
 
Greetings, classmates! 
 
I have never been so thankful for technology! During this pandemic, thank goodness for all the ways we 
have been able to connect. I had a cool moment of connection the other week when classmate Verlene 
"Beanie" (Jacobson) Stotts emailed me information for this letter. Beanie talked about her work at 
Discovery Middle School here in Fargo, which led me to ask if she knew a friend of mine that used to 
worked there. Long story short, we discovered that my stepson, Parker, who is a senior at Concordia 
majoring in music, did his clinicals under Beanie’s tutelage last year. Small world! One thing this pandemic 
has taught me is to be thankful for each and every connection and meaningful interaction. Beanie, and to 
all of you who are helping our young people make their way in this world, thank you!  
 
THE CLASS OF 1986’S 35TH CLASS REUNION – As crazy as it is, our 35th class reunion is this fall. Homecoming 
dates are Sept. 30-Oct. 3. Our reunion breakfast and evening gathering will be held on Saturday, Oct. 2; 
please mark your calendars!  
 
UPDATES FROM THE CLASS OF 1986  
Information is directly as sent in from classmates… 
 

Tim Hanson – Our firm, Mind Shift (mindshift.works), expanded into the Denver market 
in 2020.  We now have 4 offices (Fargo, Minneapolis, Milwaukee and Denver) with plans 
to launch at least two more locations in 2021.  Mind Shift hires, trains and contracts high-
functioning individuals on the autism spectrum in professional technical positions.  
 
 

 
Joyce (Jacobson) Cole – Like many, our household experienced unemployment due to 
COVID 19. October brought our family together in South Carolina for the masked 
wedding of my middle bonus daughter. In January 2021, I started a new position as 
Training and Development Manager, No./So. American with ProPharma Group. Other 
than that, just trying to survive the pandemic and keeping socially distanced so I can 
assist my mom when she needs it and keep her safe! Cheers to a different kind of year 

in 2021!        
 

Beth (Olson) and Doug Kovash – Beth & I celebrated Anniversary #33 on January 2nd.  It 
all started at Concordia you know!! Beth continues to teach 6th English & Language Arts 
@ Hayden Middle School - 2021 will be her 17th year in AL. Doug left the non-profit 
homeless ministry (Firehouse Ministries in downtown Birmingham, AL) he was involved 
for parts of 10 years (2009-2019) to get back on a college campus in May 2019. Serving 
as major gift officer for Samford University Athletics on our Development Team. Our 3 

kids have settled just north of Birmingham in the suburb of Gardendale & Dora, AL. Jenna (31) is married 
to Brandon Harris and they have 2 extremely active boys named Luke (6) & Levi (18 months). Jordan (29) 
married back in October 2019 to Brianna and they now have 3 boys (Brady (12), Mason (5), and Ashton (5 
months).  So, that gives us 5 grandsons - NO GIRLS!! Beth & I love being grandparents and being able to 
see our kids anyway of the week with everyone living so close by. My youngest daughter Kayla (27) is 
single and works as a labor & delivery nurse - has been traveling to various cities for 2-3-month contracts 
in Boston, Charlotte & San Antonio (begins next month). 
 



Christine Anderson -- Living in St. Louis Park with partner Steve O’Neil since 2010. Working at The Lacek 
Group on Ford Motor Company account.  
 

Chris and Kristin (Overby) McWeeny continue in the Twin Cities, serving at the home 
office of the World Mission Prayer League to provide support for global workers. They 
have recently joined the ranks of those enjoying grandchildren as well as those 
navigating medical challenges with Kristin’s recent diagnosis of MS. They rejoice that 
God is faithful in all things! 
 
 
Janet (Allen) Gruenberg –I am COO of Gilda's Club Kentuckiana, in Louisville, KY.  We 
provide social and emotional support for families living with cancer - all virtually since 
last March when the pandemic required us to close our doors.  I am thankful for the 
technology allowing us to do so!  My husband, Scott, and I have been working at home 
since March.  Our daughters, Gretchen and Charlotte, both live in Lexington so we have 
been able to see them periodically.  Gretchen and her fiancé moved their wedding back 
a year due to the pandemic and we are hopeful August will bring safe enough 

circumstances to hold it then.  This year has been a challenge in various ways for so many and I hope 
everyone is healthy and well! 
 
John Riewer – Physical Education Instructor/Coach/ Driver's Training Instructor, Pine River-Backus High 
School. 35th year of teaching and coaching. Enjoy my summer playing golf. Enjoy attending sporting 
events and concerts (Pre-COVID). Spending time with my kids and grandkids is a gift. Enjoy traveling. 
Currently engaged to Debbie Emans. Lost my wife Kim of 32 years to breast cancer on October 27, 2018.  
Life isn't always fair; but life is great. Go Cobbers! 1986! 
 

Christopher Carlson – I have kept busy taking care of my parents who are in their 90s 
and helping my Dad and family walk through his dying process this past summer, 
working part-time at St. Mary’s Clinic, and helping with prayer and missions ministries 
at North Heights Lutheran Church.  Our son David was on staff with YWAM in New 
Zealand (we got to visit :) and is now studying Physics/Engineering at Bethel. 
 

 
Andrea (Syltie) Wallace –I accepted a new position working as Director of a group of 
25 Optometric Practices (LION Eye Group) in the New York City area. 
 
 
 
 
 

Anne Rognerud – I work as a TV sports and news reporter at the Norwegian Broadcasting 
Corporation, NRK. I live in Oslo, Norway. Married, three children: 22, 20 and 17 years 
old. Love spending time outdoors, especially cross-country skiing and hiking in the 
mountains. 
 
 

 



Shekinah Samaya-Thomas (AKA Joan Granander) – As with all nation-wide educators, 
transitioned in March 2020 to a Covid-19 driven, 100% "remote learning" teaching 
environment with her Adult Education students at the Hayward Adult School. I've spent 
the last 10 months holed up inside my Oakland CA home, venturing out for necessities 
only when required. My husband, Chris, is an "essential worker" on a graveyard shite 
and required to be at work each night, increasing our health risks. Fortunately, we've 

both stayed healthy and virus free, although we have both been touched by Covid-related deaths among 
peers, friends, and extended family. I continue to remotely teach "Soft Skill", English language 
improvement, and career development skills, and in Fall 2020 part a team of "Skilled Facilitators" within 
the Hayward Unified School District (HUSD) to develop and provide training to all staff district-wide on 
Anti-Racism and Anti-Bias concepts. The intention of the team is to bring educational equity to the 
students and community within HUSD by recognizing, understanding, and ultimately dismantling systems 
within our educational institutions that reduce full learning potential. I'm excited to be part of this 
important work now and in the future! 
 

Caren Roberts-Frenzel is an Entertainment Memorabilia Specialist and Cataloguer for 
Bonhams Auction House in Los Angeles, California. She has been with Bonhams since 
2015. 
 
 
 

 
Scott Grumann – Finishing my 26th year teaching 8th grade science at Challenger Middle 
School (Academy School District #20) in Colorado Springs, CO.  I have been married to 
my lovely wife, Ann, for 28 years. Our 16-year-old daughter, Emily, is in high school and 
looking forward to attending Concordia in a couple of years.  As a family we enjoy 
camping with our rescue dog, Misha. 
 

 
Tom Raedeke – Not much new other than continuing to serve as a professor in 
sport/exercise psychology and Director of Graduate Studies in the Department of 
Kinesiology at East Carolina University. 
 
 
 

 
Barbara (Kelly) Geatches -- We (my husband, 3 kids, son in law, grand baby and 4 dogs) 
live in Idaho and are so thrilled, especially in light of current affairs, we are no longer 
living in the Washington DC area.  My life has distilled down to 3 main areas that are all 
focused on helping people understand they have choices that can improve their health 
and quality of life. I've been a consultant with LBRI, an aloe-based skincare line for 16 
years now as I have never found another line that can deliver on being safe, effective, 

and affordable.   I continue to volunteer with the Weston Price Foundation in promoting local sustainable 
food choices and awareness on other health concerns.  And this fall, while all my classmates are entering 
into a phase of life where you are most likely considering retirement options, I went back to school!  In 4 
years, I will be a licensed homeopath.  Nothing like starting a second career path at 60! 
 



Kristi (Fingalson) Lovold – On November 2, 2020 I retired from teaching middle school 
Vocal music after 34 wonderful years of teaching!! (I did not retire because of COVID, I 
hit the rule of 90!!) 
 
 
 
Becky (Kelly) Keran started a new job as Corporate Controller for Atmosphere 
Commercial Interiors in June 2020. It's been an exciting time to start a new role, in a new 
industry, and during the pandemic.  She continues to serve on several professional 
accounting boards. Her family lives in the Twin Cities, and her son recently graduated 
from a different college in the Fargo Moorhead area - NDSU. Looking forward to being 
able to travel and see friends safely in the coming months. If you’d like to read Becky’s 

article about her job search, https://www.mncpa.org/resources/publications/footnote/october-
2020/lessons-learned-networking,-job-transition-during/ 
 

Greg Gardner -- I am now teaching Cyber Defense, Attack, and Security courses online 
to students around the world.  
 
 
 
 

 
Cindy (Olson) Green recently moved from Oklahoma to Colorado with IKAV Energy Inc to 
oversee their legal and human resource functions as the SVP of Human Resources & 
Legal.  Cindy and her husband, John live in a lodge cabin in Durango, Colorado on the 
Animas River and enjoy rafting, hiking, and skiing.     
 
 
Melissa (Dahl) Wall – My husband and I are enjoying retirement. We spend a couple of 
months in the winter in Florida and the rest of the year in Minnesota. We love having our 
son, Jake, close by in St. Paul. Our daughter, Rachel, is in her first year of medical school 
at Central Michigan University. Our bonus daughter, Megan, and her husband just recently 
had their first child. We are now grandparents to a beautiful little girl who we absolutely 
adore!  

 
Jill Sailer -- For almost a year, I have been practicing social distancing and I protected 
myself from COVID-19. I never dreamed a pandemic could be such a terrible experience 
for our country and our world. My work at West River Health Services continues, but the 
music activities in our church and community are minimal. I thank God that I have been 
vaccinated and I hope you will complete your vaccinations too. I hope things are alright 
with my Class of '86 friends.  We will have brighter days in the next year. 

 
Kelly (Engen) Yelle –Both my children Deborah and Caleb go to Florida Southern 
College.  Deborah is an RA there.  My son graduated from High School during the COVID-
19 virus.  Both my husband and I work at the Parrish Medical Center and I work with 
Parrish Home Health as a Care Transitional Coordinator (social work) between the 
hospital and home health.  We are blessed to have both sets of parents living in the 
same area.  My sister (Heidi Engen class of 1984 in Minnesota) and I - both Concordia 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/QWtwCo20kLuPYo7ZC1DrTw?domain=mncpa.org/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/QWtwCo20kLuPYo7ZC1DrTw?domain=mncpa.org/


graduates are very close and blessed with family nearby.  We are thankful to our family, friends, and Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Savior most of all! 
 
Verlene "Beanie" (Jacobson) Stotts – I never dreamed I would return to the frozen tundra of Moorhead, 
MN after graduating from Concordia.  I am in my 31st year of teaching middle-level band, 26 of those 
years at Discovery Middle School in Fargo, ND while living one block east of the Concordia football field!  I 
also enjoy playing clarinet as a member of the Clarion Clarinet Quartet and the Lake Agassiz Band, teaching 
private clarinet lessons out of my home, and shopping for a bargain!  I married Robert Stotts 11.5 years 
ago and together we have a wonderful blended family of 5 children and 4 grandchildren.  So blessed and 
loving life!     
 

Soni (Anderson) Meinke – When you’re 35 years post-college graduation, your update 
for the class letter takes a little different turn. I truly believe my four years at Concordia 
opened the door for a satisfying career that started at Great Plains Software (Fargo), 
moved to Microsoft (Seattle), and now has landed me at Optum (still living in Seattle 
working remote). I have a wonderful retired husband, and two adult daughters – one 
living life in Minneapolis and the other soon to join her after finishing her final year of 

college. Yes, my education prepared me well for that journey. But what I value even more is the lifelong 
relationships that started there. Now that I have my sights on retirement in 12-18 months (including a 
move to Lincoln, NE), I can’t wait to take that next step with my comrades in the “Cobber Cage.” (You 
know who you are.) We have a lot of grand ideas once we get out from under the day-to-day grind of our 
interesting careers. With our eclectic set of experiences, we’ll have an opportunity to shine a light and 
bring happiness to people, animals (maybe even some rodents), and any other creatures to cross our path. 
Here’s to the next chapter. Updates to come. 
 

Dan Ankerfelt had completed his ministry at Minnehaha Communion Lutheran Church 
in MPLS along with his wife - Sally (88') at the end of June 2020. Since then, Dan is 
currently serving as a Pastor part-time at Diamond Lake Lutheran in Mpls and he has also 
been working as a school bus driver for a private school in Richfield, MN. The Ankerfelt's 
have also been watching their three children grow into their own lives - with all three 
now in their 20's - (Joniqua, 29 - Elias, 23 and Jordan - 20). As a hobby and future 

vocation, Dan currently tunes pianos and would like to become a certified piano technician in a couple of 
years.   
 

Joy Zimmerman – A singer/songwriter in Kansas City, I've just released "We'll Hold the 
Light", a tribute song for health care workers and first responders. I'm also working on 
a full-length album due out in May. Looking forward to easier days ahead for us all! 
joyzimmermanmusic.com 
 
 
 

 
Kathy Freije Thompson – I recently celebrated my 30th anniversary with Thomson Reuters 
(formerly West Publishing).  I have held numerous positions over those years, but my 
current position is Director, US Commentary Editorial with a large team of attorney 
editors that product US legal products.  Like many, my husband, who also works for 
Thomson Reuters, and I have been working from home since last March and will continue 
to do so until at least July, but probably longer.  A couple months ago, our daughter who 

is an ICU nurse moved back in with us as she saves money to buy her own home, so we continue to adjust 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/i2NrCL92w4twqyvlIqcNaV?domain=joyzimmermanmusic.com


to three adults occupying the same spaces.  Although I couldn’t interest my son or daughter in Concordia, 
I’m very excited that my niece will be a Cobber in the fall!  We are looking forward to catching up on travel 
we have missed out on over the past year and spending in-person time with relatives and friends. 
 

Marjorie (Braaten) Buchholz-Castronova – Working as Clinical Lead for the MEND at 
Loma Linda University Health!  Published articles in 2020. 
 
 
 
 

Roberta Wentworth – Hello from the North Cascades, Central Washington.  I've been 
working for Holden Village for the past 4 years and have just extended my contract for an 
additional 2 years.  Main responsibilities are managing the Bed & Breakfast, which is at a 
separate location from the Village, and running Fields Point Landing, a parking area for 
passengers taking the ferry up Lake Chelan.  The Village and B&B have been closed to 
guests since last March but hope to offer a modified program this summer/fall.  Ferry is 
considered essential as so has been constant during the year.  Wanted to share that one 

of my favorite breakfasts is a recipe from Cobber housemate Kathy Johnson for Baked Apple Pancake I 
got in 1986.  I've been enjoying this recipe for 35 years now! 
 

Carrie (Johnson) Haug – As John Riewer so eloquently said, life isn’t always fair, but life 
is great! I’ve experienced so many blessings this year, along with things that have caused 
me to have a heavy heart. Through it, I’m in even more awe of those working in the 
medical field. My now almost 2-year-old niece finished treatment for neuroblastoma and 
is doing well. Right after the pandemic hit, my father-in-law, who was living in a nursing 
home passed away, and a beloved cousin was diagnosed and recently passed away from 

pancreatic cancer. Through all of these situations, there were amazing and caring medical professionals 
at every turn. My hats go off to them, including fellow Cobber Chelle Lyons Hanson, who works as a 
chaplain. I saw her talents at work firsthand and will always be thankful. As you read above, classmate Joy 
Zimmerman is also giving a hats off to health care workers and first responders in such a talented way via 
her newly released song, “We’ll Hold the Light”. I highly encourage you to give it a listen.   
 
IN MEMORY  
Betty Ann (Fisher) Boulton, 88. Following are excerpts from Betty Ann’s obituary. “Betty Ann Boulton, 88, 
formerly of Lathrop, MO, died Wednesday, July 15, 2020, at Mercy Hospital, Canton, OH, from 
complications following surgery. Betty was born in Kansas City, Mo., on July 18, 1931, the daughter of 
Ernest Lee and Bessie Ann (Steele) Fisher. Betty had a musical career that thrived and blossomed as she 
moved from place to place with her minister husband, Bishop Edwin C. Boulton… Betty attended William 
Jewell College in Liberty, MO, and Duke University... After moving to Fargo, ND, Betty enrolled at 
Concordia College in Moorhead, MN, where she played several outstanding pipe organs and studied 
choral directing under Paul Christianson. A degree of Bachelor of Music in 1986 followed study with 
Russell Saunders at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY…  Betty was preceded in death by her 
parents, Bessie, and Lee Fisher; her husband, Edwin C. Boulton; her daughter, Melanie Pownell; a brother, 
Harold Fisher; a sister, Zenita Hubbard, and grandchild, J. Brennan Boulton. Betty and Ed had four children: 
Lisa (Jim Babcock), Mitchell (Georga), Jim (Julia), no longer together, and Melanie (Bob Pownell).” The 
obituary notes that Betty had four grandchildren, Breanna, Shaila, Brennan and Tory, along with Lucas, 
who was considered a grandchild, and two great-grandchildren, Ava and Bennett.  
 
FROM THE COLLEGE – NEWS  



Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021: the launch of a new pricing 
structure for tuition, a change to its academic framework by establishing a school’s model within the 
college, and the introduction of the Cobber Flex Year. 
 
• Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than $15,000 lower 

than current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in the college’s pricing model will benefit 
continuing students as well. Historically, students have seen an average annual tuition increase of 4% 
or about $1,700 annually. In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for 
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for 2022-23 and 2023-24. 

 
• To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization to clearly name 

three schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences 
and the School of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of Business to 
encompass all areas of the college. The new schools model resulted in the appointment of two new 
deans. Dr. George Connell is serving as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver 
is dean of the School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join Christopher 
Mason, who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business in January 2020. 

 
• Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option offers current students 

and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free semesters of study beyond their anticipated 
graduation date. The Cobber Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected 
by the pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling. 

 
• In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the vitality of our faith and 

learning mission. In March 2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned 
to distance learning. Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester. In-
person instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to academic and campus life. 
Each teaching space was measured to determine appropriate occupancy and classes were held in 
larger spaces when necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and virtual 
learning attendance was available for those who could not meet in-person. 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION NEW TUITION RATES 
You’ve likely heard about the new pricing structure. I reached out to the college to gather more 
information in order to better understand the topic and the decisions that have been made. The replies 
below are from Karl Stumo, VP for Enrollment and Marketing.  
 
Q: Why did Concordia make the decision to reduce tuition?  
A: Pricing and financial aid studies commissioned over the last four years tell us that students and parents 
see the high published price of Concordia and quickly turn away.  They turn away because it is not clear 
that high tuition levels are heavily reduced by significant financial aid awarded to students.  Many 
students and parents simply walk away from a high list price and assume Concordia is beyond their reach.  

  
The new tuition price is first and foremost a move for clarity, so prospective students and families can 
be presented a clearer and more straightforward price of attendance.   

  
In this change, the college does not seek to suggest that students (either new or continuing) will see a 
dramatic decrease in their out-of-pocket costs.  The change in list price is designed to reduce “tuition 
sticker shock” for prospective students and parents and better express a clear and straightforward cost of 
attendance at Concordia College. 
 



Q: What are the benefits the college is hoping to gain in doing so?  
A: We believe the change in approach will help more students to see that Concordia is indeed possible 
and offers an outstanding educational experience with a high return on investment.   
 
Q: What are the risks? 
A: The college believes the risk of moving to the new tuition and aid model is lower than continuing in 
the old model. 
  
Q: How is the tuition reduction sustainable?  
A. As we noted in the announcement of the new model on September 24, 2020, financial aid packages for 
current students will be adjusted proportionately with the new tuition level.  Additionally, annual tuition 
increases will be limited in comparison to previous years.  Again, the college did not seek to suggest that 
students (either new or continuing) would see a dramatic decrease in their out-of-pocket costs as a result 
of the repricing of tuition. The change was made to clarify the overall process.   That said, tuition costs for 
current students will be lower on average than what they would have been under the old tuition model.   

  
Q: Why should alumni continue to give money to the college, given that the tuition reduction makes it 
feel that money isn’t needed? 
A: Need-based scholarship support from alumni and donors is actually more important now under the 
new model.  Given changes in tuition will impact the availability and amounts of merit scholarships, need-
based financial aid becomes much more important.  Scholarship donations from alumni and other friends 
of the college will be now focused more specifically to those students who show the greatest level of 
financial need.   
  
Q: From a “value” perspective, how does the tuition reduction impact the view of prospective 
students that are considering Concordia vs. other MIAC schools?   
A: The market of college-going students and parents is smart and savvy.  People know that an institution 
with high tuition and high aid is not necessarily of greater quality or value than a school that practices a 
more direct pricing model.    Value is defined by the combination of both educational quality/ experience, 
and actual cost.  The quality of a Concordia education has never been stronger.  At the same time, the 
college is deeply committed to being financially accessible to those students who exhibit financial 
need.  The Concordia combination of quality and affordability stands strong among MIAC private 
institutions as well as public colleges and universities in the region.  We warmly invite alums from all years 
back to campus to experience Concordia Now! 
  
FROM THE COLLEGE – GIVING UPDATE 
In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni has helped propel the college forward while 
supporting the students it serves.  A few highlights from this year: 
• More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and support to help make 

sure a Concordia education is possible for every student. 
• During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for food, 

transportation and other critical needs. 
• This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure Cobber athletes have the resources they need 

to compete despite COVID-19. 
• This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of this 

Concordia tradition and Concordia’s student musicians. 
• In one day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry. 
 
Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “CobbersGive” Fund-the-
Need campaign this month. You’ll likely find an area of the campus that aligns with your passions. The 
class of 1986 can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers! 
 



DO YOU HAVE CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THESE ‘86ERS?  
If you have contact information for these classmates, please let me know so I can share the information 
with the college.   

NAME BIRTH NAME 
Birkeland, Vidar   
Chan, Helen Y.   
Eide, Kari Rindal 
Hanson, Julie A.   
Hernandez, Maria E. Hernandez 
Jensen-Robideau, Jacqueline A. Jensen 
Jondahl, Kimberly J. Hoffman 
Lamphere, Thomas A.   
Naerland, Tore   
Ridge, James A.   
Riopel, Amy P. Anderson 
Sanderson, Mara S. Fulkerson 
Schultz, Scott L.   
Stangeland, Stuart G.   
Turkomani, Abdulhamid M.   

 
All my best!  
Soli Deo Gloria,  
 
 
Carrie (Johnson) Haug  
carrie_haug@yahoo.com 


