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Save the date and get your travel plans ready. The best class ever will be  
celebrating ,visiting old friends and sharing memories galore. 

Celebrate with us this fall,  
Sept. 30 — Oct. 3, 2021 

Feel the Spirit! 

Reconnect! 

Class of 1961 

60th Reunion 
First class to have its own 

homecoming float 
1961 Winter Carnival 



When our class graduated from high school in 1957 almost sixty 

years ago, we wore different clothes, styled our hair differently 

and might have had funny nicknames. 1957 was a year to remem-

ber in a number of fields. In literature, for example, Jack Kerouac’s 

On the Road was published. This work was a major piece in the 

Beat genre and sketches out the beginning of the Counterculture 

movement in the United States. There were some major cultural 

events that occurred this year, too. This was the year that Elvis 

Presley bought Graceland. My Brooklyn Dodgers moved to Los 

Angeles that year, bringing tears to the eyes of every true Dodger fan.. 1957 was also the 

year that Paul McCartney and John Lennon met for the first time in Liverpool, England. In 

space exploration, this was the year that the Soviets launched Sputnik. As freshman Cobber 

students, we made enduring friendships with classmates from all over the country. We 

grew to know dedicated faculty who were not only excellent educators, they cared about 

us. As we grew in knowledge, we were also given opportunities to grow in faith.. 

Now we are planning the sixty year reunion. I went through the yearbook this week, and I 

was amazed, we all looked so thin! But look at you guys; you all look great! It’s good to 

know there’s still some tread on those tires. I’m sure we’ll be swapping plenty of memories 

and stories in October. Some of them might even be true! As Mark Twain said, “When I 

was younger, I could remember anything, whether it happened or not….” 

Let’s make this our best ever reunion. I will be contacting you soon about room reserva-

tions, breakfast and other events.  It’s our time to renew friendships and to share memo-

ries. As someone said about reunions, we knew each other when we weren’t fathers, 

mothers, and grandparents. And what’s so special about our class and getting back together 

after all these years is that we knew you before you raised a family, educated your children, 

loved and spoiled your grandchildren, and before you passed your faith on to your children. 

We knew you before you worked so hard to become the man or woman you came to be, 

and the man or woman you are today, before you built that fine career. Let’s keep those 

friendships and memories alive and well. See you in October. 

Soli Deo Gloria 

Robert Johnson '71 
Retired manager of  
music organizations for 
St. Olaf College, North-
field, Minn., passed away 
in October after a year-
long battle with  
amyotrophic lateral scle-

rosis (ALS). 

Karen (Quanbeck) Grand-
strand '77  
A nationally recognized 
financial services regulato-
ry attorney and financial 
industry advisor.  of Minne-

apolis.  

Rachel (Nelson) 
Hollstadt '70 
 Founded Hollstadt & 
Associates Inc., an in-
formation technology 
and management con-
sulting company, in 
1990 and grew it to 
more than 185 employ-
ees before selling it in 
2012. 

Dr. Bennett Larson '63 
A corporate Fellow Emeri-
tus in the Materials Sci-
ence and Technology Di-
vision of Oak Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory (ORNL), 
Oak Ridge, Tenn.  

2020 Alumni 

Achievement 

Awards 

2020 Sent Forth Awards 
Cmdr. Brian C. Kesselring '00 

Brian joined the Navy in 2001. Following fighter jet 
training, Kesselring served with several squadrons, 
trained aircrew at the Navy Fighter Weapons 
School (TOP GUN), and completed combat deploy-
ments in support of Operations Iraqi and Enduring 
Freedom, New Dawn, and Inherent Resolve. He 
has more than 3,900 flight hours, 812 carrier arrest-

ed landings, over 120 combat missions, and received several 
medals and awards. He earned a master’s degree in national 
security strategy (JPME Phase II) from the Naval War College. 
Most recently, Kesselring was selected to serve as the Blue 
Angels’ commander leading a team of 141 members serving as 
ambassadors to the Navy and Marines. 

Tara (Steuber) Wilson '06 

Tara grew up on a farm near Perham, 
Minn. She earned her master’s degree 
and a doctorate, both in mathematical 
sciences, from Clemson University where 
she was honored with the Outstanding 
Citizenship Award in 2009. She also re-
ceived the Graduate Assistance Award for 

Excellence in Teaching in 2010. She is currently sen-
ior decision science consultant for The Walt Disney 
Co., based in Orlando, Fla. Her team performs analyt-
ical consultation, research, and applications/systems 
development to optimize business decisions for vari-
ous segments across the company. 

Click here for complete  

Award Recipient Bios 

FROM THE CLASS 
AGENT 

https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition/
https://www.concordiacollege.edu/alumni/awards-and-recognition/


Fundraising Update: 

In a year like none other, the generosity of alumni like 
us has helped propel the college forward while sup-
porting the students it serves.  A few of the highlights 
from this year include: 

• More than $2.1 million was raised for The Cob-
ber Fund for scholarships and support to help make
sure a Concordia education is possible for every one of
our students.
• During the start of the pandemic, $59,000 was 
raised for emergency funding for food, transportation,
and other critical needs.

• This fall, 841 Cobber fans gave $87,890 to make
sure our athletes have the resources they need to
compete despite COVID-19.
• This holiday season, 1,809 virtual
Christmas Concert attendees donated $68,552 in honor 
of this Concordia tradition and our student musicians.

• In just ONE day, donors fully funded the Cobber
Food Pantry.

Thank you to those who have already given this year! 
Be on the lookout for the “Raise it Up” Fund-the-Need 
campaign in March - you are sure to find an area of 
campus that aligns with your passions. The class of 
(insert class)  can truly make a difference in the lives of 
current Cobbers! 

 

• THANK YOU!

• TUSEN TAKK!

• GRACIAS!

•MERCI !

•DANKA!

•ASANTE!

•CNACHŐO!

•DOMO ARIGATOU!

The Called to Serve Award is conferred upon alumni who 
have demonstrated notable commitment to the mission of 
the college through lifelong service to their faith communi-
ties, education, arts or other not-for-profit activities.  

Called to Serve Award Recipients 

Jon R. Pederson 
Jon Pederson ’72 was president and owner of 
Ruffridge-Johnson Equipment Co. After two 
years at Concordia, Pederson enlisted in the 
U.S. Marine Corps serving a tour in Vietnam be-
fore returning to Concordia. Pederson took a 
sales job with Ruffridge-Johnson, eventually 
buying the company. As a child, Pederson was 
active in Scouting and continued his service, 
holding leadership roles locally, regionally, and 

nationally as an adult. He was instrumental in a $15 million re-
make of south Minneapolis, the National Norwegian Center in 
America. The center is home to two organizations he was pas-
sionate about, Norway House where he served as board chair 
and capital campaign chair, and Concordia Language Villages 
where he served on the National Advisory Board. Pederson 

Lynn (Fragale) Foulke 
Lynn (Fragale) Foulke ’82 is CEO of RE/MAX 
Results, the ninth largest real estate company 
in the nation. She has been instrumental in de-
veloping the franchise from 60 sales execu-
tives in two offices to 38 offices in Greater Min-
nesota and Wisconsin with more than 1,200 
sales executives and 200 employees. Because 
her bucket list included climbing a mountain, 
Foulke climbed Mount Kilimanjaro and, after 
witnessing the poverty in the nearby village, 

she formed a charitable organization, Safaris With A Heart. 
Foulke’s foundation raises money for the village of Pasua, 
Moshi, Tanzania, East Africa, and she leads charity treks 
where part of the group climbs the mountain while the rest work 

Homecoming Registration 
Register for the banquet, reunion gather-
ings, breakfasts and athletic receptions, and 
order a T-shirt. 

Watch for registration to open this summer!  



Ron Moen 

I am now fully retired. My wife and I have been "staying 
in " during the pandemic, but manage to stay in touch 
with many of my classmates from the Class of 1961 via 
email, We lost the Rev. Dr. Donald R. Just in April of 
2020 from our class and there may be others that I am 
not aware of at this time. We were also able to attend 
my oldest Grandson's wedding in August in a small cere-
mony outdoors. We look forward to our 60th Class Reun-
ion in the fall of 2021 and I hope that most of our class 
who are able will attend. chicagolandron@yahoo.com  

Class Updates 

Mary Hanson 

My husband, Harold Hanson (class of 
1961) passed away on November 
19, 2018. I am fortunate to have 4 
grown children and 6 grandchildren 
living within 1 and 1/2 hours from me 
in the Chicago and Milwaukee areas 
and also to have my Mary Kay busi-

ness. I am currently a Senior Sales Director with a unit of 
45 consultants to coach and mentor and a loyal custom-
er base. Interacting with people on a regular basis brings 
joy. Even with the pandemic, I do a lot of virtual connec-
tions (zoom calls and Facebook) so life is not really lone-
ly. I look forward to our class's 60 year reunion this com-
ing fall and seeing my classmates, many of whom I stay 
in contact with. maryhanson5@att.net  

Rodney Venberg 

After 56 wonderful years of marriage, my wife Helen 
(who had been dealing with Parkinson’s disease for 
about 12 years) began to loose her balance and her 
strength, and two days before Thanksgiving (November 
24, 2020) was called home to be with her Lord. We had 
served 30 years as missionaries in Chad and Cameroon 
Africa and after turning the ministry to the church, we re-
turned to the States and served a church in Eau Claire, 
WI for 18 years. Then 7 years ago we moved to Fergus 
Falls, MN where I currently live..rhvenberg@gmail.com  

James Holton 

2020 was a very unusual year... I closed 
my media production business of 31 years 
and started a new business of furniture 
design and creation plus a lot of refinish-
ing of old furniture. 

I also turned half of the backyard into gardening beds for 
fruits and vegetables. I am in great health and am really 
enjoying life with family and friends! 

jamesholton@msn.com 

Virgil Stenberg 

I pledged to my wife, Helen (ex 1959) with rheumatoid 
arthritis, to redirect my research group into studying this dis-
ease. Subsequently, we defining the cause, proposed the 
solution, and proved the solution safely gave superior re-
sults in a double-bind clinical trial. Consequently Helen 
lived out her life pain-free of arthritis. We went on to 
demonstrate the solution works for all inflammation 
diseases with superior results, such as the arthritis family, 
asthma, Parkinson's disease, multiple sclerosis, in a 2,400-
patient clinical trial with 38 chronic inflammatory diseases 
(Journal of Inflammation Research, 2019). Patients received 
about double the standard treatment efficacies with no 
significant side effects.  

virgilsa@aol.com 

mailto:chicagolandron@yahoo.com
mailto:maryhanson5@att.net
mailto:rhvenberg@gmail.com
mailto:jamesholton@msn.com
mailto:virgilsa@aol.com


It was early fall 1957 when a red headed, 18-year-old born in Brooklyn and a re-
cent high school graduate boarded a Greyhound bus with his best friend Arnold 
Amundsen. We began the life changing journey to Concordia College in Moorhead 
Minnesota. When we arrived the bus driver noticed the large trunks we had and did 
us a big favor, he drove the bus to campus and helped us unload at the front door 
of Brown Hall. We arrived wide eyed and enthusiastic to begin our Cobber life. It is 
hard to believe that that event took place over sixty years ago.  

I am sure each of you, members of Concordia’s Biggest, Brightest and Best ever 
class all had a similar experiences. College life exposed us to multiple changes. 
We were challenged by new professors, who gave us opportunities to learn and to 

grow. We had new friends from small medium, and large towns, some grew up on farms and others 
large cities.  

1957 was a ground breaking year for Concordia. A new student from Kentucky, Richard Green 
joined our class as Concordia’s first African American student. The student association funded a 
scholarship for Richard, who graduated with us in 1961, earned a Ph.D. in chemistry and returned to 
teach for several years. Members of this exceptional class put together a “Blue Paper” that was pre-
sented to the administration requesting important changes for the college. In 1961 Rev. Carl Lee 
was called to the new position of campus pastor. Authors of “the blue paper” were behind this initia-
tive because they perceived a “student need” for more personal counseling. 

This exemplary class has left its mark on this great college in many ways. It is not a surprise that the 
class of 1961 leads the college with eight alumni achievement award winners. (1986 Dr. Richard 
Green, 1987 Herbert Morgenthaler, 2005 Dayton Soby, 2007 Darwin Gorder, 2007 Dr. Rein Uri-
tam, 2017 Dr. Philip Noss, 2017 Dr. Allan Carlson) and most likely more to come. 

In addition, members of the class of 1961 where involved in the creation of the Cobber Corn Feeds, 
the tradition of the Lefse Bowl and the Concordia/St. Olaf Troll Trophy, the addition of Christmas 
Concerts at Minneapolis Orchestra Hall and the twin cities COMMUniversity series. 

Now I will steal some thoughts from the class of 1967. As we look back over the past sixty years, we 
realize how much we’ve changed in any number of ways. However, deep in each of us, there is an 
indelible mark left by being in that special place at that time. We were equipped to fulfill Concordia’s 
mission statement: The purpose of Concordia College is to influence the affairs of the world by 
sending into society thoughtful and informed men and women dedicated to the Christian life. I hope 
that this letter will help each of us Feel the Spirit! and Reconnect! not only with each other, but 
with Concordia and the students who are now fortunate to be living the wonderful experience we 
where given sixty years ago.  

FROM THE CLASS AGENT 

The "great silverware caper" in 1961 by the "Concordia Eight" 
ranks as the most famous in college history. During the night, the 
group transferred silverware and dishes from the cafeteria to the 
library. In the morning, food service workers were shocked to dis-
cover the theft and librarians amazed to find 120 banquet-style 
place settings on long study tables. Out-side the library lay Dosto-
evsky's Crime and Punishment on a cart. Via campus mail, Eliza-
beth Hassenstab of the food service soon received this note: 
"Sorry to have inconvenienced you. We of the itinerant home 
economics department are proud to see the way you have 
been able to bear, laugh and enjoy the silverware shortage. 
The remainder of the silverware is located on third floor of 
the library. Good Hunting! PS. The reserve reading room of 
the library shall henceforth be known as Amy's Nook." Twen-
ty years later at homecoming, this best-kept secret was revealed, 
and the perpetrators absolved by now-retired President Knutson. 
Of course, they still faced the charge imposed by emeritus Dean 
of Men Boe: "If we do not get sixty more C-400 memberships 
in two years, we'll reopen the case” 

The greatest prank in 

Concordia’s history 



Campus Update 
Concordia recently announced three changes to be implemented in Fall 2021: the 

launch of a new pricing structure for tuition, a change to its academic framework by 

establishing a school’s model within the college, and the introduction of the Cobber 

Flex Year. 

Beginning in Fall 2021, the price for annual tuition will be $27,500, which is more than 

$15,000 lower than current tuition – a reduction of over 35%. The change in the col-
lege’s pricing model will benefit continuing students as well. Historically, students have 

seen an average annual tuition increase of 4% or about $1,700 annually. In the upcom-

ing year, the increase in the out-of-pocket tuition costs for continuing students will be 

limited to $800 and no more than $1,000 for 2022-23 and 2023-24. 

To further prepare students, Concordia implemented an aca-

demic reorganization to clearly name three schools. Under the 

new academic model, Concordia introduced the School of 

Arts and Sciences and the School of Health Professions. These 

two new schools join the Offutt School of Business to encom-

pass all areas of the college. The new schools model resulted 

in the appointment of two new deans. Dr. George Connell is 

serving as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. 

Cynthia Carver is dean of the School of Health Professions. As 

school deans, Connell and Carver join Christopher Mason, 

who was appointed dean of the Offutt School of Business in 

January 2020.

Concordia also established a Cobber Flex Year option. The Flex Year option offers cur-

rent students and those enrolling in Fall 2021 two tuition-free semesters of study be-

yond their anticipated graduation date. The Cobber Flex Year allows students whose 

college experience has been affected by the pandemic expanded possibilities to learn in 

ways they find most compelling. 

Amid a pandemic, Concordia continued its work to support the 

vitality of our faith and learning mission. In March 2020, as the reali-

ties of COVID-19 swept the nation, Concordia transitioned to distance learning. Concor-

dia was able to transition back to campus for the fall 2020 semester. In-person instruc-

tion and residential living were offered with modifications to academic and campus life. 

Each teaching space was measured to determine appropriate occupancy and classes were 

held in larger spaces when necessary. In addition, some classes were offered as a hybrid 

approach and virtual learning attendance was available for those who could not meet in-

person. 

William Craft President 

Future Cobbers 



DATE NAME MAIDEN DATE NAME MAIDEN 
NAME 

Oct 13, 2013 Albertson, Dennis 

Nov 22, 2006 Andersen, Roger L. 

Jan 18, 2019 Anderson, Adrian 

Jan 30, 1998 Anderson, Brian E. 

Anderson, Gerald 

Mar 22, 2018 Anderson, Judith Olson 

Oct 9, 2018 Anderson, Marvin 

Apr 29, 2014 Arndt, Dennis D. 

May 1, 1997 Behl, Wilfred F. 

Mar 20, 2020 Behr, Robert K. 

Mar 21, 2011 Bengtson, Robert 

Aug 28, 2018 Berg, Norton K. 

Bjerke, William 

Feb 2, 2003 Blilie, Sharon K. Nord 

Oct 22, 2018 Boe, Peter V. 

Brenna, Marietta B. Haugen 

Bromstad, David L. 

Feb 26, 2019 Bush, Duane 

Corbin, Alice L. Archibald 

Chase, Ralph 

Jun 21, 2009 Deere, Louis 

Jan 29, 2006 DeWall, Robert C. 

Aug 28, 2012 Donato, Nanette A. Thysell 

May 20, 2013 Eid, Luverne B. 

Mar 4, 2016 Elness, C Rand C. 

May 11, 2020 Engh, Sharon M. Daehlin 

Oct 7, 2013 Erickson, Arland 

Jun 8, 2019 Erickson, Randall 

Dec 29, 1999 Faaland, Thomas 

Mar 15, 2009 Fiechtner, Robert 

Fiske, Dennis 

Oct 19, 2015 Gjevre, Philip W. 

Aug 28, 2013 Gorder, Darwin  E. 

Jul 26, 2009 Hafstad, John M. 

Nov 19, 2018 Hanson, Harold T. 

Sep 19, 1999 Hanson, Philip R. 

Hass, Roderick 

Nov 12, 2019 Haug, Lowell A. 

Hedlund, John C. 

Aug 14, 1992 Herbert, Susan E. Torgerson 

Hoghaug, Thomas 

Aug 9, 2013 Hoxeng, James E. 

Sep 11, 2016 Hurd, Corinne J. Stene 

Jacobs, A Alice 

Dec 30, 2006 Jaynes, Judit Rimstad 

Mar 25, 2015 Johnson, Dorothy E. Anderson 

Sep 17, 2014 Johnson, Larry A. 

Jul 7, 2018 Johnson, Richard I. 

Apr 27, 2020 Just, Donald R. 

Apr 29, 2004 Keltto, Delbert G. 

May 22, 2012 Knutson, Janice C. Kjensrud 

Jan 1, 1959 Kolstad, Hannah 

May 4, 2014 LaMont, Lola Floe 

Larson, Gary L. 

Larson, Joanne 

Larson, Paul E. 

Nov 2, 2009 Lee, Ralph B. 

Dec 15, 2001 Lee, Robert G. 

Jul 1, 1972 Lona, Howard 

Jun 20, 2002 Lovaas, Paul P. 

May 28, 2014 Lundeen, Rodney W. 

May 31, 2002 Malone, Jacqueline R. Reed 

Feb 21, 2019 Markwardt, Robert J. 

Nov 1, 1960 Mathre, David 

Oct 28, 2017 Matson, Astri G. Erickson 

Jun 18, 2015 McCoy, Bruce H. 

Dec 9, 2019 Melsness, Ordean M. 

Oct 4, 2009 Myers, Peggy Hogoboom 

Apr 14, 2009 Nellermoe, Howard G. 

Mar 27, 2014 Nelson, Lois R. Quamme 

Nov 8, 2018 Ness, Luther B. 

Mar 11, 2018 Nightengale, John P. 

Nilsson, Jeanne Ruikka 

Aug 7, 2012 Nordahl, George E. 

Jun 1, 1991 Nordvold, Robert O. 

Mar 3, 2015 Nyberg, Hazelle A. Bjornson 

Aug 14, 2012 Olson, Charles W. 

Dec 23, 1961 Oltman, Dorothy M. 

Jan 5, 2001 Olufson, David C. 

Orvik, Barbara 

Class of 1961 Deceased 
For the dear friends and classmates whose faces we see no 

more, but whose lives are with us forever…  

Indicates A Recent Addition 

Mar 17, 2018 Pearson, Wallace 



DATE NAME MAIDEN 
NAME 

DATE NAME MAIDEN 
NAME 

Sep 25, 2007 Rasmussen, Karen Malvey 

Feb 3, 2014 Rosetter, Richard 

Ruffer, Greg 

Oct 5, 1987 Saarinen, Daniel 

Apr 18, 2012 Sachs, Gerald 

Jun 12, 2018 Schennum, Janet Skjonsby 

Nov 11, 2014 Serkland, James 

Dec 2, 2001 Skarsten, Johannes 

Mar 21, 2015 Skinner, Avis O. Brustuen 

Aug 31, 2011 Spong, Earl E. 

Oct 7, 2017 Stefonowicz, Robert 

Nov 16, 2012 Teigen, Robert 

Oct 23, 1993 Torvik, Roger W. 

Sep 14, 2012 Ulmer, Donald H. 

Dec 10, 1999 Underdahl, Harold W. 

Aug 23, 2006 Van D'Huynslager, 
Gail 

Johnson 

Mar 19, 1989 Vold, Joseph S. 

Mar 4, 2019 Wambheim, Ivan G. 

May 25, 2008 Washburn, Eva C. Korsmo 

Dec 18, 2002 Wenaas, Connie L. Ramstad 

Class of 1961 Deceased 
That we may hold them all in loving remembrance and think of 

them as experiencing eternity with our Lord…  

Dean Ordean Melsness, December 2, 1937-  December 9, 2019  
Dean passed away peacefully at the age of 82, after a long battle with Parkinson's. He will be greatly 
missed by his wife, Joanne; daughters, Kirsten (Ken) and Carolyn (Mike); sons, Owen and Harold 
(Leanne); sister, Clarice; sister-in-law, Phyllis; 11 grandchildren; one great-granddaughter and nu-
merous nieces and nephews. Dean was predeceased by his parents, Harold and Myrtle, and brother, 
Leroy. A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, December 21, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. at Calvary 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 10815-76 Avenue, Edmonton. A sincere thank you to the staff at the 
Citadel Care Centre for the care and compassion received. Memorial donations can be made to a 
charity of the donor's choice. Final resting place will be at Westlawn Memorial Gardens. 

Herb,  

I received notice today from Joanne Melsness of Dean's death on December 9th. His funeral is Saturday, December 
21. Dean has been struggling with Parkinson's disease and this past year was very difficult as it became more difficult
for Dean to eat.

For those wanting to send a note, Joanne's email address is: jmelsness@icloud.com 

Dick Jackson  

Dec 5, 2007 Sunde, Truman O. 

mailto:jmelsness@icloud.com


Robert K. Behr, 81 of Boca Raton, FL. and Middleton, WI. died March 20, 2020. "Bob" Behr, son of Orlo 
and Margarite Behr, loving husband of Loris Behr, passed away at his home in Middleton, WI. 

He is survived by his wife Loris and her 4 children John Ellis (Melissa), Robert "Bo" (Debra) Ellis, Marjo-
rie (Richard) Anderson and Edwin "Ned" (Lindsey) Ellis and her seven grandchildren and four great 
grandchildren. Bob is also survived by three children from a marriage to Helen Warren who preceded 
him in death; a son Mason and two daughters Margaret Ann (Carlos) Veliz and Lynn Ann (Mark) Speedy 
and a child from a marriage to Sharon Conant who preceded him in death; a daughter Heather Jean 
(Jack) Cramer. Bob is also survived by his brother Jack of Willmar, MN. He is also survived by five 

grandchildren; Jacob and Jennifer Speedy, Matthew and Kaitlin Cramer and Jaclyn Lane. 

Bob was born May 26, 1938 in Crookston, MN. After completing his formal education, earning a Bachelor's Degree from 
Concordia College in Moorhead, MN and an MBA from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, he began a banking ca-
reer in 1962 at The First National Bank of Chicago. In 1972, he joined the Parkway Bank group in suburban Chicagoland 
and in 1983 became President and CEO. He retired at the end of 2004 after a successful 42-year banking career and 
spent 16 years in happy retirement. Bob and Loris enjoyed cruising and spending time with their grandchildren. He will 
be greatly missed by his family and friends. 

A celebration of Bob's life will be held at a later date. In Lieu of flowers or other remembrances, donations to Concordia 
College in Morehead, MN would support Bob's lifelong belief that education is the key to solving mankind's 

Sharon Daehlin Engh, died on May 11 at the age of 80 at Community Hospital in Missoula, MT. She 
was born March 27, 1940 in Hanhou (Wuhan) China to Rev. Reidar and Marion (Borstad) Daehlin. The 
young missionary family fled because of the Japanese invasion and they returned to the United States 
while Sharon was an infant. During childhood, Sharon’s family moved fairly often as her father served 
as a pastor in Missoula (St. Paul’s Lutheran Church), Great Falls (Our Savior’s Lutheran) and Brooklyn, 
NY (Trinity Lutheran). Sharon graduated from Great Falls High School in 1957 and went on to receive 
an English secondary education degree from Concordia College, Moorhead, MN and a master’s degree 
from the University of Minnesota. She taught English at Lake Park, MN and Great Falls High School. 
While studying in Minneapolis, Sharon met Jim Engh who could make her laugh like no one else. Sha-

ron and Jim married in the spring of 1968 and spent subsequent years serving churches in Kalispell at Bethlehem Lu-
theran, Choteau at Trinity Lutheran, Butte at Gold Hill Lutheran and Missoula at Atonement. In each community Sharon 
lived out her vocation of caring for people. Sharon taught piano lessons, was an English instructor at Flathead Valley 
Community College and, in Missoula, taught at the Poverello Center and Emma Dickenson School where she devel-
oped a passion for helping adults obtain their GED. Wherever she was, Sharon developed community. She took a gen-
uine interest in people and was known for her ability to listen. Many friends and acquaintances received her encourag-
ing notes that seemed to come at just the right time. She was also a lifelong learner and voracious reader. Sharon’s 
family will miss the mother and wife who created a home in the fullest sense of the word. She was a mom for not only 
her three children but many others who were touched by her generosity and unconditional love. Sharon lived whole-
heartedly with a zest for life and a beautiful smile. She was preceded in death by parents Reid and Marion Daehlin. 
Survivors include husband Jim, children Jenny (Mike) Kunka, Tim (Maren) Engh and Julie (Greg) Engh Peters, and 
grandchildren: Jonah, Ethan, Molly, Micah, Everett, Hannah and Soren, also her brothers Doug (Gail) Daehlin and Ste-
ve (Wanda) Daehlin and many beloved nieces and nephews. Memorials can be sent to Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp 
at 603 S Main Street, Kalispell, MT 59901 or www.flbc.ne  

Lowell Arvid Haug at 82 went to live with his heavenly father on November 12, 2019. Lowell was born in Fairdale, North Da-

kota and graduated from Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota with a general psychology degree. He pursued a career in 

publishing. He is survived by his companion of 17 years, Anita Roger Silvernail, his children, Jeffrey Haug, wife Kaki, son Todd 

Haug, wife Linda, daughter Lori Haug, brother Paul Haug, sister Elna Grace Stark, and grandchildren, nieces and nephews. The 

family would like to thank the staff of Oschner Kenner for their caring and support of Lowell Haug's last days. Private services in 

Edina, MN.  



Donald Ray Just, 80, of Avery County, North Carolina, passed away April 27, 2020 at his winter 
residence in Boone, NC from complications of atypical Parkinson's disease. 

An ordained Lutheran minister for over 50 years, Rev. Just used his many gifts to educate, counsel, 
console, and shepherd students, seminarians, soldiers and congregations in several states in the 
USA and abroad. 

Don was born November 23, 1939 in rural McIntosh County, North Dakota, the first-born of Julius 
and Helen (Dockter) Just, both of German-Russian heritage. His childhood was greatly influenced 
by the values of his hard-working farm family and neighbors in Berlin, ND. Growing up, church, 
school, sports, and FFA provided formative experiences and opportunities to develop leadership 

skills. Don came to believe deeply in taking advantage of opportunities for personal development and spiritual servant-
hood. 

Don graduated from high school in LaMoure, ND in 1957. He then attended Concordia Junior College, St. Paul, Minne-
sota, graduating after two years with an Associate of Arts degree. He continued his studies at Concordia College, Moor-
head, Minnesota, graduating in 1961 with a BA degree with majors in Philosophy and History-Political Science. Don 
went on to earn advanced degrees in theology, guidance, and education at Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Illinois 
(MDiv. 1965), NC State (M.Ed, 1972), and the School of Theology and Graduate Center at Claremont, California (PhD, 
1981). 

After ordination at his home church, Trinity of LaMoure, in September, 1965, Don was installed as pastor of Redeemer 
Lutheran Church and Peace Lutheran Church in Victoria and Sydney, British Columbia, where he served for two years. 

Rev. Just was commissioned as Captain in the US Army Chaplaincy in June, 1967 and served for five years, including 
one year of combat in Vietnam. While there, he served with two distinguished and decorated battalions in the Tet Coun-
ter Offensive operations and was awarded Bronze Stars for service and valor and the Purple Heart. From 1969-1972 he 
was assigned to Fort Bragg, NC as Brigade Chaplain with the 82nd Airborne Division. 

After separating from the Army, Don became Dean of Student Affairs and assistant professor of psychology at Concor-
dia College, Milwaukee, Wisconsin while simultaneously completing his doctoral work. He then served as interim pastor 
at three congregations in Wisconsin while anticipating a return to a college setting. He received a call to be campus 
chaplain at Lenoir Rhyne College in Hickory, NC in 1982 and served there for eleven years, followed by congregational 
ministry in Texas, serving as deployed staff of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and ultimately a return to 
Lenoir Rhyne 
as adjunct faculty with a part-time interim pastorate at St. Mark's, Lenoir/Blowing Rock, NC. Don also participated in 
Bethany Lutheran Church's summer ministry in Ephraim, Wisconsin for forty years. 

Don felt honored and privileged to be a Lutheran pastor. He loved God and had a strong personal faith. He had an ad-
venturous spirit, loved to travel, and had a pilot license for many years. He enjoyed working with his hands, building re-
taining walls at his beloved home, Pastorale, and woodworking/carving. Many friends, family members, students, and 
congregations were the recipients of wooden Advent wreaths and other functional and decorative objects he created. A 
devoted listener to classical music and avid reader, Don particularly enjoyed discussing literature, religion, philosophy, 
politics or the topic of the day. 

Rev. Don Just is survived by his wife, Laura Mueller Just, brothers, Myron (Ellen) Just and Walt (Patricia) Just, sisters 
Marcella (Robert) Ludwig and Carol Just, and many beloved nieces, nephews, and cousins. Over the years Don nur-
tured and treasured many special "almost family" relationships which endure. He adored and was especially proud of 
being "Bampa" to Emily, Bryan, and Samuel Sandifer. 

Special thanks and acknowledgments are made to Caldwell Hospice and Palliative Care, which guided and supported 
Don's care over the past two years, and to the many fine nurses, nursing assistants, and home health aides who accom-
panied us on this journey and became friends as well as caregivers. 

Memorials, if desired, may be made to Grace Lutheran Church (Boone, NC), Caldwell Hospice and Palliative Care 
(Lenoir, NC), or Bread for the World (Washington, DC). 


