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Concordia recently announced three
changes to be implemented in Fall
2021: the launch of a new pricing
structure for tuition, a change to its
academic framework by establishing a
schools model within the college, and
the introduction of the Cobber Flex
Year.

Campus Update 2021

Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for
annual tuition will be $27,500, which is
more than $15,000 lower than current
tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The
change in the college’s pricing model
will benefit continuing students as well.
Historically, students have seen an
average annual tuition increase of 4% or
about $1,700 annually. 



In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for
2022-23 and 2023-24. 

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic
reorganization to clearly name three schools. Under the new academic
model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the School
of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of
Business to encompass all areas of the college. The new schools model
resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connell is serving
as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of
the School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join
Christopher Mason, who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business
in January 2020. 

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option
offers current students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free
semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation date. The Cobber
Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the
pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling.

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the
vitality of our faith and learning mission. In March 2020, as the realities of
COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance learning.
Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester.
In-person instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to
academic and campus life. Each teaching space was measured to determine
appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces when
necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and
virtual learning attendance was available for those who could not meet in-
person.



We are looking for
a class agent for
your class. As a
Class Agent, your
primary role is to
keep your class
connected:
connected to the
college, connected
to each other, and
connected to the
mission of
Concordia.
programming.

If you are
interested and
want to know more,
please reach out to
Karen Carlson at
carlsonk@cord.edu
or 218-299-4335

Want to be a
Class Agent?

CLASS UPDATES
Rev John R. Koczman
I have accepted the
call to serve as pastor
of Pilgrim Lutheran
Church and Christian
School in Beaverton,
Oregon.

Dr. Cynthia (Peterson) Carver
In July, Cindy became the inaugural
Dean of the School of Health Professions
at Concordia as a part of the college's
reorganization into three schools (The
School of Health Professions, the Offutt
School of Business, and the School of
Arts and Sciences. She had previously
served as the Division Chair for
Professional Programs and
Communication Studies at Concordia.

Henry Johnson
Retired since 2012. Winters in AZ.
Summers in MN. Lots of golf.



Ms. Mary Knatterud PhD
My husband and I managed a vacation in Vegas
in February 2020 (see pic) before the pandemic
so sadly changed everything, but I am grateful
for all of the countless blessings that remain.
Thank you to all the frontline workers in the
Concordia family, and my condolences to
everyone whose lives and livelihoods have been
devastated this past year.

Kenneth Wheeler
Mentor/Teacher online class. Luther Seminary
Guest lecturer class on leadership @ Wartburg
Seminary. Co-presenter on white supremacy
and the Gospel North Carolina Synod, ELCA
Guest preacher for MLK weekend ST. Andrew
Lutheran, Mathomedi, MN. Writing Blog
Kenneth’s Musings Substack

Anne Louise Hanson
I feel like I won the lottery when I got to
relocate for work this summer from Virginia to
Florida. I am so happy to be near my daughter
and family who live in Boca Raton and my sister
who lives in Palm Beach Gardens. I am grateful
to be able to spend time with my two
grandsons who are 6 and 4 and look forward to
being able to travel again so I can see my other
two grand children (ages 8 and 6) and their
parents who live in San Antonio.



Ardis (Petersen) Nelson 
We have been close to home, following the
guidelines for COVID-19. We take lots and 
lots of walks. We are in a “bubble” with 
both daughter’s families so two days a 
week we help with home or hybrid schooling
My FT/zooming piano studio has shrunk to 4
dedicated students. Mark has not been able to give voice lessons
at all late spring or this fall. Very quiet March and April.. . . . . .But
LOTS of zooming meetings now that we have figured that out. We
are reading a lot of books to become better educated about our
systemic system of oppression here in the US which can be a bit
depressing so we are trying to actively change our situation. Many
friends from church and in our community have survived COVID
but a few have died and we wait to be able to celebrate their lives
in the coming months. We both received our first vaccine
yesterday afternoon! Our photo is the crazy one from Christmas
2019

Mark L. Nelson
My wife, Ardis, has communicated with me that she sent you our
Christmas Letter from 2019. I do hope you enjoy that letter. Ardis
and I got married in Hutchinson, on December 21, 1974. We have
now been married 46 years. We look forward to celebrating our 50
in less than 4 years. We both majored in music at Concordia. (Ardis
had a double major in Music and Psychology). I teach voice lessons
at Buffalo High School, even though I have not taught Voice since
3rd quarter of 2019-2020. I offered to students the chance to take
online lessons. No one accepted my offer although we did finish
3rd quarter last year online. Ardis teaches Piano lessons here at
home online. She has 4-6 students. I say that because 2 are our
grandchildren. We have not traveled much lately. We did make
several trips to Massachusetts since our eldest daughter, Kirsten, is
a ELCA Pastor and we would visit their family there, about 2 times
a year or more!



Marta (Vadheim) Vanderpan 
I have been very grateful that my children and grandchildren are in the
same community and that I have been able to see them regularly. Since
screened porch season ended in October, Zoom has enabled me to
continue exercise classes, book club, and social occasions with friends.
I've been sewing, reading and doing jigsaw puzzles since many of my
volunteer commitments have been sidelined by COVID-19. My minivan,
Gruber, (Grandma's Uber) and I have regular gigs for school pick up and
rides to and from the grand kids' activities.Daughter Sonja and
daughter-in-law McKynsay both teach at the Univ of ND. Sonja's
husband is self-employed as a carpenter. Their children, Callan and
Julia, are ages 9 and 5. Matthew is able to work from home much of the
time and does property surveys in ND and MN for insurance
underwriters. They have a new son, Caleb, born last April. He joins
siblings Clara (9) and Craig (5). The kids and grand kids have found
neither teaching nor learning via Zoom is as satisfying as doing so in
person.We enjoyed a week at Cross Lake in August, and tended flower
and vegetable gardens in my yard. My sister and brother-in-law hosted a
3-day "Grandma Camp" at their home in Marine on St Croix, MN. Callan
and Clara had almost as much fun as the Grandmas and Grandpa did!

Andrea (King) Daniel
As COVID has gripped the globe,
seven of us French majors from the
class of 1974 have reconnected
through monthly Zoom get-togethers.
Spanning the continent from Oregon
to Georgia with an arc north to
Winnipeg, we have recommended
books to read and shows to binge-
watch, discussed everything from
current events to Concordia
memories, and shared personal
experiences of quarantine and family.
With vaccinations on the horizon, we
hope to convene September’s
gathering in person in Québec City.  

Here we all are. From top left:
Andrea King Daniel, Lynda Mattson
Belter, Joyce Jensen Boulet, Joletta
Crooks Falknor,  Sue Cornelius
Drummond, Rachel Swenseid Overton,
and Bonnie Brink Anderson



Kathryn (Bjorneby) Fiedler
I am still teaching music at Kelly Elementary School in Grand
Forks, in this my 47th year - and all at Kelly School! I’ve had the
privilege of teaching kids of my former kids. With Covid, my
teaching of nearly 500 students changed, leaving my big beautiful
music room empty while I travel to ten classrooms a day. But I
still love using my elementary education and music degrees from
Concordia to guide students in their love of music. My daughter,
Ainsley, is also a music educator and after years in the classroom
and in administration, is the Performing Arts Curriculum Director
of all vocal and instrumental music and theatre, K-12 in Fargo
Public Schools and an adjunct professor of music at Concordia. My
son, Paul, attended Concordia and through their Disney internship
program, took his education into acoustic engineering at Full Sail
College in Orlando. My sister, Fran, CC grad 1977, is still a
professional singer in Philadelphia. We truly value the education
and foundation of Concordia, as a family, going as far back as the
early 1900’s when my grandfather and great-uncle attended
seasonally, around the ND farming schedule. Soli Deo Gloria!

Thomas Kolden
My granddaughter, Abigail, and her parents David and Sarah
(Kolden - a Cobber) Fleener live in Alexandria, MN. They are only 45
miles from my home in Wadena. I fill in some Sundays in area
congregations.



 More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and 

 During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for

 This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources they need             

 This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of this         

  In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry.

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward while
supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include:

        support to help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every
        one of our students.

        food, transportation, and other critical needs.

        to compete despite COVID-19.

        Concordia tradition and our student musicians.

 
Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “CobbersGive” Fund-

the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with your
passions. The class of 1974 can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers!

Together we are preparing Cobbers to lead and serve in a world that needs
them. During the challenges of COVID-19, your generosity is 

needed more than ever. 
 

Learn more or give early at ConcordiaCollege.edu/cobbersgive
 

GIVING UPDATE



Join the Concordia Book Club!
Connect with fellow Cobber alumni,
faculty/staff, current students, and
current/former parents to read and
discuss a variety of fiction novels. To join
the group search Concordia College
Fiction Book Club .

Host a Corn Feed in your area!
Gather area alumni to strengthen
relationships between alumni, parents,
and students. Reach out to Marah Moy
at mmoy@cord.edu if you are interested
in hosting. Costs up to $200 are
reimbursed.

Homecoming 2021
Make plans to attend Homecoming Oct. 1-3. 

Watch our website for updates.
ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming

 



WE REMEMBER
Carol (Borge) Reitz passed 4/13/2019
Stephen Kittelson passed 1/27/2019

 

Robert Murdy
John Myhre

Richard D. Olsen
Diane (Bungum) Pederson

Darrion Smith
Mary (Rusinko) Throntveit

Mark Westby
Iola C. Willaims

Grant H. Arneson
Joan (Dahl) Braun

Auralee Carlson
Kay (Jacobson) Chaney

Erik P. Christiasen
David Hogie
Karen Joplin

Rita (Radig) Laker-Ojok
 
 

HELP US LOCATE
If you know any of the 1974 graduates below, please ask them to update their

information by going to concordiacollege.edu/classnotes or 
send an email to alumni@cord.edu. 

We would love to update their records.

 Alumni can send in life updates throughout the year. 
Go to: www.ConcordiaCollege.edu/ClassNotes



2020 Sent Forth Award Recipients

                   

                        Cmdr. Brian Kesselring '00
 

                   
                         Tara (Stueber) Wilson '06

 
 

                     

 
 

ALUMNI AWARDS
 



2020 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

                           Robert Johnson '71

                   
                           Karen (Quanbeck) Grandstrand  '77

 
 

                           Rachel (Nelson) Hollstadt '70

 
 

                           Dr. Bennett Larson '63

 
 

To read the bios of the 2020 AAA and Sent Forth Award Recipients or if you
 would like to nominate a deserving Alum, please go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/AlumniAwards


