and fitness center. Part of his recognition stated, “The 
award recognizes Paul’s outstanding contribution cardio and pulmonary 
rehabilitation. His expertise in clinical practice and leader ship, and his 
devotion to the field exemplified the criteria and the meaning of the 
award.”



 

Robin (Thompson) Stinnett began a new role as Senior VP, Marketing and Operations, at EFFECT Partners in 
Minneapolis. 

Dr. Ann (Schroeder) Taylor, the Haines Professor of Biochemistry and Chair of the Division of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics at Wabash College, was named one of 39 ACE (American Council on Education) Fellows for the 2019-2020 
academic year. Established in 1965, the ACE Fellows Program is designed to strengthen institutions and leadership in 
American higher education by identifying and preparing faculty and staff for senior positions in college and university 
administration through its distinctive and intensive nominator-driven, cohort-based mentorship.  

Well, friends, that’s all for now.  Please keep in contact—it has been fun to reconnect with some of you over the past 
year, and I hope to touch base with as many of you as possible in the future.  Best wishes for you and your families.  Soli 
Deo Gloria.  Karl 


