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Winter Greetings from the Bozone!  

It’s time for yet, ANOTHER class letter….Maybe it’s just me but, it seems as though the days accelerate as time marches 
forward! Also, has it ever occurred to you that the older we get, the earlier it gets late?  

As you know, under normal circumstances the Annual Class Letter goes out in the summer.  But with the ongoing COVID 
circus, we postponed the joy until now.  Enjoy the read and getting caught up on all happenings of your classmates and 
campus! 

Nothing has marked the passage of time for Heidi and me like this last Fall: observing one of our daughters exchanging 
her vows with her groom and during a pandemic. Thirty years changes a lot of things for ALL OF US! Regardless, it is 
my hope that this letter finds you and your families safe and healthy and off to a positive start in 2021. 

FUNNIES:  
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CLASSMATE UPDATE (Keep your updates coming!)  

JERILYN MILLER: Received a master’s degree in Strategic Communications with an MBA minor from the University of 
Minnesota in July. Going back to school was a joy! My son Jack graduated from Minneapolis College with a business 
management degree. My daughter Emelia is a sophomore at Iowa State University studying Communications, Public 
Relations and Political Science. I work at Trinity Lutheran in Orono. A side hustle was reporting live from the George 
Floyd protests for WCCO 830. thejlowe@aol.com 

BECKY (RICE) SULLIVAN: I am retiring at the end of this school year after 38 years in education. I have learned so much 
during my time as an educator. My husband is already retired, so we are planning on spending summers in Minnesota 
and winters in Texas. Our son, Lucas, is living in Butte, Montana and working fulltime with Verizon. 
blcsullivan@gmail.com 

ROBBYN (GAUGER) GIVENS: I continue to work full time at Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer in Watertown, SD, as the 
Worship and Music Coordinator. I am just beginning my 15th year in this position. I am also entering 
in to my eighth year of serving as a part-time radio announcer at KXLG Radio in Watertown. This year 
of pandemic has changed a lot of what and how we do things. The charitable organizations I am 
involved with were not able to do the activities and events that normally take place because of this. 
I've gained a lot of skills with on-line worship, as well as recording, producing and editing many 
video and audio projects for social media and our congregation this year. We are slowly and surely 

working into our new normal, finding new ways to connect and continue ministry in this time of social distancing. 
robbyng@gmail.com 

MARION (BATEMAN) STENGER: Our youngest daughter has been accepted to Concordia for the Fall 2021 semester. 
She has been visiting campus since she was 3 years old. Concordia is her first choice! So happy for 
her and so blessed. 4mlb27@gmail.com 

 

 

 

DAWN STRUBLE: Dawn Struble (1983) and Mike Elert are happy to announce their marriage on June 20, 2020. 
dawn.struble@tr.com 

KAREN (MOEN) LANGE: Richard and Karen (Moen) Lange welcomed their third grandchild on March 3. They are so 
stinkin’ cute! gentlekaren@gmail.com 
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MONA LACKORE: 2020 was a year of significant change. I retired in April, after 34 years as a practicing attorney, most 
of it as a public defender. I had been planning it for a year, and the timing worked out 
really well. I am glad I don't have to deal with COVID in a workplace!! Our travel plans 
got cancelled, but we hope to be able to pick that up again eventually. My daughter 
Shannon had been planning a fall wedding. It turned into something very different, but 
still lovely. A small, back yard wedding (attached photo was taken then). We are happy 
to welcome Zak into our family.  
My son Miles and his fiancée Willow had planned an even smaller wedding for this 

February, but since things have gotten worse rather than better, they are cancelling any guests, but going ahead with 
the ceremony themselves. My husband Ron and I are looking to move from our small community in west central 
Minnesota to the big metropolis of Minneapolis-St. Paul, primarily to be closer to Shannon and Zak, who live in Uptown 
Minneapolis. We haven’t found the perfect house yet but are focusing on the White Bear Lake area. I have been enjoying 
the freedom of retirement. I have taken up a daily yoga practice (I love Yoga with Adriene!), I do a lot of reading, and I 
am working on downsizing a bit so we can fit into a smaller home. Of course, I miss all the things we cannot do 
because of the virus, but all in all life is good. ronmona@charter.net 

JOHN RIEKE: John accepted the position of CEO of Luther Park Community in Des Moines, Iowa on June 1st of 2020. 
Luther Park Community is a 336-bed senior services campus affiliated with the ELCA and adjacent to Grandview 
University (ELCA). John and Diane (Royce) class of '82 are living in Urbandale, IA. johnrieke@nuveramail.net 

DR. SANDRA (WILLIAMSON) PETER: Acting Director of Choral Activities; Stetson University, DeLand, Florida 

 

 

 

 

 

In the past, I have included pictures but have found it increasingly more difficult to obtain them. For those of you who 
provided them, I apologize!  

 

KERNELS from CONCORDIA   

Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021: the launch of a new pricing 
structure for tuition, a change to its academic framework by establishing a schools model within the college, 
and the introduction of the Cobber Flex Year. 
 
Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than $15,000 lower than 
current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in the college’s pricing model will benefit continuing 
students as well. Historically, students have seen an average annual tuition increase of 4% or about $1,700 
annually. In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for continuing students will be 
limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for 2022-23 and 2023-24. 
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To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization to clearly name three 
schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the 
School of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of Business to encompass all areas 
of the college. The new schools model resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connell is 
serving as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of the School of Health 
Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join Christopher Mason, who was appointed dean of the 
Offutt School of Business in January 2020. 

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option offers current students and those 
enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation date. The 
Cobber Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the pandemic expanded 
possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling. 

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the vitality of our faith and learning 
mission. In March 2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance 
learning. Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester. In-person instruction 
and residential living were offered with modifications to academic and campus life. Each teaching space was 
measured to determine appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces when necessary. In 
addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and virtual learning attendance was available for 
those who could not meet in-person. 
  

OUR GIFTS AT WORK   
“The purpose of Concordia College is to influence the affairs of the world by sending into society thoughtful and 
informed men and women dedicated to the Christian life.” Written more than 100 years ago, the Concordia College 
Mission Statement continues to be a guiding force that connects our past to the future.  

Giving Update 
In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward while supporting the 
students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include: 

•         More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and support to help 
make sure a Concordia education is possible for every one of our students. 

•         During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for food, 
transportation, and other critical needs. 

•         This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources they 
need to compete despite COVID-19. 

•         This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of 
this Concordia tradition and our student musicians. 

•         In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry. 
 
Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “Raise it Up” Fund-the-Need 
campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with your passions. The class of 1983 can truly 
make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers! 
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This letter serves as a reminder for us to reflect on our own experiences at Concordia and continue to come together 
as a class to make a difference in the life of the college moving forward.  

  
ENOUGH FOR NOW…..  
 
Thank you, as always, for all of the wonderful ways you support Concordia – past, present and future.  
Feel free to call, click or drop by and visit anytime! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John Parkes 
john@parkesclan.com 
406.570.8315 
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