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Nothing has marked the passage of time for us like two events last fall: walking 
my daughter down the aisle and standing in line in Knutson Center to buy a 
glass of wine. Thirty years changes a lot of things! 
 
Three weeks before Kim and I traveled to St. Augustine, Florida, for our oldest 
daughter’s wedding (Elise ’16), we found ourselves back in Moorhead 
surrounded by friends from our college years. The weekend began with the 
Homecoming Banquet, held last year in the Centrum. Our class was gathered 
at two small tables in the balcony of the Centrum, drinking wine—not just 
dipping communion wafers into the wine. 
 
On Saturday, the Class of 1988 met in the new Integrated Science Center. The 
classroom where we met is approximately where the entrance to Ivers Science 
building was located in our era. We had a great time reminiscing with the help 
of classmate Paul Nicholson who reminded us of life on campus in the mid-
1980s and who challenged us to leave our campsites better than we find 
them. 
 
After the breakfast, a large crew of us joined in the annual parade to 
represent our class. A banner announcing our advanced age and some 
vintage dancing to 80s hits like “Thriller” was certainly entertainment to those 
lining Eighth Street. I donned my Corn Head hat, which is considered very cool 
by the elementary schoolers in the crowd! 
 
On Saturday night, we found ourselves back in Knutson Center, standing in line 
to buy glasses of wine (or beer) once again. Most classes chose to meet there, 
so we had a great mix of generations joining in at the food buffet. Our area 
included the soft chairs in the atrium, a good place to converse and reminisce 
about our Cobber glory days. 
 
Topping off the night was a trip to O’Leary’s Pub in south Moorhead for a few 
more drinks and classmate karaoke. The 80s tunes were favorites along with a 
few jazz standards (thanks, Phil Assis!). 
 
The weekend closed with the traditional All Campus Worship in Memorial 
Auditorium. By chance, we had seen a post from Steve Schaefer that Dr. Joan 
Buckley was en route to Moorhead for Homecoming on Saturday, so we were 
able to greet her after the service. We were glad we searched her out after 
learning of her passing earlier this year. 
 
Thanks to all who joined us in Moorhead for our 30th reunion. You made it a fun 
and memorable experience! 
 
With Homecoming in our rearview mirror, we found ourselves back on 
Concordia’s campus in January this year, becoming Cobber parents once 
again. Our youngest of two daughters, Maya ’21, decided to transfer from 
Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama, to Concordia to continue her pre-
medical program.  
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Campus News 
Dr. René Clausen announced that he will retire following the 2019-20 
academic year, concluding his service as professor of music and conductor of 
The Concordia Choir.  Clausen is a leader in choral music as both a conductor 
and a composer. He is the artistic director of the Concordia Christmas 
Concerts. In addition to composing arrangements and original pieces for 
Concordia ensembles, he has written dozens of commissioned compositions 
including “MEMORIAL” and “Crying for a Dream” for the American Choral 
Directors Association. Clausen was also commissioned by Concordia to create 
a major work in observance of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. The 
work is titled “The Passion of Jesus Christ” and premiered at Orchestra Hall in 
2017.  President William Craft noted in an announcement to the Concordia 
community that throughout his work at the college Clausen has lived the 
mission of The Concordia Choir “to uphold a sacred choral tradition through 
the uncompromising and unrelenting collaborative pursuit of musical integrity 
and spiritual expression.”  
 
The Center for Student Success has a new home in the Normandy.  The 
beautifully renovated space is open and light making for an inviting space for 
students.  The center includes academic support, Orientation and First-Year 
Transition Programming, the Peer Mentor program, and the Diversity 
Coordinator for Student Support Services. 
 
More than 300 students presented their posters or spoke at concurrent sessions 
during Concordia’s 2019 Celebration of Student Scholarship (COSS) on April 10.   
 
The RISE Campaign, a comprehensive fundraising campaign with a goal of 
raising $150,000,000 by December 2019, was completed ahead of schedule 
this year.  
 
In the spring of 2018, Concordia had only one team – women’s basketball – 
with a female head coach.  Fast forward one year, and with the hiring of new 
volleyball head coach Faith Dooley, the Cobbers now have 5 additional 
female head coaches mentoring student/athletes. Dooley, who was an All-
American at the University of North Dakota, joins women’s golf head coach 
Kari Weidner-Ceniceros, Maureen Greiner of women’s hockey, Rebecca 
O’Shurak from women’s soccer and NDSU All-American Laura Januszewski 
who coaches both the men’s and women’s cross country teams. The rise of 
female head coaches was recognized by University of Minnesota’s Tucker 
Center for Research on Girls and Women in Sport in their 2018-19 coaching 
report card that cited Concordia as the top college in the MIAC for the 
increase in female head coaches over the past year. 
 
Your National Alumni Board has made the following selections for 2019: 

Sent Forth Awards (Young Alumni) presented Gradution weekend: 
Betsy Grams ’98 and Matthew Culloton ‘98 

 
Alumni Achievement Awards (Lifetime) presented at Homecoming: 

Dr. Paul Brandvik ’59; Dr. Kristi Ferguson ’71;  
Dr. Thomas Samuelson ’81; Rev. Ann Svennungsen ‘77 

 
   

 
 

 

https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition/
https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition/
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To submit your updates for the class letter, e-mail your class agents or complete the alumni 
update form online. You can also update your information by calling the Alumni Office at 
218.299.3743. 

 
Lee Carlson is now president of the Board of Directors for the Minnesota Rural Education Association. 
He served as president-elect last year and will serve as past-president next year. The MREA consists of 
225 member school districts in greater Minnesota with an emphasis on advocacy, filling an important 
role as the voice of education in greater Minnesota. 
 
 
 
Class Challenge Update: 
 Total/Potential Donors:  69/494 (14%) 
 2018-2019 Giving:  $17,473.70 
 Lifetime Giving Total: $418,412.61 
 
 

Class Notes 

https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/class-notes/
https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/class-notes/
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 Cobber Children of the Class of 1988 
Thanks for sharing your “most precious gift” with Concordia! 
 

Cobber Student Classmate Parent 
 
Kara Anderson 
Grant Connelly 
Kaia Endrud 
Kirsten Grafstrom 
Kathryn Johnston 
Erik Manning 
Kurt Manning 
Elizabeth Messelt 
John Naugle 
Rose Nicholson 
Lena Nycklemoe 
Maria Pake 

 
Thia (Rothfusz) Anderson 
Steven Connelly 
Steven Endrud 
Paul Grafstrom 
Brian Johnston 
Joyce (Forbord) Manning 
Joyce (Forbord) Manning 
Bruce Messelt 
Peter Naugle 
Paul Nicholson 
Rolf & Bobbi (Tuomi) Nycklemoe 
Jane (Herfindahl) Pake 

Elizabeth Schaefer 
Brittany Scharpen 
Sophie Stubbs 
Siri Torvik 

Steve Schaefer 
Julie (Ernst) Allen 
Brian Stubbs 
John Torvik 

Kayla Troen 
Maya Woodwick 

Steven Troen and Milissa (Holm) Troen 
Daniel and Kim (Pederson) Woodwick 
 
• Some entering freshman information is not yet available. 
 

 

 
 
 
Soli Deo Gloria, 
 
 
 
Dan and Kim (Pederson) Woodwick 
Class Agents for 1988 
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