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What do Rain Man, Doppler Radar, Phantom of the Opera, Sega Genesis, 

Wonder Years, and Scattergories have in common? Along with the Concordia 

Class of 1988 they are celebrating 30 years! 

 

We are excited to welcome you back to your Concordia home September 27-

29, 2018. Homecoming 2018 will provide many opportunities to reconnect with 

your Cobber classmates, Concordia professors and other Cobber friends. We 

look forward to hearing about all of your adventures, family updates and, of 

course, memories of the 80’s at Concordia.   

 

Every 1988 Cobber is needed!!  In addition to your attendance at 

Homecoming, there are several other ways that we could use your help to 

make this 30th Reunion successful: 

 

 The class of 1988 will have an entry in the parade and would love to 

have as many classmates as possible to walk or ride together in the 

parade.  Thank you to Linda (Today) Robinson who is coordinating our 

entry.  It’s simple to participate in the parade, meet on Saturday 

following the breakfast in room 201 of the new Integrated Science 

Center.  If you have any questions related to our entry in the parade,  

please send them to todayrobinson@yahoo.com. 

 Please send photos to use at the Reunion Breakfast, as we would love 

to have enough photos to build a great slide show.  Please upload 

photos to https://www.dropbox.com/request/3TFlJndCLaOak4jLvW20. 

 

To aid in planning your Homecoming weekend and purchase event tickets we 

encourage you to visit the Concordia Homecoming website found at 

https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni-donors/news-and-

events/homecoming/ . For a preview of the weekend, a list of Homecoming 

highlights is provided below (events with an * are ticketed events): 

 

Thursday, September 27 

Bonfire and Fireworks 

 

Friday, September 28 

Alumni Registration and Hospitality, Atrium Alcove, Knutson Campus Center 

Homecoming Banquet and Reception *, Memorial Auditorium 

All-Reunion Gathering (for all class years), Radisson Hotel Fargo 

 

Saturday, September 29 

1988 Reunion Breakfast*, Integrated Science Center, room 201 

Academic Open House, Integrated Science Center 

Homecoming Parade 

Football vs. St. Thomas* 

Homecoming Concert 

1988 Reunion Gathering *, Knutson Campus Center Atrium 

 

Sunday, September 30 

All-Campus Worship 

 

We are truly excited to see you and celebrate our 30th reunion. If you have 

any questions or other ideas you would like to share with us, please send them 

to EMAIL ADDRESS.  Best wishes and we will see you in October! 

 

Kim and Dan 

Message from Dan and Kim 

Inside our Class Letter 

1 Message from Class Agents 

2 Snapshots Around CCMM 

3 Campus News 

4 Class Notes 

7 Your Support of the Mission 

8 Cobber Kids Update 

LIKE our Class Page on 

Facebook: 

Concordia Class of 1988 

 

Class Letter 
June 2018 

 

mailto:todayrobinson@yahoo.com
https://www.dropbox.com/request/3TFlJndCLaOak4jLvW20
https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni-donors/news-and-events/homecoming/
https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni-donors/news-and-events/homecoming/
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Snapshots Around Concordia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offutt School of Business, 

Knutson Center, and the 

new Integrated Science 

Center.  
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Campus News 

Concordia has been awarded a $1,000,000 grant from the Andrew Mellon 

Foundation in honor of former Mellon Foundation president Earl Lewis ’78. This 

grant will be used for faculty development, scholarships for diverse students, 

program support for the Office of Diversity and support for the National Book 

Awards. This grant is in addition to the $800,000 grant from the Mellon 

Foundation the college received earlier this year. 

 

This past fall, Concordia College launched the RISE Campaign, a 

comprehensive fundraising campaign with a goal of raising $150,000,000 by 

December 2019. These funds will be used to support three pillars of the 

Concordia experience: integrative learning, inclusive learning, and innovative 

learning. For more information, head to www.riseforconcordia.com  

 

Over spring break, 130 students served out the mission of the college all over 

the country, participating in eight volunteer opportunities including: Habitat for 

Humanity Trips to Louisiana, Florida and the Carolinas, a hurricane relief trip to 

Dallas, Justice Journey Trips to New Orleans and El Paso, and High Impact 

Leadership Trips to Milwaukee and Pittsburgh.   

 

The 2016 Concordia Christmas Concert “Gather Us In, O Child of Peace” 

earned a regional Emmy award for special event coverage. This is the second 

time a Concordia Christmas Concert has received the Upper Midwest 

Regional Emmy award.  

 

The Concordia Language Villages received the largest gift in its history from 

Simone Corporation and its CEO Kenny Park: $5M to support the first phase of 

construction of the Korean Language Village on Turtle River Lake. The gift was 

given in celebration of 30 years of language and culture at Sup sogŭi Hosu, the 

Korean Language Village.  

 

Former Cobber Brandon Zylstra ’15 signed a reserve/futures deal with the 

Minnesota Vikings for the upcoming season, after two successful seasons with 

the Edmonton Eskimos. Zylstra caught 100 passes for a league-best 1687 yards 

in 2017. 

 

Head tennis coach Joseph Murrey was named 2018 MIAC Coach of the Year 

after leading the team to the conference postseason for the first time since 

2011. 

 

Your National Alumni Board has made the following selections for 2018: 

Sent Forth Awards (Young Alumni) presented Gradution weekend: 

Dr. Tammy Frisby ’99; Arday Ardayfio ‘02 
 

Alumni Achievement Awards (Lifetime) presented at Homecoming: 

Charles Beck ’48; Darnell Carter ’75;  

Dr. Richard Sibley ’67 and Claudia Swendseid ‘78 

 

Read more at https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni-donors/awards-

recognition/current-alumni-awardees/ 

 

 

 

Sent Forth Award Recipients 

Top: Dr. Tammy Frisby ‘99 

Below: Arday Ardayfio ‘02 

 

 

http://www.riseforconcordia.com/
https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni-donors/awards-recognition/current-alumni-awardees/
https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni-donors/awards-recognition/current-alumni-awardees/
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Class Notes - Obituaries 

Sheri Lynn (Wunch) Thureen, aged 50, passed away quietly at Chester 

County Hospital, West Chester, PA, on the morning of October 27, 2016, 

after a hard-fought 5-year battle with cancer. 

 

Sheri was born October, 20, 1966 in Hartford, CT, one of four children of 

Richard and Judith Wunch. 

 

She attended and graduated from Hermantown High School, where she 

was active in multiple varsity sports and activities. She is a 1988 graduate 

of Concordia College, Moorhead MN, majoring in Computer Science 

and Psychology, with minors in Mathematics and Spanish. She also holds 

Graduate degrees from the University of Delaware and Harvard 

University. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of Sheri's adult life was spent in Delaware and Pennsylvania while working for the DuPont Company 

and later for Computer Sciences Corporation. While employed, she also completed extended work 

assignments in Australia and England. 

 

Sheri's greatest passion in life was her family, and together they enjoyed travel, the beach, the lake and 

being outdoors. Sheri instilled in her children a love of adventure and the belief that if you commit to 

something you always give your best effort. She demonstrated this with every project she tackled, 

whether at work or with a vast array of DIY projects at home over these last few years.  

 

While Sheri attained a high level of professional success, she was humble at heart, never seeking the 

spotlight and a loyal friend to those who knew her. 

 

She is preceded in death by her grandparents and brother, Ricky. 

 

She is survived by her two teenage daughters, Madison and Sydney and her husband of 27 years, Dean.  

 

She is also survived by her brothers, Michael and Tim, her parents and her In-laws, Orris and Beverly 

Thureen, brother-in-law, Scott (Alana), sister-in-law Diane, nieces, nephews and numerous loving relatives 

and friends. 

Judith Ann Woods, age 73, passed away in Brainerd, MN on March 7, 2018. 

Judy was born October 10, 1944 in Wausau, WI to Theodore Grant Anderson 

and Florence (Hackett) Anderson. Judy attended Wausau schools and 

graduated from Wausau Senior High in 1963 and from Concordia College in 

Moorhead, MN in December 1987 with degrees in sociology, psychology, 

and religion. Earning her college degree was an accomplishment about 

which she was very proud as she had promised her dad she would complete 

her college studies after leaving Augsburg College in Minneapolis, MN in the 

late 1960's. 

 

Judy lived in Billings, MT for several years and was very successful in radio and television 

advertising sales. Her job as a salesperson allowed her the freedom to care for her three 

daughters and make a good living. She moved to Fargo, ND in 1984 before moving to Denver, 

CO in 1990. In recent years, Judy lived in Brainerd, MN where she was cared for by the staff at 

Edgewood Senior Living Center.  

 

Judy loved Elvis, Golden Retrievers, remodeling houses, and summers at the family's Pelican 

Rapids, MN lake home. Judy battled a number of health issues throughout her life, but always was 

able to persevere. She thrived following a kidney transplant in 1984 and was eternally grateful to 

the person from whom she received the kidney. Judy had a wonderful sense of humor and a soft 

spot for anyone who might be struggling in life. Judy loved to talk with people and would strike up 

a conversation with anyone, anytime, anywhere. 
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Mike was born February 18, 1966 in Fargo, ND to Julian and Shirley (Johnson) Twedt. He grew up in 

Kindred, ND, where he attended grade school and high school. Mike graduated in 1984 from 

Kindred High School and received his accounting degree from Concordia College in 1988. 

 

In the summer of 1988, Mike moved to California where he worked in the finance division of the 

Cargill salt division. He moved to Minneapolis in 1994 where he continued to work for Cargill in their 

internal audit division. Mike progressed into a financial operations management role with Cargill's 

Black River Asset Management, and later into origination with its Trade and Structured Finance 

business before moving on from the Cargill family of businesses. Mike then worked in international 

sales for airplane scale manufacturer Intercomp, before joining Keller Property Management as a 

partner in 2016. At the time of his death, he was beginning a new venture in industrial real estate. 

 

Mike’s love of sports was evident in his participation in high school football, basketball and track 

and college football; and he carried this passion on in his support of the Minnesota Gophers, Twins, 

and Vikings. He also enjoyed golfing, traveling, and spending time at the lakes. His love of life was 

evident by the large circle of friends that he retained from high school, college and work.  
 

 
Mike married Lisa Husby in September 2006 and they were together for a couple years. During that 

time, he found his beloved female companion -- his Golden Lab Sasha. He and Sasha were 

inseparable for the past 12 years, and he recently had to put her to sleep. 

 

Mike is survived by his parents Julian and Shirley Twedt, West Fargo, ND; his sisters Sherrie (Jeff 

Michels) Peterson, Fargo, ND, and Alana Twedt, Beaverton, OR; his nieces Heather Peterson, Fargo, 

ND, and Brianna (Stephen Byrne) Peterson, Belfield, ND, and nephew Staff Sergeant Dylan Peterson, 

Melbourne, FL; his extended family of aunts, uncles and cousins; and his many friends, including his 

long-time friend and supporter, Lisa Palm, Minneapolis, MN. 

Michael Wayne Twedt, aged 52, of Minneapolis, MN, died on April 16, 2018, 

after a fall in his home. To quote his good friend Joel Hanson: “Mike’s life has 

impacted many, many people and now his passing has left us all broken 

hearted. We are left clinging to memories that will surely bring laughter and a 

smile each time he crosses our minds. Mike’s passing has left a huge void for 

us all. The thing is that whether it was a day, a week, a month, a year, or 10 

years since we last saw him, it was never hard to pick up right where you had 

left off with him.” 

Judy is survived by her daughters, Lainie (JD) Walkinshaw, Jessica (Chris) Fiedler, and Naomi (John) 

Quinn all of whom live in the Denver area and grandchildren Ty, Jordan, Ryan, Lexi, Jillian, Luke, 

Anna, Julia, and Drew. She is also survived by her sister, Christina Krizek, and her brothers Ted 

Anderson, Paul Anderson, John Anderson, and Mark Anderson, as well as several nieces and 

nephews.  

 
Judy was preceded in death by her parents. 

 

 

Bickle, Catherine M. Miller, Paul D. 

Danks, Paula A. Osterbauer, Joseph H. 

Efraimson, Jonathan C. Preece, Michelle D. 

Faller, Debra M. Schumacher, Richard L. 

Fornes, Candace R. Thompson, Tammy L. 

Honsey, Marilyn R. Thureen, Sheri L. 

Jolie, Michelle L. Twedt, Michael W. 

Lisell, Tracy L. Woods, Judith A. 

 

Class Notes – Deceased Classmates List 
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Reminder:  If you have news or conversation items to share with your Cobber Classmates, submit 

them at https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni-donors/stay-in-touch/update-my-info-2/ or 

e-mail to alumni@cord.edu.  

Class Notes - Updates 

Phillip Assis just began his fifth Foreign Service posting as the Press Attaché at the U.S. Embassy in 

Tunis, Tunisia. He will be there for the next three years. He became a Foreign Service officer about the 

time of our 20th reunion. 

 

Trenda (Boyum) Boyum-Breen is President of Rasmussen College in Bloomington, MN, since April 2012. 

 

Lee Carlson was elected president-elect for the MN Rural Education Association, serving in that 

position this year, as president next year, and past-president the year after. The MREA consists of 225 

member school districts in Greater MN with an emphasis on advocacy, filling an important role as the 

voice of Greater MN. This is my 5th year on the board for MREA, 15th year on the Governing Board for 

Education MN, and 12th year on the board for the MN Education Equity Partnership. 

 

One of Lee’s children graduated from Gustavus in 2017, another is a sophomore at GAC currently, 

and his youngest is a freshman at St. James High School. 

 

Lee is currently wrapping up his 29th year of teaching English, also instructing concurrent classes 

through Southwest State University in Marshall, MN. 

 
Karen Dickerson is the Campus Director of the Enrollment Center at Cuyahoga Community College 

in Westlake, OH. Karen earned her Master of Science degree in College Student Personnel Services 

from Miami University in Oxford, OH, in 1990. She was awarded the “Exemplary University Service 

Award” in May 2012 by the University of Akron, Akron, OH. 

 

Lisa Fossum is National Security & U.S. Foreign Relations Reference Librarian for George Washington 

University Law School in Washington, DC. 

 

Eric Holland is the Health and Social Services Administrator for Fairbanks North Star Borough. He 

earned a Masters of Business Administration degree from the University of Alaska Fairbanks in 2014. 

 

Becky (Ness) married Steve Hoogenakker in August 2013. Becky is the Office Manager for Showcase 

Landscape in Maple Grove, MN. 

 

Mark Olson is the Director of Harvard Band and Wind Ensemble at Harvard University in Cambridge, 

MA.  

 

Ed Packer celebrated thirty years of employment with Thomson Reuters (formerly West Publishing). 

 

Steve Schaefer’s daughter Rachel Schaefer ’18 was named a Fulbright Scholar and will be working at 

the Universidad Nacional de Colombia next year.  

 

 

https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni-donors/stay-in-touch/update-my-info-2/
mailto:alumni@cord.edu
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Your Financial Support of the Mission 

 
Alumni giving at Concordia provide funding that helps students 

directly with support for academic programs, facilities and 

scholarships. It is a great way to give back to the college and help 

current and future college students have an affordable Concordia 

education and keep Concordia going strong.  

 

Here are the metrics for our class this year: 

 

 For fiscal year 2017-2018, the class of 1988 achieved 14.31% (71/496) 

donor participation and just under $22,600 in donations. Thank you for 

your contributions and efforts to assist keeping Concordia affordable! 

 At any time, visit www.concordiacollege.edu/giving to make a gift. 

The website lets you set up installment giving, allowing you to spread 

out your donation over a series of months. Many employers offer 

matching programs, which is a wonderful way to increase your 

impact. 

 Thank you for all the wonderful ways you support Concordia – past, 

present and future! Our lifetime contributions are now $400,849. 

 

Class Notes - Lost List 
 
The following classmates do not have current addresses on file with Concordia. If 

you are still in contact with them and they would like to receive mailings and 

other communication from the college (like Homecoming details), please have 

them contact the Alumni Office to update their information. 
 

Anderson, Joel T. 

Anderson, Ross E. 

Bergsholm, Ingebjorg 

Bergsholm, Kjetil G. 

Brekke, Hans T. 

Christ, Christine M. 

Colattur, Nancy L. 

Dunham, Joel W. 

Engebretsen, Carsten B. 

Ericson, Angela R. 
 

Galbrecht, Renae L. 

Grismer, Sylvia H. 

Hoium, Paul A. 

Jameson, Mary E. 

Mattson, Leslie A. 

Michael, Karen E. 

Mostraum, Siw C. 

Nilsen, Oystein R. 

Stromvoll, John-Egil 

Tollefson, Kristin A. 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

http://www.concordiacollege.edu/giving
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Cobber Children of the Class of 1988 
Thanks for sharing your “most precious gift” with Concordia! 

 

Cobber Student Classmate Parent 

 

Kara Anderson 

Rikka Bergstrom 

Hailey Bruns 

Becca Delay 

Benjamin Dyrhaug 

Kaia Endrud 

Ean Goos 

Kirsten Grafstrom 

Jack Hiedeman 

Rachel Johnson 

Kathryn Johnston 

Tabatha Lambrecht 

Erik Manning 

Elizabeth Messelt 

John Naugle 

Rose Nicholson 

Lena Nycklemoe 

Adam Ortmeier 

 

Thia (Rothfusz) Anderson 

Ruth (Rieke) Bergstrom 

Nancy (Jacobson) Bruns 

Tad DeLay and Jan (Shobe) DeLay 

Sephani (Raymond) Dyrhaug 

Steven Endrud 

Larry Goos 

Paul Grafstrom 

Kevin Hiedeman 

Todd Johnson 

Brian Johnston 

Jewel (Nesvig) Lambrecht 

Joyce (Forbord) Manning 

Bruce Messelt 

Peter Naugle 

Paul Nicholson 

Rolf & Bobbi (Tuomi) Nycklemoe 

Steven Ortmeier 

Cassidy Rahman 

Elizabeth Schaefer 

Brittany Scharpen 

Sophie Stubbs 

Siri Torvik 

Jessica (Beachy) Rahman 

Steve Schaefer 

Julie (Ernst) Allen 

Brian Stubbs 

John Torvik 

Jessica Troen 

Kayla Troen 

Steven Troen and Milissa (Holm) Troen 

Steven Troen and Milissa (Holm) Troen 

  Some entering freshman information is not yet 

available. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

We look forward to seeing you in September for our 30th reunion gatherings! Go Cobbers! 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

 

 

 

Dan and Kim (Pederson) Woodwick 

Class Agents for 1988 


