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Concordia recently announced three
changes to be implemented in Fall
2021: the launch of a new pricing
structure for tuition, a change to its
academic framework by establishing a
schools model within the college, and
the introduction of the Cobber Flex
Year.

Campus Update 2021

Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for
annual tuition will be $27,500, which is
more than $15,000 lower than current
tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The
change in the college’s pricing model
will benefit continuing students as well.
Historically, students have seen an
average annual tuition increase of 4% or
about $1,700 annually. 



In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for
2022-23 and 2023-24. 

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic
reorganization to clearly name three schools. Under the new academic
model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the School
of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of
Business to encompass all areas of the college. The new schools model
resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connell is serving
as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of
the School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join
Christopher Mason, who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business
in January 2020. 

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option
offers current students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free
semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation date. The Cobber
Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the
pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling.

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the
vitality of our faith and learning mission. In March 2020, as the realities of
COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance learning.
Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester.
In-person instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to
academic and campus life. Each teaching space was measured to determine
appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces when
necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and
virtual learning attendance was available for those who could not meet in-
person.



We are looking for
a class agent for
your class. As a
Class Agent, your
primary role is to
keep your class
connected:
connected to the
college, connected
to each other, and
connected to the
mission of
Concordia.
programming.

If you are
interested and
want to know more,
please reach out to
Karen Carlson at
carlsonk@cord.edu
or 218-299-4335

Jill (Doering) Jacobson
We are getting settled back in Alexandria
after spending 6 years in Moorhead, MN. My
husband Joe, retired a year ago. I am
working part time at the Alexandria
Technical College doing "test outs" for the
Certified Nursing Assistant Registry. Besides
volunteering at our church, we have enjoyed
outdoor activities such as snowshoeing,
cross-country skiing, biking and hiking. Our
daughter, Amy, is a Sophomore at Bethel
University majoring in Occupational Therapy.

Want to be a
Class Agent? CLASS UPDATES

Hilary (Gunderson) Pliska
Hilary retired in 2017 after 26 years with her
employer. Our only son (Justin) was married
in July 2020 in a beautiful ceremony with 375
in attendance & even tho it was the year of
coronavirus - no one got sick that attended !
Shawn and I are looking forward to the days
when we can travel again without so many
restrictions. Life is good!



Katherine (Schultz) Magness
Matt is the Executive Director of the Small Business Development
Center located on the Concordia Campus. Kathy retired after
teaching 34 years in the Fargo Public Schools and currently works
at Roll-A-Ramp. In 2016 we bought this small business which
manufactures lightweight portable ramps to move people and
goods. It is very rewarding to help people solve their access
challenges. Jack will graduate from Concordia in May 2021 with a
degree in Finance.

Laurie (Lattin) Neill
I graduated with a Master of Divinity from Luther
Seminary in 2011 and am currently a pastor at First
Lutheran Church in downtown Fargo. My husband
retired from teaching middle school orchestra but
keeps busy as an adjunct professor at Concordia,
MSUM, and NDSU. We are enjoying being empty
nesters. Our oldest son was married in December
2020.

Michael Schultz
In 2020, a year to forget, I completed 26 yrs with
the Ventura County Sheriff’s Office. I am currently
a Senior Deputy contemplating retirement. My
lovely wife Linda and I also celebrated 26 years of
marriage last year. Our 23yr old son Kyle is
currently in the Navy on the aircraft carrier USS
Theodore Roosevelt.

Julie Du Lac
As with everyone, 2020 was a difficult and challenging year for me.
I transitioned from working in an office to working from home (and
I'm still getting used to it!). I've been with my company now for
almost 22 years and still enjoy what I do. Although I graduated with
an English Writing/Political Science/History degree, my job is as a
Director of Finance. I started as the Director of Operations and as
our agency grew, I was given the choice to focus on what I liked



doing best, and that turned out to be finance and accounting
(don't tell my accounting professor that - I failed miserably at my
accounting 101 class!). In addition to my full time job, I also have a
Accounting Services company on the side and I also teach dog
agility on the weekends. I've missed spending time with my nieces
and nephew this last year and can't wait to get together with them
once we're all vaccinated. My Dad turned 90 this year and we could
only celebrate with the immediate family, and then we had to do it
outdoors. Hopefully this year we can have a big party for him and
my uncle (who also turned 90 in 2020).

Sharyl Geisert
Hi classmates! 2020 certainly brought in new
challenges and with that a broader way of tackling
issues. Two years ago, I joined a group called
SKILLZ to take my martial arts business to a new
level. With that my program is now a child
development program that utilizes the martial arts
to help children be the best version of themselves.
It is amazing and so good I used my skillz  

knowledge in my gym classes. What a difference! The program
focuses on a child's stages of development, Love it! Despite Covid
my program grew. We switched to online courses until we could
reopen our brick and mortor building and now do both in house
and online. Talk about teaching our youth (and adults) how to
adapt! Happy to be an educator. New challenges new solutions!
My daughter is now 20 and in college online. Pleased to have her
home for another year but sorry she is not getting the full benefit
of going away to school. There is/was such an amazing growing
period when off on one's own. One of my biggest times of change
was at Concordia. Fun and challenging times but great to have the
stability of good friends and having some amazing teachers. This
next year will prove to be a fresh chapter in this newly 60 year olds
life. Can you believe it! We are at that age already!!! No spoiler, we'll
see what amazing opportunities have presented themselves in the
next update. Blessings to you all class of '84!



Claire (Lundquist) Killian
This year was a creative year. Best year for gardening ever.
Perennials, vegetables, and annuals. Also we raise chickens! This
year we finished hiking all the MN state parks, and have been
biking on MN bike trails. We also like to hunt mushroom. I continue
to work at Courage Kenny Sports and PT in Richfield managing the
office. . I have read more books, gone to town ball baseball games.
The theme for this year was to find something to do outdoors. This
is the shorter version of what has been going on. Always busy!

This year taught every one that even the simplest of things brought
us joy. Have a great day.



Join the Concordia Book Club!
Connect with fellow Cobber alumni,
faculty/staff, current students, and
current/former parents to read and
discuss a variety of fiction novels. To join
the group search Concordia College
Fiction Book Club .

Host a Corn Feed in your area!
Gather area alumni to strengthen
relationships between alumni, parents,
and students. Reach out to Marah Moy
at mmoy@cord.edu if you are interested
in hosting. Costs up to $200 are
reimbursed.

Homecoming 2021
Make plans to attend Homecoming Oct. 1-3. 

Watch our website for updates.
ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming



 More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and 

 During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for

 This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources they need 

 This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of this 

 In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry.

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward while
supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include:

  support to help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every
  one of our students.

  food, transportation, and other critical needs.

  to compete despite COVID-19.

  Concordia tradition and our student musicians.

Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “CobbersGive” Fund-
the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with your

passions. The class of 1984 can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers!

Together we are preparing Cobbers to lead and serve in a world that needs
them. During the challenges of COVID-19, your generosity is 

needed more than ever. 

Learn more or give early at ConcordiaCollege.edu/cobbersgive

GIVING UPDATE



Abdulaziz Abahessain 
Abdulmohsen Almalluh 

Ali Al-Rakaf
Fhaid AlShareef 

Robert D. Anderson 
Brian Bateman
Julie L. Becker 

Richard Beliveau 
David A. Bye

Brenda Crider
Scott Denley

Janet K. Erickson 
Marie (Johnson) Grey 

Paul Jondahl

Eleanor Kirkby
Elizabeth (Kosen) Judnick Judy 

(Geist) Kotta
 Charles Nervick

Laura (Olson) Oxley
Jill (Kertscher) Ostlund 

Charlotte (Hosmer) Rockswold 
Paul Samuelson

Kim (Rysavy) Schwind
Linda Sheldahl
Craig Stanford

Elizabeth Temple
Mark D. Thomas

Kelli (Bourhis) Webb

HELP US LOCATE
If you know any of the 1984 graduates below, please ask them to update their

information by going to concordiacollege.edu/classnotes or 
send an email to alumni@cord.edu. 

We would love to update their records.

 Alumni can send in life updates throughout the year. 
Go to: www.ConcordiaCollege.edu/ClassNotes



2020 Sent Forth Award Recipients

                   

                        Cmdr. Brian Kesselring '00
 

                   
                         Tara (Stueber) Wilson '06

 
 

                     

 
 

ALUMNI AWARDS
 



2020 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

                           Robert Johnson '71

                   
                           Karen (Quanbeck) Grandstrand  '77

 
 

                           Rachel (Nelson) Hollstadt '70

 
 

                           Dr. Bennett Larson '63

 
 

To read the bios of the 2020 AAA and Sent Forth Award Recipients or if you
 would like to nominate a deserving Alum, please go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/AlumniAwards


