
 
          
 
 
Greetings!          February, 2021 
 
It is almost spring and, once again, time to share “updates” about a few of our classmates, as well as   
Concordia. 
 
It is hard to believe that 1970 was over 50 years ago!  So much has changed, but so much has also stayed 
the same.  One of the things that will always remain are the good memories we have of the time spent at 
Concordia.    
 
I hope that many of you are planning to come to Homecoming in the fall (September 30-October 3) 
of 2021 to celebrate our 50+1 Reunion.  Although it was delayed for a year, because of COVID-19, the 
Reunion Planning Committee members (Craig Amundson, Roger Bonderud, Berta (Anderson) Dale, 
Denny Fuhrman, Ev Hall, Ev (Homdrom) Hanson-Florin, Sandra (Nute) Nelson,Gary Noren, Bonnie 
(Besse) Rietz, Cindy Sillers, Erik Svenkerud, Gary Uecker. Chris Ward, and Norma (Thompson) 
Wilson) are still working with the College to organize a great weekend of events.  The best part, of course, 
will just be seeing many of you and visiting after such a long time.   
 
Some links that can help you plan your Homecoming weekend are as follows:  Hotels with blocks of rooms 
reserved for “Concordia Class of 1970” until August 31, 2021:  ConcordiaCollege.edu/Hotel;  bus 
routes in the Fargo-Moorhead area www.matbus.com; and bike trails in the Fargo-Moorhead area 
fmbikemap.org. 
 
The Reunion Planning Committee hopes you have had a chance to look at the 
Reunion Memory Book (see photo) you received last summer.  If you did not 
submit information for the Book, but would like to be included in the 
addendum” that will be made available to everyone electronically, you are 
encouraged to complete this form the form at 
ConcordiaCollege.edu/1970addendum by June 15th.  We would love to hear from 
you! 
   
Pat (Torgeson) (’71) and I are doing fine. So far, we have been able to avoid the Coronavirus, but it has 
taken a lot of isolation.  The “up-side.” of course, has been that we have maintained our good health, but 
we have definitely missed seeing family and friends. Most of our time has been spent taking daily walks, 
“trying” to follow and sort out the U.S. and world news, learning new types of technology so we can 
communicate with the “outside” world, and taking care of our home in West Fargo. 
 
I want to thank everyone who sent an “update” to me.  Information about the lives of classmates adds so 
much to this annual letter!  Thank you again!!  The “updates” and “photos” that I received are as 
follows: 
 
●Doug Aden lives in Grand Junction, Colorado, with his wife, Lorraine Jensen. He commented that, for 
him, a particular video, by Chuck Mead, pretty much sums up the last year. Doug said, “If you aren’t 



familiar with Johnny Cash singing “I’ve Been Everywhere,” watch it on YouTube and then google Chuck 
Mead “I Ain’t Been Nowhere” to watch the video.”   
 
●Renee (Saethre) Anderson lives in Pequot Lakes, Minnesota, with her husband, David.  She has kept 
busy in spite of the pandemic.  For the most part, she and David have stayed home while cancelling, or 
postponing family gatherings. Renee has twenty piano students with some of them taking lessons virtually 
and the others coming to her house wearing their masks and using hand sanitizer. She is helping plan a 
Minnesota Federation of Music Club piano festival for March. One hundred fifty students will participate.  
The Festival will carefully take place at two churches using three pianos at each location. The number of 
students, at each church, will be limited and masks and hand sanitizer will be used. Renee also plays for 
her church each Sunday and often she accompanies the socially distanced choir of four. The services are 
either in-church, or live streamed. Renee said, “David and I have received our first COVID vaccine (as of 
late January) and encourage everyone to get it if you are able to do so.” 
 
●Roberta (Stenshoel) Azar lives in Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota.  She said, “We’ve been low key due 
to COVID-19.”  
 
●Ken Bergenheier lives in Fairview, Montana, with his wife, Shauna (Thomas) 
(’71) (see photo).  They are in Montana in the spring, summer and fall and in 
Mesa, Arizona during the winter months.  Ken plays in the “Sunrise Brass” in 
Montana and in the “Tower Point Band” in Mesa.  He also sings in the church 
choir while in Mesa.  He enjoys playing golf and tennis, reading, and doing 
puzzles.  Shauna gives a few piano lessons and they both enjoy going to their 
grandson’s activities.     
 
●Darla (Nelson) Bova lives in Tustin, California.  She had her own real estate appraisal company for 
several years.  In 2007, she began working at Starbucks where she loved working with all the “young kids.”  
When her first granddaughter was born in 2017, she began babysitting her, as well as working at Starbucks.  
She loved it, but found herself “working” 50-60 hours a week. She retired from Starbucks but once her 
second granddaughter was born in 2020, she became the babysitter for her too and continued “working” 
50-60 hours a week.  Darla shared that when her other daughter had her first baby, in January, 2021, her 
daughter tested negative for COVID before delivery. Darla’s son-in-law stayed with Darla’s daughter in 
the hospital. When her daughter, son-in-law and the baby were getting ready to be discharged, two days 
later, they all tested positive for COVID and learned that her daughter’s in-laws had also just tested positive.  
Fortunately, all had mild cases.  The doctor remarked how lucky it was that the baby was so healthy with 
COVID. Darla wrote, “Days don’t have enough hours in them.  I am very lucky to have my children living 
so close by and that everyone is now healthy.”  In her update, Darla included the news that her former 
classmate/roommate, Karen (Mollerstuen) Martin, died in December, 2020, due to Alzheimer’s.     
   
●Caren (Holm) Martin-Burleigh lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico, with her husband, James.  She has been 
staying safe from COVID by staying home, keeping masked, etc.  Jim has been studying Arabic on-line in 
hopes of using it on a future return trip to a Moroccan village where he will help with a water project.  Caren 
wrote, “I have been keeping busy assisting our grandson, Archer, with his first-grade on-line learning, 
sewing masks for the homeless in Santa Fe, and enjoying my work with worship music and education at 
our church, Lutheran Church of the Servant, in Santa Fe.”    
 
●Linda (Johnson) Dahlager lives in Maynard, Minnesota, with her husband, Howard. She is enjoying her 
retirement a lot after having worked with special needs high school students for many years.  She and 



Howard keep busy attending as many activities as they can, (or as many as COVID restrictions will allow) 
for their eleven grandchildren.  She has been a Hospice visitor, a volunteer at the local care center, and 
involved in other volunteer activities.  She said, “I am just waiting for those restrictions to lift so I can 
resume my volunteer work.”  Linda also wrote, “My husband and I will celebrate our 52nd Anniversary in 
June!”    
 
●Roberta (Anderson) Dale lives in Shoreview, Minnesota, 
with her husband, Luther (’69). During the first months of the 
COVID pandemic, Berta and Luther brought Berta’s mother to 
live with them as everything was being shut down in her Senior 
apartment building. Berta’s mother turned 100 on April 6 and 
Berta and Luther did not want her to be alone for such a 
significant birthday. They had big plans for several parties, but 
all that had to be cancelled. Instead, Berta’s mom woke up to 
flamingos in the yard and a sign that said, “Sophie is 100” (see 
photo.)  Berta commented that her mom was delighted with 
that, as well as with a drive by parade, capped off with a family gathering on Zoom. Sophie is now 
approaching her 101st birthday and Berta and Luther are thinking they may need to come up with some 
more “alternative” party ideas. Berta wrote, “My mom is still sharp, reading voraciously, and playing 
scrabble every day.  She is looking forward to moving back into her apartment as soon as she gets the 
second dose of vaccine.”      
 
●Dean Davis lives in Eagan, Minnesota, with his wife, Candy. Dean said that he’s been doing what Bob 
Dylan said back in the day, “The only thing I knew how to do was to keep on keeping on…”  He and Candy 
have been isolating a lot during COVID and have been tested a few times for the virus.  He said that he 
keeps himself amused by working on hobbies/projects (ie: building a guitar amp from scratch) and he is 
looking forward to the approaching bicycle season. Dean wrote, “Because of the manner in which the past 
year has unfolded, I’m also enjoying hooking up with old high school and college classmates – it’s always 
fun to see what they’re doing these days.” 
 
●John and Mary (Seter) Erickson live in Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. They are in Florida until the 15th of 
March.  Their daughter and son-in-law have a home in Siesta Key, Florida. They wrote, “Outdoor dining is 
better here than in Minnesota!”  John and Mary added a new granddaughter, Muna Joy, last March.  John 
officiated when Muna’s parents renewed their vows on a beautiful October day at The Barn in Dunvilla, 
Minnesota.  John and Mary wrote, “We have stayed safe from COVID and received our first shot in 
January.” 
 
●Leslie (Swanson) Erickson lives in St. Paul, Minnesota. She wrote that her sweet husband, Todd, had a 
major stroke in January 2020, and is now a resident of the VA Facility in St. Cloud, Minnesota. During the 
pandemic, she and her children have been able to visit Todd via Zoom, as well as have window visits.  She 
said, “Our faith, loving support from many people, and great outlook carry us on.”  Leslie is also in the 
Handbell Choir at her church, and a member of PEO and the Optimist Club.  Her closing comment was, 
“God bless us all in 202!”     
 
●Nancy (Fichter) Erickson lives in Bemidji, Minnesota with her husband, Gary. Nancy wrote, “As my 
fingers hover over the keyboard, I pause to consider what I can write about a year without parallel.  Do we 
consider the day-by-day routine we each established, or do we look beyond for something at the center of 



those routines?  How can we measure, in words, what 2020 was?  I am struck by the idea that the difference 
between this year and those that came before, is one of magnitude, not kind.” Nancy commented that 
although travel plans, family visits, and holidays took on a different look for most of the year, the 
foundations of community were still there, albeit modified in scale, or range. Nancy and Gary celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary and were able to include their children, and grandchildren, in the celebration, 
taking care to limit contacts and activities.  The technologies of Zoom and FaceTime helped fill in the gaps 
when Nancy and Gary could not gather in person. She said that friends texted and called to check in and 
each Nancy and Gary took a measure of what was truly necessary and uplifting during their periods of 
sequester.  She commented that they have learned to adapt and to appreciate what becomes tempered and 
refined through change. Nancy concluded with the following statements: “Many have lost a great deal 
during this time, and it is proper to acknowledge that reality.  We are being changed by the realization of 
how connected we are, even as our usual modes of interaction have been limited.  As we wait in the interim 
for a return to an accepted normalcy, our names somewhere on a list in cyberspace, we look around us and 
virtually embrace family and friends.” 
 
●Jean (Evenson) Gravrock lives in Simi Valley, California, with her husband, Paul.  Jean commented 
that 2020 was definitely a year to remember, especially due to the challenging and stressful aspects due to 
the pandemic.  Among the most real to her were missing out on special family gatherings (due to staying 
home and keeping safe); the cancellation, or postponement, of wonderful events, such as our 50th Reunion, 
a family wedding, special birthdays (especially those of grandchildren); and gathering for in-person worship 
services on Sunday mornings and church holidays, such as Easter and Christmas.  Jean concluded by saying, 
“Yet, in spite of these activities, which were on hold for basically the whole year, there were also many 
blessings which we experienced.  Included in the list were the following: the privilege of worshipping every 
Sunday with our Ascension family via “live streaming; being involved with friends and family on Zoom 
for Bible study and Life Group meetings; occasionally meeting outside with a few family members (masked 
and socially distanced) to enjoy a little time together; having extra time for gardening, putting together 
many 1,000-piece jigsaw puzzles with my husband, Paul; and reading and playing board games.  The most 
special blessing is that we will be welcoming our 9th grandchild into our family in March.” 
 
●James Hilleson lives in Veblen, South Dakota, with his wife, Betty.  COVID has 
curtailed many of their activities.  Jim said that opening their Christmas gifts was not 
as exciting as having their grandchildren open their gifts.  He bought a Mensa sweat 
shirt and mask for Betty and she gave him a couple pair of pants.  Jim wrote, “Our 
life is as bland as it sounds, but Betty works part-time and I do woodworking and fix 
computers.  As grandparents, I must show pictures of the smartest, and best looking, 
grandkids ever!”  (See photo) 
 
●Roberta Hunt lives in Mendota Heights, Minnesota.  The past year has been a difficult one for her.  Last 
May, Berta had a major stroke that resulted in her needing to live at a care center. Berta’s husband, Tim 
Heaney, had also been in a care center and died in early January. Berta’s daughter, Jackie, has set up a 
Caring Bridge site for Berta and says that her Mom really enjoys receiving cards from friends. Her address 
is: Mendakota Manor, 2351 Pagel Road, Mendota Heights, Minnesota, 55120.  Due to COVID-19, 
there are restrictions for in-person visitors at this time.   
 
●Barbara (Anderson) and Doug Larson live in Deerwood, Minnesota.  Barb and Doug commented that 
they had a good and interesting ten-week experience beginning on March 17th when their daughter, Joayne, 
and her three-year old daughter, Solvej, came to live with them. No one knew how long they would be 



staying. Joayne set up her business downstairs and Barb and Doug provided day care, for Solvej, upstairs.  
Day care included story time, phy-ed, trips outside, and science lessons as they explored ice, squished frogs, 
pine cones, and everything else a three-year old finds interesting.  Barb and Doug had trips planned to 
Moscow and St. Petersburg and to Barcelona and Buenos Aires, but the trips were cancelled by Viking 
Cruises.  They have plans to take the trips in the future.  They were, however, able to have their two children, 
and grandchildren from Minneapolis, visit them at their lake cabin a number of times. They noted that 
everyone has been careful about working and staying at home.  Doug said, “It feels a little funny to have 
our children worried about their “high-risk” parents.  When did we get to be old?”  Doug commented that, 
since May, he and his brothers have been having Zoom meetings every month, or so, and that  Barb has 
been having regular Zoom meetings with her sisters-in-laws, as well, and has also been learning to play the 
dulcimer.  Doug concluded with, “Overall, as different as this year is, we aren’t living in a war zone, or a 
refugee camp, or suffering any real hardships.”    
 
●Bev (Yokom) Lovas lives in Eden Prairie, Minnesota, with her husband, John (’69).  They are both retired 
educators.  They use to visit the Fargo area often, but since Bev’s parents are now deceased, they only visit 
the area occasionally.  They do, however, head north to their lake home in Perham, Minnesota.  Bev 
commented that with six grandchildren -the oldest being eight- ,summers at the lake are both joyful and 
exhausting.  Bev wrote, “We’re not heading to Bonita Springs, Florida, THIS year, but we usually spend 
time there in February.  We still appreciate the “adventure of life!”   
  
●Donette (Ryckman) Mack lives in Santa Rosa, California, with her husband, Tony.  Donette and Tony 
quietly celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary in December.  They had been planning to celebrate in 
Europe with their entire family, but the trip had to get postponed because of COVID. Now, they are planning 
the trip to celebrate their “fifty plus one” anniversary.  Donette and Tony have navigated the “Year of 
COVID” with books, music, New York Times crossword puzzles, PBS programs, some bad TV programs, 
gardening, home improvement projects, hiking, and spending more time than ever, on the phone, with 
family and friends. Donette even tackled refinishing their forty-foot deck and said that she is very pleased 
with the results. Donette and Tony have been living in Northern California for forty-one years but are 
hoping to relocate soon. Donette explained that they love living by a 5,000-acre state park in the Wine 
Country, but the fires in the last four years have made life very challenging and they are exhausted with 
evacuations, smoke and ash, power outages, and needing to have “go bags” by the back door for half the 
year.  They are, however, grateful for the health and wellbeing of their family and friends while being ever 
mindful of the struggles that so many are currently having.  Donette said that she watched the poignantly 
beautiful memorial ceremony on the National Mall honoring those lost to COVID and that she wept with 
relief that the Nation’s grief was finally being addressed. Donette noted that she was writing her “update” 
on Inauguration Day.  She said, “We are filled with hope that the Country can find its way back to decency 
kindness, and intelligent decision-making.”  Donette concluded by saying, “I had a long and fun phone visit 
with Elaine (Skillbred) Dobson the other day and we talked about plans for attending our CC Reunion this 
year.  Hope to see you all there!”    
 
●Karen (Mollerstuen) Martin died in December, 2020.  She had been living in Castle Pines, Colorado, 
with her husband, Bill.  Karen was, however, diagnosed with Alzheimer’s five years ago and had moved to 
a care center.   
 
●Fred Melton lives in Wilmington, Delaware, with his wife, Claudette.  Fred commented that much has 
happened for him and his family since he and Claudette retired in 2015 and 2016, respectively.  Claudette 
had been a social worker, for decades, working with secondary school age youth in transition.  Fred had 



been a Lutheran pastor, and served the last 23 years at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
in Wilmington.  Since retirement, he and Claudette have traveled a bit, mostly 
visiting some of their four adult kids.  Two of their kids live in Sarasota, Florida, 

and a third one moved, with her husband and three 
children, to Sarasota, temporarily, amid the COVID 
crisis.  Fred and Claudette also traveled to Florida last 
March and decided to stay for about a year.  (See 
photos.)  Fred has remained active with feeding/hunger 
ministries since 2015.  He currently serves as Chair of 
the Delaware-Maryland Synod’s Hunger Task Force.  
The Task Force encourages, and supports, churches in 
their efforts to respond to local hunger, as well as 
supports the ELCA global hunger projects through the 
Synod’s World Hunger Program.  Fred said that 

because he and Claudette have been forced (LOL) to live in Florida, even through 
the cold months, he has found himself playing a lot of solo golf.  He reports that 
he plays “even par”…part of the time, and then he is reminded of his short lived 
talents and shoots some 6s and 7s per hole, but all is safe and enjoyable!  Fred 
concluded with the following statement: “As different as life can be with this 
pandemic, we are adjusting; are more in touch with various friends and family than before; and are still 
finding meaning, hope, and enjoyment; AND looking forward to a healthier Nation…with new leadership.”              
 
●Gary Noren lives in Chisago City, Minnesota, with his wife, Marty 
Harding.  Gary wrote, “Yet, another COVID story…Granddaughters, 
Ingrid and Iris, have been bringing Sankta Lucia offerings to us every 
year since they were toddlers - (see 2013 photo) - always to our bed side, 
always singing and offering coffee, lussekatter, and pepparkakor!  This 
year, however, a new tradition was started…a “Distanced Sankta Lucia” 
on our porch – (see 2020 photo)!    
 
●Bonnie (Besse) Rietz lives in Austin, Minnesota, with her husband, Tim (’69).  She said that she wrote 
her update “Tongue in Cheek.”  She wrote, “It is going to be really hard for me to just sit and listen at a 
meeting (and I must admit some church services) when we have moved on from masks and social distancing 
and are able to meet in person again.  While in a virtual meeting (and I must admit some church services) 
with my video turned off and the mic. silenced, during this pandemic time, I have ridden my bike, jogged, 
hiked, walked, planted, weeded, cleaned, prepared dinner, eaten dinner, cleaned up from dinner, cross 
country skied, knitted, read e-mails….As I said, it is going to be really hard for me to just sit and listen…” 
 
●Ruth (Ronning) Rumreich lives in Scandia, Minnesota, with her husband, Thom.  Ruth and Thom 
usually spend winters in Maui and, in 2019, they were able to spend Christmas there for the first time, as 
well.  In February, 2020, Ruth’s four nieces and their families spent 10 days with Ruth and Thom and were 
able to stay in Ruth and Thom’s condo development.  They (seven adults and seven kids) all had a great 
time, oblivious to what March would bring.  After Ruth’s family left, she and Thom were able to spend a 
week in Bora Bora and returned to Maui just as things were starting to shut down.  They found themselves 
stranded in Maui (Ruth commented, “poor us”) for a month more than they had planned to stay because of 
constant changes, or cancellations, in their flight.  Ruth said that other than everything being closed down, 
it was a beautiful time to often be the only ones on the beaches.  Ruth wrote, “Finally home in early May, 



we hunkered down like everyone else and we pretty much stayed hunkered down reading, painting, 
cooking, golfing, Netflix, etc.  Looking forward to getting our vaccines, re-entering the real world, and 
shedding some of those pandemic pounds!”    
 
●Erik Svenkerud lives in Austin, Texas. Erik said that his major 
news is that he has survived the pandemic!  He also commented that, 
fortunately, he had had some experience with Zoom meetings before 
the Corona Virus pandemic as his Rotary Club (E Club of Central 
Texas) had been using it for years.  During this past year, Zoom has 
been a routine necessity for him, and many others, in order to attend 
graduations, church services, Christmas parties, the 1970 Concordia 
Reunion Planning Committee meetings, and more.  In January, he 
did, however, attend a Rotary community service event, as part of 
the Club’s seventh area of service, “The Environment,” where he 
joined a few other members in distributing free tree seedlings to 
anyone who had a place to plant them, Erik wrote, “The fun, and 
fairly safe, outdoor activity, during COVID-19, will hopefully be able to be repeated soon…and without 
masks!” (see photo). 
 
Gary Uecker lives in Apple Valley, Minnesota, with his wife, Jackie.  He retired from Performance Office 
Papers, a paper converting company, October 1, 2019, after 38 years of service.  Little did he know that the 
pandemic would hit in 2020 and change their lives forever.  He and Jackie spend their summers and falls 
in Apple Valley and their winters in Ft. Myers, Florida.  They have managed to stay COVID free and are 
going to get their vaccinations, soon, in Florida.  Gary wrote, “Through these trying times, I can only hope 
and pray all of us can stay healthy and enjoy our retirement.  These are the last chapters of our lives, but 
still can be fruitful and rewarding for us. Looking forward to seeing everyone for our 50+1Reunion 
Celebration this fall.” 
 
●Norma (Thompson) Wilson lives in Stillwater, Minnesota, with her husband, Dan.  She and Dan have 
been retired for 15 years.  She wrote that they were grateful for the years when they were working and also 
for their retirement years when they have had a different focus.  They continue to be active in Stillwater 
Trinity Lutheran Church and in the Stillwater community.  Their three children also live in Stillwater, as 
well as their grandchildren who fill Norma’s and Dan’s lives.  They have a family cabin near Battle Lake 
at which their kids, and their families, enjoy summer adventures.   Unfortunately, this past summer was 
different because of the COVID restrictions.  Currently, Norma and Dan are appreciating the Gulf waters 
of Texas. Norma said that even though they are masked and socially distanced, they are warm!  Norma 
wrote, “Celebrating a 50+1 college graduation is an amazing number to ponder.  The Reunion Team has 
prepared a full weekend of events and chances to visit with one another.  We are planning to attend the 
Reunion and hope to see you!” 
 
Updates about Concordia College, provided by the Advancement Office, are as follows: 
●●●Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021: the launch of a new 
pricing structure for tuition, a change to its academic framework by establishing a schools model within the 
college, and the introduction of the Cobber Flex Year. 
●●●Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than $15,000 lower 
than current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in the college’s pricing model will benefit 
continuing students as well. Historically, students have seen an average annual tuition increase of 4% or 



about $1,700 annually. In the upcoming year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for continuing 
students will be limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for 2022-23 and 2023-24. 
●●●To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization to clearly name three 
schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia introduced the School of Arts and Sciences and the 
School of Health Professions. These two new schools join the Offutt School of Business to encompass all 
areas of the College. The new schools model resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George 
Connell is serving as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of the 
School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join Christopher Mason, who was 
appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business in January 2020. 
●●●Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option offers current students 
and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free semesters of study beyond their anticipated graduation 
date. The Cobber Flex Year allows students whose college experience has been affected by the pandemic 
expanded possibilities to learn in ways they find most compelling. 
●●●In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the vitality of our faith and learning 
mission. In March 2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance 
learning. Concordia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester. In-person instruction 
and residential living were offered with modifications to academic and campus life. Each teaching space 
was measured to determine appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces when necessary. 
In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and virtual learning attendance was available 
for those who could not meet in-person. 
●●●In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni has helped propel the College forward while 
supporting the students it serves.  A few highlights from this year include: 
…..More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cobber Fund for scholarships and support to help make sure 
a Concordia education is possible for every student. 
…...During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency funding for food, transportation, 
and other critical needs of students. 
…..This past fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure Concordia athletes have the resources they 
need to compete, despite COVID-19. 
…..This past holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor of this 
Concordia tradition and student musicians. 
…..In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry. 
…..Thank you to everyone who has given to Concordia this year! Be on the lookout for the “CobbersGive” 
Fund-the-Need campaign in March.  
 
Before closing, I want to share a quote I heard the other day, by Michael J. Fox who has suffered with 
Parkinson Disease for several years.  The quote is: “Optimism is sustainable when you keep coming back 
to gratitude and what follows from that is acceptance.”  Thanks for your continued commitment to 
Concordia!  I hope that you will give serious consideration to attending the 50+1 Reunion in the fall.  
Meanwhile, stay safe and stay well! 
 
In peace, health, friendship, and optimism, 
 

 
   Cynthia Sillers 
 


