
50 YEARS!!  WHERE DID
THE TIME GO?? 
This fall homecoming marks the observance 
of the 50th anniversary of our graduation! 

The planning committee has been at work for 
several months preparing for a weekend full of 
reminiscing and reconnecting.  

Turn the page for a brief overview of the fun in 
store!
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CLASS OF '71 50TH REUNION!
Mark your calendars for September 30-
October 3 and make plans to attend our
50th (!) reunion this fall!



SATURDAY, OCT 2 
Saturday morning is the always-popular
reunion breakfast (NOT combined with
the Class of '70), followed by the parade
(We will have a "float", so bring candy, if
you want to throw some!), then the
football game vs St John's.  The evening
is marked by the homecoming concert ,
followed by an informal gathering of our
class.   

THURSDAY, SEPT 30
We will be joining with the Class of '70,
whose 50th reunion last year was
postponed due to the pandemic, for a
casual time of visiting and reconnecting
over hors d'oeuvres at the Hjemkomst
Center in Moorhead.  Tours of the center
with its Viking ship and Stave church
replica will be offered. 

FRIDAY, OCT 1
Friday will be highlighted by lunch with 

 the Class of '70, with an update on 
 Concordia's vision from President Craft. 
 Morning chapel, campus tours,
bookstore visits are also possibilities for 
this day.
Plans are still in the offing for the 
evening, whether it be a banquet or 
other gathering. 



SUNDAY, OCT 3

After  the morning worship service in 
Memorial Auditorium, many heartfelt 
"good-byes" will be said, along with 
promises to keep in touch. 

Be sure to fill out and submit
the memory book form on the

website: 
 ConcordiaCollege.edu/memory

bookform
We hope to have a page for you

in the book!

Blocks of rooms have been set
aside for the Class of '71. 

 Go to 
ConcordiaCollege.edu/hotel 



Campus Update 
Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021: the launch of
a new pricing structure for tuition, a change to its academic framework by establishing a
schools model within the college, and the introduction of the Cobber Flex Year
.
Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than
$15,000 lower than current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in the college’s
pricing model will benefit continuing students as well. Historically, students have seen an
average annual tuition increase of 4% or about $1,700 annually. In the upcoming year, the
increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for continuing students will be limited to $800 and
no more than $1,000 for 2022-23 and 2023-24.

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization to clearly
name three schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia introduced the School of
Arts and Sciences and the School of Health Professions. These two new schools join the
Offutt School of Business to encompass all areas of the college. The new schools model
resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connellis serving as dean of the
School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of the School of Health
Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver joinChristopher Mason, who was appointed
dean of the Offutt School of Business in January 2020.

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option offers current
students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free semesters of study beyond their
anticipated graduation date. The Cobber Flex Year allows students whose college experience
has been affected by the pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most
compelling.In the midst of a pandemic, 

Concordia continued its work to support the vitality of our faith and learning mission. In
March 2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to
distance learning. Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020
semester. In-person instruction and residential living were offered with modifications to
academic and campus life. Each teaching space was measured to determine appropriate
occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces when necessary. In addition, some classes
were offered as a hybrid approach and virtual learning attendance was available for those
who could not meet in-person. 



In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the
college forward while supporting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights from

this year include:

     More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and
support to help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every one of

our students.

 During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency
funding for food, transportation, and other critical needs.

 This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have the
resources they need to compete despite COVID-19.

     This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated
$68,552 in honor of this Concordia tradition and our student musicians.

 In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry.

Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the 
“Raise it Up” Fund-the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of 

campus that aligns with your passions. The class of 1971can truly make a 
difference in the lives of current Cobbers!

Giving Update



Our hearts are with the friends and families of the
following classmates who passed away in the past

year:

Faye (Melbye) Bjorgan
Grace Horstmann

Jerry Jensen
Robert "BJ" Johnson

Willard Luft
Daniel Skilbred
Linda Tingum  

 

In Memoriam 
 
 
 

 
 

Faye (Melby) Bjorgan
Grace Horstmann

Jerry Jensen
Robert "BJ" Johnson

Willard Luft
Daniel Skilbred
Linda Tingum



Jeanne (Cox)
House

With the COVID pandemic affecting millions, our life has been rather uneventful, 
as we have stayed close to home. We did manage to spend one week on Estero

Island near Fort Myers, FL, with our youngest two daughters and
granddaughters. We celebrated a 10 year vow renewal ceremony with our

youngest daughter in FL. After lockdown in March, we only ventured out on a
few day trips in ND.

On March 3 of 2020, our first great grandchild was born, William James Pomonis. 
He and his parents live across the Missouri River in Bismarck which has allowed

us to visit him on a few occasions...always masked up! 
We also celebrated the graduation of granddaughter Madelyn House from 

Century High School in Bismarck. Maddy graduated as valedictorian & was a 
featured speaker at the very dialed down & safely planned outdoor graduation.

Class Updates
Rev John Matthews
While managing the COVID 
pandemic ‘lock-down’ as all are, I 
continue to teach remotely for 
Augsburg University
(Minneapolis) and for 
congregations’ adult education. 
We Zoom with our five children 
(and spouses) and ten 
grandchildren.



In addition to working with and
caring for my clients in my

primary vocation - Independent
Insurance Agent, I am also -

1. ND State Senator since 2007 and
now in the midst of our 2021

Legislative Session.
2. Member of our Lake Region
Search and Rescue Team since

1981.
3. Owner and trainer of several

Newfoundland dogs that my family
and I have used to help find lost

and/or drown victims in and around
ND and MN, along with teaching
water and general safety to the

youth of our regions communities.
4. Married now for nearly 51 years to
Vicki(aka Hunny Bunch) and enjoying

all life has to give us:
a. Two great children

b. Four awesome grand children
c. Two awesome grand children

d. More danged great friends than
we can count

5. Still like to exercise(call me crazy)
6. Also helping son Jeb to build a

craft brewery - Black Paws Brewing
Company - in downtown Devils Lake,

ND. Should be open at May, 2021
and that will be awesome.

Dave Oehlke



Dr Gary Clayton Anderson 
My wife Laura has retired from teaching Anthropology
at the University of Oklahoma after fifteen years. She

is the editor of two books and spent two years at
Concordia before we were married in 1971 (fifty years

ago come September 2). 
Our three children are all doing well. Kari, the oldest,

married into the Harding Oil company here in
Oklahoma, and after losing her husband in a well

accident, has successfully ran over fifty oil wells and
raised two wonderful boys, the oldest of whom

graduated as Valedictorian and President of his high
school class. He is now majoring in Petroleum

Engineering at the University of Oklahoma.
Evan, my oldest son, graduated from Duke University

and started Oseberg Energy, a software firm
that now employs over 200 individuals, some in India.

His firm is active in Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana,
Colorado, and New Mexico. 

Jon, the youngest, graduated from Johns Hopkins and
continued on to receive an MA in Economics. He and
his wife Amy have a consulting firm that is heavily into

oil, gas, pharmaceuticals, and Politics.
I continue to write, completing my eleventh (Gabriel

Renville bio) book in 2018 and my twelfth book,
Massacre in Minnesota, in 2019. I hold the George Lynn

Cross Research Chair in History at the university, which is
the oldest chair established. I cannot wait for the
Pandemic to end so I can get back to the National

Archives, my home away from home.



Missing CobbersMissing Cobbers
The college has lost touch with the following classmates.  If you know
them or their contact info, please contact the alumni office at
carlsonk@cord.edu

Joel Aamodt Marlene Johnson
Felicia Okezie Amadi        Paul Johnson
Dave Anderson         James Kendall
Rebecca Winger Bard        Peggy Knedler
Guy Berg        Susie Esco Knighton
Helen Berg        Robert Loewen
Richard Berglund        Thomas McMorrow
Donna Bernstein        Candy Anderson Monroe
Donna Benzinger Boothe   David Nedrud
Nancy Borst        Bruce Nelson
Dan Boyce        John Olson
Thomas Brekke        Jill Hanson Omarzu
Craig Cain        Linda Paterson
Ronald Conley        Kathleen Aamot Paulson
Susan Cook        Steven Peterson
Susan Corkill        Tria Church Rouse
David Dale        Faye Iverson Ruffcorn
Cheryl Decelles        Margaret Sillerud
Lynn Erickson        James Tatge
Emmanuel Fourakis        Janet Bauer Tjenstrom
Susan Jerde Fredrickson    Jerel "Bubba" Vance 
Ronette Gerber        Gary Wagner
Larry Hector        Deborah Smith Whittemore 
Christine Hella        Roger Wischnewski
Beverly VOlkema Hovenkamp    Christine Wise 
Richard Hunt  Jean Gorder Wulbecker



Stay connected on Facebook.
Join our private Facebook group,

"Concordia College Class of 1971"
Share info with classmates, post photos 

from CC days and reconnect with classmates.




