
Hello friends from the Concordia College Class of 1993— 

 

 After a 2-year hiatus, the annual class letters are back!!  It’s nice to have a chance to catch up 
with all of you again during this period where many of us are hitting “milestone” birthdays (I’m not 
going to say the number).  Now that I think of it, has there really been anything of significance over the 
past two years to talk about?  Life has just been marching along normally, right?  Wait………there were a 
couple things, but much like the age stuff, I’m not going to mention them, either.  I’m just grateful to be 
able to sit down this afternoon—after church, before taking the dog for a hike—and send a little update 
on what’s happening around campus and with some of our classmates.  I’ve got to say—this year’s 
response for class updates was excellent.  Maybe we’re all getting less stoic as time goes on.  I’m excited 
to share these updates along with some of the developments on campus.  The alumni department sends 
out some terrific examples of things you may all find interesting, and truth be told, I often simply copy 
and paste large sections of the letter.  This year—mostly because my wife and daughter are painting 
bathrooms in our upstairs this afternoon and I’m expected to help when I’m done doing this—I’m going 
to take my time and write the whole thing.  If I drag this out long enough, I may get away with just 
cleaning the brushes.  Here’s a little Concordia update: 

Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021: the launch of a 
new pricing structure for tuition, a change to its academic framework by establishing a schools model 
within the college, and the introduction of the Cobber Flex Year. 
 

Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than $15,000 
lower than current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in the college’s pricing model will 
benefit continuing students as well. Historically, students have seen an average annual tuition increase 
of 4% or about $1,700 annually. In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for 
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for 2022-23 and 2023-24.  OK, I 
give up.  This is taking too long.  I’m going to use a little cut and paste until we get to the updates on 
classmates. 

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization to clearly 
name three schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and 
Sciences and the School of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of Business 
to encompass all areas of the college. The new schools model resulted in the appointment of two new 
deans. Dr. George Connell is serving as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is 
dean of the School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join Christopher Mason, 
who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business in January 2020.  A fourth school is being 
considered (name not yet determined), and when developed, it will be lead by Class of 1993 
Homecoming King Paul Spilde..Not really, but I’m just curious if anyone will read this paragraph to the 
end. 



Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option offers current 
students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free semesters of study beyond their anticipated 
graduation date. The Cobber Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by 
the pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling. 

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the vitality of our faith and 
learning mission. In March 2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned 
to distance learning. Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester. In-
person instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to academic and campus life. 
Each teaching space was measured to determine appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger 
spaces when necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and virtual learning 
attendance was available for those who could not meet in-person.  Sorry, I intended not to mention the 
word “pandemic”, but it was in the stuff they sent me.  I still promise to not say how old we are. 
 
Giving Update 
In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward while 
supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include: 

•         More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and support to 
help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every one of our students. 

•         During the start of the pandemic (oops, there’s that word again), $59,000 was raised 
for emergency funding for food, transportation, and other critical needs. 

•         This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources 
they need to compete despite COVID-19 (ugh….they can’t help themselves!!) 

•         This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in 
honor of this Concordia tradition and our student musicians. 

•         In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry. 
 
Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “CobbersGive” Fund-
the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with your passions. The 
Class of 1993 (I had to fill in the year) can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Alright…..time for class updates!!  Sarah gets the first update not only because we were high 
school classmates, but also because she complimented me when she sent her update to the college.  
That made it a very easy decision. 
 
 Sarah (Jacobson) Ciavarri passed oral and written competencies to become a Board 
Certified Chaplain and released her first book, Finding Our Way to the Truth:  Seven Lies Leaders 
Believe and How to Let Them Go.  She also included the following note in her update submission, 
“Laughed really hard at Karl Carlson’s Christmas letter.  That’s for you, Karl, if you are the class agent 
writing the letter”  Well played, Sarah.  Well played. 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Julie (Meyer) Thompson says “I have taken a new  job at Tricounty Healthcare in 
Wadena, MN.  My family and I live in the rural Perham area” 

 
 
Andrea Haug’s update included, “I continue to teach Spanish Immersion at Central Middle 

School in Eden Prairie.  My husband Carlos has also been working in bilingual education.  We’ve all had a 
strange school year!  We have been tucked away at home, pretty much, unless out enjoying all the parks  
and trails around us” 
 

 
 
 
 

Gregory Wald, who works in Acquisitions/Communications at Moore Holding Company in 
West Fargo, channeled his inner Abe Froman, the Sausage King of Chicago (if you don’t remember the 
reference, re-watch Ferris Buelller’s Day Off), as the chairperson of the 63rd Annual Fargo Kiwanis 
Pancake Karnival, which raised over $30,000 for local charities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dr. Jake Goering sent in this freaking cool photo: 

 
 
 
Robin (Thompson) Stinnett says “I am enjoying my new position as the Marketing 

Director for PrairieCare in the Twin Cities, which provide mental health services for children, adolescents, 
and adults.  Now more than ever, I am thankful to be in an industry that is providing needed services to 
so many. 

I was able to take an amazing trip to Vietnam and Cambodia last February with my dad who is a 
Vietnam veteran.  We traveled for two weeks visiting Hanoi, Saigon, Hoi An, the DMZ, and Angkor Wat. 

My husband Patrick owns his own company, Robinwood Reclaim (well played, Patrick.  Well 
played) where he builds custom furniture out of reclaimed materials. 

We have two wonderful and busy kids.  Jack (2nd grade) and Stella (8th grade).  We are thankful 
that our joy of skiing has turned into a passion for our kids as well.  We enjoy our weekends at slopes 
throughout MN watching them compete, which is a great way to enjoy the winter.  Last March, we were 
thrilled to cheer on Stella as she competed in the Rocky/Central Alpine Championships in Steamboat 
Springs, CO. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Ann (Schroeder) Taylor updates “After completing an American Council on Education 
Fellowship at Ball State University in the spring semester, I have been appointed Special Assistant to the 
President for Covid Planning and Response at Wabash College, where I am also a professor of Chamistry” 

 
Lia Christensen started in February as the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO with Valleywise 

Health in Phoenix, AZ. 
 

I’m also sad to report on the passing of our classmate Beth (Donahue) Nims, on October 
25, 2020.  If you knew Beth or are in contact with her husband Jason, please pass along our 
condolences. 
 

Well, friends, that’s all I’ve got for now.  I hope 2021 offers an opportunity for you to reconnect 
with family and friends in a way that we all took for granted up until a year ago.  I value all of the 
friendships that were developed in those brief four years in the early 90’s, and I look forward to seeing 
or hearing from many of you in the months to come.  Soli Deo Gloria.   
 
Karl 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


