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Campus Update 2021
Concordia recently announced three 
changes to be implemented in Fall 
2021: the launch of a new pricing 
structure for tuition, a change to its 
academic framework by establishing a 
schools model within the college, and 
the introduction of the Cobber Flex 
Year.

Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for 
annual tuition will be $27,500, which is 
more than $15,000 lower than current 
tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The 
change in the college’s pricing model 
will benefit continuing students as well. 
Historically, students have seen an 
average annual tuition increase of 4% or 
about $1,700 annually. 



In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for 
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for 
2022-23 and 2023-24. 

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic 
reorganization to clearly name three schools. Under the new academic 
model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the School 
of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of 
Business to encompass all areas of the college. The new schools model 
resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connell is serving 
as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of 
the School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join 
Christopher Mason, who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business 
in January 2020. 

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option 
offers current students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free 
semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation date. The Cobber 
Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the 
pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling.

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the 
vitality of our faith and learning mission. In March 2020, as the realities of 
COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance learning. 
Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester. 
In-person instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to 
academic and campus life. Each teaching space was measured to determine 
appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces when 
necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and 
virtual learning attendance was available for those who could not meet in-
person.



We are looking for
a class agent for
your class. As a
Class Agent, your
primary role is to
keep your class
connected:
connected to the
college, connected
to each other, and
connected to the
mission of
Concordia.
programming.

If you are
interested and
want to know more,
please reach out to
Karen Carlson at
carlsonk@cord.edu
or 218-299-4335

Want to be a
Class Agent?

CLASS UPDATES
Mark Thompson
Mark retired this summer after 35 years in
healthcare administration.

Roger Gomoll
I'm taking advantage of the State of a
Minnesota's Senior Continuing Education
Program tuition reduction to achieve a
Master of Music degree in tuba
performance at the University of Minnesota.
I'm in my fourth and final semester of this
bucket-list item.

Darrell Olson
Returned to the FM area after retiring from
Osseo Area Schools. Currently coaching FB
at Concordia.

Nancy (Betlach) Schmitz
We have been spending lots of time
outdoors hiking, biking, walking, and
snowshoeing. Being outdoors has been our
“go to”place during these uncertain times.



Joan (Grega) Peterson 
Gary, also class of 1977, passed away in January of 2020 of cancer.
John, my oldest son started a new job with an independent gas
company in western North Dakota. Grant, my middle son, switched
jobs and is now in a new position with radio communication for 911
in Grand Forks City of and Grand Forks County and some
surrounding areas. My youngest son, Jarrod works with an
underground fiber-optic and other underground cable company. I
am semi-retired, but I do some substitute teaching. It was the year
of change.

John (Woody) Woodward
I am in my 42nd year of teaching lower school
General Music at the Blake School and will be
retiring at the end of this unique school year.
Blake has been a wonderfully empowering
place, giving me the opportunity to attempt
creative ways of exploring music with my
young students. I look forward to new ways to
spread my wings in retirement.

Rachael (Bjari) Johnson
I am a retired teacher, having taught in elementary school for 37
years. This year has been challenging because I had two total hip
replacement surgeries. I spent much time recovering, safe at
home. I look forward to continued involvement with clubs, friends
and family and perhaps a trip or two in the summer.

Pamla (Potter) Langley
Pam is an Elementary School Counselor with
Zumbrota Mazeppa Public Schools and serves on
the Boards for the Minnesota School Counselor
Association (MSCA) and Southeast Minnesota
School Counselor Association (SEMSCA). David
'77, owns The Family Dentistry Clinic where he is
a practicing dentist. In his spare time he is an
avid cyclist and fly fisherman.



Steven L. Johnson
I have been the superintendent of schools in
Lisbon, North Dakota, since 1993.  After 44 years
in education, I will be retiring on June 30,
2021.  My wife, Linda, and I have two grown
children, Brita ‘03 graduate of Concordia, and
Jenna ’07 graduate of UND as well as three
grandchildren. I have my MS from NDSU and my
Ph.D. from UND.  We are looking forward to
spending more time with our family and
spending time enjoying our hobbies.  I will
devote a chapter to my days at Concordia when
I finish my autobiography.

David Langley
Pam '77, is an Elementary School Counselor
with Zumbrota Mazeppa Public Schools and
serves on the Boards for the Minnesota School
Counselor Association (MSCA) and Southeast
Minnesota School Counselor Association
(SEMSCA). David owns The Family Dentistry
Clinic were he is a practicing dentist. In his
spare time he is an avid cyclist and fly
fisherman.



Join the Concordia Book Club!
Connect with fellow Cobber alumni,
faculty/staff, current students, and
current/former parents to read and
discuss a variety of fiction novels. To join
the group search Concordia College
Fiction Book Club .

Host a Corn Feed in your area!
Gather area alumni to strengthen
relationships between alumni, parents,
and students. Reach out to Marah Moy
at mmoy@cord.edu if you are interested
in hosting. Costs up to $200 are
reimbursed.

Homecoming 2021
Make plans to attend Homecoming Oct. 1-3. 

Watch our website for updates.
ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming



 More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and 

 During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for

 This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources they need 

 This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of this 

 In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry.

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward while
supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include:

  support to help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every
  one of our students.

  food, transportation, and other critical needs.

  to compete despite COVID-19.

  Concordia tradition and our student musicians.

Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “CobbersGive” Fund-
the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with your 

passions. The class of 1977 can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers!

Together we are preparing Cobbers to lead and serve in a world that needs
them. During the challenges of COVID-19, your generosity is 

needed more than ever. 

Learn more or give early at ConcordiaCollege.edu/cobbersgive

GIVING UPDATE



WE REMEMBER
Laura (Johnston) Bidanset passed 2/10/2020

Gary J. Peterson passed 1/1/2020
David Bottem passed 10/12/2019
Blair Brininger passed 6/7/2019

Deborah McFadden
Richard McNabney
Clifford Mickelson

Larry Morris
Steven Ness

James Nutter
Jeffrey Ous

Dorinne Risch
JoDee (Schermerhorn) Kindley

Bruce B. Smith
Jocelyn L. Smith

Thomas Sorbo
John D. Swenson

Ronald Taylor
Jim A. Torkelson

Joanne (Carpenter) Voltz

Palmer Anderson
Teresa (Thompson) Bird
Debra (Nelson) Bottem

Linda Carnegie
Ann (Wigen) Chase

Frederick Coates
Robin (Vandesteeg) Cox
Siri (Knutson) DeYoung

Lucia Gruenewald
Sue A. Hackenmiller

Lynn Hartmann
Kurt Heikkila

Craig Jaakkola
Julie (Goldberg) Kleist

Mary (Lindberg) Delmonico
 

HELP US LOCATE
If you know any of the 1977 graduates below, please ask them to update their

information by going to concordiacollege.edu/classnotes or 
send an 

email to alumni@cord.edu. 
We would love to update their records.

 Alumni can send in life updates throughout the year. 
Go to: www.ConcordiaCollege.edu/ClassNotes



2020 Sent Forth Award Recipients

                   

                        Cmdr. Brian Kesselring '00
 

                   
                         Tara (Stueber) Wilson '06

 
 

                     

 
 

ALUMNI AWARDS
 



2020 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

 Robert Johnson '71

 Karen (Quanbeck) Grandstrand  '77

 Rachel (Nelson) Hollstadt '70

  Dr. Bennett Larson '63

To read the bios of the 2020 AAA and Sent Forth Award Recipients or if you
 would like to nominate a deserving Alum, please go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/AlumniAwards


