
Concordia College CLASS OF 1976 
 
Two dates.  The first is May 2, 1976, which you likely remember as the day we gathered, walked across the 
stage, and received our diplomas.  My first memory of that day was walking out of Brown Hall early in the 
morning to make my way across campus for breakfast and being greeted by a gentle snow fall.  Snow in 
May, not usual enough in Moorhead, so might be a “sign”?  Of course, in the 45 years since we made that 
walk, stranger things with the weather have and are happening.  The challenges of a warming planet make 
the mission of a place like Concordia even more critical for those who will receive their diplomas and be 
“sent into the world” this spring. We still have an opportunity to be part of making those positive changes 
that will be accomplished by Cobbers these next 45 years, but more on that later. 
 
The second date, or more accurately dates, are September 30 – October 3, 2021.  That is the weekend of 
Homecoming at Concordia, and our 45 anniversary events.  Everyone is hopeful and planning for being able 
to gather on campus this fall.  I hope you will be part of that gathering.  This will be an anniversary not to 
be repeated.  That is because last year’s reunion classes, the “0’s and 5’s” were shut out of their gathering 
by the pandemic.  So those classes will also be gathered in larger numbers.  This is your chance to catch up 
not only with us of the Class of ’76, but also friends from the Class of ’75.   
 
Speaking of our 45th Anniversary activities, I need some help in planning this party.  Soon, with the assistance 
of the Alumni Office staff we will be gathering a committee to do just that.  If you like planning parties, this 
may be right up your alley.  If you are interested, please contact me or the Alumni office.  My email is 
PrSBishop81@gmail.com.  You can reach the alumni office by emailing alumni@cord.edu.  We especially 
need someone who is local to the Fargo Moorhead area.  I live in Cleveland, OH and that obviously prevents 
me from putting eyeballs on possible meeting places.  Thanks in advance to those of you who answer this 
call. 
 
Now, here is some news straight from the college. 
 
Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021: the launch of a new pricing 
structure for tuition, a change to its academic framework by establishing a schools model within the college, 
and the introduction of the Cobber Flex Year. 
 
Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than $15,000 lower than 
current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in the college’s pricing model will benefit continuing 
students as well. Historically, students have seen an average annual tuition increase of 4% or about $1,700 
annually. In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for continuing students will 
be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for 2022-23 and 2023-24. 
 
To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization to clearly name three 
schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the 
School of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of Business to encompass all 
areas of the college. The new schools model resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George 
Connell is serving as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of the School 
of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join Christopher Mason, who was appointed 
dean of the Offutt School of Business in January 2020. 
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Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option offers current students and 
those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation date. 
The Cobber Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the pandemic  
expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling. 
 
In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the vitality of our faith and learning 
mission. In March 2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance 
learning. Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester. In-person instruction 
and residential living were offered with modifications to academic and campus life. Each teaching space was 
measured to determine appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces when necessary. In 
addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and virtual learning attendance was available for 
those who could not meet in-person. 
 
I hope you agree that all that is exciting stuff. But it all comes with a price tag.  By reducing the cost of 
tuition, I imagine that more of the endowment income is targeted toward support of a quality education 
experience to fill that gap.  That makes the support of the community that cares about Concordia even more 
critical at this moment.  If you’ve been an annual giver to Concordia, thank you.  If you’ve been an occasional 
giver to our alma mater, thank you. If you have not made a gift in recent years this is a great time to support 
the college as they take steps to provide relevant, quality education at an affordable price. If you have simply 
concluded that your available discretionary income does not allow you to support the college while you live, 
might you consider Concordia in your estate planning?   Especially this year, as the college makes bold 
moves for its students of today and the future, reorganizes to give them the best possible experience, and 
as we celebrate 45 years of good memories and I hope productive living, sharing a gift with Concordia as 
the class of ’76 would be a wonderful way to celebrate our class legacy and celebrate the almost half century 
of ourselves having been “sent into the world”.   
 
Since we last met for homecoming, the college was notified that the following members from our class 
have died.   Audrey  Stottler-Poppe, September 10, 2018.   
   Ann M. (Nymoen) Robertson, January 2, 2020 
   Carolyn W. (Weberg) Zarling, February 1, 2020 
   Steven D. Nelson, April 2, 2020 
We extend our condolences to their families and loved ones, and their friends from our class.  
 
Several of you responded to the invitation to offer life updates.  When we first graduated and in the early 
years these were announcements of careers being started, weddings being held, graduate studies being 
pursued.  Then came the flurry of birth announcements, with some promotions added in, perhaps a terminal 
degree or two for those who went that far with formal education.  Those early birth announcements 
transitioned to graduation notices, and perhaps a picture with those legacy children who enrolled at Cord.  
Following that was the role of grandparenting, retirements and even second careers launched.  Three themes 
dominated these updates you sent in, retirement, grandchildren, and career celebrations.  Here are what 
our classmates had to say. 
 
Susan Kortemeier Eden Prairie, MN 
Susan’s family welcomed a new little niblet into the fold on February 21, 2020.  Reina Catherine Kortemeier 
is her new granddaughter, born to her son, Todd and his wife (name not included in the email received).  
Congratulations Susan! 



 
Curt Tilleraas   St. Paul, MN 
Curt’s new novel, The Suicides of Pastor Donnie Goodwin, was published in Oct. 2020. A second printing 
was completed in Jan. 2021. Otherwise, he has been alone inside his apartment for many months, venturing 
out to do some Supply Preaching at Eastside Community Lutheran Church in St. Paul. 
 
Sharon Smeby Hoekmen     Sioux Falls, SD 
Sharon Smeby Hoekman retired from teaching first grade in the Sioux Falls SD Public Schools in 2018. She 
has no regrets missing out on teaching during the pandemic. Her teaching skills did come in handy as she 
is very active in the lives of her ten grandchildren. Since Covid, she has been listening and encouraging the 
grandchildren as they read to her over Facetime! 
 
Harvey Johnson  Colorado Springs, CO 
Called as Pastor at St Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church in Calhan, Colorado.  
 
Diane (Johnson) Hanson     Brooten, MN 
Retired 12-31-2020 from Bohmer Agency, Inc as CEO/agent (insurance) after 20 years! Now enjoying life 
on our farm! 
 
Donavan Emery      Naperville, IL 
25 year anniversary of his company Profitlink Management Consulting that has turned around 450 
companies globally. They have now expanded into universities and colleges reducing costs, optimizing 
new programs and implementing alternative education models. All three Emery children and their spouses 
work from home because of COVID. His oldest son has a new role as a senior member of DHS in DC where 
his focus is on international and domestic issues. His daughter and son in law are running court cases 
remotely from the home office. His 3rd child and spouse living in New Zealand! 
 
Marvin Ulricson       Coto de Caza, CA 
This is the first time I have every shared a story of my life in a Class Letter. Living life was very busy for me. 
Slowing down because of COVID gave me a chance to reflect some. I left the Midwest and moved to Arizona 
for 22 years. Received my master’s in architecture from ASU, and became a General Contractor. Moved to 
Southern California and have been building here ever since. Have traveled to numerous places in Europe, 
twice with Concordia's Alumni Vacations. Both outstanding trips!! Other places, Italy, Spain, France, Norway, 
and Germany for a second time. I had a month in England planned in April 2020 and 2 weeks in Israel later 
in the Fall, but COVID-19 killed those plans, too. Here are some highlights of 2020.  
March was the two-year passing of my wife, Victoria. Cancer. We both have a strong faith and have had 
much support from the church we were very active in. GSLC, Irvine, CA.I was in Juneau, AK visiting my 
daughter Toren and 2 grandchildren, Elliot and Madison. She was too cute to crop out of my photo. While 
in Alaska, COVID broke out. I came home to empty grocery shelfs on Saint Patricks Day. I have flown back 
up during COVID to visit. Not as easy as it once was. Started dating during COVID and was able to find a 
new love to share life with. We went to Vegas for my Birthday in September. And we both came home with 
COVID. I was better in a few days, she took a few weeks to get well, but we are doing great now. I am in 
construction, therefore, essential worker and have been blessed with work. I have two large custom homes 
that will be my final OPUS before I retire. I plan on continue to be active at church and travel the world as it 
opens up. 
 



Debra (Chisolm) Ruehlman Cincinnati, OH 
Masks, masks, and more masks. I'm involved with Big Brothers Big Sisters and have been making masks in 
exchange for donations to the organization. I like to get creative with fabric and have been making specialty 
masks: Wine, margaritas, RBG, dogs, cats...whatever fabric I can find. It's been very rewarding.  
Other than that, like everyone else, I've been staying in. My husband has amyloidosis and is high risk, so we 
try not to take any chances. Our children are in Boston and New York City, so we zoom a lot with them, as 
well as with my family in SD and the rest of the US. We are enjoying our new home, which we built in Mt. 
Adams. If you know Cincinnati at all, it's an historic area downtown by the river. I've never really lived in a 
downtown area, and am enjoying all the places to walk. While things are shut down, walking is still available. 
Looking forward to a vaccine and a safe world for all of us. 
 
Rev. Karen Leedahl     Vero Beach, FL 
I retired from serving in active parish ministry as of October 1, 2010. My husband, Dave Shank, and I chose 
to remain in our little splice of paradise in FL in our retirement. We enjoy living near the ocean, but I spend 
more time at the local outdoor aquatic center, lap swimming for an hour nearly every day. I was to lead a 
tour group to the 2020 Passion Play in Oberammergau but it has been postponed until 2022. I’m accepting 
new additions to the group at this time. I enjoy providing supply at congregations when given the 
opportunity and am training to become a volunteer tutor with the literacy council. I have one daughter who 
was married a year ago and lives in Connecticut. Though I have lived on the East Coast since I was ordained 
in 1986, I occasionally return to the FM area to visit family. It was a special joy to hear the Concordia Choir 
in concert in Orlando this past March before the pandemic had become widespread. 
 
David Carlson Reno, NV 
I continue as the Associate Dean of Graduate Medical Education at the University of Nevada, Reno School of 
Medicine and as Professor of Psychiatry & and Behavioral Sciences in the Department of Psychiatry. 
 
Sherman Bishop Cleveland, OH 
I thought perhaps I should model this request to submitting an update.  If this inspires you to do the same 
send them to the alumni office. They will forward them to me and I’ll see if we can’t have another emailing 
of information from class members. I officially retired from almost 40 years of ministry on December 1, 
2020.  The last two years were as an Intentional Interim Pastor.  I remain active with national organizations 
promoting Interim Ministry and training for the same.  The timing was optimum as I received a cancer 
diagnosis in the late summer and began treatments in November.  The cancer I have is not curable, but VERY 
treatable.  I’ve now finished phase 1 of my treatment and am scheduled for a Stem Cell Transplant (SCT) on 
Maundy Thursday, April 1.  Please, no April Fools jokes!  The date I’m watching on the calendar is July 9, 
which is +100 days from the SCT, and should be the date my doctors answer my question, “So what should 
I do next?” with “Anything you want.”  What I want and will do is be in Moorhead for our reunion in the fall. 
I had always advised people not to retire “from” something but rather “to” something.  My new advice is 
don’t retire to a pandemic, and if possible, retire in good health. My wife still works, but now mostly from 
home.  We are in what we call our adventure travel years, and of course the pandemic played havoc with 
that.  A planned trip in late May to walk the countryside of England and Wales is still in the “hope for” file, 
as is our desire to get out to see our three children.  Oldest son living in the Denver area where he works as 
a non-partisan policy analyst for the Colorado Senate.  Our middle child is an attorney for a small litigation 
firm in Seattle.  He lives in Tacoma, WA with his significant other who is a staff member of the Sabin Institute 
with a specialty in Global Health (especially pandemics), so she is very engaged these days. Our youngest is 
in Seattle doing triple duty as a full time employee of Redfin, she works in their internal communications 



department (English majors can have a future!), is working on her Master’s degree from the U. of 
Washington, and enjoying the pandemic with her dog.  Sadly, none of them are legacy children from 
Concordia, but two of them went to ELCA colleges and have made their parents proud.   
 
Stay safe classmates.  Get that shot in your arm when you can, and come to Concordia next fall four our 
reunion, and (again) this once in a lifetime to share that with friends from the Class of ’75.   
 
As you read the rest of this Class Letter you will see around 60 names on our list of lost classmates. That 
is, the Alumni office does not know where they are, and so cannot inform them of something like our 
reunion. If you know the whereabouts of any of these classmates would you contact them and encourage 
them (or give you permission) to share their current contact information and perhaps a life update with the 
Alumni office.  It would be great to see many of them on campus this fall also.   

NAME MAIDEN_LAST_NAME 
Agather, Dorothy J. Frosaker 
Brekken, Julie McLaughlin 
Cross, Paula B.   
Currie, Robert L.   
Dahl, Marcia J.   
Drake, Cherilyn A.   
Forbes, Diana K. McNabney 
Fossum, Jewel R. Randall 
Haugen, Jean M.   
Hayen, Debra K. Grothe 
Heuer, Richard D.   
Johnson, Frances J.   
Johnson, Peter J.   
Johnson, Stephen 
H.   
Kaye, Scott H.   
Knutson, Laurel J.   
Lundborg, Leslie K. Lundborg 
Martinez, Gloria M. Lee 
McAninch, Debra L.   
McLaughlin, D Scott   
Messerli, Brad J.   
Miller, Joel D.   
Mireault, Joseph R.   
Moline, Valerie D.   
Quinn, Patricia A. Dinicola 
Roe, Magne A.   
Romano, Ardele R. Hanson 
Stark, Richard B.   
Tollefson, Blair T.   
Verchota, Robert P.   

 
 
 
 


