
Dear ’63 Classmates 
 
I am excited about going to Homecoming this year.  Our 50th Class Reunion was great and I 
expect this one to be even better.  Please come and join your fellow classmates.  We have many 
opportunities to have the Concordia experience all over again – starting with the following: 
 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
9:50 a.m. Homecoming Chapel Centrum, Knutson Campus Center 
1:00 p.m. “The Iran and other Nuclear Deals and Why Concordia’s Mission Statement 

is so important”  By John Ahlquist ‘63 
 
Barry Auditorium, Ron Offutt Business Center 

2:30 p.m. “Memphis 1966-68:  Perspectives and insights gained from teaching at a 
black college and experience the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.”  
by Vern & Vicki Hagen – both ‘63 
 
Barry Auditorium, Ron Offutt Business Center 

5:30 p.m. Pre-banquet reception, cash bar  –  Centrum, Knutson Campus Center 
6:30 p.m. Homecoming banquet (Must Register, cost is $40.00) 

Centrum, Knutson Campus Center 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
8:00 a.m. 55th Class Reunion Breakfast 

Christ the King Lutheran Church – 1900 14th St South 
Moorhead MN 

10:00 a.m. Academic Open House  –  at the newly remodeled Integrated Science Center 
11:00 a.m. Homecoming Parade 
11:30 – 12:30 Offutt School of Business Tours  –  Finance is currently Concordia’s most 

popular major. 
1:00 p.m. Football game  –  Concordia vs. St. Thomas 
6:30 p.m. Homecoming Concert 
8:30 p.m. Reunion gathering  -  Knutson Campus Center 
 



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
10:30 a.m. All campus worship 
Noon 55th Class Reunion Brunch  -  Fargo Country Club – 509 26th Ave S 

Fargo ND   
 
Important – you must register for the brunch.  Those of you who registered early for 
homecoming, the Sunday brunch at the Fargo Country Club was not listed on the registration 
form – Call Monica:  (218) 299-3454 to see if you are signed up for the Sunday brunch.  Cost is 
$25 per person.  You must pay ahead of time. 
 
For those staying at the Fargo South AmericInn the address is:  4325 23rd Ave S Fargo ND 
(701) 235-4699.  Rate is $90 plus tax when you mention group Concordia Class of ‘63 
 
CLASS OF ’63 COOKBOOK 
 
Elaine Hanson has been busy organizing all of the recipes sent in.  To date there are about 73 
recipes.  It’s not too late to get them to Elaine; August 31 will be the cutoff date for 
submissions.  Email Elaine:  erhanson41@gmail.com or mail:  6108 Zenith Ave S Edina MN  
55410 
 
DEADLINE FOR COOKBOOK ORDER:  AUGUST 31 
 
Cost of book if attending the reunion breakfast (8/29) will be $10.00 
 
Cost of having book mailed will be:  $5.00. 
 
Please send check made payable to Gary Zinter, 69 Nelson Dr, Silver Bay MN.  Include your 
name, address and phone number with your check.  Any excess monies collected will be 
contributed back to the College. 
 
CLASS UPDATES: 
 
James Belgum   
Marlene (Peterson) Belgum – belgums@runestone.net 
After hearing your recent message on our answering machine, we accidentally hit DELETE 
instead of REPEAT.  Uff da!  Fortunately Marlene had listened closely enough that she thought 
she remembered the email address for Elaine.  Unlike me, she pays attention and has a good 
memory!  I have your email address in our address book on the computer so was okay for you. 
I have two recipes typed up which I will send to Elaine. Marlene has hers picked out but not 
typed yet so will send when she is ready.  It has been a very busy summer!! 
Our biggest news in the past year is the birth of our second great-grandchild last July, the 
marriage of our grandson this January, and the graduation from the U of MN of our youngest 
granddaughter this spring.  Then in June we observed our 55th wedding anniversary.  Otherwise, 
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we are enjoying life and plugging away here on part of the old home farm with lots of yard work 
and gardening. 
By the way, our granddaughter who had our second great grandchild is a 2012 graduate of 
Concordia.  She and her husband are both teachers and live in Morris. 
I am scheduled for back surgery so doubt we will make it to Concordia for Homecoming.  Time 
will tell. 
Greetings from both of us, Marlene and Jim Belgum 
Carol Nesland Rogers – carolr2001@hotmail.com 
Francis and I are enjoying our retirement.  We recently took Amtrak for a three-week vacation 
to visit cousins in Washington and Idaho and spent a week in Oregon for our son's wedding on 
the beach of the Pacific Ocean with our daughter and granddaughter from Texas in attendance.  
Being with family meant the most!  Greetings to the Class of '63 as I will not be attending the 
reunion this fall.  We can catch up on Facebook (Carol Nesland Rogers). 
 
 
Lola Lindquist – lindg1@frontiernet.net 
In 2015 Gary and I moved into a condo in Worthington after 40 years on the farm. 
This year---2018---we celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary. 
 
Eldie Quarnstrom – eldie@gctel.net 
My past several years have been as busy as ever. Upon retiring in 2001 from teaching 
instrumental music here in Alexandria, I expanded my hobby of musical instrument repair and 
became an independent contractor to several music stores in the three state area. After being 
diagnosed with cancer in 2014, I discontinued my business and sold all of my equipment to the 
Eckroth music chain. In 2016, I treated my three adult daughters to a 2 1/2 week trip to Europe, 
starting in Copenhagen and ending in Paris. I have been back working part time for Eckroth 
music at their Saint Cloud location the past couple years, working about 100 hours a month. It’s 
a nice way to stay busy.  My health is great and my energy level is still high.  My family certainly 
is one of Cobbers. Included are daughters Jackie ‘81, Cher ‘85, and Darla ‘87, son-in-law Steve 
‘85, and grandkids Austin ‘16, Andrew ‘19, Jordan ‘20 and Grant ‘22 
 
CAMPUS UPDATE:  MUSIC 

• This May, the Concordia Orchestra spent two weeks on a cultural immersion trip in 
Greece, visiting eight cities and performing several concerts. 

• The 2016 Concordia Christmas Concert, “Gather Us In, O Child of Peace” earned a 
regional Emmy award for special event coverage.  This is the second time a Concordia 
Christmas Concert has received the Upper Midwest Regional Emmy award. 

• Dr. Rene Clausen was honored with the Weston H. Noble award for Lifetime 
Achievement at the 2018 ACDA Central and North Central Conference this year.  Clausen 
is in his 32rd year at Concordia College as the conductor of The Concordia Choir. 

 
 
 



JoeAnn Bruzzo – joeray41@aol.com 
I appreciate your work on keeping us informed about Concordia.  I have sent 2 recipes to Elaine 
today.  At this time, we have committed ourselves to other events and travel and will not be 
able to attend the Homecoming.  I know you will have a great time!    
 
Larry and I have three children and 9 grandchildren, living in Washington, Virginia, California 
and New York. We live in Atascadero, California, half way between LA and San Francisco, since I 
retired from Santa Ana Unified School District in Orange County, in 2002.  We recently have 
traveled through Europe, spent 2 weeks in Spain and 2 weeks in Germany, as well as cruises in 
the Eastern Caribbean and Alaska.  We enjoy traveling, gardening, community charities and 
events and, of course, retirement.  We welcome visitors to our area where presently there are 
over 200 wineries in Paso Robles, Templeton and Atascadero! 
 
Carole Knudtson Mathre – carole.mathre@att.net 
Travel is still important for me.   We go to Arizona for a month or more every winter, and it is so 
nice to get a break from winter.  We have a Vacation Ownership home in Scottsdale, and have 
also used our membership other places, like Maui, Kauai, and Cancun. However, we do enjoy 
Scottsdale and it seems like "home" since we have our favorite restaurants and shops, and we 
can take an extended road trip seeing national parks and other southwest attractions. I also 
traveled to Iceland and London for several weeks with our oldest daughter when she had a 
workshop, and I was able to go to 4 musicals on West End.  I traveled to New York City with my 
"birthday buddy" for our significant birthday two years ago, and we did all the typical tourist 
things plus saw 2 Broadway musicals.  This fall I will get to attend my second performance of 
"Hamilton" - so musicals are high on my list! 
 
Update from Wes Mathre  -  wesley.mathre@att.net 
I haven't traveled much lately other than to Arizona.  But the biggest trip we have taken has 
been in Moorhead itself.  After 31 years living in the same house, we gathered our stuff and 
moved about a mile or so further south to 3726 34th Street South  It's a new one story, one 
level, with no steps, standalone condo.  And we do stand alone.  There are empty lots of both 
sides of us as well as several across the street. 
 
We were able to pick our flooring, cabinets, wall color, etc, and indicate where we wanted light 
switches and outlets.  We also made the house 2 feet wider to accommodate the furniture for 
our sunroom.  And it has many other things such as wider halls and doorways and other things 
that make it handicapped accessible.  No longer do I have to bump through doorways and go up 
and down steps.  There are many more walls in which to hang pictures of our travels.  We love 
it!! 
 
Carmen Mohr Rogne – rcrogne@yahoo.com 
2017 was a big year for our family.  We decided to sell our lake home on West Macdonald Lake 
(after 47 years) and move to a condo in South Fargo.  We like the association & our new 
neighbors.  On Sept. 6th we welcomed a new great-grandson, Cameron.  In Nov. we will have a 
third great-grandchild. 



We continue to spend 6 months in Mesa, AZ, where I play Mahjongg with other Concordia 
classmates. 
 
Bennet Larson – benandpat@tobino.com 
We are on vacation in Camden ME with our kids and grand kids.  
 
I am planning to come to Homecoming and have reserved one of the rooms in the block. 
Coming in on Thursday.  
 
Will get back to you on recent activities and was considering adding a contribution to that of 
John Ahlquist and the Hagen’s. I need to look back to see what the guidelines were.  
 
If I were to do one it would be something like: Anecdotes on Living and Working for 50-years in 
a Secret Atomic City. Not really secret since the 50’s, but Oak Ridge likes to call itself a secret 
city playing up its past.  
 
CAMPUS UPDATES 
CONCORDIA LANGUAGE VILLAGE 
 
The summer of 2017 continued a three-year trend of strong enrollment with over 4,580 
villagers and families attending a Concordia Language Villages’ program.  Registration for the 
summer of 2018 continues that upward trend in enrollment, demonstrating the value placed on 
world language and culture education. 
 
Concordia Language Villages received the largest gift in its history from Simone Corporation and 
its CEO Kenny Park:  $5M to support the first phase of construction of the Korean Language 
Village on Turtle River Lake.  The gift was given in celebration of 30 years of language and 
culture at Sup sogui Hosu, the Korean Language Village.  Additionally, the Language Villages will 
recognize and celebrate 35 years of Sen Lin Hu, the Chinese Language Village, with a special 
program prior to International Day on August 10. 
 
 
CLASS UPDATES – CONTINUED 
 
John Brenden – senatorbrenden@gmail.com 
Carol Rein Brenden-  brencar@nemont.net 
The past few years have been busy, one would not know Carol (REIN) and I are retired.  They 
could not defeat me in politics for over 50 years so term limits were imposed  a few years ago 
and my last Montana State Senate term ended in Jan 2017.  Google Senator John Brenden if 
you would like to hear my farewell speech on the Senate floor which I sang it to the tune of 
“This old house”. Carol and I have been traveling to see kids and grandkids, which is much fun. 
 We spend time in California and Arizona for a few months in the winter and see a lot of 
Concordia Cobbers in Mesa; Rod Thorsell and crew.  Carol still teaches voice and piano part 
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time when we are home.  We took a Viking cruise in 2014 to Russia and are planning another 
Viking trip next year.  Last fall we took a road trip to the Maritimes in Canada, visiting Ottawa, 
Québec and on to Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia returning home through the states - 
three weeks and 7000 miles!  I still dabble in land and business, but summers are beautiful in 
the Flathead at our cabin at Ashley Lake.  We just got home from celebrating 50 years of 
marriage on the 6th of July with close family.  A great time was had by all.  So I say to my 
classmates on this 55TH reunion—enjoy yourself it is later than you think.  See you this fall. 
 
Larry Nelson – lsoinen@tds.net 
I have been at Mayo Clinic for 7 weeks receiving radiation for prostate cancer. 
I am doing fine and will be home this weekend. 
 
Judith Olson Munson – gjmuns@mailstation.com 
My main personal news is that my husband had some falls with brain injuries in 2017 and now 
resides in a nursing home here in St. James.  I live 3 blocks away so I am there with George most 
of each day.  I continue musically in any way I can in our church and community.  We enjoy 
visitors very much.  Thank you to you and everyone working to make our 55th reunion great!   
 
Kay Ferguson Forkner. – mkforkner@msn.com 
I was married to Mark Forkner before my senior year of college.  We lived in Dilworth and Mark 
taught there while I finished my senior year.  Mark attended graduate school in Greeley, 
Colorado, and our daughter, Lori, was born there.  Then we returned to Fargo, ND, where Mark 
taught music in the public schools and after being a stay-at-home mom for the first years of our 
children’s lives (a son, Kent, had also been born), I taught beginning strings for 25 years in the 
Fargo Public Schools.  I played violin in the Fargo Moorhead Symphony for 50 years and also 
played many solos at the churches where Mark was the organist. We continue to serve with our 
music whenever the opportunity arises.  We now have 5 grown grandchildren and 1 great-
grandson.  We continue to live in Fargo, ND, and serve where we can in the community and at 
our church.  We are fortunate to be able to spend some time in Florida during the winter 
months and attend a church with a wonderful music program where we sing in the choir.  We 
continue to attend the Concordia Christmas Concerts every year and other events at 
Concordia.  I keep in contact with some of my former classmates and enjoy getting together 
whenever we can.   
 
CAMPUS UPDATES – ATHLETICS 
 

• Senior Bailey Hovland broke several throwing records this year, winning the MIAC 
Championship and breaking the conference meet record in the hammer throw.  
Hovland’s hammer mark qualified her for the Women’s Track and Field Nationals meet 
this spring. 

• Brandon Zylstra ’15 signed a reserve/futures deal with the Minnesota Vikings for the 
upcoming season, after two successful seasons with the Edmonton Eskimos.  Zylstra 
caught 100 passes for a league-best 1,687 yards in 2017. 
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• Head tennis coach Joseph Murrey was named 2018 MIAC Coach of the Year after 
leading the team to be conference post season for the first time since 2011. 

• Becca O’Shurak has been hired as the first female head coach of women’s soccer.   
O’Shurak has previously served as assistant coach at Youngstown State and Tennessee 
Tech University. 

• Chad Johnson was named the Bobby Bell College Impact Player of the Year by the 
Minnesota Chapter of the National Football Foundation.  He is only the second athlete 
from the MIAC to receive the honor.  This honor is in addition to his MIAC All 
Conference Awards (3 years) and the 2017 MIAC MVP Award he received earlier this 
year. 

 
CLASS UPDATES CONTINUED 
 
LeRoy Larson – lhlar@msn.com 
LeRoy Larson retired from teaching in Rochester, MN 20 years ago and has lived in Burnsville 
the past ten years.  We still enjoy traveling and have gone on many trips, including Europe 
twice in the last 10 years, also every corner of the United States.  We hope to continue doing 
this for many years to come.  We now have 5 granddaughters; the youngest is 18 months old.  
Sons Chris and Scott opened a brewery in Cannon Falls in March, which is doing well.  This new 
venture is in addition to their day jobs, which keeps them very busy. 
 
We still go to the Christmas Concerts at Orchestra Hall, usually taking friends along as guests.  
Last year we also attended the first Winter Concert at our granddaughter's high school in 
Farmington.  We live in a senior residence with a nice view of the Minneapolis skyline.  Life is 
good! 
 
Jan Hume Holter – Jan passed away – this letter was from Carl 
Jan passed into her eternal rest this morning at 1:30AM. She was loved and cared for by family 
and staff during her 5 days in Hospice.  She communicated her last wishes with a very soft quiet 
voice and was the organizer of her celebration service to the end. She was kept very 
comfortable and her body remained strong and surprised the nurses.  
I want to highlight one of her caring moments while she was at the cancer clinic. One of the 
nurses spent some time talking with Jan about her music and piano playing. By the end of the 
conversation the nurse had a hymn that she would like to have Jan play for her.  Jan said she 
would try and I would record it on my phone for the nurse. Jan did not forget even in her weak 
condition. So the next day while she took her walker around the indoor track she stopped at 
the piano and gave it a try. Not so good as her hands didn’t keep up with what she was trying to 
play.  To my surprise she tried again the next day and it was much better but not to her 
standards. So we ended up giving the nurse one of the recordings Jan had done with Chuck 
Pereau.   
From my first date with Jan 51 years ago in October of 1966 I was gradually pulled into her 
world of giving and caring for others.  It has been a privilege and honor to be united with Jan on 
our journey together. She never told me what to do but the invitation to join her in music and 



care of others was there and eventually I was able to sing with her in front of a crowd of 
people.  She impacted everyone she met.  Thanks for all the prayers and support.  With great 
appreciation and love, 
 
Mary Gisvold Jeppson – grandmamaryjeppson@gmail.com 
Egg pancakes have been a favorite in our house forever!!!! 
Never known anyone else who made them until I shared the recipe with them!!!!   Have 
Willmar company now.  Eva and Mark Jeppson!!!! 
 
Jeff Nelson – jeffcarolnelson1@gmail.com 
Sorry I missed your phone call.  My wife, Carol, and I would love to be at the reunion but 
unfortunately we will not be there.  She has heart problems that don't allow for much travel.  
As to our life:  When Carol went to Luther Seminary in 1996 I retired from my job of 31 years as 
a claims representative with Farmers Insurance and went along for the ride.  While at Luther I 
worked in the food service.  Carol graduated in 2000 and her first call was to a two point parish 
in western Idaho.  I drove a school bus.  Her second call took us to Yakima, WA, where we 
currently live.  Carol retired from the ministry this year. 
My "second career" was a Godsend and I have been blessed with friends in many places, a 
variety of interesting jobs and a chance to lead a challenging and creative life. 
 
Dennis Orsen – orsentheophilus@prodigy.net 
"I am still involved with Camp Agape', an outdoor ministry affiliated with the ELCA; also, 
with Emmanuel, my congregation of membership, working with property matters. I 
have discontinued going out on Sundays to provide supply worship leadership - a big step in 
letting go.  
 
Linda is currently serving two small congregations.  Her passion continues to be working with 
immigrates and immigration issues. A lot of time is being spent with a family seeking asylum in 
the USA and advocating for kinder treatment of immigrants, especially families and 
unaccompanied minors.  Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services advocates for family 
unification. 
 
Daniel received his Master of Music degree with a major in viola performance from New 
England Conservatory of Music in May.  
 
During the past year he subbed with the Philadelphia Orchestra and the Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orchestra. He will also be subbing with The Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra in September.  He 
(unofficially) placed 4th in the Primrose International Viola Competition. In the coming months 
he will be playing several weeks with the Arctic Philharmonic Orchestra in Norway following a 
three week summer chamber music program in Poland during August. 
 
Linda and I have plans of going to Wales in August for Linda's 50th high school class reunion at 
Atlantic College - one of the United World Colleges'.  We will then be going on to Poland to take 
in some concerts.  I will not be able to make it to the 55th.   I will be thinking of everyone." 



Again, thank you for all the work you have done to keep our class of 63' connected.  
 
CAMPUS UPDATES – OTHER 
 

• Concordia has been awarded a $1,000,000 grant from the Andrew Mellon Foundation in 
honor of former Mellon Foundation president Earl Lewis ’78.  This grant will be used for 
faculty development, scholarships for diverse students, program support the Office of 
Diversity and support for the National Book Awards.  This grant is in addition to the 
$800,000 grant from the Mellon Foundation the college received earlier this year to 
support PEAK and diversity initiatives across campus. 

• Rachel Schaefer ’18 was named a Fulbright Scholar and will be working at the 
Universidad Nacional de Colombia next year. 

• This past fall, Concordia College launched the RISE Campaign, a comprehensive 
fundraising campaign with a goal of raising $150,000,000 by December 2019.  These 
funds will be used to support three pillars of the Concordia experience:  integrative 
learning, inclusive learning, and innovative learning.  For more information, head to 
www.riseforconcordia.com 

• The Department of Chemistry celebrated 100 years in early March (Chemistry has been 
at Concordia 102 years, but the event was postponed until the completion of the new 
Integrated Science Center).  The day-long celebration included talks from chemistry 
alumni from across the country, a career networking event for students and a banquet 
in the evening with Robert Homann, Professors Emeritus and Past Dean of the College, 
as the keynote speaker. 

• Over spring break, 130 students serviced out the mission of the college all over the 
country, participating in 8 volunteer opportunities including:  Habitat for Humanity Trips 
to Louisiana, Florida and the Carolinas, a hurricane relief trip to Dallas, Justice Journey 
Trips to New Orleans and El Paso, and High Impact Leadership Trips to Milwaukee and 
Pittsburgh. 

 
Mavis Johnson Bjurlin – mmbjurlin@gmail.com 
Thank you for your recent letter.  I was not aware that you did not have our e-mail address. 
Morris and I are still busy with volunteering and family events, enjoying life! 
 
Ken Deboer – kddeboer@bevcomm.net 
Thanks for the phone call Gary.  We did make reservations at the hotel when we first got the 
information.  We will be there Friday and Saturday night.  Diane is going to take care of sending 
a couple of recipes.  Not much has changed for us.  I cannot believe that I have been retired 
from the education field for 20 years.  I still continue to drive buses part time.  I like to drive and 
I enjoy the people part of the job.  We have not done much traveling lately.  We do attend a lot 
of plays and musical concerts in our area.  This is a lot of our recreation.  I still have fond 
memories of Concordia and my time there.  We are also very proud that we have 4 daughters 
who graduated from Concordia.  I am looking forward to attending the homecoming activities 
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this fall.  Thanks for all of the work you do for our class.  Have a good 4th of July.  See you in 
September - 
 
Elaine Peterson Nelson – g-nelson@comcast.net 
Gary and I will celebrate our 55th wedding anniversary this summer and look forward to my 
55th Cobber reunion in the fall.   
 
Our winters are spent in our Florida home in The Villages and summers at home in the 
Minneapolis area near family. 
 
Hobbies include our church activities, golf, cards and travel.  We look forward to a Baltic Cruise 
in August to celebrate “55”. 
 
John Ahlquist – john.ahlquist@sbcglobal.net 
John and Barbara Ahlquist were busy with travel in 2017 with trips to China and Italy.  These 
trips involved lots of walking, some hiking, and even sea kayaking.  The latter was interesting 
since neither of us had been in a kayak before.  It reminded us more of the phrase 
“ustacould”. With our aging bodies, things that were fairly easy have become more 
difficult.  For example, we ustacould walk a 10K quite easily, lift more weight, including kids, 
more easily, see long distance and up close clearly, hear the TV without have the volume 
cranked up, and get by on little sleep. 
  
However, we’re still glad to have hit the ¾ century mark and still be interested in life, have the 
opportunity to enjoy children, grandchildren and friends and still do some interesting things. 
  
We hope to be at our 55threunion this fall. 
 
Paul Brunsberg – brunsberg@loretel.net 
I am exercising daily at the YMCA.  I have one book in the publishing process.  The title is “Jesus, 
You, and Bill W.”  Sub-title- “Introducing Persons in 12 Step Recovery to Christian Spirituality.” 
Another book is almost written.  It is entitled “How to Raise an All-American Child.”   
“In 50 Pages” 
 
We spend winters in Moorhead, two blocks south of CC.  We spend the summer at the lake. 
 
CLASS FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
Concordia continues to have fundraising success due to generous supporters in each class.  In 
the past few years, Concordia has continued to surpass fundraising goals and can create new 
opportunities for students, including the completion of the Integrated Science Center and 
student scholarships. 
 

mailto:g-nelson@comcast.net


This past year, our class had 32.31% participation and gave 
$135,436.52.  Since graduation, our class has given $7,385,596.35 in 
outright gifts.   
 
Those in our class who have made contributions to Concordia from May 1, 2017 to April 30, 
2018 are as follows: 
 

A John Ahlquist Dale Knudson Carol Rathje 
John Alin Robert Kuphal Ronald Rickers 

Lowell Almen Marlys Larsen Carmen Rogne 
Terence Anderson Bennett Larson Carol Rudser 

Ray Anderson Barbara Larson C Thorpe Running 
B John Barry Jerome Lerom Gar Satrom 
James Belgum Lola Lindquist Jeraldine Schulz 

Marlene Belgum James Lundstrom Carlton Shaw 
Genell Benner Karen Lundstrom Barbara Shifflett 

Gary Berg Gary Lunstad Curtis Sigdestad 
Mary Birkeland Mary Lunstad Wayne Sletten 

David Birklid Anita Martin Maxine Slettum 
Jeffrey Boss Carole Mathre Lois Smerud 
JoeAnn Bruzzo Wesley Mathre Ruth Smith 

Lois Carlson Carol Maul Brian Soland 
Patricia Carow Grace Meloeny Audrey Spencer 

Clark Cary Dorothy Miles Dennis Spjut 
Judith Coughlin Dennis Mohr David Stedje 
Diane Daehlin Virginia Morgenthaler Ione Stedje 

Kenneth DeBoer Ronald Myrom Maureen Steenblock 
Kay DeRoos Carol Naig Clarence Stennes 

Elaine Dummler Carol Nelson Ronald Struxness 
Lynn Erbe R Nelson Carolyn Sullivan 

Richard Flom Dennis Nelson Darel Swenson 
Delores Forkey R Lynn Nelson Ronald Thimjon 
Sharon Gardner Lawrence Nelson Mervin Thompson 

Philip Gulstad Elaine Nelson Jacqueline Thompson 
Loren Gunderson Joyce Ollie Ruth Thompson 
Vern Hagen C Arthur Ollie Glenn Thoreson 

Victoria Hagen Dennis Orsen Rodney Thorsell 
Beva Hansen Arlys Pederson Carlton Urdahl 

Elaine Hanson Audrey Pederson Sharon Van Hauen 
Ronald Hanson Joyce Pestal Karen Vevle 

Allen Harstad Nadine Peterson Bernice Waddell 
Karen Heppner Derrance Peterson Wendy Walsh 
Curtis Hieggelke Eldred Quarnstrom James Westgard 



David Hofstad Sharon Rabon Estelle Winiecki 
Boyd Huselid Maxine Rademacher Gary Zinter 
Marie King Arleen Raffanti   
Dean Knudson     

 
CLASS UPDATES CONTINUED 
 
Clark Cary – ckcary1914@gmail.com 
I’m writing to let you know that I will not be available for the Homecoming gig with Merv.  Lois 
and I have signed on for a trip to Ireland which is slated for Oct. 1-10 and hosting the trip are 
Lowell and Sally Almen. Ireland has been on our "bucket list" for many years, in fact, we had to 
cancel out eleven years ago when we were heading there for a biking trip and our youngest 
grandson became critically ill.  So when this trip came up with the added appeal of traveling 
with Lowell and Sally we couldn't pass it up. 
 
The trip leaves from Chicago and we plan to spend a couple of extra days with friends prior to 
the flight to Ireland.  It means missing the whole Homecoming weekend. We decided not to 
cram Homecoming into those days prior to our flight. 
 
I apologize for the inconvenience for you but this trip takes priority.  So, if I'm still around for 
#60, maybe then I can work it out.  Will miss lots of good friends, I know!   
Clark 
 
Mary Repass Erickson – mekeyboard@comcast.net 
I am writing this for you to add to the class notes.  My maiden name was Repass and now I'm 
Mary Erickson.  I was a music major at Concordia. 
 
Over the last 18 months, I composed a song cycle entitled: Time For Hope.  The songs were 
sung by a 40-voice Ad Hoc Choir accompanied by piano and percussion.  The cycle included 8 
songs and spoken narrative.  First performance was February 10, 2018 at St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church in Denver, Co.  The second performance was April 15, 2018 at St. Gabriel Episcopal 
Church in Englewood, Co. 
 
Glenn P. Huntoon – ghuntoon@wabasha.net 
Unfortunately I won’t be at our 55th reunion. We will be on a Hurtigruten ship doing the fjords 
of Norway. We leave Sept 16th and return on the 4th of October. I am not a “happy camper” 
about it but it is what it is.  I hope everyone has a good time. 
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Karen Hoffman Morstad – kmorstad41@gmail.com 
Dennis and I are now residents of Little Falls, Mn in the summertime and head to Mesa, AZ for 
the winter. Enjoying living near some of our family and in lake country of MN! We presently 
have 3 grandchildren at Concordia.   
 
Tom Hanson – eyeman222@yahoo.com 
Time just keeps flying by…hard to believe it’s been about 55 years since we graduated from 
Concordia.  In many ways our society has taken a turn for the worse.  Personal responsibility is 
decreasing and we have begun to see “government” as the arm to look to for solutions to our 
societal problems.  But it doesn’t’ seem to be working, and the Christian religion has taken a 
huge hit compared to how it was thought of 50 years ago.  I remember “trying to solve the 
world’s problems” in “bull sessions” late at night with friends living in Brown Hall, and there 
seemed to be more hope then. Even the discussions among many of the current pastors in the 
church or some of the books they have authored has changed. I’m concerned that the 
“traditional” teachings of the Bible are being ignored by increasing numbers of people   I read 
an interesting book last year titled “Why Jesus Taught Reincarnation” by Herbert B Puryear  
(1992 edition) which in its own way seemed to steer the conversation in a direction that I 
believe could reach more souls in our current world (I recommend your reading it if you get a 
chance). “This ends the sermon for the day” 
 
When I retired we moved to the Tampa, FL, area and we’ve enjoyed our 10+ years here…in 
spite of an occasional hurricane now and then.  We enjoy weather that allows (almost) daily 
trips outside for biking or walking.  The high summer humidity isn’t for everyone but we both 
LOVE it…when compared to the frozen north. Our routines involve almost daily biking and 
walking, going out for lunch with friends and visitors, taking care of yard work, and keeping up 
on the news with our kids and grandkids in the frozen north…including at least a couple of trips 
up north…even once in a while in the winter for more extended stays with our kids and 
grandkids.  We’ve kept our fingers in some activities like singing Handel’s Messiah at 3 Palm 
Sunday morning services…a lot of fun but the voice begins to fade by the end of the third 
service.  I also am involved in the Sun City Center Men’s Chorus for various performances (and 
rehearsals) in the Sun City area for about 6 months a year.  It’s not a fast paced life but it suits 
us fine. My wife Karen is more of an exercise nut than I am. so she gets more exercising by 
dancing about four nights a week (my feet get too sore dancing so I’ve given that up)…but I do  
love swimming which I do in the warmer summer months. Luckily other than my tender feet, 
neither of us really have any health problems…yet! 
 
It’s always interesting to hear what classmates are currently doing in their retirement years.  
Hopefully we will be able to keep this up for years to come! 
 
CAMPUS UPDATE – ALUMNI AWARD 
 
The National Alumni Board voted on the 2018 Alumni Achievement, Sent Forth and Called to 
Serve Awards.  To learn more about each award, visit Cord.edu/alumniawards 
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2018 Alumni Achievement Award Recipients 
Charles Beck ’48   Dr Richard Sibley ‘67 
Darnell Carter ’75   Claudia Swendseid ‘78 
 
2018 Sent Forth Recipients 
Dr. Tammy Frisby ’99   Arday Ardayfio ‘02 
 
 
Gary Hunt – died March 3, 2018.  Constance Wigdahl Hunt did not have an official obituary 
written for Gary, but sent me the message for “The Celebration of the Life of Gary Hunt given 
by the Rev. Richard Corson.  Rev Corson was a family friend for over 40 years.  I also received 
tributes by one of Gary’s brothers and a couple of friends.  If you were friends of Constance or 
Gary Hunt, and would like this information, please email me and I will forward it to you.  Gary 
Zinter 
 
Gary Zinter – g.zinter@mchsi.com 
My big news is I retired from Thrivent Financial May 20, 2018.  My staff and I will continue 
working with Medicare supplement business through Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota.   
 
Last summer, Betty and I were in Europe for three weeks.  Three nights in Paris, one in Zurich, 
two in Budapest and then 14 days on a Viking River Cruise from Budapest to Amsterdam.  Can’t 
wait to go on another one! 
 
Christmas was spent in New Orleans with daughter, Courtney and husband Frank.  So far in 
2018, I’ve been in Los Angeles, San Francisco, Las Vegas and New York City.  All four were 
business, with NYC mostly pleasure – we took in nine Broadway productions! 
 
Naomi Solyst Raymond – dnrays@charter.net 
We have enjoyed some interesting trips since our last reunion – places like Palestine, Israel, 
Germany, Italy, France, Hungary, Austria, Panama & Costa Rica.  We did some presentations on 
Luther and our trip to Germany and plan to prepare another on the Palestinian people and the 
Lutheran churches in Palestine.  We have enjoyed our grandchildren’s activities.  Three of them 
have been/are at Concordia.  They all sing so we have loved coming to choir concerts.  We have 
moved from our large home, filled with great memories from the last 14 years, to a patio home. 
We spend time taking care of my 106-year-old-dad. 
 
Rod Thorsell – rodnfay@gmail.com 
Hello fellow ‘63ers! 
A warm spring day here in Mesa puts me inside by late morning to tend to letter writing.  We 
recently had our Snowbird Luncheon at a Historic Mansion nearby.  The eighteen 61, 62 & 63 
attendees toughed out a warm outdoor gathering. Mathison, Stark, Stennes, Thorsell, Rogne, 
Oletsky represented the Class of 1963. Virgil Christianson filled us in with Concordia news and 
information. The choir was in town several weeks ago with performances along with dinners 
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and receptions.  Lots of alums in Tucson and Phoenix In the winter time along with a lot that 
live here.   
 
We are busy with a College Graduation and a High School Graduation of Grandson’s so we will 
be going back to Minnesota in late April.  Our year has been exciting and on the edge this year.  
I tipped over in church in early June with a ventricular tachycardia that resulted in the 
installation of a pacer and a shocker.  Tense time but came out better that I had been.  
 
We were very involved with our grandson’s involvement in basketball, golf and baseball in 
Wisconsin and Minnesota in the high schools and now in the colleges.  
 
We had another trip of a lifetime by flying to London and going on a UK excursion via bus and 
ferries.  So much so close to home.    
 
Looking forward to our 55th!    Lots to get done by then.   Tummy tucks, hair implants, Botox 
injections, dieting, tanning, etc., etc.   Ahh the heck with it!   Maybe for the 60th? 
 
Sole Deo Gloria 
 
OBITUARIES 

MARDELLE SHAGER 
 
     Mardelle (Mardie) Rachel Shager passed away June 8, 2018, after a brief battle with 
     B-cell Lymphoma Brain Cancer.  She had been residing at the Lund Family Home 
     Hospice in Gilbert, AZ.  She was 76 years old.   
 
     Mardie was born November 16, 1941, in Thief River Falls, MN.  Her parents were  
     John M. Shager and Ella P.(Neslund) Shager.  After graduating from Middle River  
     High School, Mardie attended Concordia College in Moorhead, MN, where she  
     obtained her Bachelor’s Degree in Science.    
 
     She moved to Glencoe, MN, in 1963, to teach Home Economics.  After 21 years 
      in Education, she obtained her Dietary Manager’s Certification.   Upon moving 
      to Burnsville, MN, in 1984, she began  a new job as Dietary Manager at Martin 
      Luther Manor Skilled Nursing Facility in Bloomington, MN.   She also served as 
      Dietary Director at Maranatha Skilled Nursing Facility in Brooklyn Park, MN.   
 
      After retiring in 2001, she moved to Arizona City, AZ, where she became involved in  
      numerous community and church activities.  Mardie was an organizer.  She enjoyed 
      putting together activities  that would benefit those who may not have had an easy 
      path through life.  She had a passion for caring and sharing.     
 
     Travel and exploring new sights was another of Mardie’s passions.  This led to her    



     volunteering at the Sunland Visitor Center in Eloy, AZ.  In 2005, Mardie became the   
    Associate Director of Operations at the Visitor Center.  Her organizational skills were  
     instrumental in obtaining a $10,000 grant from the state of Arizona Office of Tourism 
     for the purpose of making the VC more visitor friendly.   
 
     Mardie was preceded in death by her parents, her favorite uncle Almer, and  
     sister-in-law Neala Kay Shager.  Surviving her are long-time friend Cynthia Yates, 
     twin siblings Rebecca Gessner (Alan) and Richard Shager, several generations 
     of nieces and nephews, and many friends (new, old and not-yet-met).   
 
     A memorial service, a “Celebration of Life” was held at J. Warren Funeral Home Chapel in 
     Casa Grande, on June 18, 2018. 
 
     For anyone interested, memorial donations are suggested for the Hospice of the Valley, which 
     provided superb and compassionate medical care and counseling in the last weeks of Mardie’s life. 
      
     There was a private ceremony to commend the remains of Mardie in the Serenity Garden at the     
     Mt. View Cemetery in Casa Grande. 
      

 
 
   

Paul Dennis Styve 

Passed away peacefully Wednesday, Nov. 8, 2017, in the loving arms of his wife and sister. 
He was born on Nov. 14, 1941, in Fertile, Minn., and was raised on a farm with his parents, 
Clara and Knute, and sister, Norma. He went on to Concordia College and received a Bachelor's 
Degree. Then he continued his education at St. Cloud State University and Purdue University, 
obtaining two Masters degrees and an Educational Specialty. He taught math and science at 
Mayo High School in Rochester for 34 years. During those years, he became very involved with 
educational politics, policies and rights of teachers in the Rochester Education Association, 
Minnesota Education Association, and National Education Association. He was REA president 
for a term of three years. Because of his work, he became a lifetime member of the National 
Education Association. 
Paul bought a farm in Rochester in the 1970s and ran a horse boarding facility which kept him 
very busy in the summer. In 1986, he married Ione (Yakish) Styve and was a wonderful 



stepfather to three active children. Their family of five were avid outdoors people, enjoying 
horseback riding and partaking in many trail riding adventures locally and in the Bighorn 
Mountains. 
His many projects, including rebuilding their house, plus the work of farming and teaching, kept 
him very busy. They put in a large pond which family and friends and eventually, two 
grandsons, had great fun in using for swimming, fishing, and boating. 
Paul had a big smile, a sharp wit and a great sense of humor. When he and his brother-in-law, 
Owen, were together you never knew what to expect. He was a man of many skills and talents. 
Generous with family, neighbors, and friends. He was always ready with his skills, tools and 
machines, and inventive ingenuity to help others. 
 
His many interests and hobbies included a large collection of John Deere tractor scale models, 
and anything else that he thought he could use in the present or "someday might need." He 
also liked camping and boating on the Mississippi river, traveling, and experiencing other places 
in the U.S. and other countries. After retirement, he took up sailing with his wife and had a 
sailboat on Lake Superior for 10 years. They started spending winters in the SW desert of 
Arizona, where they enjoyed off road riding on the many desert trails, and touring and hiking. 
Paul was preceded in death by his parents. He is survived by his wife of 32 years, Ione; 
stepchildren, Phyllis Lenss of Minneapolis, John Braukhoff of Pensacola, Fla., and Tia (Nick) 
Valavanis of Chicago; and grandchildren, Alex, a senior at UCLA in California and Zack, a 
sophomore at Boulder University in Colorado; also his sister, Norma and brother-in-law, Dr. 
Owen Hagen; and numerous nieces and nephews. 
The celebration of his life will be held Saturday, Nov. 18, at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 1212 
12th Ave NW, Rochester, MN. Visitation at 1 p.m., service at 2 p.m., followed with sharing of 
memories, coffee and desserts. 
 
The celebration of his life was held Saturday, Nov. 18, at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 1212 12th 
Ave NW, Rochester, MN.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GARY ZINTER 
I have had the class agent position for 18 years!  I have been honored to service our great class 
and Concordia over those years.  Whenver I asked someone for help, they stepped up and did 
it.  My paid staff, Mary Lashyro, has compiled the newsletters, programs, emails, letters, etc all 
these years for me.  Elaine Hanson collected and organized the recipes, but Mary is the one that 
types the final product. I promised Mary that the cookbook was the last thing she will do for 
our class. 
 
What does this mean?  The Class of 1963 needs someone to volunteer to be the new class 
agent! 
 
I am willing to help with phone calls – but no emails, etc.  It is time for a change – maybe there 
should be term limits.  Call Karen Carlson at 218-299-4335 if interested. 
 
 


