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MESSAGE FROM YOUR CLASS AGENTS

Greetings, Cobber Class of 1973!

Good news: you have a team of class agents to keep you in contact with 
Concordia, the position being empty for a few years since Don Wendel wrote 
our last class letter in 2017. Thank you, Don. We hope that all of you are 
enjoying your “reclining and declining” years, and not doing either to excess. 
 Big things are happening at Concordia and you can read about them later in 
this letter. Homecoming for 2021 is set for October 1-3 and we recommend that 
you get it on the calendar now. It will be an opportunity to see old friends, 
make new ones, take a look at the newest changes on campus, (Yes, the “new” 
science building of our era has been replaced by a much better one),  see how 
much the trees have grown, plus take in a great concert, football and soccer 
games, and more.

Jan Bilden:  I  live near Grand Rapids, MN and have been retired from school 
counseling for a surprising number of years.  Northern Minnesota is wonderful 
and I’m attaining one of the retirement goals of being outside every day, all 
four seasons.As an organist,  it’s not hard to obtain what seems to be a lifetime 
appointment to the bench, but thanks to superb instruction by CC’s Ruth 
Berge, the congregation seems to like me and I really enjoy 
 playing.Environmental concerns, hiking, biking, travel and fiber arts and the 
inevitable upkeep on home and yard fill  the days. How did I  ever manage full 
time employment in addition?



Martha Mutch:   I  live in Roseville,  MN, and am retired from 24 years of 
computer programming but am still  organist at a Roseville church. After living 
and studying in Germany (when I was young),  I  learned to love traveling. As an 
avid SCUBA diver,  the last few years I’ve been exploring the amazing Pacific 
Ocean.Other interests include playing tennis,  gardening, knitting and local 
volunteering. In recent years I  have reconnected with several Concordia 
classmates via Facebook and have created a “Concordia class of 1973” group –
please join and invite others!

Colleen (Sedgwick) Belgum:  Unbelievable! I  retired over 10 years ago from 
teaching K-12 Vocal Music in Remer-Longville,  MN schools.  I  now live in Edina, 
MN. My daughters had gone on to further education and jobs, so I  decided to 
spend some time in the Twin Cities where there was a little more for an older 
single woman to do!Well,  I  found lots of friends, and activities to keep me very 
busy! I  learned to swing dance, and until  Covid put an end to it,  I  danced to 
live bands several nights a week, and made friends with musicians and other 
dancers in the process. I  joined downhill  and cross country ski clubs, and the 
choir at a beautiful Lutheran church. I  enjoy biking, hiking, kayaking and 
especially travel .  .  .  hoping we can all  get back to that soon! (My husband, 
Doug Belgum ’73 ,  died in 1999. He loved his dogs, canoeing, hunting, fishing, 
oil  painting, and his 4th, 5th and 6th grade students at Crosby-Ironton 
schools.)



Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for
annual tuition will be $27,500, which is
more than $15,000 lower than current
tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The
change in the college’s pricing model
will benefit continuing students as well.
Historically, students have seen an
average annual tuition increase of 4% or
about $1,700 annually. 

Concordia recently announced three
changes to be implemented in Fall
2021: the launch of a new pricing
structure for tuition, a change to its
academic framework by establishing a
schools model within the college, and
the introduction of the Cobber Flex
Year.
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In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for
continuing students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for
2022-23 and 2023-24. 

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic
reorganization to clearly name three schools. Under the new academic
model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the School
of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of
Business to encompass all areas of the college. The new schools model
resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connell is serving
as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of
the School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join
Christopher Mason, who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business
in January 2020. 

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option
offers current students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free
semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation date. The Cobber
Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the
pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling.

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the
vitality of our faith and learning mission. In March 2020, as the realities of
COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance learning.
Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester.
In-person instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to
academic and campus life. Each teaching space was measured to determine
appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces when
necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and
virtual learning attendance was available for those who could not meet in-
person.



CLASS UPDATES
John Toso MD
My wife Joann of 42 years died of
myelofibrosis complications in November
2015. I remarried--Feb 2017--to Jan
Johnshoy, an Augustana College roommate
of Joann's and long time family friend. We
are both retired since 2016 and enjoy
vacations in our motorized RV and playing
music together. We are enjoying our two
grandchildren, Soren, nearly 2 years old,
and 2 month old Freya Joy.

Rev. Carlton Kangas
I now serve St. Paul’s and St. John Lutheran
Churches in Fall Creek, WI.(10 miles from Eau
Claire) my wife Jane and I have three adult
daughters and five grandchildren.



Dean Brown
We had a pretty quiet year. No major events
took place. We were fortunate to have the
opportunity to take two trips before the
pandemic shut down most travel in March. One
trip found us in Orlando enjoying Walt Disney
World and Universal Studios. The other took us
to Arizona to visit our son and his family.

My only "job" is working as a Standardized Patient for the
Mennonite College of Nursing. About 8 times a year, my wife and I
help teach nurses how to address and relate to real, live people in a
clinic setting. I enjoy working with these young people, and feel I'm
giving back to the community by helping train healthcare
professionals. I'm still involved in theatre. I had a highly
encouraging reading of a play i have written; looking forward to
making revisions and figuring out the next step in getting it
produced somewhere. I also had parts of two radio dramas that
were broadcast on a local Public Radio station in November and
December. And, to end the year in December, I played the part of
Scrooge in a live streamed production of A Very COVID Christmas
Carol , an updated version of the classic story.

Don Wendel
Enjoying retirement in Ft Hills AZ during the winter months.
Teaching Junior Achievement in Arizona as a volunteer. Growing
wine grapes in my vineyard in Minnesota in the summer.

Candy (Anderson) Luhrsen
My husband, Don, and I own a small cattle ranch in SW NM. We
actively volunteer in our community and state. I just completed
two each two-year terms as President of Grant County Federated
Republican Women. I am a Member-At-Large on the NM State
Board of FRW and State Newsletter Chair. Don is President of the
Mimbres Farm Bureau Local. We hope to sell our ranch and move
to WY, AZ, or TX to retire.



Luther Sannes
Enjoying retirement and working part time as a substitute teacher.
Enjoying our two grand children. Last March I also retired as a
basketball referee after 45 years of blowing a whistle.

Kelly Kumm
After 35 years of practicing law, I am
retired and live in our second home in
Mesquite, Nevada.



Join the Concordia Book Club!
Connect with fellow Cobber alumni,
faculty/staff, current students, and
current/former parents to read and
discuss a variety of fiction novels. To join
the group search Concordia College
Fiction Book Club .

Host a Corn Feed in your area!
Gather area alumni to strengthen
relationships between alumni, parents,
and students. Reach out to Marah Moy
at mmoy@cord.edu if you are interested
in hosting. Costs up to $200 are
reimbursed.

Homecoming 2021
Make plans to attend Oct. 1-3. 

Watch our website for updates.
ConcordiaCollege.edu/homecoming

 



 More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and 

 During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for

 This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the resources they need             

 This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of this         

  In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry.

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the college forward while
supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from this year include:

        support to help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every
        one of our students.

        food, transportation, and other critical needs.

        to compete despite COVID-19.

        Concordia tradition and our student musicians.

 
Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the “CobbersGive” Fund-

the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of campus that aligns with your
passions. The class of 1973 can truly make a difference in the lives of current Cobbers!

Together we are preparing Cobbers to lead and serve in a world that needs
them. During the challenges of COVID-19, your generosity is 

needed more than ever. 
 

Learn more or give early at ConcordiaCollege.edu/cobbersgive
 

GIVING UPDATE



Bradley D. Jorgenson passed 9/20/2020
David L. Larson passed 12/29/2019

Judith (Jore) Sprung passed 6/8/2019

Susan Ahearn
Wihib Bekele

Bradley W. Berg
Kevin Bjornson

Catherine A. Casey
Rodney Dahlberg

Tilahun Eshetu
Bonnie Galovich

Nancy (Lieffort) Gellhaus
Thomas Hanle

Robin (Jensen) Lamb
Linda Jensen

Ruth (Glassman) Kravitz
 
 

Terry Laudal
David Opitz

Janet Pawlik
Deborah Rhen

Kathryn (Kvols) Riedler
Susan (Alcox) Roche

Kevin Ruffcorn
Steven Schneider

Rebecca (Payne) Silk
Sam Simonson

Michael Thorsteinson
Arthur Tredwell
Charles Wright

Carol Zakula
 

WE REMEMBER

HELP US LOCATE
If you know any of the 1973 Alumni below, please ask them to update their

information by going to concordiacollege.edu/classnotes or 
send an email to alumni@cord.edu. 

We would love to update their records.

 Alumni can send in life updates throughout the year. 
Go to: www.ConcordiaCollege.edu/ClassNotes



2020 Sent Forth Award Recipients

                   

                        Cmdr. Brian Kesselring '00
 

                   
                         Tara (Stueber) Wilson '06

 
 

                     

 
 

ALUMNI AWARDS
 



2020 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

                           Robert Johnson '71

                   
                           Karen (Quanbeck) Grandstrand  '77

 
 

                           Rachel (Nelson) Hollstadt '70

 
 

                           Dr. Bennett Larson '63

 
 

To read the bios of the 2020 AAA and Sent Forth Award Recipients or if you
 would like to nominate a deserving Alum, please go to

ConcordiaCollege.edu/AlumniAwards


