
Happy 2021 to the Class of 1992! 
 

We are your new class agents, Jessica (Greco) Lance and Karen (Ekstrum) (Burton) Evenson. 
We’ve known each other since we both started in the Elementary Education program in 1988. We’ve kept in 

touch some over the years, but really reconnected at our 25th Class Reunion. 
 

We’re so looking forward to connecting with you and to hearing from you in the next few years!!   
We’ve got some updates for you -- Concordia campus (and virtual) happenings, giving updates, and 

information that you and our other classmates have sent over the last month are included. We hope this 
letter finds you doing well, and that you’ll help us all to stay connected as each of us does our best to 

“influence the affairs of the world” and Soli Deo Gloria in whatever we’re doing. As for us, we’ve both had 
very full years and have included our own updates with yours below. Don’t hesitate to be in touch, hang out 
from time to time on the Class of 1992 Facebook page, email, text or call, and if you can help to reconnect 

us with some of those with whom we’ve lost touch, we’ll be grateful.   
If you didn’t make it to our 25th class reunion, consider planning ahead to our 30th!   

 

 
Campus Update 2021 
Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021: the launch of a new pricing 
structure for tuition, a change to its academic framework by establishing a schools model within the college, 
and the introduction of the Cobber Flex Year. 
 
Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than $15,000 lower than 
current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in the college’s pricing model will benefit continuing 
students as well. Historically, students have seen an average annual tuition increase of 4% or about $1,700 
annually. In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for continuing students will 
be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for 2022-23 and 2023-24. 



To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization to clearly name three 
schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the 
School of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of Business to encompass all 
areas of the college. The new schools model resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George 
Connell  is serving as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver  is dean of the School 
of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join Christopher Mason, who was appointed dean 
of the Offutt School of Business in January 2020. 

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option offers current students and 
those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation date. 
The Cobber Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the pandemic expanded 
possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling. 

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the vitality of our faith and learning 
mission. In March 2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance 
learning. Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester. In-person instruction 
and residential living were offered with modifications to academic and campus life. Each teaching space was 
measured to determine appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces when necessary. In 
addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and virtual learning attendance was available for 
those who could not meet in-person. 

Giving Update 

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward while 
supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include: 

·         More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and support to 
help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every one of our students. 

·         During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for food, 
transportation, and other critical needs. 

·         This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890  to make sure our athletes have the resources 
they need to compete despite COVID-19. 

·         This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552  in 
honor of this Concordia tradition and our student musicians. 

·         In just ONE day, donors  fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry ! 



Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “Raise it Up” Fund -the -Need 
campaign in March  - you are sure to find an area of campus t hat aligns with your passions. The class of 1992 
can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers! 

Classmate Information 
 

Remembering those we have loved and lost: 
Sep 24, 2005  Harris, John D.   
Apr 8, 2008  Close, Elaine     
Jan 2, 2013  Linnerooth, Peter J.   
Sep 25, 2013  Potoczny, Joseph L.  
Mar 1, 2016  Logan, Jeff 
Apr 4, 2017  Fjeld, Julie L. (Bronson)   
Jul 17, 2000  Haugen, Carla J. (Holter)   
Mar 28, 2020  Hodges, LuraLynn  Obituary Link: https://www.garrisonthompson.com/obituary/lura-hodges 
Aug 29, 2020  Burton, Shane A.  CB and Obituary link: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/shaneburton 
Jan 9, 2021 Lowney, Kristen E. (Hedlund)  Obituary Link:  https://bit.ly/3bqldxG 
     

Classmate info was sent in by your classmates, along with updated contact info; let us know or 
contact the Concordia Alumni office if you’d like to get in touch with any of us!  

Please let us know if there are any corrections we need to make for the next letter. 
 

Bie, Chris  
“I have been named Chief of Staff Altru Hospital; Nicholas and Maria attend UND; Maria has been named to 
UND Hockey Cheer Squad.”  

 
Chris 

https://www.garrisonthompson.com/obituary/lura-hodges
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/shaneburton
https://bit.ly/3bqldxG


Campbell-Beer, Heidi (Campbell) 
“We have been trying to help my mom transition from living in her home to staying with other family 
members. We are sorting through her stuff and helping to simplify her life. This movement has encouraged 
us to simplify our lives and to reduce items we don’t use. Also, we are hoping to update our kitchen.” 

 Heidi and family 

 

Christianson, Amy (Larsen) 
“My husband, one of our sons, and I relocated to Fayetteville AR this past August. No more MN winters! I am 
teaching English as a second language at a middle school in the Springdale School District. We love it here!” 

Amy and family 

 

Cowden, Heather (Gullickson)  PARENT OF A COBBER STUDENT 
“I practice as an optometrist at Mayo Clinic Health System in Menomonie, WI and live in Woodbury, MN. My 
son is a freshman at New Life Academy in Woodbury. I have been widowed since 2014. My significant other, 
Dave, is a safety inspector for the FAA. He has twins: Claire, a freshman at St. Olaf College and Carter, a 
freshman at Concordia College.”   
 
Daniels, Mari (Knudson) 
“I work at Metropolitan Pediatric Specialists in Edina, MN.” 
 
 



Evenson, Karen (Ekstrum) (Burton) 
“I am pastor of Faith Church (United Methodist) in Farmington, MN, and co-coordinate with my spouse, 
Scott, a weekly “ Loaves and Fishes'' community meal that began in 2020 after the local grocery store 
closed; it’s grown into a drive-through meal serving more than 200 meals a week. Scott was named an 
“Unsung Hero” by the American Queen Steamboat Company for his work feeding thousands of meals to 
people in need this year, and we will travel to New Orleans in 2021 as guests on one of their riverboats. I 
serve on the District Committee on Ordained Ministry in the River Valley District of the Minnesota UM 
Churches and on the steering team guiding a Lilly Foundation grant to help meet the “Economic Challenges 
Facing Clergy and Churches” across Minnesota and the Dakotas. Son Patrick is traveling and makes his 
living as an artist; son Tucker works as a welding and trailer technician; daughter Darby is studying 
Marketing/Communications at UW-River Falls, works for McDonald’s, and manages Homestead Hobby Farm. 
Scott and I live with our cat Polly and our newly adopted puppy Winnie (who will be trained as a seizure-aware 
dog) in Rosemount, MN. My former spouse, Shane Burton, passed in August 2020.” 

 Karen, Scott, and Winnie-the-Pooch 
 

Hetland, Rev. Dr. Ruth  
“In 2020, I started a monthly subscription box service for ordained and other professional women in 
ministry called, "ConseCrate." We are at 400 subscribers after only the first three months! You can learn 
more about it at consecrate.cratejoy.com . I am still the pastor at Saint Peter's Lutheran Church of rural 
Audubon, Minnesota. In early 2020, my family and I went on a three-month sabbatical to Australia and New 
Zealand.” 

 Reverend Dr. Ruth Hetland 

http://consecrate.cratejoy.com/


Lance, Jessica (Greco)  
“In the past year - what a crazy year 2020 was - I suffered and recovered from a traumatic brain injury, 
became a grandma, turned 50, decided to move us from Minnesota to New Mexico, and started teaching 2nd 
graders remotely at my new and awesome school. My husband, Chad, works from home selling boat docks and 
lifts to people in MN still. Our adult children are busy with work, family, and their lives in North Dakota 
(stepson - Justin), Minnesota (stepdaughter - Danielle), and Washington state (my son - Jordan). Hopefully 
2021 brings health and happiness to all.” 

 Jessica and family 
 

Larson, Kathleen 
“I married James Moore September 22, 2020 at Winehaven Vineyard. I (Kathleen) am a physician and James 
is a comedian. We reside in St. Louis Park, MN.” 

Kathleen and James 
 

Lewis, Scott (Besink Lewis) 
“I am now solo pastor at Bridge Covenant Church in Salem OR. My wife Carmen (Besink Lewis) and I 
co-planted and co-pastored Bridge for 10 years. Carmen is responding to new ministry directions.” 

Scott and family 



Miles, Sarah (Nelson) 
“ I was laid off from my job in April due to Covid which caused me to do a lot of introspection and think about 
what I want to do for the next 15+ years. I decided to go back to school and am now in the "Healthcare 
Navigation" program at Northeast Wisconsin Technical College. My end goal is to be a patient advocate 
within the healthcare system and work on a team with doctors, nurses, and social workers to find the best 
health outcomes for people who are often uninsured. I am in my second semester and it is absolutely 
fascinating! I should have my associates degree in June of 2022. I am also working in the mornings as a 
part-time paraprofessional in the 4K/5K room at Appleton Public Montessori School. I love being around the 
little ones and helping the teachers, who are doing so much to keep the kids safe and in school. Our son, 
Alex, is a sophomore at the Carlson School of Management at the University of MN and our daughter, 
Madison, is in 8th grade.” 
 
Mulcahy, James 
“I’m Dean of Students at Prairie Wind Middle School and Head Baseball Coach at Perham (MN) High School.” 
 

Newland, Stephanie (Larsen)  
“I changed jobs and am now an elementary library media specialist in the Fargo Public School District.” 

 

Opdahl, Patricia (Tellefsen)   PARENT OF A COBBER STUDENT 

“Our family lives in Montevideo, Minnesota! I am teaching Kindergarten (Patricia) and my husband, Brett, is 
a chiropractor/owner of Opdahl Chiropractic in Montevideo. Our daughter, Ellie, is a senior at Concordia 
College in Moorhead majoring in nursing and our daughter, Addie, is a senior at Montevideo High School and 
enjoys running cross country.” 
 
Prince, Kristin (Rakke) 
“Bill and I were married in 2019 and enjoyed a beautiful trip to Banff before Covid. I continue to teach 
elementary music, help with music at church and care for my mom. We have a daughter in the 
Fargo-Moorhead area and a son in the Minneapolis area.” 
 

Shean, Kris 
“I’ve been on the Jackson Hole Chamber of Commerce Board since 2014 and from July 2019-June 2020 
served as Board Chair. Like everyone else, Zoom calls have been popular. Here is a photo of 4 of us Cobbers. 
We were all in AH-KE together and did a Spring Break trip to Yellowstone in 1990 (?). We’ve kept in touch all 
these years and have visited and traveled together.“  



Annelise (Ellingsen) Espeland, Kris Shean,  
Kaia (Akre) Hallegasse, Ashild Eldholm 
 

Strickland, Jennifer (Wildman)   PARENT OF COBBER STUDENTS  
“ This past year brought many challenges paired with unexpected blessings. No exciting events or 
newsworthy reports to share, but - as many- we found ourselves grateful for the slower pace, time together 
as a family, and God's grace in it all. After 16 years serving within Lakewood Health System in Staples, MN, I 
recently accepted the position of Practice Improvement Specialist within the Minnesota Department of 
Health's Health Care Homes program. I am looking forward to this new endeavor and the chance to work with 
various systems across the state.This fall will find our oldest a Concordia Senior and our youngest a 
Freshman. Kyle and I are looking forward to attending football games, concerts and learning to enjoy the 
new role of empty nesters!” 

Jennifer and family 
 
Volinkaty, Susan (Swenson) 
“Living in Reno/Tahoe since 2007, come see us in this wonderful part of the US!   
Any Cobbers in Northern California or Nevada interested in throwing a Corn Feed?” 

Susan 



Will, Tracy (Reed) 
“In February 2021, I began a new role as senior marketing specialist for Mayo Clinic Laboratories in 
Rochester, Minnesota, where my work focuses on leadership communication, internal communication, and 
media relations.” 

 
Thanks to all who sent in updates!!  We’d love to hear from AlL of YOU in the year ahead, so please stay in 
touch and let us know what’s up! If you have a business or are involved in your community in some way that 
we can connect to or visit, let us know. Want to ZOOM with classmates? Let us know and we’ll set something 
up or share your link.  Want to host a CORN FEED in the future? Let us know (or contact the Alumni Office).   

Take care, and be well, and Soli deo Gloria! 

   

Jess and Karen 
Jessica (Greco) Lance Karen (Ekstrum/Burton) Evenson 

jesslance27@gmail.com karen.faithumc@gmail.com 
(956) 376-7890 (New Mexico) (763)370-4245 (Minnesota) 

  
We’ve lost touch with a few of our classmates. If you have contact information for them, please have them 

get in touch with the alumni office, so we can get everyone back in the loop (who would like to be): 
Anderson, Sheree M.    Bast, Joseph D.    Benson, Amy J. (Mueller) Bjelland, Ted E.    Brandon, Kristen P. 

Brubakk, Hilde A.    Campe, Beverly J.    Chan, Sin-Wa    Chen, Xin (Daisy)    Cheung, Pak-Tak   
Cheung, Siu-Mei    Dulski, Karin L.    Eid, Charles F.    Erickson, Peter J.    Fee-Dubois, Elizabeth A. (Fee) 

Haarr, Tora-Sofie    Harrington, Mark C.    Hassman, Michael N.    Herring, Jacqueline J.    Hover, Joanna L.   
Johnson, Michelle L.    Karstu, Janne T.    Kjos, Arnulf     Mackenzie, Scott C.    Mbandeka, Festus K.   

Mosby, Mark E.    Nicklas, Nicolle M.    Pettersen, Eivind A.    Rasmussen, Heidi S. (Schock) 
Rosenbaum, Karla M. (Erickson) Rosenbaum, Steve A.    Rosencrans, Todd W.    Sand, Karla M. (Brandon) 

Skaanes, Nina O. (Sletten) Sobstad, Margrethe    Soderholm, Keith F.    Stevens, Rolfe M.   
Thomson, Annette F.  VanWeelden, Kimberly D. (Lindblad)  Wiseman, Bradley D.    Wolf, Karen M.  

 
Karen, Jess, and friends reconnecting at our 25th Cobber Reunion 

mailto:jesslance27@gmail.com
mailto:karen.faithumc@gmail.com

