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I was at a conference earlier this year and one of the speakers gave me something to consider. She asked 
what the three top priorities were in your life right now. I hadn’t planned on attending this conference and 
I hadn’t planned on having an existential shift as a result of attending a lecture on communications at an 
emergency services conference. Nonetheless, there it was. I was struck by the question. I started making a 
long list of priorities based on the roles I play in my life, husband, employee, employer, friend. Her next 
sentence stopped me again. If you can’t narrow it down to three and you are making an exhaustive list, 
you have a task list, not a set of priorities. In my defense, I had been really busy lately, and it was a 
Saturday morning, but I just couldn’t come up with a short list of priorities.  

I flashed back to a favorite quote from Richard Bach, “The simplest questions are the most profound. 
Where were you born? Where is your home? Where are you going? What are you doing? Think about 
these once in a while and watch your answers change.” I know that my answers have changed a lot over 
the last 30 years. 

In these divisive dualistic times where much of the news is boiled down to right and wrong, good and 
bad, it seems to me that there is at least one other big question that we should be asking ourselves. What 
ought we to be doing? What ought we to be doing to create the life, family and community that we want 
to be a part of? Most of us aren’t in a position to significantly change the nature social media and public 
discourse, but each of us have an opportunity to impact the lives that we encounter daily, starting with our 
own. 

As Cobbers we are “Sent Forth to Influence the Affairs of the World.” Whatever our current position in 
life, whatever our vocation or our relationships we have an opportunity and a responsibility to build and 
participate in this world. When I get hooked into a political conversation, or I despair at news of the latest 
tragedy I become ineffective. In my professional life I work with a lot of people who see things 
differently than I do. I find that I am more effective when I make an effort to set aside emotionally and 
politically charged language in favor of a real conversation about values.  

In practical terms I like to describe my personal formula for success as trying to put a little more into life 
than I take out. If I had to summarize three priorities I think they would look like this: Be good, be 
present, be courageous. Be good; work to improve the quality of life around you. Be present; participate 
fully in your life every day. Be courageous; be willing to stand up for what you believe. 

I’m making my travel plans to be back in Moorhead for Concordia Homecoming 2018 and I am reminded 
that we are just over a year out from our 30-year class reunion. I will be looking for a group of people to 
help spread the word and make sure that we have a great gathering in the fall of 2019. Several people 
have indicated their willingness to help including Kari Hanssen, Sarah Banks, and Steve Storgaard. Please 
let me know if you are interested. If you are not already a member of the class of 1989 Facebook page, 
please take a moment to join us there for updates. https://www.facebook.com/groups/111177342307102/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/111177342307102/


Classmate updates 

Lisa (Gunderson) Tonder was awarded a Medtronic Technical Fellow from her employer Medtronic, Inc 
where she has worked in Clinical Statistics for 27 years. One of the first projects that she organized and 
funded with part of her annual stipend was to bring 8 Concordia Students and Faculty to the Medtronic 
Fridley facility to spend a day and receive instruction on Medtronic as a company, Deep Brain 
Stimulation therapy for Parkinson's disease and Epilepsy, meet with employees, and get advice on how to 
succeed with a career in statistics or engineering. 
 
James Cox is now the director of IT and Health Information at Tamarack Management, Inc. in Missoula, 
MT. 
 
Sarah Banks was married on January 28, 2015, to Terry Sieck in a destination wedding at Fort Myers 
Beach, Florida. They reside in Willmar, MN. Sarah Banks has worked in county government since 2005 
as a Child Protection Specialist. In June 2018, she accepted a lateral move to that of Investigator/Assessor 
in the Child Protection Unit in Willmar, MN, Kandiyohi County. Terry is Owner of Glacial Lakes 
Environmental Consulting. 

 

CAMPUS UPDATE – SUMMER 2018 

CLV: 

The summer of 2017 continued a three-year trend of strong enrollment with over 4,580 villagers and 
families attending a Concordia Language Villages’ program.  Registration for the summer of 2018 
continues that upward trend in enrollment, demonstrating the value placed on world language and culture 
education.   

Concordia Language Villages received the largest gift in its history from Simone Corporation and its 
CEO Kenny Park: $5M to support the first phase of construction of the Korean Language Village on 
Turtle River Lake. The gift was given in celebration of 30 years of language and culture at Sup sogŭi 
Hosu, the Korean Language Village.  Additionally, the Language Villages will recognize and celebrate 35 
years of Sēn Lín Hú, the Chinese Language Village, with a special program prior to International Day on 
August 10. 

Music: 

• This May, the Concordia Orchestra spent two weeks on a cultural immersion trip in Greece, 
visiting eight cities and performing several concerts.  

• The 2016 Concordia Christmas Concert “Gather Us In, O Child of Peace” earned a regional 
Emmy award for special event coverage. This is the second time a Concordia Christmas Concert 
has received the Upper Midwest Regional Emmy award.  

• Dr. Rene Clausen was honored with the Weston H. Noble award for Lifetime Achievement at the 
2018 ACDA Central and North Central Conference this year. Clausen is in his 32nd year at 
Concordia College as the conductor of The Concordia Choir.  

Athletics: 

• Senior Bailey Hovland broke several throwing records this year, winning the MIAC 
Championship and breaking the conference meet record in the hammer throw. Hovland’s hammer 
mark qualified her for the Women’s Track and Field Nationals Meet this spring.  

• Brandon Zylstra ’15 signed a reserve/futures deal with the Minnesota Vikings for the upcoming 
season, after two successful seasons with the Edmonton Eskimos. Zylstra caught 100 passes for a 
league-best 1687 yards in 2017. 



• Head tennis coach Joseph Murrey was named 2018 MIAC Coach of the Year after leading the 
team to the conference postseason for the first time since 2011.  

• Becca O’Shurak has been hired as the first female head coach of women’s soccer. O’Shurak has 
previously served as assistant coach at Youngstown State and Tennessee Tech University.  

• Chad Johnson was named the Bobby Bell College Impact Player of the Year by the Minnesota 
Chapter of the National Football Foundation. He is only the second athlete from the MIAC to 
receive the honor. This honor is in addition to his MIAC All Conference Awards (3 years) and the 
2017 MIAC MVP Award he received earlier this year.  

 
Other Updates: 

• Concordia has been awarded a $1,000,000 grant from the Andrew Mellon Foundation in honor of 
former Mellon Foundation president Earl Lewis ’78. This grant will be used for faculty 
development, scholarships for diverse students, program support for the Office of Diversity and 
support for the National Book Awards. This grant is in addition to the $800,000 grant from the 
Mellon Foundation the college received earlier this year to support PEAK and diversity initiatives 
across campus.  

• Rachel Schaefer ’18 was named a Fulbright Scholar and will be working at the Universidad 
Nacional de Colombia next year.  

• This past fall, Concordia College launched the RISE Campaign, a comprehensive fundraising 
campaign with a goal of raising $150,000,000 by December 2019. These funds will be used to 
support three pillars of the Concordia experience: integrative learning, inclusive learning, and 
innovative learning. For more information, head to www.riseforconcordia.com  

• The Department of Chemistry celebrated 100 years in early March (Chemistry has been at 
Concordia 102 years, but the event was postponed until the completion of the new Integrated 
Science Center).  The day-long celebration included talks from chemistry alumni from across the 
country, a career networking event for students and a banquet in the evening with Robert 
Homann, Professor Emeritus and Past Dean of the College, as the keynote speaker.   

• Over spring break, 130 students served out the mission of the college all over the country, 
participating in 8 volunteer opportunities including: Habitat for Humanity Trips to Louisiana, 
Florida and the Carolinas, a hurricane relief trip to Dallas, Justice Journey Trips to New Orleans 
and El Paso, and High Impact Leadership Trips to Milwaukee and Pittsburgh.   

 

Alumni Awards: 

The National Alumni Board voted on the 2018 Alumni Achievement, Sent Forth and Called to Serve 
Awards. To learn more about each award, visit Cord.edu/alumniawards. 

2018 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients  
Charles Beck ’48   Dr. Richard Sibley ‘67 
Darnell Carter ‘75   Claudia Swendseid ‘78 

2018 Sent Forth Recipients 
Dr. Tammy Frisby ’99   Arday Ardayfio ‘02 
 
Fundraising Update: 

Concordia continues to have fundraising success due to generous supporters in each class. In the past few 
years, Concordia has continued to surpass fundraising goals and can create new opportunities for students, 
including the completion of the Integrated Science Center and student scholarships.  

http://www.riseforconcordia.com/
http://www.cord.edu/alumniawards


This past year, our class had 16.7% participation and gave $29,964. Since graduation, our class has given 
$463,554 in outright gifts. THANK YOU! 

 

Jeff Cadwell ‘89 

Class Agent 
 
 

 


