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SPECIAL INVITATION from Gary Zinter 
 

“COVID-19 ESCAPE” 
 
Your class ‘agents’ are planning an “off year” class reunion breakfast gathering to 
celebrate our 80th birthday year!  This will take place at 8:30 a.m. at the Fargo Country 
Club during Homecoming 2021 on Saturday October 2, 2021! 
 
Thank you to Carolyn and Don Opgrande for making this site available for our gathering. 
 
We estimate the cost will be around $25 for the breakfast and the use of the facility.  At 
this time we are not sure if it will be a buffet, or if everyone will have the same breakfast 
served (because of COVID-19).  To pull this off, we need a count of those who are 
interested in attending this breakfast. Please reply to Elaine Hanson within two weeks 
after receiving this Class Letter!  Reply by email to indicate your interest.  
(erhanson41@gmail.com). It is critical that we hear from you at this time if planning is to 
move forward.   
 
I think most of us are chomping at the bit to get out of dodge!  What better place to go 
than back to Concordia?  Music, sports, and worship all in one weekend.  Something for 
everyone, along with seeing old friends and making new friends.   
 
Hope to see you at Homecoming, October 1-3, 2021!  Help us celebrate classmate 
Bennett Larson, AAA winner from 2020.  He is the seventh classmate to receive this 
honor.  To my knowledge, no other class has had this many honorees.  
    
     
     NEWS FROM CLASSMATES 
 
John Ahlquist 
    Greetings from Sunny California 
 
I am glad I have 2020 hindsight—the year 2020 is behind us.  It was a most unusual year 
with political turmoil and a once-in-a-century pandemic.  We learned to Zoom but really 
miss getting together with family and friends.  To top it off, my wife Barbara was hit by an 
SUV while in a crosswalk on December 20th. She suffered a broken left leg and a broken 
right wrist.  We are grateful, head, neck, and back were not involved.  Normally she would 
have been transferred to skilled nursing after getting out of the hospital but with COVID 
that was not feasible.  So, we have been staying in a handicap suite at the local 
Residence Inn because the 33 steps in our home are not handicap friendly.  I am learning 
what many of you have already experienced in caregiving.  It is a challenge for both the 
giver and receiver.  So far, we’re doing well with it. 
 
I wish you all well as we enter our 9th decade.  May your health be good and your spirits 
bright as we deal with the challenges of our lives and the turmoil of these days.  SDG 
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Ron Struxness      
After one and a half terms on the Alumni Board, I resigned following the meeting last 
September.  It was simply time to let someone else to be the oldest member! 
It was a privilege to serve and my time there really reinforced my belief that there are a 
great number of Cobber graduates who have contributed enormously to our world.  We 
only saw the accomplishments of a few at our board meetings and regrettably could only 
select a limited number of candidates for the three college designated awards:  Alumni 
Achievement Award, Sent Forth and Called to Serve. 
 
I’m counting on a normal Homecoming in October and hope many of you will decide to 
attend.  Ben Larson of our class was a 2020 AAA winner and I’m hoping the college is 
able to bring the 2020 winners back so they can be in attendance for a formal recognition 
of their accomplishments.  If that indeed happens, it will be nice to have a cheering 
section of supportive classmates in attendance for a formal recognition of their 
accomplishments.  Ours is a class that has several members who have been honored by 
the college.  Who knows, there may be more by that time.  
 
Clarence Stennes 
Traditionally, Barb and I spend two or three months every year in our condo in Puerto 
Vallarta, but not this year!  For the first time in over ten years, we’ve spent the entire 
winter in Iowa and we’ve already experienced record snowfalls this winter in Des Moines. 
 
We old-timers have been instructed to hunker down and that’s exactly what we’ve been 
doing since COVID-19 came along.  In spite of the fact that there are many things we 
were unable to do this past year, such as attending the 5-year All School Reunion in 
Halstad, I can truthfully say it has been a busy and productive year. Since last spring, we 
have barely left the premises! Barb and I have watched more Public Television shows 
than ever before.  We have file drawers that have finally been cleansed after years of 
accumulation! And, our storage shed back in the woods now has more room for the mice 
to move around in.  We’ve managed to stay busy. 
 
Our daughter and family live in Chicago where she works for a large Chicago bank and 
her husband is an administrator at Northwestern Hospital.  Our son lives in Seattle and  
takes full advantage of the mountains!  When he's not snowshoeing or mountain 
climbing, he is working in the world of startups. 
 
For my 70th birthday we took a family trip to Norway and for my 80th our entire family 
will be gathering in May at a ranch in Montana for some horseback riding, hiking, fly 
fishing and whatever else one does at a resort of that nature.   
 
We both received our first vaccination shots and are looking forward to the next dose.  
The family is doing well and we have our health.  Life is good.   
 
 
Gary Berg 
After living in the same house for 51 plus years in East Grand Forks, Minnesota, 
Charlene ( Haugerud ’62) and I moved to Prescott, AZ. 
 
 
 
 



LeRoy Larson 
We love to travel, but in 2020 we mostly stayed close to home.  In November and 
December of 2019 we took a Danube River cruise from Budapest via Bratlislava, Vienna, 
Salzburg, Passau, and Regensburg, where we visited my Barnesville High School AFS 
German foreign exchange classmate.  
 
Over the years, I led many high school summer tours to Europe from the Rochester 
Public Schools where I was a German teacher at John Marshall Senior High School for 31 
years. 
 
We are enjoying our senior years living in the Twin Cities and have recently discovered 
that we live just down the road from Rene Clausen.  We have four children and 8 
grandchildren, all in the area.  Thanks to an annual visit to Orchestra hall, I have missed 
very few Christmas concerts, attending my first at the age of 8 at the Moorhead Armory 
before the field house was built.  Life is good and hopefully, there are a few more good 
years to come.  
 
 
Ken DeBoer 
With the COVID situation, we have not done much.  No traveling.  Not much going out to 
eat.  I did do a little bus driving this fall for a migrant program but that has ended.  There 
may be some athletic trips coming up but that is about it.  Waiting for things to get back 
to somewhat normal.  Time will tell.  Trying to stay safe. 
 
 
Gary Zinter  
At our 55th class reunion, classmates were having such a good time, they didn’t want to 
wait five years for another reunion! As I mentioned earlier, most of us are anxious to 
move on…(“Get out of Dodge’). We sure saw this at our AmericInn of Silver Bay this 
summer.  Each month we had record setting months. 
 
My escape this past summer was using my e-bike.  We have a beautiful bike trail from 
Silver Bay to Gooseberry Falls.  I put on 942 miles!  Bring your bike to the North Shore 
and join me. 
 
 
Naomi Solyst Raymond 
Denny and I just had our first vaccine so that has relieved a lot of stress!  Last year our 
time on Marco Island, FL was cut short and our trip on Scotland postponed.  But we are 
well and healthy! 
 
For us it’s all about family!  We are lucky to have our kids and grandkids in Minnesota.  
Now we have been fortunate to have occasional visits (socially distanced, of course) and 
look forward to their hugs once again.   
 
During the past year, we have especially enjoyed spending time at our cabin in Northern 
Minnesota, biking the Paul Bunyan Trail and walking the Lake Wobegon Trail and the 
Beaver Island trail along the Mississippi in St. Cloud.  
 
 
 



John and Carol Brenden 
 
We spent February 2020 in Palm Desert, CA and the month of March in Mesa, AZ and 
then hurried home early because of this dumb COVID! On the way we stopped in Boise, 
Idaho to visit our daughter, Kim and family and watch our grandson and granddaughter 
play sports.  We spent the summer between the farm at Scobey and our cabin at Ashley 
Lake near Kalispell, MT.  Both of our sons, Chris and Eric and families spent time with us 
at the lake.  Kim and family spent their summer months on the golf course. Our oldest 
granddaughter just signed to play golf at Washington State U.  
 
Carol still teaches music on a limited scale and is thankful for friends that are willing to 
play bridge in the midst of the pandemic.  This summer we will both celebrate our 80th 
birthdays.  Where did the last 50 years go?  We are blessed with good health and are 
careful but not fearful of Covid.  I am still involved in politics even after I termed out of 
the Montana State Senate.  Our new Governor that I worked very hard for, just appointed 
me to be his rep on the Northwest Pacific Economic Region. (PNWER) which is Montana, 
Idaho, Washington, Oregon, Alaska, and in Canada, B.C. Alberta, Sask., Yukon, and the   
Northwest Territories.  This is an organization to make trade across our common border.  
Some weighty issues!   
  
We were blessed with bumper crops last year but now we are in a drought pattern;  pray 
for rain!  This year we are not traveling south due to so many restrictions in Arizona and 
especially California. 
 
Elaine Bader Hanson 
 
This past year has been a time like none other! Like many of you, I am missing getting 
together with friends and family because of the pandemic. In our family, it’s been 
especially difficult because my husband, Harry, has been experiencing more health 
challenges this year including a small stroke Thanksgiving weekend.   Being a caregiver 
requires more patience than I sometimes have… but at the same time, I remind myself to 
count our many blessings each day!  We are blessed! 
  
The highlight of 2020 for us was the birth of Jackson Edward Kelly, son of our 
granddaughter, Elise and husband, Nick. Watching Jack (FaceTime) grow and change 
has definitely been a bright spot in our lives this year! We have another married 
granddaughter, Adell (Corey). Our son, Scot.  All live in the Twin Cities.  Our daughter, 
Jill lives in Pacific Grove, California.  Going forward here’s wishing good health and 
happiness to all! 
`````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
The number of responses from classmates in this class letter are down from our 
previous letter in 2019.  Our ‘semi-retired’ class agent, Gary, (his words) has been unable 
to take the time right now to make his amazing phone calls to encourage classmates to 
send news!  Thank you so much to all who did respond! God willing, many of us will 
gather at Homecoming 2021. As Gary mentioned in his invitation, please indicate your 
‘interest’ by sending an email to Elaine. 
 
Thanks to John Ahlquist for granting permission to include his closing written for our 
2019 Class Letter.   Following John’s closing are two reports from Concordia:             
 *The 2021 College Update  and *The 2021 Class Giving Report. 
 



     
CLOSING COMMENTS 

   (Written by John Ahlquist for the 2019 Newsletter) 
 
I am proud to be a member of the distinguished class of 1963.  I believe Concordia 
grounded us on a firm foundation. and we lived up to the Concordia Mission Statement.  

 
“The purpose of Concordia College is to influence the affairs of the 

world by sending into society thoughtful and informed men and women 
dedicated to the Christian life.” 

 
Class members have served with distinction in the ministry, education, sciences, health 
care, art, music, and athletics, influencing the affairs of the community, state, nation, and 
in some ways, the world.  We remember to honor those listed on page two of the 55th 
Reunion Booklet. (those who passed away)   
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you 

And be gracious unto you; 
The Lord life up his countenance upon you, 

And give you peace. 
SOLI DEO GLORIA 

 
 
 
    2021 COLLEGE UPDATE 
 
Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021.  The 
launch of a new pricing structure for tuition, a change to it’s academic framework by 
establishing a schools model within the college and the introduction of the Cobber Flex 
Year.   
 
Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than 
$15,000 lower than current tuition—a reduction of over 35%.  The change in the college’s 
pricing model will benefit continuing students as well.  Historically, students have seen 
an average annual tuition increase of 4% or about $1,700 annually. In the upcoming year, 
the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for continuing students will be limited to 
$800 and no more than $1000 for 2022-23 and 2023-24. 
 
To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an academic reorganization to 
clearly name three schools. Under the new academic model, Concordia introduced the 
School of Arts and Sciences and the School of Health Professions. These two new 
schools join the Offutt School of Business to encompass all areas of the college.  The 
new schools model resulted in the appointment of two new deans. Dr.George Connell is 
serving as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Cynthia Carver is dean of the 
School of Health Professions. As school deans, Connell and Carver join Christopher 
Mason, who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business in January 2020. 
Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option offers 
current students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition free semesters of study 
beyond their anticipated graduation date. The Cobber Flex Year allows students whose 



college experience has been affected by the pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in 
ways they find most compelling. 

In the midst of a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the vitality of our 
faith and learning mission. In March 2020, as the realities of COVID-19 swept the nation, 
Concordia transitioned to distance learning.  Concordia was able to transition back to 
campus for the fall 2020 semester. In-person Instruction and residential living were 
offered with modifications to academic and campus life. Each teaching space was 
measured to determine appropriate occupancy and classes were held in larger spaces 
when necessary.  In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid approach and 
virtual learning attendance was available for those who could not meet in person. 

2021 CLASS GIVING REPORT 

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like us has helped propel the collage 
forward while supporting the students it serves. A few of the highlights from this year 
include: 

* More that $2.1 million was raised for the Cobber Fund for scholarships and
support to help make sure a Concordia education is possible for every one
of our students.

* During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was raised for emergency
funding for food, transportation, and other critical needs.

* This  fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make sure our athletes have
the resources they need to compete despite COVID 19.

* This holiday season, 1,809 virtual Christmas Concert attendees donated
$68,552 in honor of this Concordia tradition and our student musicians.

* In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber Food Pantry.

Thank you to those who have already given this year! Be on the lookout for the  
“CobbersGive” Fund-the-Need campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of 
campus that aligns with your passions. The class of 1963 can truly make a difference in 
the lives of current Cobbers! 


