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It’s been a year.   Where were you when you learned that gatherings were
cancelled?   That you would be working from home?   Or that your job meant
you had to go out and risk getting COVID-19 every day?
 
My hope and prayer for each of you is that you have found something valuable
this year.  A hobby you started.  A friend you connected with virtually.  
 
For me, besides learning to record myself playing the organ for virtual
worship, my gift has been time with my daughter, Maggie.  Dinners, movies
and games that would not have happened had we been keeping up our pre-
pandemic schedule.
 
And…Maggie’s  going to be a Cobber!   Class of 2025. 
 
Finally, join this Cobber mom for our 30th Class 
Reunion  at Homecoming, Sept. 30-Oct. 3, 2021!

Blessings for the year ahead.

 
Laurie (Jacobson) Rappa
Class of ‘91
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MESSAGE FROM LAURIE



Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for
annual tuition will be $27,500, which is
more than $15,000 lower than current
tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The
change in the college’s pricing model
will benefit continuing students as well.
Historically, students have seen an
average annual tuition increase of 4% or
about $1,700 annually. 

Concordia recently announced three
changes to be implemented in Fall
2021: the launch of a new pricing
structure for tuition, a change to its
academic framework by establishing a
schools model within the college, and
the introduction of the Cobber Flex
Year.
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 WHAT'S INSIDE



In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for
2022-23 and 2023-24. 

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic
reorganization to clearly name three schools. Under the new academic
model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the School
of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of
Business to encompass all areas of the college. The new schools model
resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connell is serving
as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of
the School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join
Christopher Mason, who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business
in January 2020. 

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option
offers current students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free
semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation date. The Cobber
Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the
pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling.

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the
vitality of our faith and learning mission. In March 2020, as the realities of
COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance learning.
Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester.
In-person instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to
academic and campus life. Each teaching space was measured to determine
appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces when
necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and
virtual learning attendance was available for those who could not meet in-
person.



2020 Sent Forth Award Recipients

                   

                        Cmdr. Brian Kesselring '00
 

                   
                         Tara (Stueber) Wilson '06

 
 

                     

 
 

ALUMNI AWARDS
 



2020 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

                           Robert Johnson '71

                   
                           Karen (Quanbeck) Grandstrand  '77

 
 

                           Rachel (Nelson) Hollstadt '70

 
 

                           Dr. Bennett Larson '63

 
 

To read the bios of the 2020 AAA and Sent Forth Award Recipients or if you
 would like to nominate a deserving Alum, please go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/AlumniAwards



 More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and 

 During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for

 This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources they need             

 This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of this         

  In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry.

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward while
supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include:

        support to help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every
        one of our students.

        food, transportation, and other critical needs.

        to compete despite COVID-19.

        Concordia tradition and our student musicians.

 
Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “CobbersGive” Fund-

the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with your
passions. The class of 1991 can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers!

Together we are preparing Cobbers to lead and serve in a world that needs
them. During the challenges of COVID-19, your generosity is 

needed more than ever. 
 

Learn more or give early at ConcordiaCollege.edu/cobbersgive
 

GIVING UPDATE



CLASS UPDATES
Kristi (Oathoudt) Brownson
In 2021, Kristi is celebrating 20 years with Brownson
PLLC, where she has been Managing Shareholder for
several years with her husband, Robert. We are
fortunate to be able to work both in the office and
remotely and spend the winters in our new home in
Bonita Springs, Florida. Summers remain here at our
home in Hudson, Wisconsin, where we continue to
enjoy boating on the beautiful St. Croix River, and
road trips in our 1970 Triumph TR6.

Rachel (Olson) Lei
After nearly 30 years away from the Red River Valley and 23 years calling
Chicago home, Rachel moved back to Fargo with her family to become
General Counsel at Aldevron LLC. They love being close to family and
simplifying daily life, especially as it has been affected during this pandemic.
At Aldevron, Rachel is grateful to be working in service of our science
community in the race to provide gene-based therapies and cures for COVID-
19, cancer and many other serious diseases.

Mark Ziemann
Mark is now a full-time grad student, pursuing a PhD in Practical Theology at
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, with a research interest of how Christ brings
healing within the addiction community.

Deb (Kramer) and Rick Geiger
This year,  the Geiger’s  are celebrating their 30th year 
in education!  Both Deb and Rick are currently serving 
the teenagers at Coon Rapids High School (MN) as 
School Library Media specialist (Deb) and choir 
director (Rick).   Their daughter Emily graduated from 
St. Olaf College in May 2020 ad has moved to Chicago 
for a year of service with AmeriCorps, and their son 
Noel is currently a student at Concordia—Class of 
2022. They are missing campus visits for concerts and 
other events but look forward to seeing everyone in 
2021-2021.  Peace.

Dr. Leah White

Leah was recently appointed Honors Program Director at Minnesota State
University, Mankato.



Join the Concordia Book Club!
Connect with fellow Cobber alumni,
faculty/staff, current students, and
current/former parents to read and
discuss a variety of fiction novels. To join
the group search Concordia College
Fiction Book Club .

Host a Corn Feed in your area!
Gather area alumni to strengthen
relationships between alumni, parents,
and students. Reach out to Marah Moy
at mmoy@cord.edu if you are interested
in hosting. Costs up to $200 are
reimbursed.

Homecoming 2021
Make plans to attend Oct. 1-3. 

Watch our website for updates.
ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming



HELP US LOCATE

If you know any of the 1991 Alumni below, please ask them to update their
information by going to concordiacollege.edu/classnotes or 

send an email to alumni@cord.edu. 
We would love to update their records.

Anne C. Aamot
Jacquelyn Ables

Shirley D. Carlson
Lai-Mui (Julia) Chung

Kelby Halone
Michelle Hasbargen

Doulgas Haugen
Fanuel Hengari

Kelly (Pinske) Hickles
Jodi Hoyt

Albert S. Hunt
Jerry A. Johnson

 

Karen L. Jordan
Lori A. Kinder

Wai M. Kiu
Krystine (Bolin) Leckrone

Ka-Wai Li
Tracy (Salo) Lysne

Lilja Olafsdottir
JoAnn Olson Schwabland

Dean Studer
John Town

John Wetzstein
Kelly Wold

 

 Alumni can send in life updates throughout the year. 
Go to: www.ConcordiaCollege.edu/ClassNotes


