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MESSAGE FROM DAWN
Homecoming 2019 Wrap-Up

It seems a lifetime ago, doesn’t it? 2019, huh.

The biggest news of our 40th reunion was the blizzard. Yes, the blizzard of 
2019 hit in October,  when there were still  green leaves on the trees around 
campus. So many of us looked forward to this reunion; most of our kids are 
finally grown and there weren’t a lot of competing high school and college 
events for us and our kids. Also, this reunion featured the giant send-
off concert and choir for Rene Clausen, featuring hundreds of Concordia 
Choir alums from many years to sing under Rene.

And then the snow and wind came. Our class reunion did indeed occur, but I 
feel pretty smug when I had suggested we shouldn’t march in the parade. Oh 
sure, the parade went on, but we weren’t the cold and wet ones marching in 
it!Some of us did venture over to the football  game, which presented its 
own challenges actually seeing the plays. Poor President Craft,  ended up on 
crutches on Sunday after slipping in the bleachers during the game. No 
one was immune, it  seems, not even the prexie.  My old college 
roommate, Denise (Johnson) Pesola,  ended up stranded in her home in Hawley 
when the power lines got blown down right across her driveway. It  seems 
like even those who live near had their own stories to tell.

Our breakfast,  as always, was a big success. Our very own classmate, Dr.  Sue 
Pierson Ellingson, Professor of Education at Concordia, entertained us all  with 
comparisons of Concordia today with the college that we remember from so 



long ago. While some things change (tuition prices!), a lot of the fundamentals 
and culture of the college is just how we remember it.

We enjoyed the big concert on Saturday evening, especially the more than 350 
who sang under Dr.  Clausen in the alumni choir.  I’m so sorry that some of 
you got “snowed out” and couldn’t make it to Moorhead. The Russian bass 
sound of the Gretchaninoff “Our Father” filled Memorial Auditorium, as only a 
Concordia Choir can. And “Beautiful Savior”? Just like we remember it,  but 
with all  the women who have ever sung the solo joining each other as one 
voice.

After the concert,  we all  went back to a transformed Centrum with 
receptions for each of our reunion classes. Some who couldn’t make it in 
time for the breakfast showed up here in the evening. All in all,  those of us 
who came had a wonderful time, and we really missed you who couldn’t 
make it at the last minute. 

So…here’s our official picture for the Class of 1979. Who do you still 
recognize? Who’s changed the most…or the least? In my heart,  I  think we 
all  still  look wonderful,  and relatively the same. Agree?

Soli Deo Gloria
Dawn Hill '79
cobbers79@yahoo..com



Concordia recently announced three
changes to be implemented in Fall
2021: the launch of a new pricing
structure for tuition, a change to its
academic framework by establishing a
schools model within the college, and
the introduction of the Cobber Flex
Year.

Campus Update 2021

Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for
annual tuition will be $27,500, which is
more than $15,000 lower than current
tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The
change in the college’s pricing model
will benefit continuing students as well.
Historically, students have seen an
average annual tuition increase of 4% or
about $1,700 annually. 

College News & Awards

Giving Update

News from Classmates

Coming Events & Opportunities

WHAT'S INSIDE



In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for
2022-23 and 2023-24. 

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic
reorganization to clearly name three schools. Under the new academic
model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the School
of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of
Business to encompass all areas of the college. The new schools model
resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connell is serving
as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of
the School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join
Christopher Mason, who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business
in January 2020. 

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option
offers current students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free
semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation date. The Cobber
Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the
pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling.

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the
vitality of our faith and learning mission. In March 2020, as the realities of
COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance learning.
Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester.
In-person instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to
academic and campus life. Each teaching space was measured to determine
appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces when
necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and
virtual learning attendance was available for those who could not meet in-
person.



Paul Rykken
After 41 years, I retired from full-time
teaching in June of 2020. In September I was
hired as an Associate Lecturer with UW-
Green Bay's First Nations Studies Department
and am teaching history virtually through
their dual-credit Academy. I am  still
coaching Cross Country as well. My wife Mary
Beth (Schultz, 1980) and I have been married
nearly 41 years and have 7 grandchildren!

CLASS UPDATES

Lois Flagstad
Retired after 40 in higher education administration and teaching.
Amazing career of supporting students find their place and voice in
the world. Relocated with husband, Dr. James Slate Fleming, to
family ranch in New Mexico. Raising Red Angus registered bulls and
chickens, training quarter horses and supporting son, Anders, who
is in graduate school pursuing a degree in higher education
leadership.



Rev Michael DeKraai
2020 marked 30 years as a pastor in the ELCA. I
have served 5 wonderful churches in 4 separate
calls. Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Long view,
WE; Brig Grove Crow River Lutheran Parish in
Belgrade, MN, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 
Duluth, MN and Now St. John's Lutheran Church in Webster, SD.
This past year has offered me the challenge of my life as ministry
became virtual for a while and then limited numbers of people
were allowed in worship. God is at work mightily and life at St.
John's Lutheran in Webster, SD has continued to flourish although
a bit differently than before. I thank God for the amazing
opportunities granted me and for the educational foundation that
Concordia provided for me.

Carol Preston
I continue teaching private music lessons part
time and being the part time executive director
of the Maine community orchestra I play violin
in. My orchestra job was always a work-at-home, 
flexible hours. So COVID has not changed that, except the orchestra
has ceased performing, of course. My private lessons switched to
online 10 months ago. However, I did teach in my garage during the
nicer weather--open doors and windows, distancing, and plexiglass
barrer in place. I will do that again this spring. Never did I think my
teaching might look like the photo. On a sad note, my mother,
Barbara Lusk Abrahamson, died April 1, 2020, at age 92 (not COVID
related). She was also a Concordia alum and loved her time there
as a music major and cellist.



Elizabeth (Tolo) Rappolt
2020 was the year we said goodbye to my mom, Norma Grant Tolo
(Class of 1952). She passed away in January in Issaquah, WA at the
age of 91. At her funeral in Oaskis, MN during a winter snowstorm
our immediate family was able to gather but due to COVID
happening in February/March it was the last time since I’ve seen
them. I am now very thankful we were able to gather and celebrate
her life looking back at all that has happened since then. Due to
the pandemic my husband and I have not been able to travel much
but with careful planning and testing we made it to Omaha, Maui,
and Northern California to see our two boys. Otherwise it’s been a
lot of outdoor activities and walking to keep us busy. Thankfully
the weather in Southern California makes that possible even with
the pandemic. We pray for good health and vaccinations for all
very soon!

Laura Hansen
In January 2020, my latest book, The Night
Journey: Stories and Poems, was published by
River Place Press. I also had poetry published
in Stone Gathering, The Grief Diaries, Lyricality
and The Talking Stick. I was awarded First Place
in The Talking Stick Writing Contest for poetry.
On the personal side, I downsized in October moving into a smaller
home in the same neighborhood. I continue working part-time at
the Little Falls Carnegie Library and writing.
Www.riverpoethansen.com www.laurahansenbooks.com



Join the Concordia Book Club!
Connect with fellow Cobber alumni,
faculty/staff, current students, and
current/former parents to read and
discuss a variety of fiction novels. To join
the group search Concordia College
Fiction Book Club .

Host a Corn Feed in your area!
Gather area alumni to strengthen
relationships between alumni, parents,
and students. Reach out to Marah Moy
at mmoy@cord.edu if you are interested
in hosting. Costs up to $200 are
reimbursed.

Homecoming 2021
Make plans to attend Homecoming Oct. 1-3. 

Watch our website for updates.
ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming

 



 More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and 

 During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for

 This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources they need             

 This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of this         

  In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry.

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward while
supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include:

        support to help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every
        one of our students.

        food, transportation, and other critical needs.

        to compete despite COVID-19.

        Concordia tradition and our student musicians.

 
Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “CobbersGive” Fund-

the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with your
passions. The class of 1979 can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers!

Together we are preparing Cobbers to lead and serve in a world that needs
them. During the challenges of COVID-19, your generosity is 

needed more than ever. 
 

Learn more or give early at ConcordiaCollege.edu/cobbersgive
 

GIVING UPDATE



Our classmate Janell (Larson) Lyon of Woodbury, MN,
passed away in September 2020. She is survived by her

daughter Janae, partner Tom, parents and sister.
 

Brenda Ackerson
Shellee Allsop

Vienna (Inebiri) Atikpa
Randy Beck

Dawn (Malquist) Bernier
Mary (Palazzari) Bronson

Roxanne Connell
Karin Fierke

Sonya Haugen
Brett Johnson
Kathryn Kaldor

Fred Karlisch
Brian Kines
Mark Kline

 
 
 

SADLY WE LOST

HELP US LOCATE
If you know any of the 1979 graduates below, please ask them to update their

information by going to concordiacollege.edu/classnotes or 
send an email to alumni@cord.edu. 

We would love to update their records.

Paul Ludtke
Mary Marsh

Carol Mundinger
Nancy O'Leary

Lee Olson
Richard Reeves

Susan (Reinhardt) Riebe
Charles Salami

David Smith
Julie (Bergstrom) Starks
Susan (Bragge) Swenson
Patricia (Knight) Unruh

Lazarus Zawaira

 Alumni can send in life updates throughout the year. 
Go to: www.ConcordiaCollege.edu/ClassNotes



2020 Sent Forth Award Recipients

                   

                        Cmdr. Brian Kesselring '00
 

                   
                         Tara (Stueber) Wilson '06

 
 

                     

 
 

ALUMNI AWARDS
 



2020 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

                           Robert Johnson '71

                   
                           Karen (Quanbeck) Grandstrand  '77

 
 

                           Rachel (Nelson) Hollstadt '70

 
 

                           Dr. Bennett Larson '63

 
 

To read the bios of the 2020 AAA and Sent Forth Award Recipients or if you
 would like to nominate a deserving Alum, please go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/AlumniAwards


